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“Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things;
and give me life in your ways.” Psalm 119:37
I have been more distracted this past week. I think it is a combination of things. The dismal rainy weather (although much needed, I still
prefer the sunny days to the cloudy ones). The vitriolic commercials for
our current election season have also been wearing on me as well. My
beloved Chicago Cubs made an early exit from the playoffs this year and
my two other favorite football teams can’t seem to win the last couple
weeks as well. We also continue to have different folks in our church
family that are dealing with a myriad of health issues.
What has distracted you as of late?
One of my favorite Christian authors is a man named Brennan
Manning. In his book “Abba’s Child” he talks about the distractions that
can cause us to lose sight of the daily and eternal truth that we are the
redeemed children of God.
“The paltriness of our lives is largely due to our fascination with the trinkets and trophies of the unreal world that is passing away. Sex, drugs,
booze, the pursuit of money, pleasure, and power, even a little religion,
suppress the awareness of present risenness.” -Brennan Manning
We sure can get fascinated at times with things that ultimately
won’t last. In the midst of the fascinating distractions of life, Jesus is
standing with us and saying to us, “Hey, I’ve got a lot more to show you in
this life but you’ve got to focus your eyes on me and not on the temporary
stuff that doesn’t last in the end anyways. In 1 John 2:17 it reads, “And
the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the
will of God abides forever.”
It is a good practice for us to hit the pause
button on life and to catch ourselves when we may
be getting distracted from the will of God. Daily time
in God’s word aids us in this. Constant communication in prayer with Jesus also keeps us rooted in
Him and not growing roots in the things of this
world. Fellowship with other beloved brothers and
sisters in the faith also keep us grounded and ever
You can reach Pastor
mindful of what really matters and not getting caught
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
in sinful behavior that can try to shipwreck our
faith.
May we be daily “ looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2)
and be reminded that the pleasures of this world
will fade away but the grace of God is ours
forever because of what Christ did for you and I
on the cross. We are His resurrection people.
May Jesus be our focus today and each day until
He calls us home to be with Him for eternity.

On Sunday, November 4th we will officially
welcome all of our new members with a cake
and punch reception after worship. Please
join us in welcoming:
Sam Guthrie
David Hickman
David, Sheri, Daniel & Jesse Morgan

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Mark

Edith Smith

Women’s Retreat
Nov 30 – Dec 2
at Mt. Lebanon Camp
in Cedar Hill, Texas
Sunday, November 11th
after worship
There will be a potluck lunch
following the meeting.

$155 per person—includes food,
lodging and retreat materials
(rebate for fundraising given after
the retreat)
Please join us this year for “Chasing the Star”.
The last day to register is November 4th.
Forms are available in the office. Please see
Linda Hill for more information.

Kroger Community Rewards
Need some help preparing for Thanksgiving?
Buy your holiday cakes, pies and other
yummy desserts at the bake sale on Sunday,
November 18th. This bake sale is a fundraiser for the Women’s Retreat.
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Correction from last month’s “Breeze”: Tree of
Life had 12 households who shopped at Kroger
between 27-May-2018 and 26-Aug-2018. We
received $28.41 from Kroger. If you are a Kroger
shopper, please link your reward card to TOL.
Our number is AW104. New enrollments are
accepted at any time.
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Fall Festival Report

Disaster Relief

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Fall
Festival. Many hands make light work and this is
very true with the Fall Festival.

I am the Disaster Coordinator for Heart for
Texas! We are a volunteer organization created
by Trinity Klein Lutheran Church and Salem
Lutheran Church that helps to repair homes
that were damaged by Hurricane Harvey. We
are currently in need of volunteers to help us
continue rebuilding. Of the homes that were
damaged from the hurricane, 40% are still not
repaired and we currently have over 140 homes
that we are trying to help repair.

We had over 120 in attendance at the Fall Festival.
It was well attended, considering the rain during
the week and it was the last sunny weekend for the
State Fair. We were able to share the love, joy and
peace of Jesus Christ with all who attended.
At registration the following question is asked:
"How did you hear about us?"
Here are the number of families for each answer
(free form field and not every family filled this
question out):
Member Invite: 7
Banner out front: 5
Facebook: 3
Daycare: 2
Flyer: 2
Online: 1
Nextdoor: 1
The Board of Education takes flyers to the local
day cares and some apartments in the area each
year. This year Kara and Pastor took flyers to
parents waiting to pick up their kids at Toler.
Thank you again to all who helped in this ministry!

Gift cards make great Christmas gifts!
Do your shopping early at TOL! Order
SCRIP gift cards November 11th & 25th
and help support our missions &
ministries while getting your Christmas
shopping done! SCRIP has many popular
restaurants and retailers to choose from.
For more information, or to see a list of
retailers and amounts available, please
visit: www.shopwithscrip.com.
Order forms available by the mailboxes.

I would like to share with you about a family I
recently got to know through Heart for Texas.
Crystal and her husband are still living in a
FEMA trailer one year after Harvey. Crystal
has 3 splints in her liver and is in and out of the
hospital. The last time I spoke with her, she
had been in the hospital for a week because of
her kidneys. Her husband has a brain tumor
and has been in ICU. Their house is in dire
need. They need help installing more drywall,
cleaning out their yard, plumbing, installing
toilets. My heart goes out to this family and I
want more than anything to help them come
home. Crystal is just one example of the many
families that we are trying to assist.
I am reaching out to ask if you would consider
volunteering with us. We are able to house our
volunteers at Salem Lutheran Church and have
opportunities to assist with meals as well.
Blessings,
Julie Akiri
Coordinator
832-510-7481
Heart For Texas
www.HeartForTexas.com
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Delores Calhoun
Denise Wendt
David Hoppe
Geoffrey Lewis

11-5
11-5
11-15
11-15

Shari Oppegard
11-16
Elaine Dickson
11-20
Art Silbernagel
11-22
Dorothy Hohenberger 11-24 Joe & Mary Mobley
Kathy Rios
11-24 Cecil & Dorothy Moore
Kourtnee Purcell
11-26
Ryan Williamson
11-26
Chris Maddox
11-27
Amanda Maddox
11-29

11-6
11-12

Veterans Day is November 11th

Offerings and Attendance for September
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

We are in need of a Vacation Bible
School Coordinator for 2019. If you
would like more information about
this opportunity, please speak to
Amanda Maddox.

Mission
Tithe

9/2/18

12

78

$4,924

$40

$492

9/9/18

27

91

$4,766

$300

$477

9/16/18

19

85

$2,550

$910

$255

9/23/18

19

73

$2,716

$300

$272

9/30/18

21

70

$2,625

$850

$263

$2,400

$1,759

Total for September $17,581*

*Planned for in September—$19,775

Offerings and Attendance for October
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

Quilters’ Corner is cancelled for
November and December due to
holiday conflicts. They will resume
their usual schedule in January.

10/7/18

19

85

$8,041

$20

$804

10/14/18

15

55

$3,360

$315

$336

10/21/18

20

70

$2,536

$350

$254

10/28/18
Total for October

*

*Planned for in October—$19,775
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A Kidney for Ashley
WANT TO BE A PART OF A TREE OF
LIFE MINISTRY BUT DON'T HAVE
A LOT OF TIME?
Help in the nursery.
You could watch the little ones about
1 hour each month. You would be
helping parents or grandparents
make it to church or Sunday School.
If you can help, please contact
Betty Nixon or Kara Jander.

You might have noticed that the wall of colorful
envelopes is down now and we are back to the
photo board*. You can still donate to Ashley’s
Kidney Transplant if you are moved to do so. Just
clearly mark your envelope or check that it is for
Ashley.
*If your photo is missing or is outdated we will be
catching you soon to take your photo and update
our board!

How Can I Support TOL?
Consider Joining a Board
Winter Clothing Drive
for

Good Samaritans of Garland
&
Floyd Elementary in Mesquite
(Kathy Troxell’s school)

Please bring new or
gently used hats, gloves,
scarves and coats
to help the less fortunate
in Garland & Mesquite.

Although 2019 may seem like a long way off we
are looking for volunteers to serve on Boards
next year. While many of you already serve
(and for that we are blessed and thankful), we
still can use more members on our boards. If
you don’t already serve or you would like to
help on another board please contact one of
the current Board chairs. We would like to have
a list of board members to present at our Fall
Voters meeting on November 11th. Please
prayerfully consider using your talents to
support the ministries at TOL.
Current Board Chairs:
Trustees:
Fellowship:
Youth:
Education:
Stewardship:
Outreach:

Jeff Matzek
Daphne Stanley
Stacey Karlin
Mary Mobley
Kara Jander
Shannon Murphy

Young at Heart
Young at Heart will meet on Tuesday, November
13th. Location to be determined. We’ll post details
as soon as plans are finalized. Please speak to
Patty Gibbs for more information.

Wednesday, November 21st
7:00 PM
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

