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A Time to Listen
I could save myself and others a lot of harm and heartache if I could just
pause and think before I speak sometimes. Can anybody else relate to
this human conundrum?
Thank God for constant opportunities to receive God’s forgiveness and
for forgiving people who have offered us grace for the words that we
have spoken wrongly in the past. We live in the midst of a storm of
emotions and uncertainties these days. I believe it is imperative now
more than ever that we learn or perhaps relearn the art of actively
listening to one another.
I love the writings of 20th century theologian Rev. Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
He once said,
“The first service one owes to others in the fellowship consists in
listening to them. Just as love of God begins in listening to His Word, so
the beginning of love for the brethren is learning to listen to them. It is
God’s love for us that He not only gives us His Word but lends us His
ear. So it is His work that we do for our brother when we learn to listen to
him. Just as love of God begins in listening to His Word, so the
beginning of love for the brethren is learning to listen to them. It is God’s
love for us that He not only gives us His Word but lends us His ear. So it
is His work that we do for our brother when we learn to listen to him.”
God always listens intently to our prayerful words. Even the groans of
our hearts and souls are heard by our Loving Father in heaven. God
desires for us to develop and to have that same listening ear towards our
neighbor on a daily basis. This kind of listening isn’t just a mere passive
one that pays attention to only the surface level, but
seeks to hear the heart of the person who is
speaking to us, whether in person, over the phone
(or FaceTime), over text or e-mail or even Zoom
nowadays!
Let us heed these words straight from the heart of
God.
“Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person
be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger”
You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
James 1:19)
or mark.couser@gmail.com
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
Here is an honest confession from your pastor. Sometimes I do the exact opposite of what God’s
word commands us to do here. I can at times be quick to speak, fast to get angry, and very slow to
listen to others. This should not be! Lord, help me!
Just to remind us that this is an overarching commandment to us in God’s word, here are two other
short verses who say something similar.
“A time to be silent and a time to speak.” (Ecclesiastes 3:7b)
“Let the wise listen and add to their learning,
and let the discerning get guidance.” (Proverbs 1:5)
So, let us practice this today with the help of the Holy Spirit. Practice the pause and lean into
listening versus speaking first when somebody around us opens up about what is going on in their
life or when they are processing this world that we live in.
I love the words of blogger, Katherine Walden when she says, “If a person feels the need to tell you
the same story countless times, there is a reason. It is either important to their heart or they feel it is
important for you to know. Be kind, be attentive, be patient and perhaps you will be the one God
uses to help them move past where they are stuck.”
Let us grow in actively listening as Jesus gives us ears and hearts to care and love for those around
us, especially those who think or believe differently from us. The opportunities are limitless on what
we can learn when we stop talking and start listening to those that God places around us. May you
and I be blessed as we listen and gain understanding and offer tangible compassion to those who
need Christ’s love expressed through our open ears. And be on the lookout for those who are
listening to you too!
Dear Jesus, I desperately need your help with my words today and each day. Help me to listen first
and to withhold my tongue before I think about what I am going to say. Give me your compassionate
and humble posture to listen to the hearts of the people you have me interacting with today and
each day. Help me by the power of the Holy Spirit to be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
get angry. Thank you for hearing and answering this prayer! In the name of Jesus I pray. Amen.

Rules for Returning to Worship During COVID-19
These are interesting times that we are living in. We have grieved our time away from one another
during this pandemic. Your elders and pastor have prayerfully contemplated how best to navigate
these unchartered waters. As we return to worship on our campus there will be a change to the
schedule. There will be a Zoom bible class that will take place at 8:15 am with no on-site bible
studies or Sunday School at this time.
Here are the rules that we are asking everyone who plans on attending worship to please follow
with patience, vigilance and great care for the safety of all of our Tree of Life family.
We encourage those that are 65 or older in age, and those with underlying health conditions, to
continue to stay home and participate in worship services remotely at this time through the Tree of
Life Facebook page.
We ask that anyone exhibiting any symptoms, or that has been in close contact in the last 14 days
with someone who is lab confirmed to have COVID-19, to please stay home. These symptoms
Continued on page 3
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include: Cough - Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing - Chills - Repeated shaking with chills Muscle pain - Headache - Sore throat - Loss of taste or smell - Diarrhea - Feeling feverish or a
measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit - Known close contact
with a person who is lab confirmed to have COVID-19.


A registration e-mail through Google forms will be sent out each Monday before our weekly
worship gathering. People who will be attending worship that week will need to register over
e-mail or by calling the church phone and leaving a message with how many people in your
family will be attending. This will make sure that we are able to practice proper social
distancing during our worship gatherings at this time.



All people attending worship will be temperature checked with a non-touch thermometer to
check for fever symptoms by one of our elders. You will be asked a few simple questions to make
sure you have not shown any signs of COVID 19.



All worship attendees will be required to wear masks in the building at all times. TOL will have
extra masks on hand for those who forget to bring their own.



Once in the church building, attendees should use the bathroom facility before worship as access
during worship will be limited. Only one person will be allowed in the bathroom at one time.



We will have a guided walkway in the Fellowship Hall with no chairs available for socializing
before worship. Please enter the sanctuary promptly upon arrival.



There will be no communion for the first few weeks back. This will be added once our current
rules have become commonplace and we have had a few weeks of monitoring how it goes.



There will be no hugging or sharing of Christ’s peace during this time.



There will be no coffee or food available during gatherings at church.



Usher will dismiss everyone by rows following worship with the back of the church being
dismissed first and the front being dismissed last.



In each pew, families may sit together but need to have six feet of distance between them and
anyone else in their row. No exceptions.



The building will be disinfected after every church gathering.



Please take bulletins with you following church and do not leave them in the building.



Offerings will be dropped off on the back table and the offering plates will not be passed.



Ushers will do a head count and there will be no attendance sheets passed at this time.



We will not use prayer cards at this time. Prayer requests can be sent to the church office over
e-mail or sent by text to Pastor before worship at (214) 908-0242.



Plan to arrive 20-30 minutes before worship to make sure there is ample time for everyone to be
seated before 10:30am.



Hand sanitizer stations are present throughout the building and should be used as often as you see fit.

Please contact Pastor Mark or your elder if you have any questions about these rules. Let us
remember again to take extra care to love our neighbor at this time. We cannot wait to be able to
worship together again!
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Offerings and Attendance for July
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Bible Studies and
Ladies Fellowship &
Worship Night
Join us for Bible Study Sundays
at 8:15 am and Thursdays at 10 am

7/5/20

NA

19

$4,353

$100

$435

7/12/20

NA

19

$5,445

$4,192

$545

7/19/20

NA

17

$6,611

$150

$661

7/26/20

NA

34

$3,694

$500

$369

$20,103*

$4,942

$2,010

Total for July

*Planned for in July—$21,315

Offerings and Attendance for June
DATE

Ladies Fellowship & Worship
On THURSDAYS at 7:00 pm

Our Ladies Zoom has morphed into a
fellowship night with games and
themes and more time to socialize and
get to know each other better. We will
still have our worship and praise nights
occasionally and we will let you know
week to week what the plan is by email
or you can call the office.

Mission
Tithe

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

6/7/20

NA

NA

$2,580

$100

$258

6/14/20

NA

NA

$8,669

$500

$867

6/21/20

NA

16

$3,890

$500

$389

6/28/20

NA

17

$6,203

$100

$620

$21,342*

$1,200

$2,134

Total for June

*Planned for in June—$21,315

Please contact the office for the Zoom links.
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General Offering
Year to Date

Planned Offering
Year to Date

$138,160

$149,205
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From the Grulkes—Lutheran Bible Translators in Botswana
We are back in the United States! We have quite the story to tell. We have so much to be thankful for.
When this repatriation flight became available, we weren't really looking to leave, but we weren't closed
off to the idea either. As details about the flight became available, it seemed perfect for us. We kept
saying that if God continues opening doors to return to the United States, we'll keep walking through
them. God kept opening doors all the way home. The first leg of the flight was directly from Maun (where
we live) to London. This flight path is almost unheard of. Usually, there's a stop in Johannesburg or
somewhere else. The price was reasonable. They didn't charge for children under 5. Our continuing flight
from London to Chicago was reasonable as well. Plus, our friends and coworkers in Botswana helped us
prepare to leave and promised to look after our house and our work while we are away. God provided for
us in so many ways.
Our friends from Cross Lutheran in Yorkville, IL met us at the airport and transported us and our
luggage to Kelsey's sister's house in DeKalb, IL. We were warmly welcomed and stayed there for our two
week self-quarantine.
While we were in quarantine, Kelsey's grandfather passed away. The family waited to hold the funeral
when we could attend. While we are saddened at his death and missing him, we are grateful that he is
resting with Jesus and that we could be at the funeral. We are also glad that Carl could officiate the
funeral. We held the funeral outdoors.
We will be taking some time to debrief our first term, both personally and professionally. We will also
be visiting our supporting churches and other interested churches and groups. We will be visiting either
digitally or in person, as the situation allows. We are working on a new speaking schedule now, so if you
or your church is interested in hearing about our ministry and our first term in Botswana, please be in
touch! We also want to highlight that you do not need to be in a position to support our ministry financially
for us to want to talk to you! We are passionate about Bible translation, Scripture engagement, Botswana,
languages, world arts, and missions. If you are too, or you want to know more, please reach out and we
can work something out, either via Zoom or in (socially distanced) person.
Keep us in your prayers:



For all those here and around the world affected by COVID-19.



For rest and rejuvenation.



For wisdom as we set a new travel and digital visiting schedule.



For our coworkers in Botswana who are continuing translation work in our absence.



For the end of our first term and the blessings and challenges of this time of transition



Thanksgiving for the ways God continues to meet our needs.

Like many nonprofit organizations, our giving has been down this year, especially during the pandemic.
We are currently 8% short of our yearly goal to date. Please prayerfully consider supporting our ministry
financially, if you are in a place to do so. We trust that God will continue to provide.
Editor’s note: Previously, TOL had been supporting this ministry primarily through our Adult Sunday
School class offerings. Since we have not had in-person classes our contribution has greatly decreased. If
you are so moved, you can donate to support the Grulke Bible Translators by noting “other” on your
offering envelope or by sending a separate check to TOL and we will send the donations to them all
together. Thank you.
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AV / Sound Room Team

From the Seminary

Would you like to serve the Lord in a “behind
the scenes” way? We need a few individuals to
assist in our sound room on Sunday mornings.
Having our Sunday worship service broadcast
on Facebook has made this ministry even more
important for our members and for potential
visitors. If you are interested in possibly serving
in this ministry, please contact Pastor Mark.

Dear Friends in Christ,

The Ingathering for our area has been extended
to November 20, 2020. If you want to continue
to sew during this time, please do. Bob Green
has donated Kaye’s sewing machine & cutting
table to our group. If you want to cut squares
for someone else to sew, if you have quilt tops
that need to be tied, or you just want to help,
please contact Lisa Theriot at 214-537-4294.

TOL Youth Fundraising
The Tree of Life National Youth Gathering 2022
fundraising events were all cancelled this spring
because of Covid, so we are a little bit short of
this past school year’s goal. We are trying to find
Covid-friendly ways to raise money during the
pandemic.
The price of aluminum has gone up. This made
me think about how the Tree of Life Youth has
always recycled aluminum cans. Amanda and
Annabelle Maddox will be taking a load to the
recycler on Aug 15th.
Please put your aluminum cans (bagged securely)
behind the fence near the kitchen by Aug 14th.
Ink cartridges and cell phones are also recycled
at Tree of Life as a youth fundraiser. There is a
green box to recycle these items in the fellowship
hall on the table between the kitchen and the
library. TOL is NOT able to recycle computers,
chargers, cameras, gaming systems, etc.
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Thank you for your generous gift of $679.00 to
Concordia Seminary! Your important donation
during these uncertain and challenging times is a
special blessing and encouragement to me and to
our students, faculty and staff.
This month marks my final days in service as president of Concordia Seminary. In looking back over
these past 15 years, I can so clearly see the hand of
God in the blessings poured down upon our vital
mission of preparing our church’s future ministry
leaders. Fulfilling this mission is made possible by
the friends and supporters like you whom God
leads to the Seminary. I am and always will be immensely thankful for your generosity.
On behalf of our future servants in Christ and the
many other members of the Concordia Seminary
community, thank you again for your wonderful
gift and for keeping the Seminary and its mission
in your prayers!
Most cordially yours,
Rev. Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President

Dear Tree of Life Family,
We want to take this opportunity to thank you for
all of the care, concern and especially prayers that
you have shown our family this year. From the
passing of Linda’s sister, the wedding of Vicki and
Austin, the Covid diagnoses of Austin (along with
prayers for Camp Lone Star) and Linda’s recent
shoulder surgery, it continues to show how much
our church family really means to us. We miss
being able to see everyone on a regular basis, but
hopefully we will be able to fellowship together in
the not too distant future. Love to you all.
Your brother and sister in Christ,
Phil and Linda Hill
Breeze Thru the Leaves

Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Worship & Bible Study
Opportunities at TOL
Please join us for worship – Sundays at
10:30 am on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/TreeofLifeLCMS/
We will continue our Adult Bible Class on
Sundays at 8:15 am via Zoom.
We are currently studying 2 Thessalonians.
The Thursday Morning Bible Class meets at
10:00 am via Zoom and is studying the book of
Acts. All are welcome to join in these classes.
Please contact the church for the Zoom link.

New Church Directory
Our new church directory has been
delayed due to the Coronavirus Pandemic.
Lifetouch had to close down most of their
facilities creating a delay. We will get the
new directory to you as soon as we receive
them. We appreciate your patience.

SCRIP Gift Card Program
The next order dates are August 9 and 23.
Contact Kara to place your order at
972-226-6086 or tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org.
To see a list of gift card options go to
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/

