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“A little while, and you will see me no longer;
and again a little while you will see me.”
- John 16:16
Can you imagine what Jesus disciples must have been thinking when
their dear Rabbi said to them these words. “No Jesus, don’t go!”
“Jesus, we aren’t letting you leave our sights.” “Jesus, this is crazy
talk. If you can make the blind see, the lame walk, and the dead rise
then surely you are not going to disappear on us and leave us all by
ourselves.”
But Jesus always knows best. He knew the will of His Father and
that was His one and only purpose. To come and to do the work that
the Father had for Him. That was it!
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Oh, that we could be more like Jesus. Some of us may feel like Jesus
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sometimes we may wonder where is Jesus in all of this?
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The answer - He is right in the midst of it with you. Just like that old
story about the footprints in the sand, Jesus is not only with us
through life’s ups and downs but He is also holding us in His mighty
and loving, all-present hands. We are always secure in His hands even
during those times when we may not “feel like it”.
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Let me say this to you as your new vacancy pastor here at Tree of Life.
I am truly humbled and grateful to be God’s servant to you for such a
time as this. Jesus has great and precious things planned for you as
His children. May we continue to fix our eyes on
Jesus who is the one who promises that, “I am
with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew
28:20)

Special Points of
Interest:

You can reach Pastor
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com

Don’t hesitate to contact me anytime you need
prayer, encouragement, or counsel. Let us
continue to place ourselves in to God’s almighty
hands daily as we serve and love each other here
at Tree of Life!
Pastor Mark
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Shop with SCRIP

Did you know?

On May 6th and 20th please visit the display
table in the Fellowship Hall from 10 – 10:30
to make purchases and place orders.
Remember all those May Graduates and June
Weddings!

Tree of Life has several sources of income
in addition to our Sunday morning
offering. When you do your grocery
shopping you can have funds given to Tree
of Life.
Currently we are enrolled in
rewards programs at Kroger and Tom
Thumb. You can get more information at
www.krogercommunityrewards.com
and
www.tomthumb.com/ShopStores/GoodNeighbor.page

Thank you to all who support the SCRIP
program at Tree of Life. If you haven't tried
it, SCRIP is a great way to buy gift cards for
your personal purchases or to give as gifts.
When you make a SCRIP purchase through
TOL, TOL receives a percentage back and we
use that to fund our mission trips & special
ministries!
For more information, or to see a list of
retailers and amounts available, please visit:
https://www.shopwithscrip.com.

Hong Kong Mission Trip
Another mission trip to Hong Kong is being
planned for Spring Break 2021. The
current cost per person is $500 for the in
country fee and $1500 for the flight. That
means that each person needs to raise
$667 per year for three years. The Scrip
program will hopefully help off set some of
this amount. If you are interested in being
a part of this mission trip please speak to
Amanda Maddox.

Glorybound 2018
Glorybound, the Texas District LCMS
youth gathering, is July 12-15, 2018 in
DFW. Youth participants must be 14 by
the time of the of Glorybound OR entering his/her ninth grade year of high
school. All youth planning to attend
need to get their deposit turned in soon.
Late Registration (April 1 – June 30,
2018) ($95 deposit due at registration)

You can also support TOL through
investing in Texas District Church
Extension Fund. TOL receives a rebate
from CEF for having members invest with
them and these funds are used to
accelerate paying off our mortgage. This
year our rebate was $3,627.27 Learn more
about Texas CEF at www.texascef.org/
Those who have insurance or investments
with Thrivent Financial can elect to have
their Choice Dollars given to TOL. You can
get more information from Lisa Theriot or
at
www.thrivent.com/making-adifference/living -generously/thrivent choice/

Visitation Calendar
When you visit a TOL member who is in
the hospital, nursing home or homebound,
please write it on the Visitation Calendar
which is posted in the hallway around the
corner from the nursery. This is especially
important now without a permanent
pastor so that we continue to consistently
care for our sick and elderly members.
Thank you for helping us with this!
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From the Schullers, Missionaries to Puerto Rico
Dear Friends in Christ,
The highways stop traffic with processions of Jesus or one of the saints. The malls are filled, parking jammed as people crowd into the cities to celebrate the suffering and death of our Lord Jesus. On
one street from the main square and Cathedral sits
the nice pale blue four story building that houses
Fuente de Vida and CARD. (Centro de Amparo y
Rescate por Desastre; Lutheran World Relief). We
join in the activities as today we pass out 1,000 fliers for our Good Friday and Easter Sunday community invitation to those living around us. We are
going to walk the Last 50 Steps of Jesus on Earth.
The newspaper has our ad, the Mall Bible study will
help color the 50 poster-sized depictions of Jesus
travels through Jerusalem. Got some fliers to invite
the community for Friday from 12 to 3pm as well as
for Easter Sunday at 3pm.
We do not know if 5 or 250 will show up. The
way the church and CARD is set up is in two adjourning rooms, with a large courtyard and bathrooms in between. God was so kind to put a fountain in the place we would call “Fountain of Life.”
Now we have 3 main hats that we try to fill. The
church on the West coast, in Mayaguez, called Principe de Paz. This has William Torres, as musician,
who leads the Puerto Rican church as president. As
well, Arturo Maita, who will be receiving his
“Pastorado” in our sister church in Venezuela. He
will serve in Mayaguez. Presently, my main job is to
preach twice a month, do the liturgy other Sunday’s, just being kind of an outside help as the
church goes forward. Principe de Paz feeds us 2030 bags of food, which we haul in the little RAV 4
over several mountain ranges to the dry coastal
plain of Ponce. Here in Ponce we continue the
church plant of Fuente de Vida. (See the people
that we reach for the Lord. (pics)
We were so pleased to have a great representation on February 18th for the official opening of
Fuente de Vida. Rev. Charles St. Onge acted as the
opener of the local. We had worked hard to get
people from different groups around Ponce. The
Rev. Dr. Ross Johnson lead us in preaching and
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casting a vision for what the Lord could do through us
as forgiven sinners. How great it was to mix with
friends in Christ from near and far. Now the challenge
is to incorporate people with great need with those
who live a normal established life in society. Always
remembering the advice of James, not to set the poor
in the corner, yet how to extend welcome to welleducated, professional Puerto Rican’s. In Puerto Rico,
cold water!
CARD, Lutheran World Relief has storage. (You can
see me wading through water, as the four roofs from
the apartment building all empty into the courtyard).
This will be the Garden of Gethsemane and the crucifixion scene, as people will nail their own sins to a
cross, remembering Jesus sacrifice.
You can see in the
picture a sign inviting
people to the Good
Friday event. The consequent celebration of
RESURRECTION is the
reason for Jesus suffering and death! After
Divine Service on Easter Sunday will have some refreshment along with
Easter eggs hunting for the children.
Our services have begun in Lutheran Church Fountain of Life, Ponce. Mayaguez is at 11:00 a.m. We
rush out of Bible study a little early to set up in Ponce,
as we screech over the mountains. After service, visiting, coffee, mosquitoes from all the rain, (to be handled today, just got a new fly swatter, Ha!) Then a few
games of ping pong, as we reach out for the Lord, remembering His resilience in us as we bounce back
after being forgiven, to start again.
That sums up Easter! Jesus was victorious over
suffering, temptations, the grave, grave critics, as He
rose to new life! “He is not here! He has risen! Come
see the place where He lay.” Hallelujah!
In Christ,
Rev. Richard and Gema Schuller
Pray the new church follows the teaching of the
apostles about Jesus.
Breeze Thru the Leaves

From Our Seminary Student

From Concordia Seminary, St. Louis

To the saints at Tree of Life Lutheran Church,

Dear Friends in Christ,
It was a wonderful blessing to receive your gift
of $554.00 in support of Concordia Seminary’s
mission of serving church and world by preparing
those who will minister among us, our children,
grandchildren, friends and neighbors for decades
to come. THANK YOU!
God’s blessings on the faithful prayers and
support you provide make this ministry possible.
“For what thanksgiving can we return to God for
you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before
our God?” (1 Thess. 3:9 ESV).
Your gift will be used carefully to prepare the
church’s future pastors, missionaries, deaconesses
and leaders. Please know that your prayers and
donations to Concordia Seminary are making an
eternal difference. May you experience much joy
today and always for the blessings your partnership makes possible.

Thank you for being one of my Adopt-a-Student
sponsors. I hope you have had a good Holy
Week and Easter. As I’m writing this we’re
starting the second half of the spring semester
and Call Day is less than a month away. I’ll be
sure to write after Call Day to tell you where
I’m going to be going for my vicarage. In case
you’re interested, Call Day is April 24th and
will be live-streamed on the Seminary website.
The list of calls and vicarage internship placements will also be posted there.
I can definitely say that I’m excited to find out
where I’m going to be serving for a year. At this
point I think I feel ready for the opportunity
that my vicarage is going to give me to continue to learn how to serve God’s people.

This half semester I’ve also started a new class,
Pauline Epistles. This class is with one of my
Most cordially yours,
favorite professors, Dr. Mark Seifrid, and we’ll
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
spend the next several weeks studying the letPresident
ters of Paul in the New Testament. It’s going to
be fantastic.
Otherwise, I’m also starting to get ready to
begin serving at Camp Lutherhoma again this
summer. As you may remember, I worked
there last summer as a counselor and will be a
counselor again this summer before I head out
for vicarage.
Finally I want to thank you again for your continued support as one of my Adopt-a-Student
sponsors. It takes such a burden off of us to
have so many people like you come together to
help pay for our education here at the seminary. Thank you.
God’s Peace,
Kendall Davis
Editor’s note:
Vicarage placements were
announced on April 24th. Kendall Davis will be
at Ascension Lutheran in Wichita, KS. Brian
Shane has been placed at Beautiful Savior
Lutheran in Fargo, ND.

Electronic Giving
Tree of Life invites you to consider our electronic giving program as a way to automate
your regular weekly offerings.
Electronic giving is convenient for you and
provides much-needed consistency for our
church. There is no cost for you to participate.
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis,
you will no longer need to write out 52 checks
a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And when
travel, illness or other circumstances prevent
you from attending services, this program will
allow your weekly offerings to continue on an
uninterrupted basis.
To get started, contact Stacey Karlin for an
authorization form.
Thank you!
Stacey Karlin
Financial Secretary
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Kathy Troxell
Clara Boettcher
Joshua Wendt
Ed Mollenkamp
Lyle Livingston

5-6
5-7
5-8
5-11
5-13

Dusten Robins
Joe Green
Doreen Becker
Don Farmer
Dorothy Moore
Andy Nixon
Bryan Jander
LaWanda Hunter
Merita Hurst

5-13
5-17
5-22
5-26
5-26
5-27
5-29
5-31
5-31

Chris & Amanda Maddox
Al & Caren Pankonien
Mike & Barbara Morgan
David & Kara Jander

5-18
5-22
5-23
5-29

Offerings and Attendance for March
LWML Meeting
May 9th at TOL
10:00 a.m.

DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

3/4/18

30

82

$5,266

$665

$527

3/11/18

23

71

$2,517

$305

$252

3/18/18

30

80

$3,908

$640

$371

3/25/18

33

100

$2,898

$1,220

$290

$14,589*

$2,830

$1,440

Total for March

*Planned for in March—$19,775

Offerings and Attendance for April
DATE

SS 10:30 General Growing Mission
or
Offering To the
Tithe
Future
8AM

4/1/18

43

107

$5,162

$630

$516

4/8/18

35

88

$4,501

$5

$450

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS:

4/15/18

35

84

$2,193

$600

$219

JUNE 25 - 29

4/22/18

27

77

$6,980

$2,262

$698

LIGHT SUPPER AT 5:30 PM

4/29/18
$

$

$

VBS ACTIVITIES 6—8 PM

Total for April

*Planned for in April—$19,775
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Joe Willy’s Fundraiser Night
We will be honoring our TOL graduates
in June. If you are graduating from high
school or college please let the office
know the date and the name of the
school and your plans for after
graduation. We want to celebrate your
achievement!

Sunday, June 3rd from 5 - 9 pm
Come out to Joe Willy’s in Rockwall
and enjoy good food and fellowship
while supporting our youth who will
be attending Glorybound.
2006 S. Goliad in Rockwall
(in the Hobby Lobby shopping center)

