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Look in the Mirror
“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice
the log that is in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother,
let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see
the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your
brother's eye.” -Jesus (Luke 6:41-42)
I have a confession to make. I get in a bad habit sometimes of silently
judging people. It is something that I don’t like about my sinful self.
Looking at our society today, it seems that I am not the only one prone to
this sick and selfish practice.
Jesus has a solution for this. He calls us in Luke 6 to look at our own sin
and repent of it before we ever take notice of the sins of those around us.
This is not our first nature. This takes practice and help from the Holy
Spirit. We will most certainly have to repent sometime soon of judging our
neighbor instead of looking in the mirror and confessing our own sin first.
“But pastor, I don’t sin nearly as badly as that person.”
“I don’t lie. I don’t steal. I haven’t murdered anybody.”
Hmmm….well what about the deeper sins of our hearts and minds? Here
is a quick checklist that convicts me if I look at it on a regular basis.
Have I envied my neighbor, wanting something that they have?
Have I thought ill of my neighbor in my mind?

Have I had hatred in my heart towards another person made in God’s
image?
Have I been honest in every word that I have spoken
to others this week?
Have I seen all of my possessions as not my own but
as a gift from God?

You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com

If you are like me, you need to confess your sin on a
regular basis. You need God to re-orient your
priorities. You need Him to fill your heart with His love
for others. You need Him to give you the words to
speak the truth in love. You need Him to give you a
heavenly perspective and attitude
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
towards all of the blessings that He has given you that you are undeserving of.
See how many areas we have to ask God for forgiveness for. That is plenty of space for us to ask
Him to clean us up and for Him to sanctify us more and more into the people that He is growing us
to be.
I encourage you that the next time you catch yourself judging your neighbor, to confess a sin that
you need forgiveness for and then to pray for your neighbor and for the Lord to bless them and to
lead them to His grace just as He has lead you in that moment.
What a freeing way to live.

A Letter From Pastor Mark

Hurricane Ida - Disaster Relief

Dear TOL Family,

From David Ricks of Lutheran Disaster Care:

These continue to be challenging times that we
are living in. The Delta variant continues to
spread in our area and we want to be as vigilant
as we can be to care for one another during this
spike in cases. Masks continue to be optional in
our building. Please continue to reserve all
judgment when it comes to the decisions that
others are making in regards to their safety and
the safety of others. Your elders and I will be
meeting soon to discuss if there are further
measures we can take to ensure the safety of all
while on our campus. These are not easy
decisions to make. Please pray for us. I would
also encourage you to limit physical contact or
to wash hands or use hand sanitizer after
making contact with others. If you are feeling
sick at all or uncomfortable with going out at this
time, we encourage you to stay home and
worship with us on Facebook Live.

The response to this storm will be managed by
the LCMS Southern District. Keep in mind that
it takes time to set up a camp for workers to
work out of. I will be keeping everyone
informed of the situation as best I can. All
volunteer sign up will be through the LCMSLERT page. If you haven’t done it already go
to www.lcms-lert.org and sign up. Once you
have signed up and logged in go to the
Districts tab on the left side of the screen and
become a fan of the Southern District in order
to see all announcements and deployments on
Hurricane Ida from the Southern District. At
some point we will try to put together a team to
travel to the area and help.

If you have any questions or concerns about
attending in-person worship, please contact me
or your elder. We want to continue to keep open
communication and to be there for one another
as we navigate through this season together.

*****************************************************
Please pray for all those affected by
Hurricane Ida and for all the workers
helping with the recovery and clean up.

Tree of Life has taken 72 kitchen kits to
David Ricks for the relief effort. Thank you,
Amanda!

Thanks for the grace and compassion you each
continue to show towards one another. We are
going to get through this together! We are all so
blessed to call Tree of Life home.

In the coming weeks we will be ordering
supplies to make more kitchen kits for
future use. To learn more about TOL’s
Kitchen Kits you can go to the Tree of Life
website and click on the “Get Involved” tab.
Under Disaster Relief click on Kitchen Kits.

Christ’s peace,
Pastor Mark

http://www.treeoflifelcms.org/index.php?page=dis
aster-relief
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Stewardship Corner
Time and Talents Feature
Lisa Theriot

Sunday, September 12

th

Fun for the kids – and the grown-ups, too!
Sunday School activities at 9:00 a.m.
featuring Daniel in the Lions’ Den.
Then...
Join us at 12:30 pm for bowling at
Rowlett Bowl-a-Rama
located at 5021 Lakeview Pkwy.
The cost is $15 and includes 1½ hours of
bowling, shoes, soda and pizza.
Please see Amanda Maddox to sign up.

Dear Tree of Life family,
David and I are deeply thankful and blessed for the
thoughtful and amazing friends here at Tree of
Life. You have all supported us by lifting us up with
so many prayers and cards through my surgeries
and pain plus the time David and Sonny were in the
hospital and recovering. You were also there for us
with the passing of Sonny to be with his Lord and
Saviour. Thank you all so much!
Sincerely,
David and Ginny Hoppe

SAVE THE DATE
Fall Festival
Saturday, October 23
3-6 PM
Details TBD

I guess I have always been a joiner and a
helper. I was in Girl Scouts from Brownies
through my sophomore year in high school in
Cadets. Volunteering was always a big part
of what we did. We were caroling in the
neighborhood and at the nursing homes at
Christmas. One of the things I most remember
was visiting the residents at the local mental
health facility. That’s probably why I majored
in psychology and criminal justice and later
earned a Master’s Degree in Counseling. In
my work life, I’ve continued in a helping role,
working with juvenile offenders and parolees
getting out of both federal and state prisons.
I’ve also helped people find employment and
training, worked with homeless families, and
finally working at El Centro College for
more than 25 years as an administrator and
teaching study skills.
Since I’ve retired, I haven’t slowed down.
John says I “run the streets”. In addition to
leading the quilting group and the
Stewardship Committee at TOL, I’m also an
Election Judge, Volunteer Voter Registrar,
and Precinct Chair. I’ve maintained my
connections with my friends at Dallas College
by serving as the Secretary of the Dallas
College Retiree Association. In January I will
move into the President’s position. I serve my
City of Mesquite on the Mesquite Quality of
Life Corporation Board. This board manages
1% of the city sales tax and allots funding for
transportation, public safety, and parks and
recreation projects.
I love my volunteer work. If you want to be
involved just look around, there’s plenty to
do. If you want more information about how
to volunteer, just ask me.
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Worship & Bible Study
Opportunities at TOL
Please join us for worship – Sundays at
10:30 am in person and on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/
TreeofLifeLCMS/
NEW FALL BIBLE STUDIES!
The Adult Bible Class
Sundays at 9 am in person
in E 7/8 and via Zoom.
Beginning September 12th:
“The Core Attitudes of a Christ Follower”
The Thursday Morning Bible Class
10 am in person in the Narthex and via
Zoom. Beginning September 9th this class
will be studying the book of Romans.
All are welcome to join these classes in
person or on Zoom. Please contact the
church office for the zoom link.
Children’s Sunday School
resumes September 19th
MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, September 11th at 8 am
All men are invited to this potluck style
breakfast with fellowship and Bible study in the
Narthex on the second Saturday of each month.
LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Saturday, September 25th at 10 am
All ladies are invited to Megan Kortze’s
home for brunch & time in the Word.
Please RSVP to Megan.
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Offerings and Attendance for July
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

7/4/21

NA

57

$5,805

$100

$581

7/11/21

NA

65

$6,166

$700

$617

7/18/21

NA

62

$7,025

$1,050

$703

7/25/21

NA

69

$4,293

$100

$429

$23,289*

$1,950

$2,330

Total for July

*Planned for in July—$21,643

Offerings and Attendance for August
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

8/1/21

NA

63

$4,025

$700

$403

8/8/21

NA

67

$7,282

$400

$728

8/15/21

NA

58

$2,558

$763

$256

8/22/21

NA

47

$6,068

$100

$607

8/29/21

NA

62

$3,180

$700

$318

$23,113

$2,663

$2,312

Total for August

*Planned for in August—$21,643

General Offering
Year to Date

Planned Offering
Year to Date

$265,690

$173,144
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Last week, we had the opportunity to take a boat up into the Okavango Delta. We live very close to this
beautiful piece of creation, and we try to take it in as often as possible. Sometimes, the water channels
are very full, sometimes they're empty. Sometimes the flow of water changes entirely. We had a small
earthquake a few months ago, and since then we've had water sitting in different fields and low spots all
over town. The tiny shift in the tectonic plates has changed the landscape of the delta and riverbeds.
This month, we feel like we're constantly shifting and adjusting too. COVID cases are soaring, so schools
have closed for a month. Cancellations and virtual meetings have caused us to adjust our schedules and
our expectations. But even though our work doesn't look like we're used to, God is still on the move and
God's word is being translated and shared.
Kelsey virtually attended the Global Consultation on Arts and Music in Missions this month. This
virtual shift meant she could attend an event that she otherwise couldn't have attended.
The kids' school has moved to virtual learning this month. This has been a big adjustment for everyone.
The kids have done a great job shifting. They are missing their friends and extracurricular activities,
though. We are praying for COVID cases to drop so we can shift back to in-person schooling next term,
which begins in September.
Carl and the Shekgalagari translation team have had a double shift this month-they are working with a
new consultant (the final translation step) and adjusting to virtual consulting. So far, it's going well.
The Shekgalagari Scripture Reading and Listening Group has shifted to virtual to adjust for the rise in
COVID cases. Technology like Whatsapp allows us to continue listening to God's word together, even
when we are not meeting in person. Plus, it can be forwarded to others, so more people can hear God's
word in their own language.
Keep us in your prayers:
• For Kelsey's grad classes and projects.
• For COVID cases to recede in Botswana and around the world.
• For the Shekgalagari virtual consultant checking and the new consultant, Myles.
• For the Wayeyi community checking.
• For our family to continue adjusting smoothly to the many changes.
• For our move to the new house in town- that it would go smoothly and we would be able to connect
with our new neighbors.
• That God would continue to provide for our ministry through partners like you.
Our ministry happens because of your gifts. 100% of the dollars you donate go towards our work here
and we give thanks for your prayers and financial support.

Scripture Corner
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8
Jesu Keresete e ntse ke ena wa molobana le wa hombe le gka boshakhuthego. Bahebera 13:8 -Shekgalagari
Jiso Kirisiti ndji ye, yu iworo indji ywa namushi indji yu wuqhu kamana. Waheberwa 13:8 -Shiyeyi
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Concordia Seminary-Saint Louis, MO
Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your generous gift of $717.00!
Your thoughtful donation is a special blessing to
Concordia Seminary in advancing its mission to
prepare faithful servants to go out into the world
and boldly proclaim the love of Jesus Christ!
It’s an exciting time on campus. Our 183rd academic year begins this month with orientation for new
students, Opening Service and the first day of
classes. We’ll also be celebrating the installation
and inauguration of our 11th president, Dr.
Thomas J. Egger!
On behalf of our new and returning students, our
new president and all the other members of the
Concordia Seminary community, thank you again
for your wonderful gift. Caring donations such as
yours truly are important in keeping the Seminary
strong in its vital mission!

You are invited to a reception
to celebrate the marriage of
Andrew and Megan Kortze!
The celebration will take place
here at the pavilion on
September 4th
starting at 5 pm.
There will be food, music,
and games! Please contact
Megan for more info!
Don’t forget to RSVP!

Most cordially yours,
Vicki Biggs
Senior Vice President, Seminary Advancement
Chief Communications Officer

Thursday, September 2nd at noon
Please join us in the Narthex for lunch
and then we will quilt afterward.
No sewing skill required.

TOL Youth
Thank you to everyone that brought in
aluminum cans. The Senior Youth received
25 lbs x 63¢ = $15.75 for their trip to the
National Youth Gathering next summer.
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PET FOOD FUNDRAISER
Sponsored in part with Thrivent Action Teams

During the month of September bring in bags
or cans of pet food to be donated to Good
Samaritans of Garland. Additional monetary
donations can be made to Good Samaritans at
www.goodsamofgarland.com or given to Tree
of Life to be given to them. For more information
contact Mary Marks.
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