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New Every (day) Year!
Every New Year you hear all of these advertisements about the “New
You,” or about how to kick the Old Year in the teeth and get going in the
New Year. This time the Christian message almost agrees with the
world’s idea about the New Year. Almost. The idea behind the New Year
advertisements is to leave the old you and all the bad stuff behind. In
other words, the new year is a time of renewal. Well, Lamentations 3:2223 remind us of the renewal from the Lord. There we learn that everyday is a renewal. We don’t have to wait for the New Year to act differently, to leave our sins and problems behind, or to get fit. Because God’s
mercies and steadfast love are new every morning, we get to do a new
thing, start over, try again with a clean slate all the time. Consider the
gym scene on January first. Most of the gyms are packed and have made
their quota for the year right around then. Some people stick with their
resolutions for a few weeks or maybe even months but then the vast
majority of them fall off the wagon very quickly and the new them starts
to look a lot like the old them until next January. But, imagine if you
had everyday to start over. Well because of your faith in Christ, you do.
Everyday is a new day to begin again and try harder, to leave the old
sinful self in the dust. Yes, we fail and fall into sin again and again, but
EVERY SINGLE DAY is a new day and new time, because God’s mercies
in Christ are new once again. That means you get to get up everyday and
work in the Lord’s grace not for it. In Isaiah 43 and Revelation 21, God
promises through Jesus Christ that a new thing is
being done and made in you. So, you don’t like your
old self, good because God is making you new every
day, just as his mercies and love are renewed for you
every day. Don’t wait for January to start your
“new you” projects. Start them every day in Jesus
trusting that he is the one building the new. It may
not result in the weight loss that you want, but I
guarantee that after all the New Years have come
You can reach Pastor
Thorson at 214-918-0334 and gone, your new self will be glorious. God bless
or treespastor@gmail.com
you in 2018.
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North Texas Free Conference
You and your congregation are invited to attend
the North Texas Free Conference hosted by Faith
Lutheran Church in Plano. It will be Friday and
Saturday, January 26-27, 2018. The theme is:
“Faith, Culture and Religious Freedom.”

These and many other questions will be answered
at the North Texas Free Conference. Please come!
We pray that God would keep us faithful to His
Word and that He would help us to be a light in a
dark world all to the glory of God!

God is the author of marriage. He is pleased when
a man and a woman pledge their love and faithfulness to each other. God is also the author of
life. Every life has value because every life is
created and redeemed by God.

We are privileged to have Rev. Jonathan Lange
Pastor of Our Savior Lutheran Church in Evanston and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Kemmerer,
Wyoming.

Unfortunately, marriage, life and family are
under attack. We are in a spiritual battle and the
devil is our enemy. But remember that Christ won
victory over our enemies and He provides for us
life and salvation.

The topics of the sessions will be:


“Marriage, Life and Family: A Trinity” by Rev.
Jonathan Lange



“Marriage and Family: the Consequences of
Obergefell v. Hodges” by Rev. Jonathan Lange

Should we get involved in politics or not? What
does it mean that we are in the world but that we
are not of the world? Should the government tell
the churches what to preach? Do we have the
right to exercise our Christian freedom or not?
When must we obey God rather than man? What
should we do when we are forced to compromise
our Christian freedom?



“Court Cases Related to Religious Liberty” by
Rev. Jonathan Lange



“Is the Culture our Friend or Foe? How to Remain Faithful in the Midst of Opposition” by
Rev. James Woelmer

Superbowl Subs

Housewarming for the Calhouns

The youth are preparing for the Texas Youth
Gathering in July and the National Youth
Gathering in 2019. If you can, help us prepare
with some of our fundraisers in 2018! We'll
start the year off with a new-to-Tree fundraiser, Superbowl Subs! Order now and pick up
your made-for-you sub on Sunday, February 4
after service. Each sub contains a 3 oz sub
roll, 4 oz+ of meat, cheese, and your choice of
fixin's. Please fill out the form and return with
your money to Stacey Karlin by January 31 so
we can make your sandwich just the way
you'd like it!

Jess and Delores Calhoun are almost
moved in. They would like to wait to have
the party after the holidays and maybe
when the weather is better. We’ll keep everyone posted

More information and the registration form is
posted on the Information Center or you can go to:
http://www.faithplano.org/

Thanks! ~The Board of Youth
See order form on page 6. More forms are
available at church.
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From Our Seminary Student
Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
Merry Christmas!! It is an exciting time of the year as
we anticipate celebrating the birthday of our risen
Lord and Savior. While we have so much to do to “get
ready” for Christmas, let us be reminded of the story
of Mary and Martha in Luke 10, specifically verses 3842. We need to make sure that we slow down as Mary
did and take the time to sit at the feet of our Savior at
the manger and not allow ourselves to be pulled in so
many directions that we are all stressed out as was
Martha.
This is especially relevant to me as the fall semester
here at the Seminary is winding down. I still have two
papers to write and two tests to take, but I also need
to be mindful and spend time with my Savior, each
and every day, in His word and in prayer.

Our little girls, which are a dachshund/Chihuahua mix,
are not big fans of the colder weather here. It doesn’t
take them very long to realize that they want to go back
inside and get back under their blanket.
Thank you so very much for being so supportive of my
family and I. We appreciate it so much more than words
could possibly express. We pray that you and your family
will have a blessed Christmas and New Year.
“We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when we pray for you.” Colossians 1:3
Blessings,
Brian & Dahlia Shane

The semester has gone quite well for me this school
year and I look forward to a busy rest of the school
year. I will be taking two mini classes in January, and
then finish the school year with five classes in the
spring.
My health has been very good so far, this school year
and I am looking forward to getting off of my blood
thinner medication in February. I have discovered
how much cooler it makes me feel and that is great in
August, not so much in December. Thank you for your
prayers concerning my health and everything else.
They are very much appreciated.

Dear Friends in Christ,

I preached my second sermon on Thanksgiving Eve at
my Field work church. It went quite well as I was told,
and even had some questions in regards to where to
find Luther’s Evening Prayer as I referenced it in the
sermon.

Your faithful and generous support is helping to
assure that present and future generations are
blessed with faithful, relevant and relational pastors.

My wife is doing very well and does an amazing job in
looking after the little guy who has been entrusted to
her during the day. He just turned one-year old on
Wednesday the 6th. It is amazing to see the changes
and growth in a child from seven weeks to being a
year-old. He is learning and discovering new things all
the time. He loves to look at books, play with his toys,
and dance to music. He will be walking soon and then
all bets are off as we will be racing to catch up to him
as he discovers he will be able to run.
We are looking forward to the end of the month as our
boys will be coming from Texas to celebrate Christmas
with us. We miss them and eagerly look forward to
spending any time with them that we can.
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In this month that includes the celebration of the
Thanksgiving holiday, you have given Concordia
Seminary students and the entire Seminary family
cause for thanksgiving! Thank you for your gift of
$451.00.

Please know that the entire Seminary family is
deeply grateful for your partnership: “I thank my
God in all my remembrance of you” (Phil.
1:3—ESV).
Thank you again for your prayers and gifts. I
pray that at Thanksgiving and always you experience a special measure of joy at the way the Lord
is blessing your partnership with Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis.
In thankfulness for you,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President
Breeze Thru the Leaves

Jeanette Green
Jeff Matzek
Allen Becker
Kimberly Denton
Tori Hurt-Klein
Benjamin Lewis
Carolyn Priebe

1-1
1-1
1-5
1-7
1-10
1-11
1-11

Dale Hunter
1-12
Sara Lewis
1-14
Devin Becker
1-23
Linda Hill
1-23
Caren Pankonien 1-23
Shirley Matzek
1-25
Jon Hunter
1-26
Ken Warren
1-26
Lauren Woolery
1-26
Carly Dixon
1-28
Keith Melton
1-29

Glenn & Doreen Watson

1-19

Shop with SCRIP

Offerings and Attendance for November

On January 7th and 21st please visit the
display table in the Fellowship Hall
from 10 – 10:30 to make purchases and
place orders.

DATE

11/5/17

34

97

$6,555

$0

$656

Thank you to all who support the Scrip
program at Tree of Life. If you haven't
tried it, Scrip is a great way to buy gift
cards for your personal purchases or to
give as gifts. When you make a Scrip
purchase through TOL, TOL receives a
percentage back and we use that to fund
our mission trips!

11/12/17

27

82

$3,350

$500

$335

11/19/17

28

92

$5,120

$300

$512

11/26/17

26

71

$2,505

$300

$251

$1,100

$1,754

For more information, or to see a list of
retailers and amounts available, please
visit: https://www.shopwithscrip.com.

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Total for November $17,530*

Mission
Tithe

*Planned for in November—$19,325

Offerings and Attendance for December
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
To the
Offering
Future

Mission
Tithe

12/3/17

17

58

$4,373

$300

$437

12/10/17

25

89

$3,325

$0

$333

12/17/17

32

86

$4,512

$0

$451

12/24/17

$

$

$

12/31/17

$

$

$

Total for December

*

*Planned for in December—$19,325
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New Year’s Eve Game Night
“Sounds of Christmas”
A special music-filled
worship service
Sunday, January 7th
At 10:30 AM

Sunday, Dec 31st at 7:00 pm. We will be
serving nachos but all are invited to bring a
snack to share if they wish. All ages welcome!
Please bring games to share and enjoy the
fellowship with your Tree of Life family!

SOCK IT TO ‘EM!
Dear Tree of Life Family,
Thank you so very much for the generous
Christmas bonus you gave to each of us! We are
overwhelmed by your kindness! It is a pleasure
to work with you in service to our Lord. May God
bless each of you richly in the coming year!
Pastor Thorson
Kara Jander
Allie Banda
Andrew Kortze

Thank you to everyone who donated socks!
Together we were able to give 276 pairs of
socks to Good Samaritans of Garland!

Thank you to all who baked, canned,
donated or purchased at the Cookie Walk!
The Senior Youth raised $499 for their
Glorybound trip in July 2018!

Mission Trip to Hong Kong
The “Flower Chart” has been posted to
sign up to donate Altar Flowers. The
cost is $25 and will cover both altar
arrangements for the Sunday you sign up
for. After the service you may take your
arrangements home. Please note “altar
flowers” on your check or offering
envelope.
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A second mission trip to Hong Kong
is in the works. Please speak to
Amber Thorson if you are interested
in going or to get more information
about the trip. If you have friends at
other churches who are interested in
this opportunity please ask them to
speak to Pastor or Amber Thorson.
Breeze Thru the Leaves

Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

