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“It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most
High; to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by
night” Psalm 92:1-2
I had the privilege of attending Glorybound 2018 with our youth 2
weeks ago. It was a spiritual, mountaintop experience for me as I am sure it
was for the over 800 youth that attended it as well. One of the highlights for
me was our daily times of worship. There was a song that we sang each day
that has been stuck in my head ever since. The chorus is simple and yet it
got me to thinking. The words of the chorus say, “Let me count the ways.
Let me count the days that you have been faithful.”
If I’m being honest, there are many days that go by where I neglect to
reflect on God’s faithfulness and the countless ways that I should be filled
with gratitude for His presence, power and grace in my life.
So when was the last time you counted the ways that God has been
faithful to you? I encourage you to hit the pause button for a second and
make a list! Have fun in counting the ways that Jesus has been faithful to
you. If you are having a rough day, this exercise may prove to be even more
difficult and yet necessary. There is something beautiful that happens when
we pause and spend some time reflecting on God’s faithfulness to us. We can
start with the “simple things” such as how God has provided us with food,
water, shelter, family and our financial resources. God has also been faithful to always forgive us of our sins, to listen to our every prayer (whether
misguided or not), to never leave us or forsake us, and has promised us an
eternal home in heaven with Him. These are just a few of the ways He has
been faithful to us!

You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com
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There is something that changes inside of us
when we stop and actually think about God’s faithfulness to us as His children. Gratitude, humility, joy
and generosity well up inside of us as we count the
ways that God has given us more than we’ve ever
deserved.
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Counting the ways that God is faithful to us is
also an opportunity to again affirm our faith in His
son, Jesus and to say that we believe that God will
continue to keep all of His promises to us, even when
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Continued on page 2

A Word from the Pastor, continued

Women’s Retreat

we can’t always see what He is doing. We don’t put
our hopes in our own abilities or intellect but in the
grace and power of Jesus who never falls short on
His promises.
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.”
Hebrews 10:23
Take some time to count the ways God has
been faithful to you today. Rest in His promises
and know that He will continue His faithfulness to
you today, tomorrow and forever.

Nov 30 – Dec 2
at Mt. Lebanon Camp
in Cedar Hill, Texas

Grace & peace to you,

$155 per person—includes food, lodging
and retreat materials (rebate for
fundraising given after the retreat)

Pastor Mark

The Women’s Retreat in 2017 was a great success
and was a wonderful time of reflection, relaxation
and drawing closer to the Lord before the busy
Christmas season. Please join us this year for
“Chasing the Star”. Registration is now open. Forms
are available in the office. Please see Linda Hill for
more information.

August 26th
Hey Parents!
Make sure that your children "donut" miss out
on Rally Day! We will have games and a craft
and a yummy doughnut snack! Join us during
Sunday school hour (9-10 AM) on August 26th!

Do you knit or crochet?
White Rock Center of
Hope needs your help
making hats for kids
and adults. If you are
interested please speak
to Shirley Kuske.
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Wanda Samples has been working hard organizing the Tree of Life Library. Thank you
Wanda!
We had one Tree of Life member recently
downsize their home library and brought their
books and videos to Tree of Life to share. During the months of August and September we
invite Tree of Life members to bring any books
and/or videos that they no longer want, but
would like to share with other Tree of Life members. Members will be able to browse through
the media and take to use and bring back or
take to keep.
Also, Wanda took many items to Lucky Dog
Books and we have 110 points there for any
TOL member to use. Ask Wanda for details.
Lucky Dog is at 10534 Garland Rd. in Dallas.
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A Trip Down Memory Lane
Lorraine and Wally Stark’s son Ron recently sent
us old TOL photos. Please stop by the office if
you’d like to take a look. Ron also sent this note:
Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you so much for your gift of $440.00. Your
support makes all the difference as our students
prepare to serve as the church’s pastors, missionaries, deaconesses and leaders. Thank you!
During these summer months, many students
continue their preparations in summer classes.
At the same time, our faculty and staff are busily
preparing for the start of a new academic year. We
also continue to make our many resources for
church workers and lay members available. For
more information about resources or summer
activities, please visit www.csl.edu.
As it is with all gifts, your donation will be used
carefully to prepare the shepherds who will
preach, teach and live God’s Word as they share
the Gospel with their flock and reach out in love to
the lost. The Seminary’s mission and ministry
simply would not be possible without your prayers
and generous support. Thanks you again.
Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President

Order SCRIP gift cards at TOL
August 5th & 19th
& help support our missions & ministries!
For more information, or to see a list of retailers
and amounts available, please visit:
www.shopwithscrip.com.

Been going through a multitude of photo albums
that my parents amassed over the years when
they lived in Garland, and have come across a
representative section of photos that they took
over the years while members of Tree of Life.
Mom, Lorraine Stark, was your church secretary
for a number of years, and Dad, Wally Stark,
also served a custodian.
Both are now with the Lord, and it falls on me to
sort out what is kept and also thrown out.
Instead of just throwing the photos out, I wanted
them to be shared by those who might enjoy a
trip down memory lane.
Some of the photos have dates on back and
fronts, photos like these are things of the past,
since we are in the digital age, cameras are not
used much. Hope you don’t mind me sending
these to you. Tree of Life meant a lot to my folks.
Best Regards
Ron Stark

The Tree of Life Choir will resume rehearsals on
Sunday, August 5th after worship.
If you’ve
been considering joining the choir, this is a
great time to add your voice!
For more
information, please speak to Andrew Kortze.

Thursday Morning Bible Class

Young at Heart

The Thursday Morning Bible Class is taking a
summer break They will resume on August
30th. Pastor Mark will be leading the class in
the Fall.

Young at Heart will not be meeting in August.
Please check your September “Breeze” for
information about their September meeting
plans.
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Dusten Hurt-Klein
Arnold James
Judy Warren
Shirley Kuske
Nathan Matzek
Pam Hinkel

Jordan Nixon
Scott Crowder
Andrew Gargani
Al Pankonien
David Cody
8-2 Matthew Purcell
8-8 Gary Acker
8-8
Cleone Altom
8-11 Nancy Harper
8-14 Justin Green
8-15

8-15
8-17
8-20
8-23
8-24
8-25
8-27
8-27
8-27
8-28

Jimmy & Dorothy Hohenberger 8-1

Bob & Kaye Green
8-9
Jeff & Mary Ellen Matzek
8-9
Rick & Kathy Woolery
8-18
Stephen & Daphne Stanley 8-31

Ashley’s Kidney Fundraiser
Sunday, September 16th
3:00 - 6:00 PM
There will be an auction and raffle in
the fellowship hall, concessions,
bake sale and entertainment at the
pavilion, and Carter Blood Mobile in
the parking lot. There promises to be
a lot of great items there: planters for
those with a green thumb, quilts from
our ladies in the Quilters’ Corner,
home décor items, Garland Symphony
tickets, and our BIG raffle item - a 55
inch Smart TV. All of this and
more for a great cause - a kidney
for Ashley Karlin!
More details in the weeks ahead.
How can you help??? Ask your
company to donate a product or
service. Volunteer to make something
for the bake sale. Volunteer to help
with the concession stand. Help
spread the word about the event.
Make plans to attend!

Offerings and Attendance for July
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

7/1/18

14

64

$3,646

$325

$365

7/8/18

14

70

$3,745

$300

$375

7/15/18

20

78

$4,030

$300

$403

7/22/18

18

68

$2,210

$300

$221

7/29/18
Total for July
*Planned for in July—$19,775

Offerings and Attendance for June
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

6/3/18

25

72

$5,035

$320

$504

6/10/18

23

75

$1,826

$330

$183

6/17/18

20

64

$2,365

$600

$237

6/24/18

24

89

$5,429

$1,380

$543

$14,655*

$2,630

$1,467

Total for June

*Planned for in June—$19,775
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

