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Perfect Peace
“You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are
fixed on you!” Isaiah 26:3 (NLT)
What are you thinking about? No really, right now what are you
thinking about?
If you’re like me, your mind probably races from one thing to the next
throughout your day. What am I going to have for dinner tonight? Did I pay
my electric bill this month? Who are the Cowboys playing this weekend? Is
my dog going to be okay when I am away from him for an extra hour or two
this evening?
These are the kind of random thoughts that go through my mind.
But sometimes my thoughts may be even more deep than just the daily tasks
or things that fill up my week. Sometimes our thoughts may go towards
questions more like these…
Does anybody really love me? If people really knew who I am, I’m
afraid they wouldn’t like me or want to be around me anymore.
Am I living life the way Jesus wants me to? Is God mad at me
because of something that I’ve done in my past?
Why do I have to face this trial, Lord? What am I supposed to learn
from a messed up situation like this?
Our minds can get “stuck” on all sorts of crazy things from time to
time. That’s why God speaks so much to us in His word about the power of
our minds and the ways in which He can “calm the storm” that rages within
it. In Isaiah 26:3 he promises us that He “will keep in perfect peace all who
trust in Him, all whose thoughts are fixed on Him”. Our peace does not
come from placing our mind on the things that we
can’t control. God gives us His perfect, all encompassing, never-failing “Shalom” when we trust in Him and
fix our thoughts on Him.
The next time you catch yourself stressing
about something, when your mind races around with
all those things that you and I can’t figure out or can’t
control….what if instead of obsessing and letting our
mind run wild...what if we instead uttered these
You can reach Pastor
simple words in a prayer to Jesus,
Couser at 214-908-0242
or mark.couser@gmail.com
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A Word from the Pastor, continued
“Jesus, I trust you. I am putting my mind on you
now. Please fill me with your perfect peace. Amen”
God’s word is not merely instructive. It does
things in our lives! May you and I cling to the
precious promise that God will fill us with His
perfect peace as we keep our minds stayed on Him.
Thank you God for your holy word which brings life
and peace to all who seek you!
“And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7
Christ’s peace,
Pastor Mark

Women’s Events
Open the Eyes of Your Heart
A Multicultural Women’s Event
Saturday, October 13, 2018
10 am to 2 pm, lunch included
Registration & Coffee begin at 9:45
No RSVP required.
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church—Irving
2505 W. Northgate Dr. Irving, TX 75062
Sponsored by Texas District LWML
All women of the LCMS are invited to join in sisterly
love to praise the God of all nations and in thanksgiving for our ethnic diversity and common love for
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Questions contact: Mary Afsharirad 214-226-0225
or mja8591@gmail.com

A Kidney for Ashley
Women’s Retreat

Thank you to EVERYONE who organized, volunteered, donated, shopped, baked, invited others,
and prayed for Ashley & this event! Special
thanks to Lisa Theriot for organizing the Silent
Auction and to Daphne & Stephen Stanley for
organizing the concessions. Together we raised
over $8,000 at “A Kidney for Ashley” and donated
14 units of blood! If you missed out, please note
that we are still taking donations for Ashley. It’s
not too late to help!
Continued on page 5

Nov 30 – Dec 2
at Mt. Lebanon Camp
in Cedar Hill, Texas
$155 per person—includes food, lodging and retreat materials (rebate for
fundraising given after the retreat)
Please join us this year for “Chasing the Star”.
Registration is now open. The last day to register
is November 4th, and the last date to cancel with
a full refund is October 14th. Forms are available
in the office. Please see Linda Hill for more
information.

TOL Choir

Portals of Prayer is a daily devotion booklet published by Concordia Publishing House. Many at
TOL enjoy this publication and use it regularly.
We are evaluating whether our current order is
sufficient or if we need to order a greater or a
fewer number of copies. Please fill out the survey
in your church mailbox to help us make an
informed decision. Thanks!
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The Tree of Life Choir has resumed rehearsals. If
you’ve been considering joining the choir, this is a
great time to add your voice! The choir rehearses
after the worship service most Sundays. For more
information, please speak to Andrew Kortze.

Young at Heart
Young at Heart will not be meeting in October
due to many members being out of town. Be sure
to check the November “Breeze” for next month’s
meeting details.
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Texas District Church Extension Fund
To all of our wonderful friends at Tree of Life,
Ken and I want to thank each of you for your prayers, meals,
cards, visits and calls after my surgery. You warm our hearts
with your care and kindness. You really make us know what
it is to be part of the family of Christ.
Love you all,
Betty & Ken Nixon

Kroger Community Rewards
Tree of Life had 0 households who shopped at
Kroger between 27-May-2018 and 26-Aug2018. This means we received $0 from Kroger this
quarter. If you are a Kroger shopper, please link
your reward card to TOL. Our number is AW104.
New enrollments are accepted at any time.

We are in need of a Vacation Bible School Coordinator for 2019. If you would like more information about this opportunity, please speak to
Amanda Maddox.

How Can I Support TOL?
Consider Joining a Board
Although summer is just ending and 2019 seems a
long way off we are looking for volunteers to serve
on Boards next year. While many of you already
serve (and for that we are blessed and thankful) but
if you don’t or you would like to help on another
board please contact one of the current Board
chairs. We would like to have a list of board
members to present at our Fall Voters meeting in
November. Please prayerfully consider using your
talents to support the ministries at TOL.
Trustees:
Fellowship:
Youth:
Education:
Stewardship:
Outreach:

Jeff Matzek
Daphne Stanley
Stacey Karlin
Mary Mobley
Kara Jander
Shannon Murphy

The mission of the Texas District CEF is to extend
God’s Kingdom by boldly and responsibly assisting
congregations to acquire land and buildings and
by linking investors with congregations.
For such a time as this…
Texas District Church Extension Fund offers a
variety of investment opportunities to serve personal savings goals and the goals of congregations:
Individuals
 Flex Savings
 Fixed Rate Notes
 Floating Rate Notes
 Individual Retirement Accounts
Congregations
 Construction Loans
 Permanent Loans
 Refinancing Loans
 Building Fund Savings
 Congregation Savings
Electronic funds transfer and Online Access are
available for both individuals and congregations.
“And who knows whether you have not come to the
kingdom for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14b
See your Congregation Representative (Bob
Green) or contact CEF at:
7900 E. Hwy 290
Austin, TX 78724-2499
1-888-951-1233
invest@texascef.org
Texascef.org
Facebook.com/texascef
Information about CEF and their current rates are
regularly posted in the Information Center.

Order SCRIP gift cards at TOL October 7th and
21st & help support our missions & ministries!
For more information, or to see a list of retailers
and amounts available, please visit:
www.shopwithscrip.com.
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Jimmy Hohenberger 10-1
Jack Allison
10-7
Joe Mobley
10-7

Janiece Brown
Garry Samples
Joy Green
Linda Lyall
Jesse Morgan
Jon Hunter

10-10
10-11
10-18
10-19
10-23
10-25

Nathan & Desiree’ Matzek 10-3
Joe & Joy Green
10-13

Offerings and Attendance for September
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

9/2/18

12

78

$4,924

$40

$492

9/9/18

27

91

$4,766

$300

$477

9/16/18

19

85

$2,550

$910

$255

9/23/18

19

73

$2,716

$300

$272

9/30/18
Total for September

*

*Planned for in September—$19,775

Offerings and Attendance for August
DATE

SS

10:30

General Growing Mission
Offering To the
Tithe
Future

There are sign-up sheets for donations and
volunteering in the fellowship hall. Be sure
to invite your family and friends to join us!
For more information see Amanda Maddox.
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8/5/18

18

74

$4,752

$320

$475

8/12/18

20

81

$17,364

$800

$1,736

8/19/18

10

65

$2,695

$600

$270

8/26/18

26

80

$4,810

$0

$481

$29,621*

$1,720

$2,962

Total for August

*Planned for in August—$19,775
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A Kidney for Ashley, continued
I would like the THANK everyone that helped and
supported "A Kidney for Ashley" fundraiser. Thank You
for donating items and creating the lovely items for the
auction and raffle. Thank you for all the continued
prayers and support through this last 10 years and
many more to come. You are a loving and caring church
family.
A big THANK YOU to Kara Jander, Lisa Theriot, Linda
Hill, Shannon Murphy, Mary Mobley, Wanda Samples,
Daphne & Stephen Stanley and everyone that put their
hearts into the fundraiser.
Thank you,
Stacey, Ashley & Austin Karlin
Dear TOL Family,
I regret I never shared my gratitude with you in 2010 when
you provided so much support to my family and I am not
going to make that mistake again. Tree of Life has been a
refuge to me personally for almost thirty years now. Even
as I have had to move around over the years you have
remained my church, my friends in Christ.
The love and compassion you shared today is overwhelming,
and I want to share with you my perspective. On April 3rd
2010 Ashley had a seizure and had to be rushed first to
Dallas Regional in Mesquite and after being stabilized was
transported to Children’s Medical Center. She had been
sickly for a few weeks and none of us understood the
symptoms. After a lot more work to get her stabilized and
rounds of testing we were told she was in kidney failure.
The seizure was from excess fluids in her system causing
pressure on the brain. She was semi-unconscious for several
days with us not having any idea whether there would be
any brain damage as a result. As for semi-unconscious that
means she was very combative. In addition to the around
the clock nurse it meant someone had to stand next to her
bed and be ready to grab her arms if she started to wake up.
We could not take the chance of her ripping out any of the
tubes. I will tell you this, even with Stacey and I taking
turns at the bedside keeping guard, two people can only
stand there and do that for so many hours a day. Praise God
for TOL, several members would appear every day and give
us a break. Give us a chance to go eat or run home for a
quick shower. Not to mention we had Austin that we could
not neglect and TOL took care of that as well. There are
several of you that are as close to Austin and Ashley as any
Aunt or Uncle could ever be and that is a blessing. Everyone involved kept talking to Ashley in the hopes that she
could hear us. I kept telling her, when you’re ready to wake
up we will put the TV on the Disney Channel and never
change it. In the middle of one night she started to wake up.
Stacey and I had both stepped away from the bed and she
pulled out an IV. We got to the bed and stopped her pulling
out more. While the nurse was getting ready to insert a new
IV, I thought I saw Ashley making eye contact with me. I
said “Ashley, can you see me?” and she nodded yes. Joy
rushed over me but after what we had been through I just

wasn’t sure. “Ashley, mom is holding your right hand, can you
see her?” and Ashley rolled her head to the right, then back to
me and nodded yes. At this point my body felt almost numb. I
had been watching FOX News and I said “Ashley, is the TV on
the Disney Channel?” She rolled her head toward the TV and
then back to me. No nods of the head just this look like “Daddy,
have you gone nuts?” I knew then I didn’t really have to worry
any more about brain damage, just the kidney failure. I then put
the TV on the Disney Channel and it stayed there until she was
discharged. Now that Ashley was stabilized to this point the
doctors told us that once she could be moved out of the ICU, the
social workers would come talk to us about the organ donation
program. There were some setbacks but after overcoming those
setbacks the social worker came in and discussed the donor
program. I went downstairs and said a prayer, “Lord, I know we
have to go through this but please don’t make us go through it
now.” A few days later the doctor came in and said “I can’t
explain it completely but she is healing to a point that you two
need to start doing training for in-home dialysis because she
should be ready for release in about 10 days. As her kidneys
flush (the trash of the damage, basically small blood clots) we
will know more. After a few months on home dialysis her kidneys
were back to a point that she could survive without dialysis. At
Thanksgiving weekend of 2010 she was not only off dialysis but
we had done the surgery to remove the catheter that was used
for the home dialysis. We still had diet restrictions, mostly
sodium intake to maintain blood pressure but what a blessing.
Since then I always remembered my prayer. “… Please Lord, just
not right now”. For seven years there was seldom a day that I
didn’t think about the fact we were living on borrowed time for
Ashley’s kidneys. I relished in the fact that we didn’t have to deal
with it. That she could live a normal life. I wouldn’t share it with
anyone because I didn’t want the conversation to work its way
back around to Ashley and disrupt what she was getting to live.
Then the day came …
So here we are, looking at Ashley getting a transplant. Let me
explain the blessing I think God gave us. If you look at how long
a transplant lasts, 8-20 years, depending on how well you adhere
to the diet, life style and medication regime, Ashley was 10 at
the time. To do a transplant then, odds are that we would be
looking at a second transplant today. God gave us 8 years without a transplant and I am crying right now in gratitude. It is not
only a product of my pleas to God but also your prayers. To face a
transplant Ashley is so much more prepared emotionally and
spiritually than she would have ever been in 2010.
Thank you Tree of Life, you have truly given us life and spiritual
comfort. It is amazing not only what you did today but what you
did in 2010. Your prayers produce results and Ashley is proof of
that. Even when you might not see it, your prayers get answered.
Much Love and Gratitude
Robby
P.S. I will tell you this, every parent has a thermometer for when
a child feels sick. Just importantly, you should have a blood
pressure cuff. Had we thought to check her blood pressure things
could have been different but who thinks to check the blood pressure of a child?

Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

To All the Saints at Tree of Life,

8/20/18

Greetings in Christ from Concordia Theological
Seminary at Fort Wayne.
Thank you for your support of the Seminary and its
Seminarians. Your $1250 just received is very timely,
as we have promised 100% tuition aid starting in September which is only 2 weeks away. I preached for
chapel this past Friday. My two assistants made
special thanks for 100% tuition aid. One is from
Michigan and the other from Houston, Texas. They
reiterated how much their debt upon graduation
would now be much smaller.
The Seminary has no money of its own, we administer
the gifts of thousands of individuals and many
hundreds of congregations for the benefit of producing
/training Pastors for the Lord’s church. Thankfully,
everyone working together has put 100% tuition aid
in place. Of course room, board, books and insurance
are still with the student.
Blessings, to you all,
Rev. Mark DeLassus
Vice President of Advancement

Tree of Life Lutheran Church,

8/28/18

May you and the members of your congregation have joy
in knowing that your recent gift will make a difference
for the sake of God’s kingdom!
Your encouragement and support of Concordia Seminary students is greatly appreciated!
We are so blessed by your generous support of the AAS
(Adopt a Student) program. Thank you for your most
recent gift and all you do for us!
Thank You!
In Christ,
Melodie Bostic
Senior Coordinator of Alumni and Congregation Relations

