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God Doesn’t Give Suggestions
“God doesn’t do consulting. Never has. Never will. He does God.”

-Larry Osborne

On April 17, 1521 a former Catholic monk named Martin Luther was
brought to trial before the Diet of Worms for charges that he had spoken
against the pope. Luther publicly spoke these words with great
courage, “I consider myself convicted by the testimony of Holy Scripture,
which is my basis; my conscience is captive to the Word of God.” This set
further in motion the true beginning of the Protestant Reformation. For
Martin Luther, and for us today....it all comes down to believing (having
faith) in what God and His word says to us.
This is the same thing that the Apostle Paul firmly impressed upon his
young disciple, Timothy, in his second letter to him when he wrote, “But
as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have
been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for ever good work.” (2 Timothy 3:14-17)
Read those words again but this time when it says “you”, add your name
for emphasis. God is writing these words directly to you and me.
“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand
forever.” (Isaiah 40:8)

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven

You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com

and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”
(Isaiah 55:10-11)
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
God’s word does things! It was His word, combined with ordinary water that breathed faith and life
into us in our baptism. His word with that water, connected with what Jesus accomplished on the
cross, washed our sins away and made us righteous in His sight, based on the merits of Jesus. His
word still transforms our minds and motivates our hearts and shapes our attitudes, if we will only let
it, by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Recently I had someone tell me that the Bible is manmade and is filled with half truths. That is a lie
from the pit of hell! God’s word is trustworthy and true. It is the authority in our lives. God never lies
to us in His holy word. If we are at a loss in regards to any situation in our lives, God’s word can
lighten our mind and guide our path back into the truth and reality of the ways this world works.
God’s word also reminds us on a daily basis who we are and who God is calling us to be, by His grace.

“When you read God’s Word, you must constantly be saying to yourself, “It is talking to me, and
about me.” – Soren Kierkegaard
A question to ask yourself - Have I been viewing God’s word as suggestions or as if He is
“consulting” me on what might be best for me and my life? If the answer is yes, let us repent of our
sinfulness and pride. Pray this prayer with me if you are like me and need to be reminded that we
don’t know what is best for us, only God does.
Dear Heavenly Father, I admit that I do not listen to Your word like I should. I confess that I also
have been trying to control areas of my life. Please forgive me for thinking that I know better than
You. You are perfect, holy, and always right. Give me open ears, a softened heart, and a focused
mind to listen and hear your holy Word and the ability by the power of your Spirit to obey Your word
too. Thank You for Your divine wisdom. You always know best. Thank you also for your grace and
unconditional love. In Christ’s holy name I pray. Amen.

Thanking the congregation for
extremely donating to the Summer
Clothing Drive with 12 neatly packed
bags and clothes on hangers. I am
grateful. To God be the Glory.
Thank you,
Noreene Hurst
Board of Outreach
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Quilters Corner will meet on
Thursday, August 12th & 19th at noon.
Please join us in the Narthex for lunch
and then we will quilt afterward.
No sewing skill required.
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Stewardship Corner
Time and Talents Feature
Daphne Stanley
School Board Member - Garland ISD

Since I have been married to Steve, I have seen
how he has been able to make a difference within
the community. He has a true love and a servant’s
heart for his fellow man and it inspires me. I have
always been active in local schools, sports, church
activities but it was always centered on my boys
and trying to raise them up right. Running for
Garland School Board was very much in response
to the struggles Steve and I experienced in getting
Elly the help she needed once she started school.
Early on, she showed the same learning issues her
dad had and that by the time we got him properly
diagnosed it was too late for him to experience
academic success. In fact, his lack of academic
success in many ways has affected Elly in her short
9 years. I knew then that I wanted to be a voice for
all the children that are experiencing the same
struggles. I want to engage parents to become
involved in their children’s education again. Our
public schools have slowly removed parents from
decision-making and participation, and I believe
that is why we are seeing a decline of our college/
workforce readiness. I believe that the community
needs to start participating in our schools. That is
how we breakdown social and racial barriers. I am
humbled by the support I received and look forward
to making a difference.
If you would like to volunteer in schools, here are
some ways you can help. If you have school age
children, join and attend the PTA and attend open
houses. Call your local school principal’s office and
ask to volunteer to read or tutor a child. Help with
after school programs or field trips or become a
mentor. Donate clothing or school supplies or
organize a fundraising event. Provide landscaping
or flower beds.
Stephen & Daphne Stanley are members of TOL
and Daphne also serves as our Board of Fellowship
chairperson .

SCRIP Gift Card Program
The next SCRIP order days will be August
8th & 22nd. Please email your order to
tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org. You can pay for
your cards when you pick them up.

We are looking for a few people to join the
rotation of readers during the Sunday
worship. No experience required!
Please e-mail Pastor Mark at
mark.couser@gmail.com for more
information about this opportunity to serve.

New Communion Procedures in August
As we continue our efforts to gradually
return to normal, our communion procedures
are changing in August. Ushers will release
people by rows to walk to the front of the
sanctuary where you will be given a wafer
and an individual cup (not the sealed packet
we’ve been using). You will eat and drink at
the front and dispose of the cup in the basket
provided. As always, if you are not able to
walk forward for Communion, Pastor will
come to you in your pew.
If you are not comfortable coming to worship,
Pastor Mark is offering appointments to
come to TOL to celebrate the Lord’s Supper
privately. We ask if you wish to have private
communion that you call the office to make
an appointment.

We continue to follow the CDC’s guidance.
Masks are not required of those who are fully
vaccinated. On August 1st, the pews which
had been roped off will be open again. We
will still have 2 rows socially distanced.
These will be at the rear of the sanctuary
near the soundroom. We ask you to follow
your own conscience with regard to our new
guidelines and that you be respectful of
everyone’s individual choice of where to sit
and to wear or not wear a mask.
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Offerings and Attendance for July
Worship & Bible Study
Opportunities at TOL
Please join us for worship – Sundays at
10:30 am in person and on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/
TreeofLifeLCMS/

The Adult Bible Class
Sundays at 9 am in person in E 7/8
and via Zoom. They are studying
the book of Psalms.
The Thursday Morning Bible Class
10 am in person in the Narthex
and via Zoom. They are studying
the book of James.
All are welcome to join
these classes in person or on Zoom
through the following link:
Please contact the church office
for the zoom link.
MEN’S BREAKFAST
All men are invited to this potluck style
breakfast with fellowship and Bible study at
8:00 am in the Narthex on the second
Saturday of each month.
LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Plans are being made for this group to
gather in person in the Fall.
More details coming soon!
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DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

7/4/21

NA

57

$5,805

$100

$581

7/11/21

NA

65

$6,166

$700

$617

7/18/21

NA

62

$7,025

$1,050

$703

7/25/21

NA

69

$4,293

$100

$429

$23,289*

$1,950

$2,330

Total for July

*Planned for in July—$21,643

Offerings and Attendance for June
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

6/6/21

NA

58

$5,980

$550

$598

6/13/21

NA

65

$6,545

$1,000

$655

6/20/21

NA

NA

$2,816

$100

$282

6/27/21

NA

70

$4,931

$300

$493

$20,272

$1,950

$2,028

Total for June

*Planned for in June—$21,643

General Offering

Planned Offering

$242,577

$151,501
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We enjoyed our visit from our LBT Regional Director, Jim Laesch, who is about to retire and his
replacement, Sarah Esala. We had many meetings and shared about our family, ministry, and
future plans for Bible translation in Botswana. It was great to have them!
Carl, Jim, and Sarah were able to travel to Gaborone to attend the Bible Society of Botswana's
Annual General meeting. Due to COVID and other circumstances, the meeting hasn't happened
in a few years, so we were glad to be able to be well represented there this year. Some important
decisions were made, while others were only discussed. We are glad for this step in the right direction.
Kelsey began a pilot Scripture Listening and Reading Group for the Shekgalagari speakers in
our congregation in Maun. Each week, we gather to listen to and read a chapter of Luke. This
helps with literacy skills and scripture engagement.
The Shekgalagari team has officially finished the third stage of work on the New
Testament! These last few months we focused on the community review stage, where we take
the draft of the translation to villages where Shekgalagari is spoken, reading our translation
and asking for feedback….
The process can be time and labor intensive, but our translation team worked hard to get things
done so that we could reach this wonderful milestone. We will begin virtually working with our
consultant at the end of July to begin the final stage of the translation process and hopefully he
will give us the approval to move to publication later this year! ….
The Wayeyi Bible Translation Project celebrated the publication of its first book of Scripture:
Mark. We were able to release it via booklet, audio, and smartphone app... People are so happy
to read and hear God’s Word in their own language!
Keep us in your prayers:
• For the Shekgalagari team as they celebrate one milestone and look forward to the next
steps in the process
• For finishing the construction project on the new house and the move to come, that everything would go smoothly and that it would be a wonderful place to call home
• For our kids as they finish another term at Matshwane, that God would continue to bless us
all through their wonderful school
• For the Bible Society of Botswana, that they would continue in their work to serve the people of Botswana and the kingdom of God and that God would bless its new board of directors
and staff members.
• For the leaders and government in Botswana as we continue to battle high cases of COVID
that God would grant them wisdom as they lead the way forward
• That God would continue to provide for our ministry through partners like you.
You can read the entire correspondence from the Grulkes on the Information Center bulletin board.
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Concordia Seminary-Saint Louis, MO
June 29, 2021
Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your generous gift of $1,021.00 to
Concordia Seminary! Your donation will advance
our vital mission of preparing future pastors,
deaconesses, missionaries and leaders for many
years of dedicated service to the church.
Wonderful gifts like yours keep the Seminary
strong and able to continue providing our students
with world-class theological instruction in an educational environment that fosters their learning and
development in fruitful ways. When they complete
their studies and receive their first calls, they are
ready for the Holy Ministry—ready to teach, preach
and lead the faithful and ready to reach out to the
unchurched so they may know the eternal joy of our
Savior’s love.
Thank you again for your caring gift in support
of your Seminary, and may the Lord continue to
bless you and your loved ones!

You are invited to a reception
to celebrate the marriage of
Andrew and Megan Kortze!
The celebration will take place
here at the pavilion on
September 4th
starting at 5 pm.
There will be food, music,
and games! Please contact
Megan for more info!
Don’t forget to RSVP!

Most cordially yours,
Vicki Biggs
Senior Vice President, Seminary Advancement
Chief Communications Officer
P.S. Thank you for your generosity, for helping

make this Seminary strong for the continuing
joy the Gospel will bring.
We also received a thank you note on July 22, 2021
for our recent gift of $608.00.

Men’s Breakfast
All men are invited to gather on Saturday,
August 14th at 8 am for Men’s Breakfast. You
are invited to bring a breakfast item to share
with the group. We are excited to be able to
gather again for food, fellowship and discussion
around God's word. Please contact Bob Green
if you have any questions or would like more
information.
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Thank you everyone at Tree of Life for all
of the nice words and congratulations
that you gave me in your cards. They
really did warm my heart and truly made
my day!
Sincerely,
Arnold James
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Pray for our
students and
teachers

