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“Thinking Beautifully”
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is

just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about
these things.” Philippians 4:8
What have you been thinking about lately?
God’s word gives us some great guidance on what should consume our thoughts daily. We are to give careful reflection to what is true,
those things worthy of reverence, that which is righteous and pure. Give
careful reflection to what is lovely and excellent!
As Martin Luther said in his explanation of the 8th commandment,
“We should fear and love God that we may not deceitfully belie, betray,
slander, or defame our neighbor, but defend him, [think and] speak well
of him, and put the best construction on everything.”
Let’s be honest. Satan would love for us to look at things “with the
glass half empty” and to take on a negative perspective on what is happening in our lives and in our world. Satan desires for us to be fully
involved in gossiping about our neighbor, viewing things through what is
wrong rather than how blessed we are, and would prefer for us to be
putting the worst construction on everything, because this is contrary to
the word of God.
“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the
things of the Spirit. For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set
the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.” Romans 8:5-6
God shows us the best way to live. As we
enter into the month in which we meditate on what
we are to be grateful for in our lives, God calls us to
look at things in light of what He is doing and has
already done. No matter what happens today, God
has forever given you and I the free gift of salvation
and grace. No matter what the world looks like
today, tomorrow, or next year, our names are
written in heaven and our eternities are secure.
We have so much to be grateful for!
You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
Join me in practicing the gift of “thinking
or mark.couser@gmail.com beautifully” about things.
Continued on page 2
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
Stop and pause. Look at the beauty and excellence of all the people and gifts that God has
graced you with in your life. If you can’t see it, ask
God to show you the beauty around you. Give
careful reflection to all of the blessings that the
Lord has bestowed on you, all of which we do not
even deserve.
Think about these things! And give praise
and thanks to our God “who is good and who
does good (all the time)” (Psalm 119:68). Christ
be with you and in your thoughts this month of
November!
Christ’s grace & peace,
Pastor Mark

Winter Clothing Drive
for
Good Samaritans of Garland
Please bring coats
(especially larger sizes),
gloves, hats, scarves,
hand lotion & lip balm
and for
Floyd Elementary in Mesquite
(Kathy Troxell’s school)
Please bring gloves,
jackets and socks.
Let’s help the less fortunate
in Garland & Mesquite.

When? Friday Night November 15 to
Saturday morning November 16
Supper is at 6, Pizza and cold drinks, so don’t
be late!
We will be winding up at 9 am Saturday
morning with breakfast and more fun!
All middle School, high school and young
adult youth are invited! BRING A FRIEND!
We will be having plenty of fun with games,
activities, snacks and devotion.
The cost is just $1.00 per person BUT bring a
friend and it is FREE!
Can’t stay the whole night? You are still
welcome to come for supper and fellowship,
then go home and sleep in your own bed
before the doors lock.

If Locking In bring: Blanket or sleeping bag,
pillow, change of clothes, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant
We will have lots of fun and games.
Sign up today!
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Opportunity to Serve
TOL members:
We have a call to action:
We have 2 positions on the Church Council that
have their 3 year terms expiring this year and
we currently have no replacements.
Recording Secretary: (currently held by
Sandra Melton)
Treasurer: (currently held by Betty Nixon)
These are very important positions for running
the business side of your church. These are
positions that will be voted on at the upcoming
November Voter’s meeting.
Please prayerfully consider if either of these positions may be ones that allow you to serve your
church. If so, please reach out to Pastor Mark or
Rick Woolery (or Sandra or Betty if you need
more information on the details of the position).
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Wreaths Across America

Adopt-A-Student Seminarians

Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
My wife and I were notified of your financial
HONOR those who Serve. . .
support that you have provided for me as I begin
TEACH our children the value of Freedom.
my journey through the Seminary. Thank you SO
much! I cannot tell you how comforting it is to
Please help us honor and remember as many fallknow that there are people that I do not even
en heroes as possible by volunteering on Wreaths
Day. Ceremonies around the world will be starting know that choose to support me. I can definitely
feel the love of Christ through your generosity.
at the same moment, so please be on time.
I want to give you a little backstory on who I am,
Thank you so much for supporting the DFW
Wreaths for Heroes and Wreaths Across America! as well as what led me to enter the ministry. I
grew up in Denver, CO where my dad was (and
Parking is limited so car-pooling is suggested.
still is) a Lutheran pastor at Bethlehem Lutheran
Tree of Life members and Senior Youth will be
Church. Ever since I was 3 years old, I looked at
meeting at Tree of Life on Saturday, December
14th at 8:45 am and leaving by 9 am. We will be my dad and wanted to be a pastor just like him. I
never waivered from that route as I grew up going
following Patty Gibbs to the cemetery. We will
through the Lutheran school connected to our
be helping her with her husband's section.
church, as well as a local Christian high school. I
Please wear good shoes because there will be a
played many different sports along the way, with
lot of walking.
football being my focus. After high school, I decidLocation Information:
ed to go to Concordia Nebraska to further my pastoral studies, as well as get a Business degree. I
Dallas - Fort Worth National Cemetery
also received a scholarship to play football there,
(TXDFWN)
and I ended up playing football all four years. My
2000 Mountain Creek Pkwy
greatest accomplishment of college was meeting
Dallas, TX 75211
my lovely bride, Kali. She is one of the greatest
Veteran Graves: 48,000
joys in my life, and I definitely married up with
Coverage Goal: 48,000
her! …I do ask that you would continue to keep my
Wreaths So Far: 7,288
wife and me in your prayers …
I pray that God would continue to bless all the
Ceremony On: Saturday, December 14, 2019
contributions
you are making towards those enterCeremony At: 11:00 AM
ing this vocation. As it says in Matthew 9, “The
For more information please speak to Patty
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.”
Gibbs or Amanda Maddox.
Financial struggles have been a big reason
towards the number of pastors not being enough.
Your contributions are helping to take away that
barrier.
In Christ,
Daniel Langewisch
Thrivent members and those interested in (The complete letter and photo are posted on the
learning more about Thrivent are invited to Information Center bulletin board.)
***********************************************
lunch after church on Sunday, November Kendall Davis is at Westfield House, the Lutheran
10th. Chuck Griffiths will discuss various house of study at Cambridge, United Kingdom
studying for a Diploma in Theology and Ministry
opportunities that Thrivent has to offer.
(DTM). His letter is also posted on the Information
Please sign up if you plan to attend.
Center bulletin board.

REMEMBER the Fallen. . .
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Delores Calhoun
Denise Wendt
John Theriot
David Hoppe

11-5
11-5
11-13
11-15

Shari Oppegard
Kathleen Graham
Elaine Dickson
Dorothy Hohenberger
Kathy Rios
Kourtnee Purcell
Chris Maddox
Amanda Maddox

11-16
11-18
11-20
11-24
11-24
11-26
11-27
11-29

Cecil & Dorothy Moore

11-12

The members of Water of Life Lutheran Church
cordially invite you to the
SERVICE OF INSTALLATION FOR
THE REV. SHAWN L. DETERDING
as Pastor of our congregation

Offerings and Attendance for September
DATE

SS

Sunday, November 10, 2019 at 4:00 PM

Future

Mission
Tithe

Water of Life Lutheran Church

9/1/19

25

73

$4,250

$100

$425

12340 F.M. 1641

9/8/19

37

103

$4,725

$600

$473

9/15/19

26

71

$2,999

$400

$300

9/22/19

30

88

$2,932

$315

$293

9/29/19

30

77

$2,868

$650

$287

$2,065

$1,778

Forney, Texas 75126
Reception immediately following in the Narthex.
Your presence and participation are appreciated
as we celebrate the future ministry of our church
under the leadership of our new pastor.

ShopWithScrip
Christmas Shopping Season is upon
us! Try MyScripWallet on your
phone to make shopping and
supporting the ministries of Tree of
Life easier than ever! The next
SCRIP order dates are November
3rd and 17th.
For more information, or to see a list of retailers
and amounts available, please visit:
www.shopwithscrip.com.
Order forms are available by the
mailboxes. See Kara Jander to find
out about MyScripWallet!
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10:30 General Growing
Offering To the

Total for September $17,774*

*Planned for in September—$20,144

Offerings and Attendance for October
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

10/6/19

25

76

$5,725

$600

$573

10/13/19

28

90

$5,711

$625

$571

10/20/19

24

70

$2,831

$640

$283

10/27/19
Total for October

*

*Planned for in October—$20,144
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Fall Festival
Thank you all for your prayers for the fall
festival. God provided a truly beautiful day.
Thank you all for volunteering and also bringing
items for the fall festival. Without all of you this
event is not possible. Thank you to Thrivent for
providing the $250 action team funds for food.
Special thanks to the Board of Trustees for
getting God's house ready to love our neighbors
and to the Board of Fellowship for feeding our
neighbors. I thank God that he gave all of you
servant hearts.

Help us adorn the altar with Poinsettias for
Christmas. They are $10 each and you may
take them home with you after the Christmas
Eve service. The order form will be in the
bulletin the next few Sundays or you can call
Kara at the office 972-226-6086. The order
deadline is Sunday, November 17th.

2 Corinthians 4:5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves
as your servants for Jesus’ sake.
We had 57 volunteers / workers / fire fighters
and 169 visitors. That is over 100 more people
than we had last year.
There were people and children everywhere with
smiles on their faces. So many visitors came up
to me saying thank you for doing this for us. It
was truly a great day for the Lord.
On our sign in sheet, we asked visitors, "How
did you hear about the Fall Festival?" The
visitors are not required to answer the question.
Here are the results of those that did answer:

Please join us!
It’s a Special Tea Party
Don’t be late—it’s an important date!
Sunday, December 1, 2019
2:00—4:00 p.m.
at Tree of Life

Facebook: 35 people in their party

Tea Hats Encouraged (though not required!)

Member invite: 24 people in their party

The Tea Party will recognize the Mission
Grants of the Lutheran Women in Mission.

Flyer: 22 people in their party
Banner / Sign: 18 people in their party
OSLC Rockwall: 15 people in their party
Online /Internet /Next door: 15 people in their
party
Your Sister in Christ,
Amanda Maddox
Tree of Life Fall Festival Coordinator

Your Donation will be most appreciated.
GIVE AWAYS!
PRIZE FOR THE BEST HAT!
This is not just for the ladies!
Men are welcome too, and there will be coffee
if you don’t care for tea.
Please RSVP by November 20 to Noreene
norjohnson7@gmail.com
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Disaster Relief
If you are so moved to provide a monetary donation, there are two organizations that really
need funds right now. Good Samaritans of Garland and Dallas Lutheran School.
From the City of Garland Facebook page: The National Weather Services is reporting that the
tornado that hit portions of southwest Garland Sunday evening was an EF 2 with maximum winds of
135 mph. The City of Garland estimates about 175 residential and commercial structures were damaged
in Sunday’s storms, at least 36 with major damage and five destroyed. Property damage is estimated at
$17 million.
Good Samaritans of Garland :
Good Samaritans of Garland is directly helping with the recovery efforts in Garland. If you want to
donate funds online please go to www.goodsamofgarland.org Click “Donate Now” (top right corner).
From the Dallas Lutheran School Facebook page :
We have been overwhelmed with all of your offers of help and your generosity. Thank You! Our Texas
Lutheran District offices have set up a donation portal for Dallas tornado relief.
If you feel moved to donate, you can go to the Texas District website, www.txlcms.org and click the
“Give Today” (at the very top middle of the page). You will have the option of donating to the general
relief fund, or you may put in the memo that you wish for the funds to go to a specific church, school, or
Dallas Lutheran School.
Tree of Life:
Tree of Life does have a “disaster relief” designated funds line item on the balance sheet. If you would
like to donate to that, please put “disaster relief” in the memo of the check. This method will take longer
to get to the people in need, because Tree of Life has to discern God’s will on where He wants Tree of
Life to send the funds.
Tree of Life Kitchen Kits:
Pastor Mark took 49 Kitchen Kits to Good Samaritans of Garland that had been prepared in advance.
Amanda Maddox has been in contact with David Ricks at Disaster Care Ministries (the group that
LERT (Lutheran Early Response Team) certified Tree of Life). David Ricks is working with several organizations right now. Tree of Life will pass on more specific details on how to help as soon as we hear
more.

