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Farewell and Thank You
I want to take a moment to thank you for your kindness to me
and to my family. We have grown so much in so many ways
because of what you all here at Tree of Life have done for us. Let
me just say thank you for all of your extraordinary generosity
towards us. I am just flabbergasted (in an amazingly good way)
by all of your gifts and support that you have given us over the
few short years that I served with you. I am especially blessed
and amazed by your generosity here as we prepare to leave. It is
with gladness in my heart that I say that all of you are walking
the Christian talk and following in the way Christ trod. I pray
that you continue in this path with all of the zeal and fervor that
you have walked it with me. Paul tells the Philippians, “I thank
God in all my remembrance of you. . .” This will certainly be my
prayer for you. You have shown me love and compassion and
reminded me why I wanted to become a pastor, because believe
it or not I had forgotten that somewhere along the way between
making the decision and getting here. Now, from my family to
all of you thank you for the gifts of jewelry and pictures; thank
you for your gifts of generosity and kindness; thank you for your
gift of love and joy that you not only shared but also that you
rekindled and nurtured in my heart and the
hearts of my family. You will be missed.
Know that you will remain in my prayers
always. I may no longer be your pastor but I
will always be your friend and your brother in
Christ. Farewell dear friends. The Lord bless
you and keep you, the Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious unto you, the
You can reach Pastor
Thorson at 214-918-0334 Lord look upon you with favor and give you
or treespastor@gmail.com
peace. Amen.
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Thorsons in South Dakota

Rev. Mark Couser

Please keep Pastor, Amber, Aliyah and Anja
in your prayers as they make the move to
South Dakota. On April 3rd, they will be
traveling to Colorado to visit with family and
they will be arriving in South Dakota on
April 11th.

We are happy to announce that Rev.
Mark Couser will be serving us at Tree
of Life! An exact schedule and other
details are still pending. We will get this
information to you in the weeks to
come. Please keep Pastor Couser and
Tree of Life in your prayers during this
transition time."

Pastor’s congregations are Saint John’s
Lutheran Church in Howard, SD and Our
Savior Lutheran Church in Madison, SD.
You can write to the Thorson’s at:
320 4th St. NW
Madison, SD 57042

A Life Beyond Amazing
The Thursday Morning Bible Study will
start a new DVD based study called
“A Life Beyond Amazing” on April 5th.
The teacher is Dr. David Jeremiah.
There are eleven sessions covering the
Fruit of the Spirit found in Galatians 5:
22-23. If you have any questions, you
can contact Kaye and Bob Green.

Sunday, April 22nd
after worship
Potluck lunch following the meeting.

Shop with SCRIP
On April 8th & 22nd please visit the display
table in the Fellowship Hall from 10 – 10:30
to make purchases and place orders.
Thank you to all who support the SCRIP
program at Tree of Life. If you haven't tried
it, SCRIP is a great way to buy gift cards for
your personal purchases or to give as gifts.
When you make a SCRIP purchase through
TOL, TOL receives a percentage back and we
use that to fund our mission trips & special
ministries!
For more information, or to see a list of
retailers and amounts available, please visit:
https://www.shopwithscrip.com.

Glorybound 2018
Glorybound, the Texas District LCMS
youth gathering, is July 12-15, 2018 in
DFW. Youth participants must be 14 by
the time of the of Glorybound OR entering his/her ninth grade year of high
school. All youth planning to attend
need to get their deposit turned in soon.
Late Registration (April 1 – June 30,
2018) ($95 deposit due at registration)
CHAPERONE NEEDED
FOR GLORYBOUND

We would like to have one more
chaperone —preferably male—to attend
Glorybound. For more information
please speak to Kara Jander or Nathan
& Desiree’ Matzek.
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Visitation Calendar
When you visit a TOL member who is in
the hospital, nursing home or homebound,
please write it on the Visitation Calendar
which is posted in the hallway around the
corner from the nursery. This is especially
important now without a permanent
pastor so that we continue to consistently
care for our sick and elderly members.
Thank you for helping us with this!

Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
Thank you very much for your generous gift
you sent to our Seminary in January 2018.
Your gift is greatly appreciated,
God’s blessings,
Abdi Tadesse
Seminary Student

Thank you to everyone who donates altar
flowers for Tree of Life. Altar Flowers are not
a budgeted item. They are present in our
worship services only by the donations of our
members. To donate, sign your name on the
Flower Chart on the date desired and indicate
if you are donating in honor or memory of
someone. The Flower Chart is located on the
white cabinet closest to the pastor’s office.
Once you’ve signed up you can put cash or a
check to TOL in the offering plate or drop it by
the office. Something new we are starting:
there are flower envelopes and we will put one
in your box a couple weeks before the Sunday
you’ve signed up for. If you’ve already paid
then just disregard, and if you haven’t paid
this friendly reminder is meant to help. Thank
you for helping beautify our Altar!

Grulke Ministry Update
April 17 is the day! We are so excited to share with all of you
that we have purchased our plane tickets for Botswana and are
getting ready to leave next month. Checklists are in full force at
our house and we are taking our final steps towards being ready
to fly out in just 21 days! As you can see, the packing is coming
right along and compressing the stuff for the 7 of us into enough
bags is quite a challenge.
We are also excited to share that our commissioning service will
be Sunday, April 8 at the 11:00 Room211 service at Christ
Lutheran Church in Lincoln, NE. We are looking forward to celebrating with all of our friends and family as we prepare to be
sent out by the people of God to serve in Botswana. If you are in
the area, we would love to see you there!

Who knew packing could be so much fun?

As we approach our departure for Botswana with excitement, we are also thankful for the prayers and support
of all of you who are a part of our ministry team. We could not have gotten to this point without you.
Thank you for the prayers you say for us, the financial support you offer and the advocacy you do for our work
in your local churches and communities. We are so excited for what God will do for the Kingdom through Bible translation in Botswana and can't wait to share the mighty works of His hands with you!
Continued on pg. 7
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From Our Seminary Student
Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
The peace of the Lord be with you!! I pray this
update finds you well. This update comes from
Dahlia’s perspective. I believe it to be quite insightful, as the Lord is preparing us for what’s
next.
Where do I begin? This last semester has already been a challenging one for Brian. The
school workload, interviews, meetings, cross
cultural hours, food bank, Youth, He’s extremely busy. He doesn’t complain though. Not to
me. He just keeps going and going, eyes fixed
on Jesus! I have seen him grow in so many
ways. I thought he was pretty great before
Seminary, the man I get to live life with has
definitely grown in his faith and love for God’s
people. To God be all the glory!!
Interviews~We have our final interview this
coming Friday. This will make 5 different congregations, from 5 different states. Please don’t
ask the locations to those congregations. We
will not be sharing any info until Call day. I
will say this, we stopped caring about location
and started to realize that the most important
thing to us is that the churches needs line up
with Brian’s gifts. Where can Brian serve God
the best? Where does God want Brian to serve
Him? In other words, we stopped making it
about us. Lol.
God’s Provisions~we have been here for 19
months and we still cry about how God ALWAYS provides. Fresh fruit and veggies at the
food bank, my favorite shampoo, a card in the
mail with a GC enclosed, a Thank You from the
elders at our RFE church, the list goes on and
on. He makes sure that when something falls
through, promises are broken or unexpected
expenses are added that someone is there for
us. We are humbled and moved to tears. He is
so incredibly faithful and ALWAYS provides.
We don’t like to have to count on the generosity
of others but we will never forget it. We hope to
never take everyday things, that we wouldn’t

be able to have if it weren’t for the generosity
of others, for granted. Can’t wait to pay it
forward and help others!
Prayer Request~We are at peace with everything taking place in the near future...except
for one 14-month-old detail. The baby! We
love that little guy. Every conversation Brian
and I have about leaving him ends with one
of us crying. Our request is that you pray for
us to have peace when we leave that precious
little man. Please also pray that his sweet
parents find a good place to care for him.
One more thing, please pray that he transitions well.
Thank you!
As always, we thank you so much for your
support, love and prayers. We are blessed to
have you in our lives.
Blessings,
Brian & Dahlia Shane

Thorsons’ Farewell Luncheon
On Sunday, March 25th we said “farewell” to the
Thorsons—even though we knew we would be
privileged to see them again on Easter and hear
the Easter message from Pastor Thorson one
more time. We want to thank everyone who contributed to this event: Joe Green who smoked the
brisket and pork, Fellowship Board for potato
salad, members of the church who brought sides
and desserts, everyone who helped set up, serve
and clean up, members who donated money
toward the meal and the gifts, those who did the
shopping, and all who attended and made it a
very special day for Pastor, Amber, Aliyah and
Anja.
We have all been blessed to have Pastor and his
family here at Tree of Life for over three and a
half years! We wish them God’s richest blessings
in their new home and in their ministry!
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Linda Schleuning
Desiree’ Matzek
Jeremy Maddox
Ariel Maddox

4-1
4-2
4-7
4-8

Glenn Watson
Gloria Melton
Tammy Dixon
Amber Thorson
Colleen Limerick
Kathy Woolery
Breyden Purcell
Ed Tag

LWML Meeting
April 11th at TOL
10:00 a.m.
LWML Texas Star Zone
Spring/Rally
April 14th
in Canton, TX
at Holy Cross Lutheran Church

4-8
4-9
4-20
4-21
4-23
4-25
4-27
4-29

Allen & Jeannine Gray
Jess & Delores Calhoun
Dale & LaWanda Hunter
Wayne & Cleone Altom
Lee & Jess Wilson
Jack & Evelyn Allison

4-2
4-3
4-9
4-12
4-26
4-28

Offerings and Attendance for March
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

3/4/18

30

82

$5,266

$665

$527

3/11/18

23

71

$2,517

$305

$252

3/18/18

30

80

$3,708

$640

$371

3/25/18

33

100

$2,898

$1,220

$290

$14,389*

$2,830

$1,440

Total for March

*Planned for in March—$19,775

Offerings and Attendance for February
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS:
JUNE 25 - 29
LIGHT SUPPER AT 5:30 PM
VBS ACTIVITIES 6—8 PM

2/4/18

28

94

$8,209

$2,292

$821

2/11/18

37

79

$3,568

$0

$357

2/18/18

30

75

$3,510

$3,927

$351

2/25/18

26

75

$3,162

$420

$316

$18,449

$6,639

$1,845

Total for February

*Planned for in February—$19,775
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Grulke Ministry Update, continued
Having plane tickets in hand and starting to think about how to keep 5 kids entertained on a 16 hour flight
makes our departure sink in a little deeper. But we are so excited to be getting ready to leave! And as we prepare, we have been so blessed by your prayers and financial support. Right now, our regular monthly support is at 93% of our goal! Thank you to all of you who have supported us during this time of preparation for
the field!
This might seem like the finish line for us when it comes to the financial part of our ministry, but it is really the
starting line. Once we are in the field, we will need your continued generous support to help us plan for the
future of our work in Botswana, not just to start these projects, but to see them finished and published.
As we prepare for our departure, will you consider joining our team and supporting our ministry with
a regular, monthly gift? We still want to close the gap between our current level of funding and our budget
need.
To donate, click on the button below to give securely online or mail your check made out to Lutheran Bible
Translators with 'Grulke ministry' written in the memo line to Lutheran Bible Translators, P.O. Box 789,
Concordia, MO 64020.
If you are not in a position to partner with us financially at this time, we deeply value your encouragement,
and we hope you will pray with us, as we wait on the Lord with both contentment and joy.
Keep us in mind in your prayers this month.






Saying goodbyes to family and friends here in the U.S.
Packing and preparing for the flight - 16 hours on a plane with 5 kids!
Getting ready for culture shock and a whole new world of experiences once we are in Maun.
Thankfulness that God has provided for us and our ministry financially and that He will continue to do so

