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“In

this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome
the world.” John 16:33
There are no words to describe the month of May we have had here at
Tree of Life. God has comforted us by His word and Spirit as we
grieved (and continue to grieve) the passing of our dear sisters in
Christ, Jan and Janet along with our beloved brothers in the faith Con
and Wayne as well. We continue to lift up all of the families that have
lost their dear loved ones. I want to thank everyone for their prayers,
compassion, and care that has been shown here at Tree towards all
those that have desperately needed it.
For me personally during this season I have turned to God’s word and
most especially the Psalms in which we find every range of human
emotion. God loves when we cry out to him in honesty and He meets
us in whatever emotional state we are in. I have found myself praying
even more than usual (yes, as a pastor my prayer life actually ebbs
and flows). Earlier this week I was looking for a certain book and
found another one that God desired for me to find instead. Funny how
God does that! We think we know what we need and God of course
knows our needs more than we do.
The book I found is entitled “Lutheran Book of Prayer”. In it are
found beautiful prayers that have been penned over numerous
centuries. Life has changed but the human condition has not. More
importantly, our God hasn’t changed and He loves
to hear and move in the lives off his beloved children.

You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com

I stumbled upon this prayer which falls under the
heading “During Hard Times”. May we join
together in praying this prayer together as a
community as Jesus continues to meet us in our
grieving and celebrating of the lives of those who
have gone to be with the Lord. This prayer is
Continued on page 2
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
something we can carry with us as enter into
the “warmer” months here in Texas and provide us with a refreshing reminder of God’s
grace which is ours today, tomorrow, and forever!
“Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord,
have mercy.
Merciful Father, You know how difficult these
days are for me. In Your holy Word You have
promised to hear those who cry unto You in the
day of trouble. Listen to my cries for mercy and
send me help from the sanctuary of Your grace.
Preserve me from bitterness of spirit and rescue
me from every temptation to despair. Calm my
frustration with the knowledge that my life is
secure in Your redeeming love, for I am
baptized into the death and resurrection of Your
Son. Draw me out of self-centered worry, which
stifles faith, and cause me to take comfort in the
great and precious promises that You have
made to me and all believers in the Gospel.
Sustain and strengthen me under every cross
and affliction, that Your grace might be made
perfect in my weakness. Give me confidence to
pray without losing heart and to trust in Your
mighty deliverance according to Your good and
gracious will. Father, into Your hands I
commend myself. Hear me, for the sake of Your
Son, who alone is my Brother and Savior.
Amen.”
In His grace,
Pastor Mark

Women’s Retreat Fundraiser Dinner
July 22nd after worship
********

Fundraiser for Ashley Karlin
to assist with Medical Expenses
of Kidney Transplant
Sunday, September 16th
Words of Wisdom
When older adults were asked “What lessons
have you learned as you have been growing
older?” this is how they responded:

















Keep smiling. It is good for the soul.
Spend time listening to God’s Word.
Life is too short—enjoy it!
It is okay to let your children see you cry.
Forgive—Forgive—Forgive.
Get rid of your stuff.
Learn to say—what difference will it make in
five years!
God loves you because of who God is, not
because of anything you did or didn’t do.
Don’t take yourself too seriously. No one else
does.
Stay in touch with your family and friends.
See God at work in your life.
See miracles in life every day.
Stay active.
Plan your retirement.
No matter how you feel, better days are
around the corner.
The best is yet to come.

From “Engaging the Aging” Fall 2016
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God sent His blessings through you!
A tremendous THANKS to everyone at Tree
of Life Lutheran Church for honoring Jan
Keitch with your beautiful cards, phone calls,
home and hospital visits, flowers, delicious
food, financial donations, and especially your
prayers for Jan. All of the above also played a
huge part in getting me as well as my family
members through a very sad and rough time.
Thanks for your sincere love, support, and
encouragement during that time.

Join us on Sunday, June 10th as we
honor our TOL graduates with a cake
and punch reception after worship.
This year’s graduates
(all from high school):
Jon Hunter
Dusten Hurt-Klein
Jessica Hagan
Payton Grant

Sincerely,
Ted Keitch
Dear Tree of Life FriendsWanted to let you know your gift cards are still
blessing others. Today, a young mother who
recently found out she has cancer AND has to
move out of her apartment due to a fire. To help
her with some expenses, Good Sam offered her
several Wal-Mart gift cards from TOL. This
gesture of kindness meant so much to her.
Thank you!
Pam
Good Samaritans of Garland

Glorybound 2018
It’s getting close! Glorybound, the Texas
District LCMS youth gathering, is July
12-15, 2018 in DFW. Please keep this
event, our youth and our chaperones
(Pastor and Nathan & Desiree’ Matzek)
in your prayers.

Shop with SCRIP
On June 3rd and 17th please visit the display
table in the Fellowship Hall from 10 – 10:30
to make purchases and place orders.
For more information, or to see a list of
retailers and amounts available, please visit:
https://www.shopwithscrip.com.

Visitation Calendar
When you visit a TOL member who is in
the hospital, nursing home or homebound,
please write it on the Visitation Calendar
which is posted in the hallway around the
corner from the nursery. This is helpful to
Pastor and the Elders to know who is in
special need of visitation.
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From the Grulkes, Lutheran Bible Translators
One month in!

Our journey here was a crazy couple of days!
We have been in Botswana almost a month
now. We have so much to report!
For our first week or so, Rob Hilbert (the missionary
here before us) and Jim Laesch (our supervisor)
were here helping us settle in. Rob helped us find
our way around Maun and gave us some valuable
insight into life in Maun and our work here. Jim was
a huge help on the plane and helped us begin to
understand the bigger picture of LBT’s work in Botswana and our role in it.
One of our biggest struggles so far has been working on applying for work and residency permits. We
think we now have all the papers we need, but we
have to wait for the Immigration Department to be
accepting applications, which will not be until June
1. This could put us in a time crunch to receive our
permits before our visitor visas expire.
One of our biggest joys so far is our church. The
services are held in a combination of English and
Setswana. Some of the songs are familiar, straight
out of the old LBW. Sometimes, a tune will be familiar, but the words will be in Setswana. Sometimes, we know approximately what’s going on because of the place we are in the liturgical service,
but the words and melody are unfamiliar. Sometimes we’re totally lost. All the time, the harmonies
are beautiful and the worship is powerful. On communion Sunday, we couldn’t figure out when we
were supposed to go up to receive communion and
missed out entirely. We hope we did not inadvertently offend our fellow worshippers by accidentally
skipping communion.

Kindergarten (called Standard 0), 2nd grade (Standard
2), and 4th grade (standard 4). So far, they love
it. The school is very multicultural. About half of the
students are local children and the other half are from
all around the world.
We have also begun connecting with our local colleagues, learning about the translation projects we are
working with, and figuring out how we will fit into the
projects. We are very thankful for capable, hardworking translators and enthusiastic advisers. The end of
May and beginning of June promise to be exciting
times, as LBT colleagues visit from the US and the
translation consultant visits from the Netherlands to
check the translation work.
Keep us in your prayers:








Culture shock - so much is different (not wrong,
just different)
Thanksgiving for the kids' new schools
Upcoming consultant checks in both the
Shekgalagari and Shiyeyi projects - May 28 June 1
Productive visits from our LBT colleagues
Beginning the process of culture and language
aquisition
For our funding to continue to strengthen and
grow

The Lutheran Church in Maun

Another of our biggest joys is how well the children
are adjusting. They love playing outside all the
time. Our compound has several other small children. The kids love having playmates. Everyone
started school this week. The twins go to preschool
three mornings a week, and the older three began
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From Our Seminary Students
To the Saints at Tree of Life Lutheran Church,

is an education music major at Tarleton State
If you haven’t seen or heard already, I’m happy to University in Stephenville, TX.
announce that I have received my vicarage place- ...Dahlia is looking forward to discovering what
ment for next year. I will be serving at Ascension God has instore for her concerning employment.
Lutheran Church in Wichita, Kansas. I have talked We wanted to take a moment to thank you so
to my supervisor as well as some people who have much for all of your prayers & support. It has
served at this congregation or know this congrega- meant the world to us having you join us on this
tion and they all have really wonderful things to journey that God has taken us on...Many thanks
say. I am very excited to serve my vicarage there.
and God’s continued richest blessings to you.

…As a vicar, I will be doing many of the normal Blessings,
things like teaching confirmation and bible class,
preaching, doing visitation, etc. Other than that I Brian and Dahlia Shane
will have the opportunity to do some of a variety of
other things including campus ministry (at Wichita From Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
State), evangelism calls, youth ministry, children’s
May 17, 2018
ministry, and much else. This vicarage should give
me a wide array of experiences that will prepare Dear Friends in Christ,
me well to be a pastor.
Thank you for your generous gift of $665.00!
...After I finish the semester, I will be heading back Your support of your Seminary’s mission of preto spend a little bit of time with my family in paring the church’s future pastors, missionaries
Houston before heading out to Oklahoma to work and deaconesses is a great blessing.
as a camp counselor at Camp Lutherhoma…
The last weeks of the academic year—which
include
the momentous Call Day and CommenceAgain, thank you for being one of my Adopt-aStudent sponsors. Your support allows me to do all ment celebrations—are especially energizing.
of this as I continue to learn how to be a pastor for Those you have helped to prepare for the Holy
the church.
Ministry will soon embrace their first calls. Still
others will begin their vicarage or deaconess inGod’s Peace,
ternship assignments.
Kendall Davis
...Our good and gracious Father in heaven sees
*********************************************
to it that your prayers and gifts are mightily
Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
blessed. The Seminary’s ministry simply would not
Call day has come and gone and it pleases God to be possible without caring Christians like you. On
send my wife and I to the wonderful people of behalf of all of us at Concordia Seminary, thank
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in Fargo, ND. you again for your support!
We are looking forward to this new adventure and
discovering what God has instore for us to do for Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
Him. To Him be all the glory!!!
President
...Our oldest son, Andrew received a promotion at
his job with radio station 98.3 KORA in College
Station, TX... He is also live at Ozona Restaurant *We also received a thank you letter on April 30th
on Tuesday evenings with Country Texas Tuesday. for $432.
We thank & praise God that he has blessed Andrew
with this new endeavor and that it is something
Editor’s note: The three letters on this page have been
that he is passionate about doing.
We were in Texas to watch and hear our youngest
son, Grant perform his Senior Music Recital. Grant

edited for the sake of space. They are posted on the
Information Center Board if you would like to read
them in their entirety.
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Stacey Becker
Gail Farmer
Chris Gibbs
Phil Hill
Cecil Moore
Luke Hunter

6-2
6-2
6-2
6-2
6-5
6-7

Austin Karlin
Lisa Theriot
Jess Calhoun
Rick Woolery
Jerry Matzek
Julie Altom
Kyron James
Debora Livingston
Daniel Dixon
Christy Kloostra

The Senior Youth’s
Joe Willy’s Fundraiser
has been postponed
until further notice.

6-11
6-13
6-18
6-18
6-23
6-25
6-25
6-25
6-29
6-30

Allen & Stacey Becker
Matthew & Kourtnee Purcell
Ron & Gail Creamer
Phil & Linda Hill

6-7
6-17
6-18
6-20

Offerings and Attendance for May
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

5/6/18

27

80

$4,636

$320

$464

5/13/18

22

84

$3,716

$630

$372

5/20/18

25

74

$3,449

$300

$345

$*

$

$

5/27/18
Total for May

*Planned for in May—$19,775

Offerings and Attendance for April
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 25 - 29

DATE

SS 10:30 General Growing Mission
or
Offering To the
Tithe
Future
8AM

4/1/18

43

107

$5,162

$630

$516

LIGHT SUPPER AT 5:30 PM

4/8/18

35

88

$4,501

$5

$450

VBS ACTIVITIES 6—8 PM

4/15/18

35

84

$2,193

$600

$219

Register at
www.treeoflifelcms.org and
follow the link at the bottom
of the page.

4/22/18

27

77

$6,980

$2,262

$698

4/29/18

31

85

$3,342

$675

$334

$22,178

$4,172

$2,217

Total for April

*Planned for in April—$19,775
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

