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Thankful, Even In The Dark
It is perhaps easier to find reason to give thanks to God when everything is going well in our lives. We could probably all agree that this
year of 2020 is one in which we have all been tried and tested in our
faith. The pandemic does not seem to be going away. An early winter
hit and the colder temperatures and the overcast skies could give us
the tendency to slip into a "woe is me" kind of thinking.
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"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you."
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I encourage you to pause now or sometime today and to count all of
the blessings you have in your life today because of God. That's right.
Break out a clean sheet of paper and write down those reasons you
have to give thanks to God! We have so many reasons to give thanks
to God, even in the midst of times of darkness and uncertainty.
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Regardless of the current circumstances in our lives, we always have
great reason to give thanks to God. The Apostle Paul actually
succinctly calls us to this in his closing remarks to the church in
Thessalonica when he said,

There is something remarkable that happens when we stop focusing
on the problems and all the things that aren't going our way in life, and when we instead praise
and give thanks to God for all of the innumerable ways that we have been treated better than
we deserve in Jesus.

You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com

Christian author Ravi Zacharias says it this way,
"Gratitude” comes from the same word as
freedom (gratis = free). Gratitude is the freeing
expression of a free heart toward one who freely
gave."
Continued on page 2
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
There is no greater thing for us to be thankful for in any season of life than the free gift of
God's grace and our salvation in Jesus. We have done nothing to earn or be worthy of this
free, eternal gift. Stop and think for a moment. The real son of God, Jesus Christ, died for
you. He went through the pain and terrible torture of the cross for your sake. What a reason to live in and out of gratitude, no matter what life throws our way today!
May we live with that attitude of gratitude not just in the upcoming season of
Thanksgiving, but every day until Jesus calls us home. And for those moments when we
are lacking in gratitude, we again have the opportunity to turn back to our gracious and
forgiving Savior, to ask Him for forgiveness for our feeble and flawed attitudes, knowing
that He forgives us and loves us just the same.
Be thankful, my brothers and sisters. Oh, and by the way. I am thankful for you! It is a joy
and privilege to be your pastor here at Tree of Life.
Thankfully Your Servant in Jesus,
Pastor Mark

Worship & Bible Study
Opportunities at TOL
Please join us for worship –
Sundays at 10:30 am on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/
TreeofLifeLCMS/
We will continue our Adult Bible Class on
Sundays at 8:15 am via Zoom.
We are currently studying the
Gospel of John.
The Thursday Morning Bible Class meets
at 10:00 am via Zoom
and is studying the book of Acts.
Please contact the church office at
972-226-6086 for the Zoom links.
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Thursday Private Communion
Appointments
Pastor Mark is offering appointments to come
to TOL to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. These
are 30 minute appointments and there will be
a brief time of worship with Pastor concluding
with Communion.
We ask if you wish to partake that you call the
office to make your appointment. Please wait
in your car until your appointment time and
when you come in please wear your mask.
The next appointments will be on November 5
and 19th from 1:00—4:00 pm. Please call the
office at 972-226-6086 to schedule your
appointment.
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WEAR YOUR MASK PROPERLY
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Offerings and Attendance for September
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Bible Studies and
Ladies Fellowship &
Worship Night
Join us for Bible Study Sundays
at 8:15 am and Thursdays at 10 am
Ladies Fellowship & Worship
On THURSDAYS at 7:00 pm

Our Ladies Zoom has morphed into a
fellowship night with games and
themes and more time to socialize and
get to know each other better. We will
still have our worship and praise nights
occasionally and we will let you know
week to week what the plan is by email
or you can call the office.

Please contact the church office
for the Zoom links.
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Mission
Tithe

9/6/20

NA

NA

$5,198

$100

$520

9/13/20

NA

NA

$3,050

$100

$305

9/20/20

NA

NA

$4,430

$100

$443

9/27/20

NA

NA

$2,949

$500

$295

$800

$1,563

Total for September $15,627*

*Planned for in September—$21,315

Offerings and Attendance for October
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

10/4/20

NA

41

$5,155

$475

$516

10/11/20

NA

NA

$3,510

$100

$351

10/18/20

NA

29

$4,139

$900

$414

10/25/20

NA

40

$3,672

$200

$367

$16,476

$1,675

$1,648

Total for October

*Planned for in October—$21,315

General Offering
Year to Date

Planned Offering
Year to Date

$191,358

$213,150
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From our Seminary Student
To Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
Thank you for continuing to be one of my
Adopt—a—Student sponsors as I enter my
final year of my MDiv. As you may remember, I spent the previous academic year
studying abroad at the University of
Cambridge where I successfully completed
a Diploma in Theology and Ministry. I am
now in my final year here at Concordia
Seminary St. Louis before I will graduate
with my MDiv in the Spring.
Here at the Seminary we have been blessed
to be able to have all of our classes in
person. We are taking numerous precautions, but it has been great to actually be
able to be in the classroom. . . .
In other new, I am the new chairman for
Concordia’s student journal: Grapho. We
will be publishing a new issue in the
Spring, but the work for that has already
begun. This is a great opportunity for
students to share with each other their
research and writing, Previous issues of
Grapho have featured some really wonderful pieces, and I am excited to have the
opportunity to take the lead on this.
Finally, I was recently invited to preach at
the Friday chapel service at Concordia
University Chicago where I preached on
Paul’s Christ hymn in Philippians 2. This
was a wonderful opportunity to preach
Jesus to the undergraduate students there
at Concordia Chicago. . . .
As always, thank you so much for being one
of my Adopt-a-Student sponsors. My education these past several years has only been
possible because of people like you.

The ladies of TOL’s LWML Outreachers
would like to thank all of you for your
donations to Lutheran World Relief.
The Ingathering was postponed from
April (due to the pandemic) until now,
November 14th. We made 28 Personal
Care Kits that will be delivered to Messiah
Lutheran Church in Plano. That is
fantastic! Thank you all & God Bless!

Winter Clothing Drive
If you would still like to donate
we will accept donations through
November 8th. Donations of
adults and children’s coats and
gloves are especially needed.
Donations go to Good
Samaritans of Garland and
Floyd Elementary in Mesquite.
Thank you to all who
have donated!

God’s Peace,
Kendall Davis
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Sunday, November 22nd
Following worship

Plans are being made to hold our important Fall Voters Meeting on Sunday, Nov. 22, 2020 after worship
both in person and through Zoom for all who cannot make it in person. The Zoom link is the same one
used for our Bible Studies.

Please contact the office for the Zoom link.
We will be sending out the information needed to participate in the meeting (slate of proposed officers
and budget for 2021, minutes from the last Voters Meeting, etc.)
Our church constitution dictates that there are numerous positions on our church council that should be
held for 3 year terms. In some cases, we have had some very gracious people who have been willing to
serve beyond these term limits.
Please consider what areas of our church you are passionate about and to ask the Lord this simple
and yet bold question, "Jesus, are you calling me to step up my commitment here in your church
and to use the gifts you have given me?".
Please listen to what God has to say and the ways in which His Spirit may be leading you.
Here are some of the areas where we are looking for able and God-gifted leaders in our church family.
Parenthesis indicate the 2020 officer or Board Chair. The Boards need many members and the chair is
decided by the Board at their first meeting in 2021. President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer are
elected at the Fall Voters’ Meeting.



President (Rick Woolery)



Vice President (Stacey Karlin)



Secretary (Sandra Melton)



Treasurer (Betty Nixon)



Board of Education (Mary Mobley)



Board of Fellowship (Daphne Stanley)



Board of Outreach (Shannon Murphy)



Board of Stewardship (Kara Jander)



Board of Trustees (Jeff Matzek)

 Board of Youth (Amanda Maddox)
Please reach out to Pastor Mark, Rick Woolery, your elders, or any current members of our church council if you have any questions or feel the
prompting of Jesus to step up your commitment to our beloved TOL family!

Mobile Church Directory
Our pictorial directory is still in production, but in the meantime, Lifetouch has provided us
with a mobile app. Contact Kara if your information on the app needs to be updated. This app
is for TOL members only. Contact the office for the link and access code.
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TOL Youth Fundraising

From the Seminary

The Senior Youth would like to thank
everyone that brought aluminum cans.
We brought them in on 10/17/2020. 45
pounds @ $0.40 a pound. $18 received.
This is an ongoing fundraiser for the 2022
National Youth Gathering. Please put your
aluminum cans (bagged securely) behind
the fence near the kitchen.
The Youth are also recycling ink cartridges
and cell phones. Ink cartridges and cell
phones can be placed in the green box in
the fellowship hall on the table between
the kitchen and the library. TOL is NOT
able to recycle computers, chargers,
cameras, gaming systems, etc.

Dear Tree of Life Family,
Thank you so much for your prayers,
loving thoughts, cards and gestures of
kindness you showed to me and my family
upon Cecil’s passing. It is so comforting to
know that all of you are here for us during
our time of need.

Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your generous gift of $469.00 to
Concordia Seminary. Your partnership in our ministry of preparing future pastors, deaconesses,
missionaries and leaders for many years of dedicated service to the church is a special blessing!
As fall brings crisp air and beautiful colors to our
trees here on campus, we are moving forward with
enthusiasm and confidence in fulfilling our vital
mission despite the challenges of these times. Our
students are attending their classes daily with
their commitment to ministry as passionate as ever. We are deeply thankful and blessed that our
enrollment of new Master of Divinity students has
increased 55% over last year.
Concordia Seminary’s continued capability to prepare future servants in Christ would not be possible without the support of faithful friends like you
who selflessly donate during these uncertain
times. Thank you once more for your caring generosity!
Most cordially yours,
Vicki Biggs
Senior Vice President, Seminary Advancement

God’s Blessing,
Dorothy Moore

SCRIP Gift Card Program
The next order dates are November 8 and 29.
It’s not too early to think about Christmas
shopping! Contact Kara to place your order
at 972-226-6086 or tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org.
To see a list of gift card options go to
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/
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The Quilt Blessing will be Sunday, November
1st. The Ingathering for our area has been
moved to November 14, 2020. If you want to
cut squares, sew, or help in any way towards
next year’s goals please contact Lisa Theriot.
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

