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Regaining Our Sense of Wonder
“The most beautiful thing we can experience is the mysterious. It is the source of
all true art and science. He to whom the emotion is a stranger, who can no
longer pause to wonder and stand wrapped in awe, is as good as dead; his eyes
are closed.” -Albert Einstein
Yes, I am actually starting this month’s devotion with an Einstein quote. I am not
fully certain of what kind of relationship Albert Einstein had with God, but in this
quote I believe he was really onto something. As believers in Christ, we too
embrace mystery in our faith in our Savior Jesus.
I wonder if we haven’t lost our sense of wonder at times when it comes to creation,
to the goodness of our God, and even to the amazing miracles of our Savior’s
coming to earth which we are preparing to celebrate this Christmas season.
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Hear also the words of Psalm 77:11-15a which are a prayer of wonderment to
our wonderful God.
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“I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your wonders of old.
I will ponder all your work, and meditate on your mighty deeds. Your way, O
God, is holy. What god is great like our God? You are the God who works
wonders; you have made known your might among the peoples. You with your
arm redeemed your people.”.
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Numerous angelic appearances. A baby named John is born to two elderly
people who never thought this day would come. A star being used as a GPS
system divinely. A virgin birth. This same Mom being given heavenly poetic
words from God to magnify her rescuing Savior who also happens to be her
baby boy. God taking up residence in a human body! All of the prophecies of the
Old Testament coming to fruition in real human history!
The Christmas story is chalk full of wonder!!!

You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com

May you and I regain our sense of wonder this Advent
season. Here are a few simple ways I am going to try
and posture myself to do just that during this precious
season.
1. Slow down and be present where I am at. Look
around and see the fingerprints of God around me.
2. Ask the Lord to give me fresh ears and eyes to hear
the Christmas story like I am hearing it for the first time.
The Holy Spirit can do this, you know? ;)
3. Check myself with my expectations of others, with
holiday events, and my wants for what I want this
Advent/Christmas season to be.
Continued on page 2
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
Embrace the will of God and all the unexpected
blessings that He brings me when I am not trying
to dictate how things should go but receiving
them the way that He desires in His wisdom,
which is beyond my comprehension. This one will
probably require constant, daily prayer. Stand in
wonder of the blessings that will come out of the
Lord giving us this selfless attitude.
Please pray with me.
Heavenly Father, please give me a renewed sense
of wonder this Advent. Help me to slow down and
be present to see you at work in my life. Give me a
zeal and a passion to experience the real life story
of your coming to earth as if I am hearing it for the
first time. Help me also Lord to embrace your will
for my life. Guard me from wanting to dictate how
life should go. Thank you for your constant grace
that always picks me up when I fall short. Thank
you Lord for rescuing me from my sin and winning
for me my salvation on the cross. I am in awe and
wonder of You, Jesus. Amen.

Midweek Advent Services
Wednesday, Dec. 1, 8, 15
Soup Supper at 6:00 pm
Worship at 7:00 pm
There will be a free will offering taken for
the meals that will go to the TOL Youth trip
to the National Youth Gathering and to
purchase underwear for Toler Elementary.
Christmas Eve Services
December 24th
4:00 and 7:00 pm

No Christmas Day services

Library Volunteer Needed
The Board of Education is seeking a
library volunteer to put all of the books
on the desk in the library on the shelves.
Please contact Amanda Maddox for more
information.

Thursday, December 2
Please join us in the Narthex for lunch
and then we will quilt afterward.
No sewing skill required.
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We invite you to please help support Good
Samaritans of Garland as they help those less
fortunate in our community. You can show
Jesus’ love to others by picking up an envelope
from the Angel Tree in the fellowship hall
and filling it with a $10 Walmart gift card or
$10 cash if you’d like us to do the shopping
for you. Return it to the box below the tree
anytime during the month of December.
Remember to write your name on the back of
the envelope if you would like to have this
donation included on your 2021 giving statement from TOL. These cards help Good Sam’s
clients throughout the year. Thank you in
advance for your generosity!
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Stewardship Corner - Time and Talents Feature - Don Farmer
Isaiah 24:4-6 - "The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers, the exalted of the
earth languish. The earth is defiled by its people; they have disobeyed the laws, violated the statutes and
broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore, a curse consumes the earth; its people must bear their guilt.
Therefore, earth's inhabitants are burned up, and very few are left."
Sometimes it seems like we’re living the days that Isaiah was talking about. Droughts, wildfires, hurricanes, and tornados assault us. Pestilence and famine rule our daily lives. Is there anything that we can
do? I think so. I believe that we’re called to be stewards of all that God has given us. As it turns out, I
now volunteer some of my time at a place where I and others are given the title of Steward. Let me briefly tell you how I got there and what I do.
I grew up on a small farm in Southern Michigan and spent much of my free time wandering the fields
and woods with my older brother and cousin. Evening fishing trips with my family was a common summer activity, and our vacations were camping trips across the United States and Canada.
In college, I majored in Geography and Biology and then continued for a master’s degree in Geography.
As a planner for a Michigan county, I consulted with rural townships, helping them develop growth
plans which respected their environmental resources and additionally developed the county’s first recreation and open space plan.
I left that occupation but never lost my appreciation for the environment. In 2012, at a training session
to maintain professional planner certification, I became aware of a statewide volunteer organization
with a local chapter, the North Texas Master Naturalists (NTMN), covering Dallas, Rockwall, and Kaufman Counties. Membership in NTMN requires both classroom environmental education and volunteer
activity to receive certification. All the volunteer work is directed at educating the public and/or performing tasks which improve the environment.

While I have done a variety of volunteer tasks for NTMN, I found one opportunity during training that
spoke to me and my interests, the John Bunker Sands Wetland Center (JBS), located just south of Hwy
175 east of Seagoville. Residing in the center of a manmade wetlands which uses natural processes to
clean drinking water for residents of the area, JBS provides environmental education classes primarily
directed at school-age children of the metroplex as well as being open to the public for nature walks and
birding.
Job 12:7-10 - "But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds of the air, and they will tell you;
or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish of the sea inform you. Which of all these does not
know that the hand of the LORD has done this? In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of
all mankind."
Over the past ten years, I’ve helped teach nature related classes, led nature walks, and helped with more
humble tasks such as keeping classrooms and restrooms clean, even participating in an annual roadside
cleanup along the highway leading to JBS. None of this is overtly done as Christian outreach but to educate another generation about the need to respect all that God has given us. Many of the children that
we educate come from urban areas and have little experience with nature. Most, if not all, of the staff
and volunteers are Christians and I believe that our respect for each other, the students, and stewardship of the environment shines through.
If you think you might be interested in volunteering at JBS, let me know. You do not need to be a Master
Naturalist, just willing to be a steward. Let’s all do whatever we can to make sure that we never hear
the words from God that Jeremiah heard.
Jeremiah 2:7 - "I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich produce. But you came and defiled my land and made my inheritance detestable."
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Worship & Bible Study
Opportunities at TOL
Please join us for worship – Sundays at
10:30 am in person and on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/
TreeofLifeLCMS/
The Adult Bible Class
Sundays at 9 am in person
in E 7/8 and via Zoom.
“The Gifts of the Holy Spirit”

The Thursday Morning Bible Class
10 am in person in the Narthex
and via Zoom.
The New Testament book of Romans
All are welcome to join these classes in
person or on Zoom. Please contact the
church office for the Zoom link.
Children’s Sunday School
Elementary students meet at 9 am in E3.
Youth meet at 9 am in the Library.
MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, December 11th at 8 am
All men are invited to this potluck style
breakfast with fellowship and Bible study in the
Narthex on the second Saturday of each month.
LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Saturday, December 4th at 1:00 pm
All ladies are invited to the home of
Margaret Ball for fellowship, snacks and
Bunco. Contact Megan Kortze or
Margaret Ball for more information.
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Offerings and Attendance for November
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

11/7/21

NA

73

$5,178

$700

$518

11/14/21

NA

62

$4,085

$100

$409

11/21/21

NA

94

$5,347

$900

$535

11/28/21

NA

54

$9,037

$300

$904

$2,000

$2,366

Total for November $23,647*

*Planned for in November—$21,643

Offerings and Attendance for October
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

10/3/21

NA

50

$6,580

$100

$658

10/10/21

NA

55

$4,252

$300

$425

10/17/21

NA

55

$8,590

$300

$859

1024/21

NA

72

$4,926

$1,200

$493

10/31/21

NA

61

$3,210

$700

$321

$27,558*

$2,600

$2,756

Total for October

*Planned for in October—$21,643

General Offering
Year to Date

Planned Offering
Year to Date

335,026

$238,073
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Sunday, December 12th
This fun cookie exchange is a fundraiser for the youth trip to the National
Youth Gathering in July 2022.
So maybe you are on a diet or can’t have
sweets...buy some to give to a neighbor
and brighten their day, or give a friend
some cookies with an invitation to
worship with us.

THANKSGIVING BOXES
FOR TOLER
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS
Thank you to everyone who
donated food! We were able
to bless the students and
families of Toler with
44 boxes of food!

The LWML is hosting a Silent Auction on
Sunday, Dec. 5th from 9:30 am - noon.
This is a great time to do some
Christmas shopping! Proceeds will be
given to LWML Mission projects and to
the TOL Youth for their trip to the
National Youth Gathering.
For more information please contact
Noreene Hurst.

Tree of Life’s 'Simply Grace' Benefit
Music Concert held on November 6th
raised over $2,000 for our youth ministry to help cover costs of their trip to the
LCMS National Youth Gathering in
Houston in July 2022. Special thanks to
Dr. Norm Wick and Mrs. Mary Wick for
all their hard work to plan, prepare, and
accomplish a beautiful evening of
Christ-centered music, delicious desserts
and a wonderful time of fellowship!

Page 5

Grulke Bible Translators
This is a wonderful season in the year. There is a sense of thankfulness for the wonderful blessings that we all enjoy in
our lives as we make the shift from Thanksgiving to the season of Advent and preparation for Christmas.
We too are filled with thanks for all of the blessings that we enjoy in our lives here in Botswana. We have all that our
family needs and more. We love the people with whom we work and the mission that we are gathered to support. We
are getting closer and closer to reaching our publication goals. We have seen wonderful community response to some of
the Scripture engagement things that we have been able to do. We feel blessed to be here in Botswana and know that
God has called us to be here, even when things are hard. This place is full of blessings and joy.
Because life is not perfect here. Things are hard. We struggle with missing people, things and culture from home. Our
partner here, the Bible Society of Botswana, is in a very difficult financial and strategic position. Sometimes it seems as
though our presence here is more of a hindrance than a help. There are still systematic problems within Botswana and
the economy here that make it difficult for most people to move beyond subsistence living, let alone to thrive. This place
is full of hardships and pain.
This is tension of living here in this world. We live in the knowledge that things are not "good" as God pronounced it in
Genesis, but we still must live in this world until Christ comes again to make all things new. This "in-between" time is
the place where we all find ourselves. It would be easy to just give up and try to survive in times like these. The broken
world is so big and the problems are so overwhelming. It is tempting to just check out, to circle our wagons and wait
until Christ returns, letting the world fall to pieces around us.
When the world seems too overwhelming to me, I like to
look at the skies. Nature soothes my soul in a way that
few other things can. Here in Botswana, we can see SO
many stars. When I look up at the night sky, it reminds
me of Isaiah 40:26:

Lift up your eyes on high and see:
Who created these?
He who brings out their host and numbers them,
calling them all by name;
because he is great in strength,
mighty in power,

God has created each of us. In a world of billions of people, God has called us by name. In a world that seems so full of
evil and hatred and can be so overwhelming, God is mightier than all of those things. And God, who is great in
strength, did not create us to be hidden. We were created to shine like those stars across the Botswana skies.
So when the world seems too big, too evil or just too much, remember that God has created you, called you by name and
set you in place to shine your light. Not to hide away and protect you and yours, but to go into the world and be YOU.
That's something to be thankful for.
Please see the Grulkes’ complete letter in the Information Center.

Keep us in your prayers:
• For a God who has created us and given us a place to
shine in this world
• For the season of Advent, that it would be a time of
waiting and renewal for us all
• For great progress in the Shekgalagari project, that
God would continue to give us what we need in order to
reach our goal
• For a wonderful school here that our kids love and
meets our family's needs.
• For COVID cases to recede in Botswana and around
the world.
• That God would continue to provide for our ministry
through partners like you.
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

