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Strong When We Are Weak
Do you feel like you are at the end of your rope? Have you found yourself overwhelmed by circumstances in your life that seem to be out of your control?
In steps Jesus. He is the answer to what we need. Paul reflected on this in his
letter to the church in Corinth when he said these words that Christ had impressed on him when he was at his weakest, “My grace is sufficient for you, my
power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest on me.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)
If you are dealing with the reality of not being able to do some of the simple
things you used to be able to do, Jesus strength is sufficient for you today. If you
are emotionally drained from the way we have been living in this pandemic the
last 14 months, Jesus power is the answer for you! We need not rely on our own
strength for as far as we frail humans go, our strength is a delusion. Hear these
words that I read recently by Paul David Tripp.
“The delusional assessment of independent strength locks you out of the place
where true strength is found. The hopelessness of weakness is the only door to
the hope of real strength. Grace exposes how deep your need really is, then takes
you by the hand to where lasting strength can be found.”
We only have strength because of the strength that God gives us. The very
breath we breathe, the blood that is pumping through our veins, the synapses
that cause our brains to work….all of these are made possible only because God
has given us the grace to live and breathe and have our being. We are alive
today only because of God and His power and grace!
So, when we are feeling weak, this is a very powerful and
perfect place for us to be. It is in these moments that we
get to rely on the omnipotence (the all-Powerfulness) of our
Almighty and infinite God who never grows tired or weak!

You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com

"Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
and his understanding no one can fathom.
Continued on page 2
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary,
and young men stumble and fall;
but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint." (Isaiah 40:28-31)
His grace is sufficient for us. His Power is most at work when we allow Him to do His thing and
to entrust our lives into His merciful and benevolent care. Rest easy. God has got this.
He will not let you go!

June 14, 15 & 16
Our theme for VBS is “Jesus Walks on the
Water“ and will be a one evening event. It will
be held from 6:30 - 8pm. Monday thru
Wednesday. The same lesson will be taught
each night to 3 different groups of students. We
will observe CDC guidelines by wearing masks
and social distancing. The children must have
an adult family member attend with them
during VBS. No meal will be served this year.
We are looking for volunteers to help with
decorating on the afternoon of June 13th. But
the main thing we need from TOL members is
to help us get the word out. We have fliers
available and we ask that you take a few and
invite your family, neighbors, coworkers, etc. to
attend with their children. Please contact Mary
Mobley or Amanda Maddox for more information. Call Kara Jander at TOL to register.
Registration is required to secure your spot.
Memory Verse: Matthew 14:27
Jesus said, “Take heart; it is I.
Do not be afraid.”
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Sunday, June 27th following worship
Our graduates are:
Ben Hunter - Rowlett HS
Jeremy Maddox - Lakeview Centennial HS
Katie Jander - Texas Tech
Tami Bott - Texas A&M Commerce
Arnold James (2020) - Lakeview Centennial HS

SCRIP Gift Card Program
The next SCRIP order days will be June 13th
and 27th. Please email your order to
tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org. You can pay for
your cards when you pick them up.

Private Communion
with Pastor Mark
Pastor Mark is offering appointments to come
to TOL to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.
We ask if you wish to partake that you call the
office to make your appointment.
972-226-6086
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Dallas Lutheran School
Employment Opportunities
Dallas Lutheran School is looking for full time quality
high school educators with a heart for ministering to
students and families. We are seeking Christian individuals with the ability to teach Math, English, History,
or Business courses, exact duties TBD.
Dallas Lutheran School seeks a full time Senior
Accountant to begin immediately. The Senior
Accountant is responsible for the day-to day operation
of the Business Office and must possess strong
organizational, analytical, and complex task management skills with excellent interpersonal skills and a
customer-service oriented attitude while handling
confidential information. 5+years experience, CPA
preferred.
Interested individuals are asked to send a resume to
Brad Krause at:
bradkrause@dallaslutheranschool.com.

TOL Youth
Thank you to everyone who donated cans recently.
The youth earned $67.90 for their trip next summer
to the National Youth Gathering! You can donate your
securely bagged aluminum cans inside the fenced in
area by the kitchen door.

Thank you so much for your food donation in April.
Your partnership is truly appreciated and helps more
people than you may ever know!
Sincerely, Doyle Carnahan
Food Sourcing Manager
you guys! Pam

Adopt-a-Student Seminarian
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
On April 28, 2021, I received my vicarage placement
at Woodbury Lutheran Church in Woodbury, MN. My
wife and I could not be more excited! The church
looks like a perfect fit, and I have family in the area
as well. I will be starting in the middle of August.
This day was extra special as I was able to have both
of my parents attend the placement service as well.
My dad is a pastor in Colorado and he has had 27
vicars in a row. Not only was he able to be there
when I received my vicarage placement, but my best
friend at Seminary got placed as the vicar at my home
congregation. The entire day was an extremely joyous
occasion as we all celebrated where God was sending
us to learn and serve his people for the next year.
I found myself reflecting on this special day of all the
people that I have to thank for giving me this opportunity to serve God in the ministry. People like you.
Your generous contributions that you have made to
allow me to attend Concordia Seminary are what
made a day like April 28 be able to happen. I have
been overwhelmed with gratefulness as you continue
to provide me with this opportunity to move towards
serving God in the pastoral office.
I pray that just as you have chosen to make a sacrifice to bless me, that you would also be blessed by
others around you. There seems to be brighter days
ahead after the difficulties of this last year, and I
pray that God would guide and strengthen you with
how he is going to use you as we move back to some
form of normalcy.
In Christ,
Daniel Langewisch

Dear Tree of Life,
Thank you so much for your very generous contribution of $338 to
Veritas Academy received on 05/3/21 & 05/18/21. 100% of the
proceeds will go toward the Relocation Project. The new location is
located just outside of Wylie’s city limits, a scenic 10.7 acre piece
of farmland that will provide our students a place to find serenity
amid a busy world. Thank you again for partnering with us to reach
more students and providing a better educational experience for
our learners! If you would like to partner with us further, please
consider pledging $20 a month for 12/24/38 months.
Respectfully,
Maria Flores, Veritas Office
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Worship & Bible Study
Opportunities at TOL
Please join us for worship – Sundays at
10:30 am in person and on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/
TreeofLifeLCMS/
The Adult Bible Class
beginning June 6th will meet on
Sundays at 9 am in person in the
Narthex and via Zoom. They are
beginning a study of the book of Psalms.
The Thursday Morning Bible Class
beginning June 3rd will meet at 10 am
in person in the Narthex and via Zoom.
They are studying the book of James.
All are welcome to join
these classes in person or on Zoom.
Please contact the office for the link.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
All men are invited to this potluck style
breakfast with fellowship and Bible
study at 8:00 am in the Narthex on the
second Saturday of each month.
LADIES ZOOM
We are taking some time off during the
summer. Plans are being made for this
group to gather in person in the Fall.
More details coming soon!
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Offerings and Attendance for May
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

5/2/21

NA

60

$4,988

$100

$499

5/9/21

NA

43

$4,786

$100

$479

5/16/21

NA

NA

$4,286

$400

$429

5/23/21

NA

68

$5,956

$500

$596

$*

$

$

5/30/21
Total for May

*Planned for in May—$21,643

Offerings and Attendance for April
DATE

8:00

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

4/4/21

48

69

$15,907

$900

$1,591

4/11/21

NA

51

$2,944

$510

$294

4/18/21

NA

60

$5,891

$460

$589

4/25/21

NA

46

$2,056

$500

$206

$26,798

$2,370

$2,680

Total for April

*Planned for in April—$21,643

General Offering
Year to Date

Planned Offering
Year to Date

$185,007

$125,529
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Stewardship Corner
Time and Talents Feature
Mary Marks
For as long as I can remember I have loved animals. It all started with Wild Kingdom and the
monkey. One of my first stuffed animals was a
black and yellow monkey that I have to this day
with thanks to my mom.
In 1997, when we first moved to Plano I joined
The Friends of the Plano Animal Shelter. I was in
charge of education. While researching for my
“elementary presentation”, I found that over 4
million animals get put down every year. That hurt
my heart. So, with my mission to help save those
that can’t save themselves, I was off and running. We
put together annual coloring contests to promote
Spay and Neuter Day (in February). We also went
out to elementary schools to speak on the issue.
While staying in Michigan I saw the Lutheran Church
Charities (LCC) Comfort Dogs on television. They
arrived in Connecticut at Sandy Hook Elementary
School. They were Goldens! It made me smile.
After moving to Saudi Arabia, I saw countless
cats that had been abandoned. My favorite was one
I named Scar. The cats would climb the stairs to
our apartment to be fed.
When we moved back to San Antonio, I volunteered for The Animal Defense League in their
resale shop. Then, we rescued another Golden. I
began to work with Gold Ribbon Rescue. To help
with fundraising and awareness, we sold Fiesta
Medals, we had tables at local pet friendly stores,
we held fundraisers at restaurants, and even
walked in The Fiesta Pooch Parade. While at
Mount Calvary Lutheran Church in San Antonio,
we held a Thrivent fundraiser for the LCC Comfort
Dogs. Martha, one of the handlers from Austin, was
our guest. (I believe the SW region now has 9 dogs).
In San Antonio, we also had a small group of
feral cats live in our back yard. They would lounge
on our patio chairs. Our neighbor took them in to
get fixed (you can tell because one of their ears will
be clipped). I also support Floyd Felines And
Friends in Rome, Georgia. They rescue so many
and have them spayed and neutered.
My motto is to help those that can’t help themselves. It might not be a talent but it is a treasure

when I see pictures of these babies being adopted
and bringing comfort to many that have been
pained.
*Mary has had 6 Golden Retrievers, 2 other dogs
and over 10 cats.
To volunteer or donate to animals in need please
contact the ASPCA of North Texas, Operation
Kindness. Golden Retrievers of North Texas, New
Beginnings Cat Rescue, Animal Allies of North
Texas, or your local animal shelter.
If you would like to be included in this
recurring feature, please contact Lisa
Theriot, Stewardship Chair.

Volunteer at Sharing Life! Sharing Life serves
all of Northeast Dallas County through the
Dallas County Food Bank. To volunteer alone
they prefer high school age but have allowed
middle schoolers to volunteer without a guardian.
Under 7th grade, an adult is required to
accompany them. Please email at lecia@
sharing.life or call 972-279- 6200. Sharing Life
is located at 3544 E. Emporium Circle in Mesquite
(behind Target). For more information, please
visit:sharinglifeoutreach.org/volunteer

New Guidelines at TOL
Following the CDC guidance, masks are not
required of those who are fully vaccinated. We
ask you to follow your own conscience and that
you be respectful of everyone’s individual choice
to wear or not wear a mask.

Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast will gather on Saturday,
June 12th at 8am. You are invited to bring
a breakfast item to share with the group.
We are excited to be able to gather again for
this special time of food, fellowship and
discussion around God's word. All men are
welcome! Please contact Bob Green if you
have any questions or would like more
information.
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Happy Father’s Day!

