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Shine For Others
Matthew 5: 16 says this: “In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven.” Note the focus in this verse. It is not do
well so that you will be spoken well of among others. It is not do well
so that you can pat yourself on the back when others thank you. It is
not shine your light, that is doing the things that you’re supposed to,
only for yourself. Instead, the light never shines for itself but shines
for others. Others are then able to thank the source of the light. In
the case of the Christian, your light is the fulfillment of the commandments in your life. Scripture tells us that love is the fulfillment of the
commandments (Romans 13: 10) and so your light is your love for the
Lord and love for those around you. When you go around doing what
it is that you are supposed to, not for self-promotion or selfish gain,
you are completing what the Lord would have you, and would have
had his people from all time, do and that is being a light on a hill for
all people to see the glory of God. When you act in love toward
another, you shine God’s light in their lives and are then counted
among the sheep at the last day, even when you don’t realize it
(Matthew 25: 31-46). Then and there it will not be us touting, “Look
what I did?” Instead, there we will be gathered
around asking “What is Jesus talking about, I
don’t remember any of this.” So, let your light
shine in love for others, helping them stop destructive sinful behavior and helping them know
the love God has for them. That is what it means
to be a city on a hill. It means to love others, that
through your love they might see God’s love for
You can reach Pastor
them. Let you lights shine so that others can see
Thorson at 214-918-0334
or treespastor@gmail.com the Way.
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Pastor Thorson Accepts a Call

From Our Seminary Student

Pastor Thorson announced on Sunday, February 4th that he has accepted a call to serve
two congregations in South Dakota, Saint
John’s Lutheran Church in Howard, SD and
Our Savior Lutheran Church in Madison, SD.
The Thorsons will remain here at Tree of Life
through Easter which will be Pastor’s last
Sunday with us. Please keep Pastor, Amber,
Aliyah and Anja in your prayers as they prepare for this new journey as well as TOL as
we begin the process of seeking our next
called pastor.

Tree of Life Lutheran Church,

Before they leave however, we would like to
thank Pastor for all he has done for Tree of
Life and wish the Thorsons well in their new
home. We will have a dinner in their
honor on Sunday, March 25th after
worship. More information will be coming
soon.

111 cans of soup were given to
White Rock Center of Hope.
Thank you for your generosity!

Shop with SCRIP
On March 4th & 18th please visit the display
table in the Fellowship Hall from 10 – 10:30
to make purchases and place orders.
Thank you to all who support the Scrip
program at Tree of Life. If you haven't tried
it, Scrip is a great way to buy gift cards for
your personal purchases or to give as gifts.
When you make a Scrip purchase through
TOL, TOL receives a percentage back and we
use that to fund our mission trips!
For more information, or to see a list of
retailers and amounts available, please visit:
https://www.shopwithscrip.com.

In the beginning of January I had a short
two-week intensive course on pastoral
leadership. I was surprised that this class
ended up being one of my favorites that
I’ve taken so far. I felt like I gained a lot of
perspective by seeing how the two congregations that we visited have done ministry
in their own context and with their own
resources.
After the intensive we had a week off, so I
had the chance to go and visit my friends
from undergrad who live in Chicago. I had
a great time exploring Chicago last week
going to places like Millennium Park, the
Art Institute, Chinatown, and iO (an
Improv theatre based in Chicago).
As I’m writing this, we start the new semester tomorrow and I know it’s going to
be both very busy and very exciting. I have
some really good classes like Synoptic
Gospels, Pauline Epistles, Teaching the
Faith, Reading and Preaching the Word,
and Church and World. I’ll be sure to let
y’all know how my classes go.
Finally, vicarage assignments keep getting
closer and closer. As of now, Call Day is
three months away. I had my vicarage
placement interview already, so now all I
have left to do is focus on my classes for
the semester and wait and see what happens at the end of April.
Again and as always, thank you for continuing to be one of my adopt a student
sponsors. My sponsors make such a big
difference to me and I’m very appreciative
of your support.
God’s Peace,
Kendall Davis
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Helping Hands Needed

The Youth are now selling “He Is Risen!” Crosses.
They are selling for them for $10 each. All
monies go to Youth trips.
Please see Stacey
Karlin or a youth to get yours!

If you have not designated your Thrivent Choice
Dollars, March 31st is the deadline to do so for
2017. If you need assistance doing this, Lisa
Theriot will be available with her computer on
Sunday, March 18th to help you. For more information go to: https://www.thrivent.com/making-adifference/living-generously/thrivent-choice/

To All the Saints at Tree of Life
Greetings in Christ from Concordia Theological
Seminary.
Thank you for your continuing support of the
Seminary and its seminarians. Student debt is
the barrier to increasing enrollments. In September 2017 through donor support we increased tuition aid significantly. Hopefully, we will be able
to do so again in September 2018.
Thanks for your help.
Blessings to you all
Rev. Mark DeLassus

The Calhouns are having a “Thank you! Come
See Our House!” Party on March 17th for the
many workers, family and friends who helped
them. This is sponsored by Tree of Life, with
Thrivent Funds, and organized by Lisa Theriot
and Amanda Maddox. If you are willing to
prepare desserts, help transport the food/
tables/chairs to their home, help serve food at
the event, or help with clean up, please contact
Lisa or Amanda.

Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your generous donation of $803.00
to Concordia Seminary. Your gift, early in this
New Year, is a special blessing and encouragement to our seminarians, faculty and staff—and it
means so much for the mission of preparing the
church’s future pastors, missionaries, deaconesses
and leaders. THANK YOU!
As we look ahead to the New Year, I know you
rejoice with me that God’s grace and sustaining
love are certainties we can carry with us all year
through. You are preparing shepherds who will
share that very truth for decades to come. They
will, in the name of Christ, love and serve caring
believers like you even as they reach out to the
lost with the message of the Gospel.
Your prayers and gifts to Concordia Seminary are
making an eternal difference. This ministry
simply would not be possible without the faithful
prayer and financial support of caring Christians
like you. May you experience much joy in 2018 and
always for the blessings your partnership makes
possible.

Stay connected to Your Seminary
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN

Most cordially yours,

See where your future pastors are formed:
www.ctsfw.edu/VideoTour

Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President
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From the Schullers—Missionaries to Puerto Rico
News from the Schullers serving the Lord in
Puerto Rico, Puerto Rican Mission Press
January 31, 2018
Dear Friends around the country and around
the world,
What a joy to have another year in which to
live and serve God! How special is each second
of time, like a gift given to each of us. How will
you use yours this year? Please pray for us!

This means we are able to hand out food and
tell the Good News of Jesus. Our first event
was the Epiphany with the arrival of the
Three Kings, or “Los Tres Magos,” a large
event here in Puerto Rico. You can see from
the pictures that we did have three kings,
gifts, and music. (Our electricity and water
did not fully make it to that event, so we
sweated our sins!) Ha! No A/C!

God has answered so many prayers! We are
now in a beautiful building on the corner of Sol
and Leon. 39 Sol is the actual address.
(Interesting, must be a divine thing; Sol means
SUN in English and Leon, LION. (Lion of
Judah!)
This great happening is the result of a tragedy called Hurricane Maria, which crossed
right through the heart of Puerto Rico, tearing
its heart out. Lives were lost. Homes were
destroyed. Communities were forced to live
without light or water for some time. At the
present time, some communities still do not
have electricity or water. But now hear the
blessing. Romans 8:28, “And we know that for
those who love God all things work together for
good, for those who are called according to his
purpose.”
Lutheran Disaster Relief has taken up the
cross to bring the Good News of Jesus to this
country battered by three recent hurricanes:
Irma, Harvey, and the worst, Maria, which
harmed the Island severely. The Rev. Ross
Johnson visited Puerto Rico several times to
access needs, manpower, and resources needed
to give the necessary relief. The Rev. Charles
St. Onge directs from Quebec, Canada, under
the guidance of the Rev. Ted Krey, our leader
for the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in
Latin America and the Caribbean.
So where does that leave us? Jumping for
joy that the Lord would use this group to be
able to share a building with Lutheran Disaster Relief and reach out to people in need.

In Christ,
Richard & Gema SchullerLCMS-Church Planters Ponce, PR
We Thank God: For our newly rented worship facility here in Ponce. It took us a long
time to find the right place!
To all who are supporting through Lutheran
World Relief, which helps to supply people
with their physical needs.
Prayer:
For the people we are reaching out to, that
they would continue to be open in mind and
heart and be thirsty for the hope we have
and good news we want to share.
For the mission workers: Pray for health
and protection here in Puerto Rico and
around the world.
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Stan Lewis
Richard Wendt
Noreene Hurst

3-2
3-3
3-7

David Jander
Mike Angelbeck
Patty Gibbs
Linda Angelbeck
Charles Melton
Bill Dickson
Lee Wilson
Wanda Samples

March 7
Lenten Supper at 6:00 pm, Worship at 7:00 pm
Hosted by Maple & Hickory Groves

3-8
3-12
3-17
3-21
3-25
3-27
3-28
3-30

David & Ginny Hoppe
James & Kathy Troxell
Bill & Elaine Dickson
Gerald & Tammy Dixon
Nicholas & Jennifer Limerick

3-14
3-21
3-22
3-25
3-25

Offerings and Attendance for January
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

March 14

Mission
Tithe

Lenten Supper at 6:00 pm, Worship at 7:00 pm

1/7/18

29

89

$6,579

$0

$658

Hosted by Aspen & Palm Groves

1/14/18

32

79

$4,126

$0

$413

1/21/18

39

84

$2,934

$0

$293

1/28/18

28

91

$3,110

$50

$311

$16,749*

$50

$1,675

March 21
Lenten Supper at 6:00 pm, Worship at 7:00 pm
Hosted by Live Oak Grove
Easter Celebration Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 24, 10:00 am - noon

Total for January

*Planned for in January—$19,775

Maundy Thursday Worship
March 29, 7:00 pm

Offerings and Attendance for February

Good Friday Worship
March 30, 7:00 pm

DATE

SS

10:30

Easter - April 1

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

Sunrise Worship

2/4/18

28

94

$8,209

$2,292

$821

8:00 am

2/11/18

37

79

$3,568

$0

$357

Breakfast

2/18/18

30

75

$3,510

$3,927

$351

$

$

$

9:15 - 10:15 am
Celebration Worship
10:30 am

2/25/18
Total for February

*Planned for in February—$19,775
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Glorybound 2018
Glorybound, the Texas District LCMS
youth gathering, is July 12-15, 2018 in
DFW. Youth participants must be 14 by
the time of the of Glorybound OR entering his/her ninth grade year of high
school. All youth planning to attend need
to get their deposit turned in soon. Regular Registration (January 1, 2018 –
March 31, 2018) ($75 deposit due at registration.) Late Registration (April 1 –
June 30, 2018) ($95 deposit due at registration) For financial assistance please
speak to Pastor.
CHAPERONES NEEDED
FOR GLORYBOUND

Since Pastor Thorson will not be here in
July, we are in need of adults to chaperone the Youth at Glorybound. Please
speak to Pastor to volunteer or for more
information.

Saturday, March 24th
10:00 am - Noon
FREE Community Event
Games, prizes, crafts, snacks,
Easter Egg Hunt and
a visit from the Easter Bunny.
For pre-school to 5th grade.
Invite your family & friends!

There will be a workshop to prepare
for this event on Sunday, March 18
after worship. Any & all help will be
appreciated!

