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“No Rain, No Gain”
I own a wonderful border collie named Odie. One of my favorite
things to do with Odie is to go on long walks, except of course when it is
raining. Today was one of those days. And it was no small rainstorm, it
was a steady Texas rain that gets your shoes wet before you even take
a few steps. Here is another thing that is not my favorite thing about
Odie. He loves to take his time when it is either rainy or cold. Today it
was both! Oh joy.
As I was walking him today in the rain, the thought occurred to me.
Nothing grows without the rain. Thank God for the rain and for the ways
in which God takes care of His creation. We know of many areas on the
earth right now where they would do anything to get some relief from
drought and here I am complaining because my dog is getting wet.
There is a spiritual metaphor here as well. How many of us dread
those times of “rain” and “storms” in our lives? Have you heard a person
recently praising God or thanking Him for an intense storm that they are
currently going through? That attitude of accepting “the bad” with the
good is a gift of faith and trust that God is up to something beyond what
we can see. God does not bring the rain and the storms, but He does
use them to grow us in faith and intimacy with Him. The storms of our
lives grow us in our character and witness as well. We can yield to the
Holy Spirit and allow Him to do spiritual surgery on us. He does this
through His word, through prayer, and through mutual encouragement
with other believers who walk with us through the storms that we go
through in this life.
So how are you responding to the rain today? Are you looking at all of
the insurmountable things that surround you and
asking God, “Why me?”. Or are you asking God to
do His good work upon you through the rain?
These momentary trials are growing us closer to
Jesus and are opportunities for us to lean on Him
and not on our own feeble efforts and limited
intelligence.
Good ol’ Eeyore from Winnie the Pooh once
said, “The nicest thing about the rain is that it
You can reach Pastor
always stops. Eventually.”. Aren’t you glad that this
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com storm is just a temporary thing? And aren’t you glad
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
that even as the rain falls, God is growing you
and I in our trust and character in Him in ways
that only He can? To God alone be the glory.
“For as the rain and the snow come down from
heaven and do not return there but water the
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving
seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall
my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall
not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish
that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the
thing for which I sent it.” -Isaiah 55:10-11
Your Servant in Jesus,
Pastor Mark

Dear Tree of Life family,
We can not express what it means to be part
of this wonderful church family especially
during this difficult time in our lives.
A special thank you to Pastor Mark for the
many visits, kind words, prayers and for the
beautiful memorial service. Also, to Linda Hill
and Norm Wick who added to the beauty of
the service with the special music they provided.
Thank you for the prayers, the cards, the
beautiful flowers and memorials given in
Mom’s name. Also, to all the ladies who
prepared the food and helped set up for the
luncheon.
We appreciate each and every one of you.
May God continue to bless this great church
family.
Sincerely,
Orina G. Julius Family
Charlie, Gloria, Keith, Sandra, Nathan, Desiree’,
Haley and Jack

Sunday, March 3, 2019
4:30 — 8:00 pm
Come out for a delicious meal and
support our youth as they raise
money to go to the LCMS National
Youth Gathering in July.
2006 S Goliad St #200, Rockwall, TX

Dear Tree of Life Family,
Thank you so much for your love
and kindness shown to us at Mom’s
passing. Your cards, prayers, kind
words, donations of food, and
memorials to TOL all mean so much
to us. It is such a blessing to have
the love and support of our church
family.
God’s Blessings,
The Matzek Family
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Kitchen Collection

Thrivent Choice Dollars

The Board of Fellowship has put together a
list of items needed to keep the church
facilities and our gatherings running
smoothly. If you are able, please pick up an
item or two when you do your regular
shopping. Items are prioritized with the most
needed items at the top of the list.

If you’re an eligible Thrivent Financial
member and have Choice Dollars® available
to direct, please keep Tree of Life in mind.
For more info or to direct Choice Dollars,
call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice.”
Or go to https://www.thrivent.com/
making-a-difference/living-generously/
thrivent-choice/

33 Gal Trash Bags
Toilet Paper
8oz Styrofoam Cups
Heavy Duty Plastic ware

See Lisa Theriot for more information.
Choice Dollars designated during 2018 can
be directed until March 31 of 2019.

Forks
Knives
Spoons
13 gal Trash Bags
Creamer
Lemonade (preferably Pink)
10" Paper Plates
7" (snack/Dessert) Paper Plates

LWML is collecting items for personal care
kits to help the mission of Lutheran World
Relief. The items needed are:

Red Solo Cups

 light-weight bath towel (between 20”x40”
or 52”x27”, dark color recommended)

Soft Soap

 adult-size toothbrush in original packaging

Kleenex
Paper Towels
Napkins (12" x 12")
Dish Soap

Seminary / Missionary News
Correspondence from Concordia Theological
Seminary, Concordia Seminary-Saint Louis,
and our “Adopt a Student” seminarians, as well
as the missionaries we support, is posted on
the Information Center. If anyone is interested,
we have addresses for our seminarians and
missionaries if you would like to send them a
card or letter.

 metal nail clippers (new)
 2 or 3 bath size bars of gentle soap
equaling 8-9 oz. in original wrapping, no
mini or hotel size bars
 a sturdy comb (new).
Last day to donate is March 24th.

Thank you to everyone who contributed!
We were able to donate 107 cans of soup
to White Rock Center of Hope.
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Stan Lewis
Richard Wendt
Noreene Hurst
David Jander

3-2
3-3
3-7
3-8

Mike Angelbeck
Patty Gibbs
Linda Angelbeck
Charlie Melton
Bill Dickson
Lee Wilson
Wanda Samples

3-12
3-17
3-21
3-25
3-27
3-28
3-30

David & Ginny Hoppe
James & Kathy Troxell
Bill & Elaine Dickson
Gerald & Tammy Dixon

3-14
3-12
3-22
3-25
Nicholas & Jennifer Limerick 3-25

Offerings and Attendance for January
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

You are invited to a
reception honoring

Joe Mobley
for his many years of service
as our Praise Team
and Worship Leader.

Sunday, March 10th
following worship

Mission
Tithe

1/6/19

25

81

$6,315

$410

$632

1/13/19

21

70

$2,260

$225

$226

1/20/19

22

79

$2,651

$515

$265

1/27/19

18

70

$4,436

$500

$444

$15,662*

$1,650

$1,567

Total for January

*Planned for in January—$20,144

Offerings and Attendance for February
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

We are in need of a Vacation Bible
School Coordinator for 2019. If you
would like more information about
this opportunity, please speak to
Amanda Maddox.
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2/3/19

24

98

$4,636

$615

$464

2/10/19

26

72

$2,600

$0

$260

2/17/19

20

67

$3,420

$515

$342

2/24/19

$

$

$

Total for February

$*

$

$

*Planned for in February—$20,144
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Ash Wednesday
March 6th at 7 pm
No meal
Wednesdays
March 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10
Dinner at 6:00 pm
Worship at 7:00 pm
This year we will have sign-up sheets for
providing the meals. Whoever signs up as
“lead” can pick the menu. Those signing
up for sides and desserts will coordinate
with the “lead”. If you are not able to
physically assist with a meal, please
consider donating money to the “lead”
to help cover the expenses.
Maundy Thursday
April 18th at 7:00 pm

It’s a boy: Jensen Robert Barber
RSVP to Joy Green, 214-663-3687 by March 10th

Good Friday

The couple is registered at:

April 19th at 7:00 pm

BUY BUY BABY and AMAZON

Easter Celebration &
Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 6th
10 am—noon
Decorating after worship
March 31st

The next SCRIP order dates are
March 3rd and 17th. For more information, or to see a list of retailers and
amounts
available,
please
visit:
www.shopwithscrip.com.
Order forms available by the mailboxes.
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

