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Growing in Wisdom
"If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to

all without finding fault, and it will be given to you." -James 1:5

Sometimes God’s word is like a gentle slap in the head. This verse today,
along with our assigned verses for the Second Sunday after Christmas,
served to be a one-two punch for me to the gut….in a good way!
I have not been praying for wisdom like I could and should! Perhaps you
can relate to this sentiment. We are at a complete loss without the
guidance and wisdom of our all-knowing God. Throughout scripture we
have reminders of what happens when people divert from God’s perfect
wisdom and truth, and it never goes well when this happens.
So, let’s start this new year off with this simple prayer. “Lord, please grant
me wisdom each day.”. When we pray this prayer and then commit to
daily digesting of God’s word, remarkable things happen. I can attest! Our
attitudes, our perspectives, our words, and our actions are transformed by
the living, breathing God who made each of us. We are in big trouble when
we live life on our terms rather than on God’s truth. Open up the newspaper, or look at the first few headlines of any news website, and you will
see what happens when people live life from their own flawed, sinful way
of thinking rather than living as God has prescribed for us to live in His
holy, inerrant word.

The Apostle Paul so poignantly made it his aim and prayer for each of the
people in the churches he ministered to in the early
days of Christianity when he wrote in Colossians
2:2-3, “My goal is that they may be encouraged in
heart and united in love, so that they may have the
full riches of complete understanding, in order that
they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ,
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.”.

You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com

May we pray for wisdom from the Holy Spirit each
and every day this year, and in all of our days ahead.
Let us look expectantly to Jesus who is our wisdom,
our truth, our Savior, and our friend. Amen.
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Kitchen Kit Assembly
We will gather to assemble Disaster Relief
Kitchen Kits after worship on Sunday, January
9th. These kitchen kits will be prepared, ready
and waiting for the next call for assistance. If
you are able, please join us after worship on
January 9th. Many hands make light work and
with a good assembly line we will have it done
quickly.

Rev. Paul Dare, Speaker

A big thank you to Clara for getting the
Thrivent Action Team card for the Cookie
Walk. We purchased cookie, brownie
and bar mixes and Christmas tins and
supplies for the Cookie Walk. This was a
fundraiser for the National Youth
Gathering in July 2022. Thank you so
much to all of the members of Tree of
Life who took the mixes home and
baked your hearts out for the Cookie
Walk. Thank you so much to everyone
that bought cookies. The Cookie Walk
raised over $800!

The event begins at 8:00 am and
ends with a light lunch at 12:30 pm.

Thank you,
Board of Youth

NORTH TEXAS FREE CONFERENCE
Saturday, January 29, 2022
Hosted by Faith Lutheran Church in Plano
“Christians in a Woke World:
A Call to Courage, Confession, and Love”

Donation to cover lunch is encouraged.
More details are posted on the Information
Center bulletin board.
To register, contact:
Faith Lutheran Church
1701 East Park Blvd. Plano, TX 75074
972-423-7447
Email: church@faithplano.org

Thursday, January 20
Please join us in the Narthex for lunch
and then we will quilt afterward.
No sewing skill required.
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Thank you for donating to the Angel Tree!
So far we have collected $700 in cash,
checks and cards. Good Samaritan’s of
Garland uses these $10 Walmart cards help
their clients throughout the year with special
needs that Good Sam does not have on
hand. Thank you for your generosity!
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Offerings and Attendance for November
Worship & Bible Study
Opportunities at TOL
Please join us for worship – Sundays at
10:30 am in person and on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/
TreeofLifeLCMS/
The Adult Bible Class
Sundays at 9 am in person
in E 7/8 and via Zoom.
“A Study on Proverbs”
The Thursday Morning Bible Class
10 am in person in the Narthex
and via Zoom.
The New Testament book of Romans
All are welcome to join these classes in
person or on Zoom. Please contact the
church office for the Zoom link.
Children’s Sunday School
Elementary students meet at 9 am in E3.
Youth meet at 9 am in the Library.
MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, January 8th at 8 am
All men are invited to this potluck style
breakfast with fellowship and Bible study in the
Narthex on the second Saturday of each month.
LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Contact Megan Kortze or the church office
for more information.

DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

11/7/21

NA

73

$5,178

$700

$518

11/14/21

NA

62

$4,085

$100

$409

11/21/21

NA

94

$5,347

$900

$535

11/28/21

NA

54

$9,037

$300

$904

$2,000

$2,366

Total for November $23,647*

*Planned for in November—$21,643

Offerings and Attendance for December
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

12/5/21

NA

62

$5,120

$910

$512

12/12/21

NA

83

$9,481

$1,100

$948

12/19/21

NA

61

$3,850

$300

$385

12/26/21

NA

40

$

$

$

$*

$

$

Total for December

*Planned for in December—$21,643

General Offering

Planned Offering

Total coming soon!

$259,716
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Concordia Seminary-Saint Louis, MO
Merry Christmas to everyone at Tree of Life
Lutheran Church!
I hope this letter finds everyone well. Things
at the seminary are picking up for the close of the
semester. Final projects are being assigned and
worked on, and Thanksgiving, Advent, and
Christmas events are being planned.
As the fall-semester classes are finishing I’ve
been able to reflect on this first semester. The
Seminary was not exactly what I was expecting,
but that’s not a bad thing. I was expecting more
academic schooling this semester, and we certainly received plenty of academic lessons, but it did
not stop there. Professors are challenging us to
think through and apply our lessons both theologically and practically. Practical ministry won’t be
effective if Christ is not involved, and we cannot
do ministry if we cannot approach it practically.
The tension is to find the middle ground where
we are theologically sound and yet minister to
people well. The first semester here has been a
great start for such instruction and application.
On a more personal note, many exciting
things are happening. I am getting married on
December 19th. My fiancée, Lizzy, and I just completed our premarital counseling sessions, and we
are excited for our new lives together. We would
appreciate it if you kept us in your prayers over
these next couple of months as we make this
transition into our new lives.
Thank you again for your financial and
spiritual support!
Peace in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
Alex Kauffman
**********************************************
Greetings from the Langewisch’s!
I pray that you are having a wonderful beginning to this Christmas season. Amidst all of the
fun and excitement, I hope that you can find rest
and joy in the news that your God loves you so
much to send Jesus down to rescue you. Praise be
to God!
Kali and I have been having an incredible vicarage here in Woodbury, MN. We are in awe at
the ways that God has continually showered his
blessings upon us.
It has been amazing to see how God has been
using the experiences on my vicarage to form me
into the pastor that he is wanting me to be. With
Page 4

Woodbury Lutheran Church being a multisite ministry, I have gotten plenty of opportunities to
preach at all three of our physical campuses. I
have gotten involved with leading Middle School
Youth Group, led several adult Bible studies, and
helped be a part of the outreach team at our
newest campus that we launched recently. I could
not have been assigned to a better vicarage that
fits my talents and skillsets.
Kali has been loving her job as a swim teacher
at Foss Swim School across the street. In addition,
she has fallen in love with Minnesota and all of
the bike trails, paths, and most importantly, lakes.
We have multiple times gone paddle boarding
which as been a lot of fun.
We are blessed to be able to fly back home to CO on
Christmas Day and spend Christmas with my family.
Overall, I am just filled with an overwhelming
sense of gratitude—first to God for all of the ways
he has richly blessed us, but also for you, because I
would not have been able to pursue this calling if
it wasn’t for your generous support. I cannot express just how thankful I am for that and for you.
Blessings,
Daniel Langewisch
**********************************************
Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your generous gift of $827.00!
Your donation to our Savior’s mission through
Concordia Seminary will be used with careful
Christian stewardship to help prepare shepherds
to lead congregations like yours and other vital
ministries across the church.
Your valuable partnership is a special blessing
to our seminarians. Taught by our world-renowned
faculty, these future pastors, deaconesses, missionaries and other church leaders are truly inspiring
with their passion and commitment to sharing the
Gospel. They are devout in their studies and looking forward eagerly to beginning their ministries.
As they do so, they are keenly aware that financial
support from caring Christians like you is vital in
making their Seminary education possible.
On behalf of our students and the entire
Concordia Seminary community, I thank you
again for your wonderful gift!
Most cordially yours,
Vicki Biggs
Senior Vice President, Seminary Advancement
Chief Communications Officer
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Dear Tree of Life Family,
Words cannot express our thankfulness to
you and for you! Your generosity and
kindness at Christmas and throughout the
year is overwhelming & warms and cheers
our hearts!
We are blessed beyond measure to serve our
Lord, Jesus Christ, with you at Tree of Life!
May we continue to work together in the
new year to reach the lost, the needy, and
the forgotten, and share the joy, love and
peace of Jesus Christ with all we meet!

The 2022 calendar for Altar Flowers is up on
the cabinet closest to Pastor Mark’s office.
Altar Flowers are a great way to celebrate
birthdays and anniversaries and to honor and
remember those we love. The cost for the set
of arrangements is $25. Sign up anytime and
then put your payment (marked “Altar Flowers”) in the offering plate or drop it by the office. You may take the flowers with you after
worship. Arrangements that are not taken on
Sunday may be taken to our sick or elderly
members during the week.

In Christ,
Pastor Mark, Kara, Andrew & Allie

Dear Friends,
I would like to thank everyone for participating,
in every form and faction, at the LWML Silent
Auction. It was extremely successful and we
would not have been able to meet our goal
without you. Giving thanks to GOD and thank
you all once again!
Peace, joy, hope and love to all…
Happy New Year!
Noreene

Thank you so much for your prayers,
calls, emails, food and words of care and
concern while we were sick. It is humbling
to receive the love and care of our church
family. And we feel so blessed to be back
at church with all of you!
Thank you all from the bottom of our
hearts!
David & Kara Jander
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

