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“Open Doors”
Our Thursday morning bible class just completed our study on the
book of Colossians. I loved learning more about what God had to say to
us through His word in this recent study. One “Aha!” moment for me was
reading Colossians 4:3-4 where Paul says, “Pray also for us, that God
may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on
account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, which is how
I ought to speak.”
It dawned on me that this is a powerful and yet simple prayer that
we can pray in our lives. So I tried it out a few nights ago and it was
amazing how the Lord opened a door just a few minutes later. A
neighbor of mine asked if I had jumper cables and we ended up talking
for a few minutes about life and I got to mention that I was a pastor. He
invited me to play pick up basketball with some friends of his at a local
community center. Who knows where that relationship will go but it sure
was a quick answer to that simple prayer, “God, open doors around me”.
Are you willing to join me in that simple prayer as well? God only
asks us to ask, seek and knock. The rest of that prayer is up to Him to
open doors for us to share God’s love and the good news with people as
He opens the doors to them.
I love the words that Paul speaks in Romans 10:14-15,
“How then will they call on him in whom they have
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of
whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone preaching? And how are
they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the
good news!”
“If he have faith, the believer cannot be
restrained...He breaks out. He confesses and
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
Lord, give us courage to pray for open doors
to share your love, to share your grace, and to
share our experience with you with those that you
place around us. Holy Spirit, open doors around me
to share Jesus with others. May you give me the
words and may you go before us to prepare the
hearts of those that we meet. Thank you Jesus for
open doors and receptive hearts to the gospel. In
Christ Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Thank you all for your care and concern!

Christ’s Peace,
Pastor Mark
P.S. - If you want to continue the conversation on
“open doors”, we will be launching a new Thursday
morning bible class on September 5th that will be
discussing this very thing of how we can share our
faith with others. I hope that you can join us if you
are able!

Youth Sunday

Join us for a shower honoring
Haley Melton & Jack Willett
Sunday, September 8th

A BIG thank you from our youth for all of you who
gave to support them in attending the National Youth
Gathering in July. On September 8th the youth will
be participating in the worship service and sharing
some of their experiences from the gathering. Mark
your calendars for Youth Sunday!

New Member Sunday

Cecil and Dorothy Moore would like to
thank everyone for thinking of them during
Cecil’s time of recovery. Cards, visits and
prayers were greatly appreciated. Cecil is
back at home now and getting stronger.

2:00 pm at TOL
ALL (women & men) are invited.
There is a sign-up sheet for those
attending. Speak to Desiree’
Matzek for more information.

It is an exciting season here at Tree of Life as
God continues to grow our family. We are planning a "New Member Sunday" for this Fall. If you
are interested in becoming a member of Tree of
Life, please contact Pastor Mark by sending him
an e-mail at mark.couser@gmail.com.

TOL Bell Choir
If you are interested in playing in the TOL
Bell Choir please sign the clipboard at the
back of the church or speak to Linda Hill. You
do not need bell playing experience – just a
willingness to learn. There will be a meeting
for Bell Choir on Sunday, September 22nd
after worship in room E7-8. See Linda Hill for
more information.
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College & Armed Forces Connection
Please let Mary Mobley know if you or your
child are enrolled in college (whether living at
home or away) or if they are serving in the
armed
forces.
Please give Mary their
address for the fall.
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We have an exciting year of
Sunday School planned
for our Sunday School
students! We will cover the
major events and people of
the Bible in a year! (See
the adjacent schedule of
lessons.) We encourage our
parents and grandparents
to bring the kids each week
so that they don’t miss a
thing. All students preschool through middle
school will meet in room
E-3 from 9-10 AM. Thank
you Board of Education for
making this curriculum
come to life and especially
to this year’s teacher Amanda Maddox!
Our Sunday morning Adult
Bible Class will be called
"Back to the Basics". We
will be looking at what we
believe as Lutheran Christians and where it comes
from in the Bible. If you are
new to Tree of Life, this is a
great class to learn more
about what we believe and
to get know people here at
church. This class will start
on Sunday, September 8th.

Date
Topic
8/11/2019 Creation
8/18/2019 The Fall
8/25/2019 Cain and Abel
9/1/2019 Noah and God's Promise
9/8/2019 Abram
9/15/2019 Jacob, Isaac, Esau
9/22/2019 Joseph
9/29/2019 Moses, Plagues, Passover, Red Sea
10/6/2019 10 Commandments
10/13/2019 Joshua, Jericho
10/20/2019 Naomi, Ruth, Boaz
10/27/2019 Samuel
11/3/2019 Saul
11/10/2019 David
11/17/2019 Solomon
11/24/2019 Elijah
12/1/2019 Daniel
12/8/2019 Jonah
12/15/2019 Jesus is Born
12/22/2019 No Sunday School
12/29/2019 No Sunday School
1/5/2020 Jesus in the Temple as a child
1/12/2020 John the Baptist and Jesus Baptized
1/19/2020 The Tempting of Jesus
1/26/2020 Jesus Calls Disciples
2/2/2020 Jesus raises Lazarus
2/9/2020 Jesus Heals Many
2/16/2020 Jesus Feeds the 5000
2/23/2020 Jesus Walks on Water
3/1/2020 Mary and Martha
3/8/2020 The Transfiguration
3/15/2020 Palm Sunday
3/22/2020 The Last Supper
3/29/2020 Jesus Dies (Good Friday)
4/5/2020 Jesus is Alive (Easter Sunday)
4/12/2020 No Sunday School
4/19/2020 Jesus Shows His Hands and Feet
4/26/2020 Jesus Goes to Heaven
5/3/2020 The Holy Spirit Comes
5/10/2020 Peter and John go to Jail
5/17/2020 Stephen
5/24/2020 Saul / Paul
5/31/2020 Revelations / Heaven

Notes
Rally Day

Labor Day Weekend

Fall Festival Weekend

Before Thanksgiving
After Thanksgiving

Christmas Celebration
Christmas Break
Christmas Break

Before Spring Break
After Spring Break

Easter

Memorial Day Weekend
Pentecost
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Logan Nixon
Sam Guthrie
Holly Boettcher
Cheryl Rodrigues
Megan DeLawder
Stephen Stanley

9-2
9-3
9-4
9-6
9-7
9-7

Barbara Roblin
James Troxell
Ron Creamer
Gerald Dixon
Norm Wick
Tim Gargani
Ken Nixon
Ted Keitch
Mary Mobley

9-9
9-12
9-13
9-13
9-13
9-16
9-17
9-22
9-29

Sean & Rachel Gray
9-2
Garry & Wanda Samples 9-10
Tim & Jeanne Gargani
9-12
Keith & Sandra Melton
9-21
Lyle & Debora Livingston 9-23
John & Lisa Theriot
9-29

Young at Heart

Offerings and Attendance for July

Young at Heart will meet on
Tuesday, September 10th at
11:30 am at church for a potluck
lunch and Bible Study.
This
group is for those 55+ who
would like to fellowship with
other Christians, study God’s
Word, and serve others.

DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

7/7/19

18

71

$4,966

$300

$497

7/14/19

17

56

$2,291

$600

$229

7/21/19

14

71

$2,782

$600

$278

7/28/19

18

66

$3,327

$400

$333

$13,366*

$1,900

$1,337

Total for July

*Planned for in July—$20,144

Offerings and Attendance for August
The next SCRIP order dates are
September 8th and 22nd. SCRIP
is an easy way to do your own
shopping and gift-giving and help
out Tree of Life ministries. For more
information, or to see a list of retailers and amounts available, please
visit: www.shopwithscrip.com.
Order forms are available by the
mailboxes.

DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

8/4/19

19

71

$4,349

$455

$435

8/11/19

33

82

$3,486

$100

$349

8/18/19

28

90

$3,706

$600

$371

$

$

$

8/25/19
Total for August

*

$

*Planned for in August—$20,144
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Lutheran Bible Translators
In a taxi one day, the driver asked me
(Kelsey) about divorce and how people can
stay married. At the bank, the teller asked me
what I could teach her about the Bible when
she saw that our bank account name included
Bible translation. On an airplane, upon
learning that I was a Mma Moruti (Pastor’s
wife) a man asked if I would discriminate
against people who believe differently than
me. I told him my job as a Christian is to
respect and love others, no matter what they
believe, and once love and respect has been
established, then I could tell them what I
believe. He pushed back, asking what if the
opportunity never comes up to tell them what
you believe. I told him that my job then would
be to love and respect that person, no matter
what. He smiled and let me know that
Christianity would be around for a long time if
that was our attitude. People here are hungry
for God’s truths. More and more, we are being
asked deeper questions about faith.
We have noticed a theme over the past couple
of months. Whenever someone finds out what
we do, they ask for Bible Study materials. At
the grocery store, at the bank, on the street,
everywhere we go, people are asking how they
can study the Bible. It doesn’t seem to matter
what language or subject, people are just
hungry for God’s Word.
We believe God has placed us here to help
meet that need, not only for scriptures in the
local languages, but to provide tools and
resources that allow people to dig into God’s
Word in deep and meaningful ways. Will you
join us in prayer as we seek God’s guidance
for our Scripture Engagement efforts?
Lutheran Bible Translators has decided to
place an intern with us here in Botswana so
that she can learn more about Bible

translation through our ministry. Her name is
Tiffany Smith and she is a recent graduate of
Concordia University in Seward, NE, as well
as being a fellow Iowan! We are thrilled that
Tiffany will be joining us and ask for your
prayers as she is with us from September to
December this year.
Last month, we had a visit from our United
Bible Society consultant. He came to check
over our work and approve it for publication.
He spent a week with both teams and
approved 4 books for publication in
Shekgalagari: Revelation, Mark, Titus and
Philemon. Praise God for such great progress!
In addition to Bible study at our house, Kelsey
also had the opportunity to teach some of the
ladies from church how to bake and decorate
cakes. They were so thrilled to learn and are
convinced that this will help them find good
husbands!
Prayer requests for our family:
Praise for a successful second school term this
year for the kids.
Pray for the drought in Botswana and the
impact on the people and environment.
Praise for the increased interest we’ve noticed
in Bible Study materials.
Pray for God’s guidance in our Scripture
Engagement efforts.
Pray for clarity as we plan our next few
months of work.
Pray for the Bible Society of Botswana, as
they go through a lot of transition.
Praise for the progress being made in the
projects as we move towards publication.
Pray that God would continue to provide for
our ministry through partners like you.
Carl and Kelsey Grulke
Mary Jane, Audrey, Judah, Gideon & Isaac
Lutheran Bible Translators in Botswana
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Save the Date
Fall Festival
Saturday, October 19th
3-6 pm

