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God Loves The Nations
“For my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.” -Isaiah 56:7b
“And as he taught them, he (Jesus) said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will
be called a house of prayer for all nations’?”. -Mark 11:17a
I love to use a website to look up bible verses sometimes when I don’t
have my Lutheran Study Bible close by. It is www.biblegateway.com.
I recently did a search on Bible Gateway to see how many times the word
“nations” shows up in scripture. The results came back with the number
469. Just for a comparison, here are some other words and their results
(stats people will love this).
Obey - 162
Jesus - 1,058
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That’s right. The only words that I found in my search that came back with
more than “nations” was Jesus, love and faith. Even though this was not
an exhaustive search, it proved to me that the word “nations” is an
important one that is echoed throughout scripture!
Jesus’ parting words to his followers before ascending to heaven are
proof enough for us. He calls His church to be His witnesses to the ends
of the earth (Acts 1:8), which is to say that we are called to shine His light
to every corner of the world. In Matthew 28:20 he also commands us to
“make disciples of all nations”. The Apostle Paul had the specific calling
to the Gentiles, which is every culture and language
group that was outside of the Jewish faith.

You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com
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But even before Jesus came, the Old Testament was
chalk full of passages proclaiming God’s desire and
heart for all nations and peoples to know their Creator
and to be saved through His righteous name. Here are
just a couple...

•

Communion Every Sunday; pg. 3

•

SCRIP Gift Cards; pg. 3

•

Grulke Bible Translators; pg. 5

•

From the Seminaries; pg. 6

“In that day you will say: “Give praise to the Lord,
proclaim his name; make known among the nations
what he has done, and proclaim that his name is
exalted.” -Isaiah 12:4
Continued on page 2

•

Men’s Breakfast; pg. 6

•

July Calendar; attached

A Word from the Pastor, continued
“My name will be great among the nations, from where the sun rises to where it sets. In every place
incense and pure offerings will be brought to me, because my name will be great among the
nations,” says the Lord Almighty.” -Malachi 1:11
“No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you
the father of a multitude of nations.” -Genesis 17:5
We have been blessed here at Tree of Life to welcome into our midst Elevate, our Spanish speaking
congregation that meets in our sanctuary every Sunday at 1pm. Twice in the last month we have
had the opportunity on Sunday morning to hear the word of God proclaimed by Pastor Jaime Durkin
who is the leader of Elevate and Pastor Jaime Gonzalez who leads Expansion Ministries (LCMS).
They are leading the charge with numerous other Hispanic church planters to reach the Spanish
speaking nations in our own neighborhoods. Let us continue to pray for Elevate and for all
missionaries in DFW and across the world as they bring the gospel to all nations. These are exciting
times as God continues to bring the nations to us and as we as the body of Christ continue to carry
out His love through the Great Commission, to make disciples of all nations and to proclaim the
name of Jesus to all peoples, especially right here in our communities!
“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations,
and then the end will come.” Matthew 24:14
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the ministry of Elevate, Expansion Ministries and for all
missionaries who carry your gospel message to the nations. Continue to raise up new workers
for your harvest field. Please protect all missionaries who are proclaiming your light and the gospel
to the world. Help me to support, encourage and lift up your church in my own community and
across the world so that all may come to know you in their own language. Thank you for your Holy
Spirit that makes all of this possible. In Jesus, the Savior of the World’s name I pray. Amen.

The Outreach Committee is having a
Summer Clothes Drive for the homeless
and needy. We are asking for used clothes
items which will be given to churches and
organizations who are accepting these
donations. Please bring them to the church
and place them neatly in the library.
Thank you,
Noreene Hurst
Board of Outreach
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Quilters Corner resumes on Thursday,
July 15th at noon. You don’t have to sew
to be a part of this group. If you can
use a pair of scissors or tie a knot
we can use you! We will meet in the
Education Building in room E 6.
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Stewardship Corner
Time and Talents Feature
Pat Borsics
I have volunteered at White Rock Center of
Hope for over 5 years now. I started volunteering
once a month sorting children’s clothing. Then
it was once a week, now it is twice, sometimes
three times a week, all the time working in the
children’s clothing. Over the years WRCH has
gone through many changes. The biggest
change came with COV-19. We had to shut our
doors completely. The food pantry was the first
area reopened, since the need was so great. We
are now mostly open. The thrift resale store is
now open Monday–Saturday (closed Tuesday).
They need volunteers to work half or all day
from 9:00 – 4:00 in the store. With the income
received from the thrift store, WRCH is able to
help clients with their rent, utility bills, and food.
WRCH also needs clothing sorters (Men’s,
Women’s & Children’s). You should see the
mountain that has accumulated since we
announced that we were open!! We are starting
to open the clothes closet for our clients where
they can get clothing we do not sell for free. If
sorting clothing is not your cup of tea, you
might like being an interviewer, speaking with
clients to determine their needs. No special
training is needed, only a heart for helping those
in need. Please help wherever, whenever the
Spirit leads you. You’ll be glad you did.
If you want to know more about volunteer
opportunities at White Rock Center of Hope
visit:
https://whiterockcenterofhope.org/
howtohelp.html
If you would like to feature your volunteer
work in a Breeze, please contact Lisa Theriot.

National Youth Gathering Meeting
July 25th
after service in the youth house.
Sandwiches and drinks provided.
Foosball tournament will be after
lunch and the meeting.

Please let Amanda Maddox know
if you will be attending so she knows
how much food to purchase.

NEW - Communion Every Sunday
We are now offering the Lord’s Supper every
Sunday at TOL. Ushers will release people
by rows to walk to the front of the sanctuary
where Pastor will bless you and give you the
sealed bread & wine. You will take it back to
your pew to partake. An Elder will come by
to take the empty cup when you are finished.
As always, if you are not able to walk
forward for Communion, Pastor will come to
you in your pew.
If you are not comfortable coming to worship,
Pastor Mark is offering appointments to
come to TOL to celebrate the Lord’s Supper
privately. We ask if you wish to partake that
you call the office to make your appointment.
We continue to follow the CDC’s guidance.
Masks are not required of those who are fully
vaccinated. We ask you to follow your own
conscience and that you be respectful of
everyone’s individual choice to wear or not
wear a mask.

SCRIP Gift Card Program
The next SCRIP order days will be July 11th
and 25th. Please email your order to
tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org. You can pay for
your cards when you pick them up.
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Offerings and Attendance for May
Worship & Bible Study
Opportunities at TOL
Please join us for worship – Sundays at
10:30 am in person and on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/
TreeofLifeLCMS/

The Adult Bible Class
Sundays at 9 am in person in E 7/8
and via Zoom. They are studying
the book of Psalms.
The Thursday Morning Bible Class
10 am in person in the Narthex
and via Zoom. They are studying
the book of James.
All are welcome to join
these classes in person or on Zoom.
Please contact the church office
for the Zoom link.
MEN’S BREAKFAST
All men are invited to this potluck style
breakfast with fellowship and Bible study at
8:00 am in the Narthex on the second
Saturday of each month.
LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Plans are being made for this group to
gather in person in the Fall.
More details coming soon!
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DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

5/2/21

NA

60

$4,988

$100

$499

5/9/21

NA

43

$4,786

$100

$479

5/16/21

NA

NA

$4,286

$400

$429

5/23/21

NA

68

$5,956

$500

$596

5/30/21

NA

NA

$14,009

$540

$1,400

$34,025*

$1,640

$3,403

Total for May

*Planned for in May—$21,643

Offerings and Attendance for June
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

6/6/21

NA

58

$5,980

$550

$598

6/13/21

NA

65

$6,545

$1,000

$655

6/20/21

NA

NA

$2,816

$100

$282

6/27/21

NA

70

$4,931

$300

$493

$20,272

$1,950

$2,028

Total for June

*Planned for in June—$21,643

General Offering

Planned Offering

$219,288

$129,858
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Adopt-a-Student Seminarian
To Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
As always, thank you for your support as one of my
Adopt-a-Student sponsors this academic year. Your
support has been invaluable to me and has made a
world of difference for the funding of my education.
Since I last wrote to you, I’ve graduated with my
Master of Divinity degree at the end of May. This
marks the end of what has been a five-year journey
for which I have spent 2 years in St. Louis, one year in
Wichita, Kansas, one year in Cambridge, UK, and
now one final year back in St. Louis.
In the MDiv program here a Concordia Seminary
they talk a lot about formation. Our program is not
merely about education, though there is quite a bit of
that, but it is about forming men to be faithful pastors
in Jesus’ church. I can say that in my years here in
the MDiv program I have certainly been formed for
this calling, whether it be through classes, conversations with classmates and professors, serving at my
field work congregation, serving on my vicarage, or
countless other experiences, I can see how I have
been shaped by these experiences over the past years.
I am endlessly grateful for all of this and for all of you
who have made this possible.
As I’ve mentioned before, I have not taken a call this
year so that I can stay at the seminary to complete a
second master’s degree, a Master of Sacred Theology.
This is a general master’s degree which will help
prepare and qualify me for applying to PhD
programs in the near future. I had the opportunity to
take an STM-level class this past semester and I can
say from experience that it was a wonderfully
challenging and engaging experience. Not only will
this degree prepare me for future academic work, but,
even more importantly, it will prepare for future
service to the church. I’m looking forward to beginning this program more fully this fall. I will also be
able to complete my STM in just one academic year,
allowing me to graduate in the spring of 2022.

The support I’ve received from my Adopt-a-Student
sponsors has made a huge difference for my education while studying for my MDiv. Of course, the
need for this support will not go away as I move
into the STM program. Accordingly, I’d like to
invite you to prayerfully consider continuing to
support me this next year as I complete my STM.
Iven if you decide to support a different student, I
do ask that you would keep me in your prayers as I
move forward with my formation for the ministry.
In the meantime this summer I am staying in St.
Louis and working at the library and Concordia
Historical Institute. I am also participating in two
outside fellowships being help through Zoom: 1) the
Logos fellowship for graduate students in biblical
studies and 2) the Fellowship at Auschwitz for the
Study of Professional Ethics. I will also going to be
doing some pulpit supply and preaching at some
churches in the area as needed.

Again, thank you for your support this year and
have a blessed summer!
God’s Peace,
Kendall Davis.

Grulke Bible Translators
Dear friends at Tree of Life,
Greetings from Botswana! We are so glad to
be back here after a refreshing visit to the
US. The translation projects are making
great progress despite facing some COVID
setbacks.
Thank you for your continued support of
God’s work here in Botswana. We are
honored to be a part of that work and
blessed by your partnership!
For Christ,
Carl & Kelsey Grulke
Page 5

Concordia Seminary-Saint Louis, MO
Dear friend of Concordia Seminary,
First, I send sincere and heartfelt thanks. What a
difference you have made in the lives of our seminarians
through your support of Concordia Seminary’s Adopt-AStudent (AAS) program.
As an Adopt-A-Student sponsor, you have helped a
future church worker overcome an often-cited obstacle to
enrolling at the Seminary—the cost. I hope that you will
prayerfully consider renewing your support of our
Adopt-A-Student program at this time.

Adopt-A-Student sponsors give $500 or more annually,
which may be made as a one-time gift or throughout the
year in several gifts. Every dollar of your Adopt-AStudent support goes to “your” seminarian.
As an AAS sponsor, you can expect to hear from your
student frequently. While students receiving Adopt-AStudent funds are asked to write their sponsors every
academic semester, they are encouraged to stay in touch
with their sponsors even more frequently during the
school year.
In fact, here are a few words of thanks from current students in the program:
“I cannot even begin to describe my gratitude for your
generous donation through the Adopt-A-Student program here at Concordia. My wife and I thank God for
this blessing which has come in the form of your
generosity. Through your donation, I will be able to continue my Seminary studies here at Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis with less financial strain on our family.”
“The only reason I’m able to even have these
opportunities is because of generosity like yours and I
want to thank you for your donation.”

All men are invited to gather on Saturday,
July 10th at 8 am for Men’s Breakfast. You
are invited to bring a breakfast item to share
with the group. We are excited to be able to
gather again for food, fellowship and discussion
around God's word. Please contact Bob Green
if you have any questions or would like more
information.

Beginning July 12th, Kara will be in the
church office Monday - Friday from 1 - 5 pm.
Pastor Mark’s hours in the office vary
depending on visitation needs, meetings, etc.
If you have an urgent need and no one is in
the office, please contact Pastor Mark, Kara,
or an Elder directly.

Concordia Theological Seminary
Fort Wayne, Indiana

“We can’t express enough our love for you, your friendship overflows our lives with joy.”
Right now there are many students waiting to be
“adopted.” These seminarians come to Concordia
Seminary to prepare as pastors, deaconesses and
missionaries to sere God and the church.
I hope that we can count on your to remind them that
the people of God’s church are standing with them in
prayer and financial support.
In Christ,
Dr. Thomas J. Egger, President
Page 6

Breeze Thru the Leaves

Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Blessed is the
nation whose
God is the Lord.
Psalm 33:12

