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No Regrets
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” Isaiah 43:18-19
I did it again last week. I opened my mouth before my brain could stop it. I said
something that didn’t need to be said at the time and broke that unwritten rule,
“If you don’t have anything nice to say then don’t say anything at all”. Of course,
that rule is nowhere in the Bible but still, I said something that was honest and
yet unnecessary at the time. I did not speak in love, but rather with a slight trace
of judgment. Some people call this sticking your foot in your mouth. For me, it
was another reminder that I am a man who desperately needs a Savior.
But when these moments come, there are times where I can confess what I’ve
done is wrong and yet still want to replay these moments over again in my
head. Regret begins to settle in. Have you experienced this recently? Regret
over sins already forgiven are one of the devil’s favorite tricks that he likes to
play with us. Of course we know from God’s word that Jesus does not
remember our already forgiven sin.
In the Old Testament, God’s people also got caught up in regrets and replaying
their past misdeeds in their heads as well. God speaks through his prophet
Isaiah to say to them, “Forget about it! Don’t live in the past!”. The children of
Israel liked to reflect negatively at times on what they could have done in the
past and the hurt and heartache they had caused themselves and others. Specifically here they had been reflecting on the Exodus and how they had taken
the long way to the Promised Land because of their habitual disobedience and
wanting to do things their way instead of God’s way. Here God says to them that
the past is the past and that those sins have already been forgiven.
Then he also says amazingly hopeful words to them and tells them to have faith
that he is doing a new thing among them. He is providing a way for them out of
their current wilderness and is giving them fresh waters in the midst of the dry
season they have been experiencing. It’s as if he is saying….help is on the way but you need to focus on what I
am doing now and not on what you’ve done in the past.

You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com

Inside this issue:

Call Committee

2

Garland Bond
Program

2

College Connection

2

Joe Willy’s Night

3

Offerings &
Attendance

4

September Birthdays
and Anniversaries

4

Ashley’s Fundraiser

5-6

September Calendar

7

Special Points of
Interest:


Knitting for a Cause, pg. 2



Thursday AM Class, pg. 2



SCRIP, pg. 3

Regret can paralyze us. Focusing on the past can cause
us to miss what God is doing right in front of us. Guilt
and shame will eat our lunch and our dinner if we let it.
But Jesus died on the cross to forgives us of all of our
sins and to free us to live in a grace-filled relationship
with Him and with others. We don’t have to be a slave to
our past anymore. We are God’s forgiven people and He
desires for us to live in the present reality of where He
has us today and not in the regrets of the past.
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A Word from the Pastor, continued

Call Committee

I pray that each of us can realize the blessing that the
present (or gift) that the “present” is as we live each
day in His grace, not dwelling on the past but resting
in the precious promise that our sins are truly forgiven
and covered by the blood of Christ Jesus.

The call committee is finally getting on track.
In the coming weeks expect to see regular
updates as well as requests for congregational
inputs.
The call process has numerous steps including:
Congregational overview and needs
Pastoral candidate identification by
Synod/District
Interview process by call committee
Recommendation to the congregation
and vote by the congregation
Call issued to the pastoral candidate

“Blessed are those whose transgressions are
forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one
whose sin the Lord will never count against them.”
Romans 4:7-8
Grace & peace to you,
Pastor Mark

There will also need to be a decision made by
the congregation if want to go the seminary
route as we did with Pastor Thorson. We will
need to make that decision by November.

We would like to let our college students and
those who serve in the military know we care
by sending a card / gift card to them. Please
give us their most recent addresses. Contact
person is Mary Mobley.

There is lots to do so please pray for the
committee as they embark on the journey to
find the man God has chosen to lead our
congregation.

Thursday Morning Bible Class
The Thursday Morning Bible Class resumes
on August 30th. Pastor Mark is leading the
class in the study of the Gospel of Mark. All
are welcome to attend!

Correction:
Parkland
Hospital needs your help
making hats for kids and
adults. (NOT White Rock
Center
of
Hope
as
previously stated.) If you
are interested please
speak to Shirley Kuske.
Page 2

The City of Garland is preparing to present a
Bond Program to Garland voters in 2019 to
address long-term project needs that impact
the community. Such projects could include
streets and drainage projects, economic development and redevelopment initiatives, Parks
and Recreation improvements, as well as various other facility needs in the community. You
can submit ideas at BuildGarland.com
If you don’t submit your idea, it can’t be
considered. Deadline for ideas is Sept 30,
2018.
We encourage TOL members to submit for
improvements to Lyons Rd.
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To our loving family at Tree of Life:
Thank you for all the prayers for Joe. His treatments for
prostate cancer have shown some real positive results.
We love you all!

Make plans to attend the Senior Youth’s
fundraiser night at Joe Willy’s! All tips and a
percentage of the night’s sales will go toward
the Senior Youth’s trip to the National Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis, MN in July 2019.
Come enjoy good food and fellowship for a
great cause!
Sunday, September 23rd, 5-9 pm
Joe Willy’s is located at 2006 S. Goliad St in
Rockwall in the Hobby Lobby shopping center.

Young at Heart
Young at Heart will meet on Tuesday,
September 11th at 11:30 am. They will enjoy
a potluck lunch at the church and continue
their Bible study titled “What Happens When
Women Pray”.
Please note: Men are welcome, too!

The Tree of Life Choir has resumed rehearsals. If
you’ve been considering joining the choir, this is a
great time to add your voice! The choir rehearses
after the worship service most Sundays. For more
information, please speak to Andrew Kortze.

Order SCRIP gift cards at TOL September
9th & 23rd & help support our missions &
ministries! For more information, or to see a list
of retailers and amounts available, please visit:
www.shopwithscrip.com.

Mary & Joe Mobley
Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
Greetings from Fargo, North Dakota. It is hard to
believe that summer is almost over. Two months ago, I
started my vicarage assignment at Beautiful Savior
Lutheran Church. We had over 55 excited and energetic
children join us for VBS this year. It is amazing to see
God’s love reach the lives of his dear children.
On a side note, the beginning of VBS was the start of
my vicarage. On the first night, not a minute before the
kids were going to go into the sanctuary for the opening,
the fire alarm went off. Apparently one of the kids
“bumped” the handle and caused it to go off. So, we had
a quick lesson about owning up to our own mistakes and
receiving forgiveness. You just can’t make this stuff up!!
I am blessed to work with an amazing staff and be guided and learn from Pastor Chris Waldvogel. He has a
real passion for people and the ministry. It has been a
great experience so far to work with and learn from him.
Dahlia has been quite busy getting everything settled in
our new home. She is looking for employment outside of
child care. The pain has been real for both of us in
leaving little Isaac behind in St. Louis. The Lord has a
plan for her and what he wants her to do. She waits patiently on His answer to her prayer. Who knows, it
might still be in child care. We shall wait and see what
the Lord has in mind.
Andrew is doing well working at the Country music
radio station in College Station, TX. He enjoys his job
and making connections with people when he does live
radio spots in and around town.
Grant is a senior in college and will do his student
teaching this fall. Because his concentration in education is high school music, he is already working at the
school as they are preparing for the upcoming marching
band season. He also enjoys giving private lessons to his
students as well.
Thank you so much for your continued prayers and support! We greatly appreciate it! God’s peace be with you!!
Blessings,
Brian Shane
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Logan Nixon
Holly Boettcher
Cheryl Rodrigues
Megan DeLawder
Stephen Stanley
Barbara Roblin

9-2
9-4
9-6
9-7
9-7
9-9

James Troxell
Ron Creamer
Gerald Dixon
Norm Wick
Tim Gargani
Ken Nixon
Shirley Laster
Ted Keitch
Mary Mobley

9-12
9-13
9-13
9-13
9-16
9-17
9-19
9-22
9-29

Sean & Rachel Gray
Garry & Wanda Samples
Tim & Jeanne Gargani
David & Jodie Cody
Keith & Sandra Melton
Lyle & Debora Livingston
John & Lisa Theriot
Ken & Judy Warren

9-2
9-10
9-12
9-15
9-21
9-23
9-29
9-29

Offerings and Attendance for July
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Our annual Fall Festival will be held on
Saturday, October 20th from 3 - 6pm.
Put it on your calendar and let Amanda
Maddox know where you would love to
volunteer.

Mission
Tithe

7/1/18

14

64

$3,646

$325

$365

7/8/18

14

70

$3,745

$300

$375

7/15/18

20

78

$4,030

$300

$403

7/22/18

18

68

$2,210

$300

$221

7/29/18

14

69

$66,063

$40,300

$6,606

$79,694*

$41,525

$7,970

Total for July

*Planned for in July—$19,775

Offerings and Attendance for August
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

We are in need of a Vacation Bible
School Coordinator for 2019. If
you would like more information
about this opportunity, please
speak to Amanda Maddox.
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8/5/18

18

74

$4,752

$320

$475

8/12/18

20

81

$17,364

$800

$1,736

8/19/18

10

65

$2,695

$600

$270

8/26/18
Total for August

*

*Planned for in August—$19,775
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A Kidney for Ashley
Fundraiser
September 16, 2018
3:00 – 6:00 pm
We want to give our members a special update on Ashley’s Fundraiser. The date is
fast approaching – Sunday, September 16th from 3:00—6:00 pm here at Tree of
Life. We have some great items to raffle: a 55” flat screen smart TV, Firewheel
Golf passes, Dallas Stars tickets and several handmade quilts. Raffle tickets will
be sold for $5 each or 5 for $20. You do not have to be present to win a raffle.
The silent auction will be open for bidding from 3:30 – 4:30 on the day of the
event. We are still getting items donated, but here are some highlights of what
you can bid on: Garland Symphony Orchestra tickets, Attorney’s Will Services,
home décor items, variety of plants in planters, Car Washes, gift cards for local
restaurants and businesses. Winning auction items must be picked up by 5:30 pm
or the next bid will be awarded. For information about the auction or to donate
items please speak to Lisa Theriot.
In addition to the bidding and raffling that will take place in the fellowship hall,
we will have a concession stand at the pavilion, along with a bake sale and live
entertainment. Come hungry! And in the parking lot there will be the Carter
BloodCare bus and the Kona ICE snow cone truck. If you are able to donate blood,
you can sign up through the link on TOL’s Facebook page or just speak to Kara
and she will get you signed up.
If you haven’t already gotten involved, here’s how you can help:








Sign up to work a shift at the event.
Bake something for the bake sale – see Betty Nixon & Linda Schleuning.
Please see Kara Jander if you are interested in selling raffle tickets to those
who may not be able to attend the event.
Invite your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers by word of mouth, posting a
flyer or sharing the invitation on social media. Let’s get the word out!
Come to the event!
Finally, PRAY! Pray for a beautiful day! Pray for generosity and a spirit of
goodwill. And most importantly, pray for Ashley who is now on the active
transplant list and is waiting for her new healthy kidney.

Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Women’s Retreat
Nov 30 – Dec 2
at Mt. Lebanon Camp
in Cedar Hill, Texas
$155 per person—includes food, lodging
and retreat materials (rebate for
fundraising given after the retreat)
The Women’s Retreat in 2017 was a great success
and was a wonderful time of reflection, relaxation
and drawing closer to the Lord before the busy
Christmas season. Please join us this year for
“Chasing the Star”. Registration is now open. Forms
are available in the office. Please see Linda Hill for
more information.

Wanda Samples has been working hard
organizing the Tree of Life Library. Thank you
Wanda!
We had one Tree of Life member recently
downsize their home library and brought their
books and videos to Tree of Life to share.
During the months of August and September
we invite Tree of Life members to bring any
books and/or videos that they no longer want,
but would like to share with other Tree of Life
members. Members will be able to browse
through the media and take to use and bring
back or take to keep.
Also, Wanda took many items to Lucky Dog
Books and we have 110 points there for any
TOL member to use. Ask Wanda for details.
Lucky Dog is at 10534 Garland Rd. in Dallas.

