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Where Is Your Hope?
“Now faith is the certainty of things hoped for, a proof of things not
seen.” -Hebrews 11:1 (NASB)
Whether we are aware of it, or not, we sure do hope for many things. Here are
just a few examples of things you may have hoped for in the past or may hope
for in the future...

Inside this issue:

“I sure hope that I get to spend Christmas with my family this year.”
“I sure do hope that the government gets their act together and does things the
way I want them too.”
“I hope that my neighbor cuts their lawn before it turns into a jungle out there.”
“I hope that traffic isn’t terrible and that I make it to my appointment on time.”
“I hope that the doctor calls me back with good news instead of bad news.”
Hope runs throughout the undercurrent of our life, doesn’t it? And yet, many of
the things we may hope for don’t pan out the way that we had hoped that they
would. This can cause us to get frustrated with circumstances, with people, with
ourselves, or even with God at times.
So, over and above all of our earthly hopes ….where is your hope?
God tells us in His word, in the book of Hebrews, that faith is based on things
that we hope for and yet we can’t see right now with our very eyes. Thank goodness that the Lord has given us His written word, which we can see. He also
gives us His tangible body in bread, and in His true presence His blood in wine.
He has also placed us within the family of the body of Christ, a real church family
redeemed believers in our Savior Jesus. These are all real signs of His activity
and love among us!
But our greatest hope is in something that we cannot
see in the flesh, at least not on this side of eternity. This
hope is described by Paul in Titus 2:13 when he reminds
us to be, “looking for the blessed hope and the
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appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Christ Jesus.” He also reiterates this in Colossians
1:5 when he speaks, “of the hope reserved for you
in heaven.”
Our greatest hope is the hope that was won for us
on that cross of Calvary when Jesus bled and died
for you and me and for all people. He paid the full
price for all of our sins and won Continued on page 2
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
for us our eternal salvation on that day. Our
greatest hope is stored up for us in heaven and
no one can ever take that hope away! No
earthly situation can ever steal this away.
It is this eternal hope that we, by faith, continue
to cling to when the circumstances and trials
of this life seem to be insurmountable. Our
eyes of faith can look past this momentary
affliction and remember that our eternal hope
in Jesus is unshakable! It is this hope that will
one day be fully realized in all of its glory when
we rise in Christ and claim our eternal place in
His heavenly kingdom. Now that is a hope
worth praising and rejoicing over! That is a
hope that will forever stand.

“Wait for the Lord;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!” -Psalm 27:14

Library Volunteer Needed
The Board of Education is seeking a
library volunteer to put all of the books
on the desk in the library on the shelves.
Please contact Amanda Maddox for more
information.

Thursday, November 11th

THANKSGIVING BOXES
FOR TOLER
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS
The Board of Outreach is asking for
your help to provide the following
non-perishable food items (canned or
boxed) so that families in our community
can have a blessed Thanksgiving.
We request that these items be
brought to TOL by November 10th.
Cake mix
Peas
Corn
Cranberry sauce
Carrots
Green beans
Rice
Tomatoes
Mac n cheese
Sodas
Pumpkin
Instant potato mix
Corn bread mix
Rolls
Instant stuffing
Tea
Soup
Beets
Pecan/pumpkin pie
Fruits

Please join us in the Narthex for lunch
and then we will quilt afterward.
No sewing skill required.
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Stewardship Corner
Time and Talents Feature
Winter Clothing Drive for
Good Samaritans of Garland
and Hanby Elementary in Mesquite
Thank you to everyone who donated!!!
We collected 27 coats for kids, 41 coats for
adults, 25 scarves, 43 hats, 29 pairs of gloves
and 17 pairs of socks
Thank you to Thrivent Action Teams
for their support of this project.

With plenty of ups, downs, twists, turns, rough
roads in my younger life-time and wondering “WHY
ME”?? “WHY”? “WHERE ARE YOU”?!!!!
However, at that time, I was IN the world and OF
the world, on the streets.
NOW, my life has a meaning, a purpose which is to
spread love to the less fortunate, the homeless
people who are in need and not judging, condemning, and wondering why are “they” those “people”
out here? But does it matter? Really - No it
doesn’t.

I became a resident of Texas in October 2005 (the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina) with 3 grandsons
due to the fact that my daughter, their mom, was
deployed to IRAQ. We were all alone without anyone
to turn to but Jesus and I surrendered ALL to HIM.
I saw more homeless, less fortunate people asking
for whatever with signs, cups, etc. Under bridges,
at red lights/stop signs, sleeping in cars and at that
point in time I digressed for a moment, I felt the urge
to help in some way but not monetary. But how???

HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO LEARN HOW
TO PLAY THE HANDBELLS ????
WELL NOW’S YOUR CHANCE
We are offering handbell lessons to anyone interested – from beginners to those just wanting
to improve their skills and learn new techniques. During this time we are not planning
on playing in church, so it will be a very relaxed
atmosphere with no pressure. Feel free to call
me for more information or to let me know that
you are interested.
WHEN: Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.

In September 2006 we joined Bethel Lutheran
Church, a few years later I was on the Church
Council and had met a friend with the same ideas
of helping the homeless/needy. We came “out of
pocket” and started with the Spreading the Love
bags, in different areas Garland, downtown Dallas,
and BON TON Farms area three times monthly we
were serving as many as we could.
In 2013, I joined Bethel LWML Outreach Society,
2018 - Heart 2 Heart Sisters organization and
received food items, winter items/clothing donations for the homeless, etc., 2017 - TOL LWML
Outreachers Society, not much but it means a lot to
me. I love doing what I can do for the less fortunate/
homeless, 7 plus years and now I know “WHY ME”!!!
With that being said, “Before you judge a person,
walk a mile in his shoes”.
To God be the glory! Thank You Jesus!
To volunteer with the homeless, please consider
one of these organizations:
Good Samaritans 214 N. 12th Street, Garland

WHERE: Church Sanctuary

New Liberty Baptist Church. 333 W. Centerville Rd. Garland

CONTACT: Linda Hill

Sharing Life Community outreach. 3544 E. Emporium Cir. Mesquite

COME JOIN THE “DING-A-LINGS”
AND CHECK IT OUT

Genesis Women's Shelter. 4411 Lemmon Ave. Dallas
The Bridge Homeless Recovery Center.
1818 Corsicans St. Dallas
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Worship & Bible Study
Opportunities at TOL
Please join us for worship – Sundays at
10:30 am in person and on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/
TreeofLifeLCMS/

Offerings and Attendance for September
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

9/5/21

NA

63

$8,488

$300

$849

NEW FALL BIBLE STUDIES!

9/12/21

NA

60

$2,255

$1,100

$226

The Adult Bible Class
Sundays at 9 am in person
in E 7/8 and via Zoom.
“The Core Attitudes of a Christ Follower”

9/19/21

NA

50

$4,120

$300

$412

9/26/21

NA

49

$3,268

$1,100

$327

$2,800

$1,814

The Thursday Morning Bible Class
10 am in person in the Narthex
and via Zoom.
The New Testament book of Romans
All are welcome to join these classes in
person or on Zoom through the following link:
Please contact the church office for the
Zoom link.
Children’s Sunday School
resumes September 19th
MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, November 13th at 8 am
All men are invited to this potluck style
breakfast with fellowship and Bible study in the
Narthex on the second Saturday of each month.
LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Friday, November 12th at 7:00 pm
All ladies are invited to the Willow Bend
PAC for a production of “Oklahoma!”
Contact Megan Kortze for more information
and to purchase tickets.
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Total for September $18,131*

*Planned for in September—$21,643

Offerings and Attendance for October
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

10/3/21

NA

50

$6,580

$100

$658

10/10/21

NA

55

$4,252

$300

$425

10/17/21

NA

55

$8,590

$300

$859

1024/21

NA

72

$4,926

$1,200

$493

10/31/21

NA

61

$3,210

$700

$321

$27,558*

$2,600

$2,756

Total for October

*Planned for in October—$21,643

General Offering

Planned Offering

$311,379

$216,430
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Sunday, November 21st
immediately after worship
Please join us to vote on our 2022 budget and
elect officers and board members.
Following the meeting there will be a potluck
lunch. We ask you to bring the following
according to your last name:
A—K: Salads, sides, bread
L—P: Main dish/casserole
R—Z: Desserts

"Tree of Life will be presenting its 'Simply
Grace' Benefit Music Concert in the sanctuary
on Saturday night, November 6th at 7:00
p.m. Proceeds from a free-will offering from
the concert will benefit our youth ministry and
help cover costs of their trip to the LCMS National Youth Gathering in Houston from July
9-13, 2022. Our presentation will feature both
members and guest performers coming
together for a delightful musical event.
Members are encouraged to both remind one
another about this special offering and invite
their extended families, friends and neighbors
to attend. There is no admission or ticket
required to see the concert and a scrumptious
post-concert dessert will be provided as a
bonus!"

Your thoughtfulness is very much
appreciated.
Thank you for the beautiful flowers for
our New Member Sunday.
Walter & Mary Marks

John and I thank you for all the prayers,
cards, calls, meals, and comfort during both
of my recent surgeries. I’m hopeful that I
will be back in person for church and Bible
study soon. John wants to hang up his
nurse’s hat soon too! It is truly a blessing to
be part of such a caring and compassionate
community. Much love,
Lisa and John Theriot

A heartfelt Thank you to everyone that
donated to the All Creatures Great and
Small Pet Food Drive, sponsored in part by
Thrivent Action Teams. Over 225 pounds
of dog and cat food was collected and $111
raised to feed the animals.
Thank you,
Mary Marks
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Ladies Fellowship
Friday, November 12th at 7:00 pm
This month we will be gathering to attend a
performance of Oklahoma! by the NTPA
Collegiate Pursuits in Plano! Here is a link to
more info:
https://artandseek.org/calendar/event/109647/
oklahoma-ntpa-collegiate-pursuits
Where: Willow Bend Performing Arts Center
(6121 W Park Blvd B216, Plano, TX 75093)
Cost: $15 per person.
If you are interested in going, we need to have a
final head count by Sunday November 7th.
Tickets will be ordered Monday November 8th,
and payment is due to Megan Kortze by Friday
November 12th (or just talk to me about it and
we can work something out). If you commit to
attending, you commit to paying for a ticket.
If your plans change and you are unable to
attend, you can either give or sell your ticket to
someone else. You are more than welcome to
purchase more than one ticket to bring a friend!
You can contact Megan Kortze or the church
office for more information.

Wednesday, Nov. 24th

7:00 pm

Neighborhood Scavenger Hunt
& Bingo Extravaganza

Thank you to everyone that brought items and
helped with the scavenger hunt. There were
100 bags prepared. About half of the bags
were given away. The rest of the bags are
going to Elevate to give to kids with their
apartment ministry.
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SAVE the DATE
for this annual TOL holiday tradition!
Sunday, December 12th
This fun cookie exchange is a fundraiser for the youth trip to the National
Youth Gathering in July 2022.
More details about this event to follow.

All Saints Sunday
November 7th is All Saints Sunday, and as is our
tradition, we will read the names of the Saints of
Tree of Life who have gone to be with Jesus since
last All Saints Day. Please contact the office with
the name(s) of immediate family members if you
would like to have their name read during the
service.

Concordia Seminary-Saint Louis, MO
Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your generous gift of $542.00 to
Concordia Seminary. Your partnership in our
ministry of preparing future pastors, deaconesses,
missionaries and other leaders for service to the
church is a special blessing!
Since its founding in 1839, the Seminary has prepared more than 13,000 graduates to serve our
Lord and His people. On behalf of our students, I
would like to express profound gratitude for your
support that enables them to fully prepare themselves to answer God’s call.
Thank you again for your caring gift in support of
your Seminary, and may the Lord continue to
bless you and your loved ones!
Most cordially yours,
Vicki Biggs
Senior Vice President, Seminary Advancement
Chief Communications Officer
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

