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Breeze Thru the Leaves

Tree of Life Lutheran Church
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Focusing On What We Kno@v"ﬁ
There is a word that came to my mlnﬁ&]\t oo
es where a | ot of our minds have gonéy he"se Iast
tancing and |living in some | evel of u tlne.
conjecture an opinion or conclu5|o;}\/’f on
i nformation
As sinful human beings, we often gr"}i‘@eithﬂsgsl“ee towar
the future in order to give oursellves the il l usi
on |ife and that al/l is going to be wel/]l
That is actually Godds job, not ouUTrpSstor’'s message
So what are we called to do? We areco?:tallnllleed% as 0
to focus on what we know and to putFr%murt'hetr%a“s'tnarl'ﬁ
ther who is never going to | eave usoom Bifbdr ssakeied
what we know to be true from His woMra)(/:I Biirsth\é/?%esrgzndo
ually go, not on the variables that are actually completely out of our con - Anniversaries
trol Of ferings &4
So what do we know from Godos word?'HFe"°§re jus
we Kknow. Grul ke Biblk
Transl ators .
nAnd we know that for those who | ove God ,all thi
for good, for those who are calledgﬁggquﬁ'cfitrﬁcg‘“?o
pose. 0 (Romans 8:28)
Aln the world you will have tribuljation. But tak
come the world.o (John 16: 33) Special Points of
Interest:
AYou know that the familyy qfj.b.edel ae;y,qgge
out the world is undergoingActtl\hlelesanméOL
sufferings And the God o,f Vgcll,ogrBabqg,SChv
you to his eternal gl ory n Christ, aft
A WORD suffered a little while, Wisl 9% F ThE QP o
FROM THE and make you strong, fir ‘HaJngngmSPuezaldafEa(Sht
Pet erl 05): 9 Pa-
PASTOR ATrust in the Lord with T 1Easy 8'ut' "heeart,
o= |l ean on your own understanding. Il n all
You can reach Pastor ways acknowl edge him, an he wil!/l ma k e
Couser at 214-908-0242 st r ai ght your pat-ap. 0 (Prroverbs 3:5

or mark.couser@gmail.com
Continued on page 2
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A Word fromcbhei Rasdor,

waste a | ot of emotional, mental and physical
know or things that are out of our control. But
know the GOOD NEWS! We know the end of thefistory
want t o kndoywe sChrtiostknow the power of his resurrecq
feringlshddos. i s the proper way to search and want t
preparation for the eternal |l ife that awaits us
|l strongly encourage you that before you get you
Aunknownso today and in the days ahead, that you
Godaond t herefore we can | et God be God, and | et
Christian music artist Steven Curtis Chapman onc
not . Il can only see a part of this picture Heds
may we focus on what we know of God and the trut
ward in the knowledge of the grace and | ove of J
What a joy it is to forever know Christ, and mor
who died and rose for you and me!

Christbdés grace & peace,
Pastor MarKk

Update Regarding Services & Acti

The elders met this past week and still feel it is best that we continue to worship virtually at
this time. Our tentative plan is to formulate a plan for us to begin to gather at some level on
campus in early June. We want to be extra cautious due to the fact that the curve has yet to be
flattened for COVID -19 in our metropolitan area. We will be meeting as elders again during
the second week of May to reevaluate where we are at and how best to proceed to protect all
members of TOL. We are also paying attention to CDC recommendations, executive orders
from the governor and communication from our Texas District leaders as well. Thank you for
your understanding and patience today and as we move forward.

So for now we will continue to worship on Sunday mornings at 10:30 via Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/TreeofLifeLCMS/

We will continue with Bible Studies via Zoom  (see Bible Study info and Zoom links on page 4).

Please watch your email and listen to the Callingpost messages. If you know of someone that

IS not receiving our communications please let Kara know. (972 -226-6086 or
tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org) Also, please keep us informed of any changes to your contact infor-
mation. We regularly send emails and Callingpost messages. If you are not receiving these
please let us know so that we can correct that and keep you informed.

Letds all stay connected!
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From the Seminar

To Tree of Life Lutheran Church,

ltds been a Ilittle while
much has been happening both around the world and
with me. As always, thank you for your support as one
of my adopt -a-student sponsors. Your support has
made it possible for
past few years and for that | am incredibly thankful.

The last time | wrote to you we were just a few weeks
into the Lent term, which began at the end of January.
We finished up with Lent term about halfway through
March, which means that we are on break until the
beginning of Easter term, which begins toward the end
of April. Now, you should know that due to the situa-
tion with COVID -19, it was necessary for me to return
to the US toward the end of March shortly after the
end of Lent term. We made the decision to return
home in conversation with representatives from Con-
cordia Seminary. Essentially, we realized that academ-
ically the only things left for us to do was to take our
exams and turn in papers during Easter terms. (The
way Cambridge works, there are no lectures during
Easter term. The last lectures are held in Lent term.)
At this point we were also confident that exams would
have to be conducted remotely anyway, which meant
there was no purpose in us staying in the UK. We
would only be putting ourselves at risk for serious
travel and repatriation complications further down the
road.

Fortunately, coming back to the US will not impact my
academics this year. Like | said, there are no lectures
left, just exams and papers. Exams are going to be con-
ducted remotely, so we will be able to do everything we
need to do to finish our coursework here in the US. At
present | am staying with my family in Houston,
which is going well I 6 m
while continuing to work on what | need to for Cam-
bridge and preparing for next year at Concordia Semi-
nary, which will be final year for my MDiv.

In other news, | applied for and was accepted for a
summer fellowship: FASPE (the Fellowship at Ausch-
witz for the Study of Professional Ethics). This is a ra-
ther competitive program that selects about a dozen or
so seminary students from across the US to gather in
Germany and Poland for intensive discussions about
how German church leaders responded to the rise of
the Nazis and were complicit in the Holocaust. The
main focus of this fellowship, however, is how we can

everyt hiElgw

€S

move forward into our own professional contexts and

s i nRragtic ggogl gthical geflection,jn ourichogen fields, , ¢

This fellowship would have been held in the second half
of June, however this
pended. | have been told that they will invite the 2020
for the 2Q21 piogram. (0 gny gage, thswas ay, ¢
significant honor to be selected for this program and |
hope that | get the chance to take advantage of this
opportunity next summer.

Ot her wi
and

on
my

s e, Il 8dm working
writing to finish
my home congregation need
and | dve been talking to
about working at a camp t
keep you updated on all of that.

So then, thank you as always for your support. It

means a lot to me. | hope everyone is staying safe in
your area. | have been daily praying for the churches in
our church body that they may weather this time well
and that we may all make wise decisions for the good of
the church and world that we live in.

Godds Peace,

Kendall Davis

Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you for your wonderful gift of $560.00! Your do-
nation is a special blessing to Concordia Seminary, ad-
vancing its mission of preparing faithful shepherds to
go out into the world and boldly proclaim the love of
Jesus Christ with the all -important message of eternal
salvation through faith in Him!

As we observe Lent throughout this month of March
and into April, we meditate on the suffering that Jesus

S p eChrst endyured on oue behalf gndihow Hednspires us to

serve Him throughout our lifes with the best of our en-
ergies. | pray that this time of special fevotion is espe-
cially meaningful for you and your loved ones as we
prepare for the celebrati
Easter Day.

As we join together in prayerful and penitential reflec-
tion during our observance of joly Lent, | thank you
again for your generous donation to Concordia Semi-
nary in support of its vital mission!

Most cordially yours,

Rev. Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President, Concordia Seminary Saint Louis
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Birthdays

Anniversaries

Of ferings and Attenda
ZOO' ' ‘ DATE ss |10:30 | General | Growing | Mission
- : Offering | Tothe Tithe
Bible Studies and Future
_ o 3/1/20 | 30 [ 89 | $8534 | $300 $853
LadleS WorShIp nght 3/8/20 23 59 $4,962 $150 $496
Join us for Bible Study Sundays at 315/20 | 19 | 58 | $3525 | $100 $353
9:00 am and Thursdays at 10 am
_ o 3/22/20 | NA | NA | $2,897 | $500 $290
Ladies WOFShIp Frldays at 7:.00 pm 3/29/20 | NA NA $3,026 $100 $303
Contact the church at 972 -226-6086 to Total for March $22,944* | $1,150 $2,295
get the zoom links.
*Planned for in March i $21,315
Of ferings and Attende
DATE SS | 10:30 | General | Growing [Mission
Offering | Tothe Tithe
Future
4/5/20 NA NA $5,757 $500 $576
4/12/20 NA NA $4,005 $500 $401
4/19/20 NA NA $2,955 $500 $296
4/26/20 NA NA $2,959 $500 $296
Total for April $15,676* | $2,000 $1,569
Jesus Leads the Way
) *Planned for in April A $21,315
VBS 2020 _ _
has been postponed until 2021 due to General Offering Planned Offering
Year to Date Year to Date
concern for the health of our members,
volunteers and the community. $74,082 $85,260
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Keep us in your prayers:

T For all those here and arowlrdd t he worl d affected by
T For those in the tourism industry and any others wt
For doctors, nurses, and others on the front |ines
For our time at home as a family. May God use it toc

For our transl ator s, as they transition into worKkirt

= =/ =4 =2

That God would continue to provliidkee fyooru.our mini stry

Carl & Kelsey Grulke
Mary Jane, Audrey, Judah, Gideon & Isaad

Ephesians 2: 14

For he himself is our peace. ..

Shekgal agar:i
Gka gore ena gka boena ke ka

-Baefesia 2:14

Shi yieyi
Paa yeye, ndji ingchak' amu

-Waef &sd 4
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TOL Safety Team

Dear TOL Family,

We have been working behind the scenes to
ensure the safety of our Tree of Life family
in light of recent unfortunate events that have
happened at other churches through the U.S.
We are putting together a "Safety Team" and
anyone who is interested in joining this team
can join us for a training with Dallas County
sheriff, Chad Prda on Saturday, May 16th at
9am. This will be no longer than 2 hours and
we are requiring all participants to bring a
mask and to practice social distancing for this
training event. We will be discussing safety
protocols and evacuation procedures and ways
to deal with potential threats. Please only at-
tend if you are serious about serving on the
TOL Safety Team. This is something we will
hopefully never have to utilize but will assure
us that we are prepared as a church family.
We will have a future church wide training to
walk through as a church our established
safety strategy in the months ahead.

For any questions, please contact Pastor Mark
at (214) 908-0242 or e-mail him at
mark.couser@gmail.com. Hope to see some of
you on May 16th @ 9am!

Grace and Peace in Christ,

Pastor Mark

SCRI P Gi ft Car d

Our SCRIP program is still active. With

PrStgervaanm ds hi p

Jigsaw Puzzl e

Do you need something new to pass the time?

TOL has begun a jigsaw puzzle exchange. Here
is how it works: You bringin1 -3 puzzles and
you exchange your puzzles for 1 -3 puzzles in
the exchange. The puzzles are located in the
church library on the shelf by the right side
window. In order for this to work the puzzles
need to have all the pieces and be in good con-
dition. The puzzle pieces should be placed in a
plastic bag. Plastic bags should be placed in the
puzzle box and the box taped shut.

If you do not have any puzzles at your house
but would like to participate, come and get
some puzzles to get started on!

Research shows that puzzles are good for both
the right and left sides of our brains! That is a
good thing!

Editors note: If you are not able to get out and
need a puzzle to help pass the time, let Kara
know and she will do her best to get a puzzle to
you. Thank you Mary Wick for initiating this
puzzle exchange!

Ne ws

Thank you so much to everyone who has

social distancing and limited shopping op- continued to give to TOLG

o . . encouraging to see your love & faithfulness to
portunities, gift cards are a great option for the Lord in these difficult times!
Mother's Day, gradl_Jatlons, bWth_da_yS’ _ We would like to review the 3 ways that you can
Father's Day, weddings, appreciation Q'fts continue supporting TOL financially:
for teachers, nurses, and other essential 9 Contact your bank about their bill pay options.
workers and also for your personal grocery 5 heck in th - _
and online shopping . You receive the full T Putacheckin the mail. (Kara comes in regu-

) ) larly to pick up mail, check email, phone mes-
value of the gift card and TOL receives a sages, etc.)
-12%!

regate of 2-12%! Contact Kara to place your 1 Enroll for Simply Giving.  Contact Kara & she
order at 972 '2_26'6086 or will get you the form to enroll.
tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
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Thank you to the foll owing people who donated

beautify our worship, but many were taken to
l' iving centers or just stuck at home. Thank vy
Joe & Allheh&madaof Joeds mom & in memory of |

Chris iGi bbesmory of Bob Gi bbs

Ginny & Dawvhdheéloppeof Davi d'e dadinmgy aHompipveedrss a
memory of Rev. Ri ch-ehdwCopbclkenny( &r Daked)

The Huinhm emenor of our risen Lord

Ted Kentomkbmory of Jan Keitch

Christy ikl ocestorry of Lee Kloostra & Todd Siev
Sheri & Graeaghpobent nf our grandchil dren, Hol i
Mary MoDbh|l mgmory of Joe Mobley and Emma Hope

David & Sheri Morgan in memory of John R. Mo |
The NixonnFaemmbyy of Todne Well mann & Kaye G
Kat hl eeinn Rmeonsory of Mr. & Mrs. Joe Rios and N

Verna Ruecklhemtor of Nancy Tucker
Li sa Thnermeomtory of Frances Brett and Jane The

Norm & Mairry WMbmckr of Verna Rueckert and i n me
Wal ter Rueckert

Lee Wilhsdmnor of children, grandchildren & g
Rattan

Ri chard & KatnhymeWuooorlyeroff Donal d Suppl e

Kara,

Thank You to your Team for sending such beautiful Easter Lilies to our Bentley Assisted Living
residents at Christian Care. The smile on their face was Bright!

May God continue to be with our community as we adapt to our New Norm!

Cand6t wait to meet you and your Team very soon.
Volunteer Activities with your Team!

Love & Hugs

Christian Care Mesquite
Bentley Assisted Living
Cynthia Evans
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church

6318 Lyons Road

Garl and, Texas 75043
Phone-29-8286

Emai | tol sec@treeoflifel
www. treeofl ifelcms. org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!
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