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Rise Up
Think about the stars in the sky. How many are there? Too many?
Okay, how many are there in just our galaxy? Google it to see the
answer. You won’t get a unified answer. The answers I saw ranged from
100 billion to 400 billion and I didn’t search for very long, so I am sure
that there is a larger pool of answers. Now take a second to read Isaiah
40: 25-31. Consider verse 26 where the Lord addresses the host by their
names (it’s talking about the stars there). All of those stars that we can’t
even count, God calls out by name. Can you imagine? “Bob, Evan, Kyle,
Jimmy, Sarah, Tammy, Christa . . .” over 100 billion times just for our
galaxy and that doesn’t even begin to get at the other billions of galaxies
there are. But, Isaiah doesn’t just leave God at the cosmic level. Instead,
he uses the cosmic to demonstrate the intimate nature of our God. If God
can keep track of the stars in the heavens, how could you even think that
he couldn’t keep track of you and your life or the problems therein. The
unstated promise here in verse 27 and following is that there will never
be anything that you encounter that the Lord will overlook. No disease,
no death, no joy triumph. All of it the Lord knows, numbers and holds in
the palm of his hand. Knowing this we fast forward to verse 31. The
same God who calls on the stars as if they were friends is watching and
waiting and sustaining and caring for his creation and you as well. In
the midst of whatever it is that you face right now, he is there. Though
we may not see him, those who trust that he is there, those who believe
God is going to do what he says, those that “wait” on the Lord, they shall
rise up on wings like eagles. It doesn’t matter if a hurricane, a tornado or
an earthquake has just shaken them and theirs. The Lord will raise
them up on eagle’s wings both to get past the problem, and also to face it
with faith and strength for the sake of others. It doesn’t matter what you
face, you have the Lord of Hosts, God of angel
armies, creator and sustainer of stars at your back
and in front of you promising to bring you through
it. With the God who can name the stars at our side
protecting and sustaining us what can little things
like disasters do to us? With the God of life who
rose from the grave, what can even death do to us?
The answer? Nothing. So next time you wonder
how you’re going to get through such pain or live
You can reach Pastor
after knowing such joy, consider the stars, consider
Thorson at 214-918-0334
or treespastor@gmail.com they’re maker, consider YOUR God.

Inside this issue:

Women’s Retreat

2

From our Seminary
Student

2

Housewarming

3

Feed the Hungry

3

Offerings &
Attendance

4

September Birthdays
and Anniversaries

4

Thanks

5

September Calendar

7

Special Points of
Interest:


Bake Sale, pg. 2



Joe Willy’s, pg. 2



Simply Giving, pg. 3



Young at Heart, pg. 3



LWML, pg. 3



Help Wanted, pg. 4



SCRIP, pg. 4



Dinner & Game Night, pg. 5



Disaster Relief, pg. 6

From our Seminary Student
To the Saints at Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
It’s been a wonderful summer and I’m just about
ready to head back to St. Louis for my second year
of classes. As you may know, I spent most of this
summer working as a camp counselor at Camp
Lutherhoma in Oklahoma. I had the most amazing
experience at Lutherhoma. It was amazing to be
able to serve at this camp. I got to work with all
different kinds of kids from 7 year olds all the way
up to 18 year olds. At camp we would sing songs,
study the Bible, learn about Jesus, play games, and
have as much fun as possible. It was often tiring,
but always rewarding.
I remember in particular one camper who was in
my cabin who when he was picked up was asked
what his favorite thing at camp was. I found about
this later, but he said that he couldn’t stop thinking
about something we had learned in Bible study. We
had been talking about how one day Jesus is going
to come again in glory and he will resurrect all of us
in our bodies. He had never heard that before and
couldn’t stop thinking about it. It was awesome to
know that what we had been doing and talking
about was actually making an impact. Camp was
filled with moments like this and I’m so thankful
that I was able to serve there this summer.
I’ll be driving up to St. Louis and starting classes
soon and am very excited to start the next semester.
It’ll be my last year before I go on vicarage, so needless to say it’s all becoming very real very fast. This
time next year I’ll probably be somewhere in the
country I’ve never been before starting to serve as a
vicar.
Any way, thank you for your support last year and
your continued support. Adopt a student sponsors
seriously make such a huge difference in our financial aid. I’m legitimately overwhelmed by how generous the support that I’ve received has been.
God’s Peace,
Kendall Davis
This letter and a small photo are posted in the Information Center.

Women’s Retreat
Welcoming the Prince of Peace
Women’s Advent Retreat
We are planning a WOMEN’S RETREAT at Mt.
Lebanon Retreat Center Dec. 1st – 3rd. All ladies
16 and up are invited to attend. Invite your
friends and family. Total cost is $155. This
includes 2 nights accommodations (motel style),
5 meals, and all activities. There is a deposit of
$20 per person due at signup – refundable
through October 29 if you have to cancel.
Carpooling to Mt. Lebanon in Cedar Hill is
encouraged. For more information or to sign up
please speak to Linda Hill or Mary Mobley.
Several fundraisers are planned in an effort to
help defray some of the costs of the retreat:

Sunday, September 10th
Ladies attending the retreat will be baking and
selling treats at church. All members are
encouraged to participate in the baking and/or
buying of these delicious treats!

Sunday, September 24th, 5-9 PM
Come enjoy a great burger at Joe Willy’s and let
the women attending the Retreat serve you. All
tips and a percentage of the sales will go to the
Women’s Retreat. Joe Willy’s is located at
2006 S. Goliad in Rockwall
(in the Hobby Lobby Shopping Center).
Join us for food and fellowship!
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Housewarming for the Calhouns
Jess and Delores Calhoun lost their home to
a fire in November 2016. Praise the Lord,
they are getting close to having their home
re-built. Tree of Life members would like to
help them celebrate with a potluck at their
new home. This party will help thank all of
the workers, family and friends that helped
build their home. A date will be set after
they have moved into their new home. In
the mean time, if you are willing to prepare
food for a pot luck or help transport the
food/tables/chairs to their home, please
contact Lisa Theriot or Amanda Maddox.

We are holding a food drive
from now until September 24th.
The food will be given to
Good Samaritans of Garland.

These items are especially needed:
Canned meat
Canned fruit
Canned beans (not green beans)
Pasta and pasta sauce

Simply Giving
As you contemplate future contributions to
TOL, please consider electronic giving.
Authorization forms and additional information are available from Stacey Karlin,
TOL Financial Secretary, or from the
church office.

Directory Update
Has your phone, email or address changed in the
past year or so? Please let the office know. An
updated directory is in the works and we need
your correct information. You can put your corrections in the secretary’s box outside the office,
call 972-226-6086, or email
tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org. Thanks!

Dear Tree of Life friends,
Many, many thanks for your continued support and
much-needed food donation! We are in the summer
slump & our shelves empty quickly. We give thanks
for you—helping us help others as God commanded.
Pam Swendig
Executive Director, Good Samaritans of Garland

Young at Heart
Young at Heart meets on the second
Tuesday of every month. We are an
organization for TOL members and
friends 55 years and older. Fellowship and
service are our goals. Please join us
September 12 at 11:30 AM at church for a
potluck lunch and fellowship.
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Thank you to the ladies who have shown interest in the LWML at Tree of Life. Our regular
meetings are the fourth Wednesday of each
month at 10:00 AM at Tree of Life. All ladies are
invited. For more information about LWML
please speak to Noreene Hurst.
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Logan Nixon
Holly Boettcher
Cheryl Rodrigues
Megan DeLawder
Barbara Roblin

9-2
9-4
9-6
9-7
9-9

James Troxell
Ron Creamer
Gerald Dixon
Norm Wick
Tim Gargani
Ken Nixon
Shirley Laster
Ted Keitch
Mary Mobley

9-12
9-13
9-13
9-13
9-16
9-17
9-19
9-22
9-29

Garry & Wanda Samples
Tim & Jeanne Gargani
David & Jodie Cody
Keith & Sandra Melton
Lyle & Debora Livingston

9-10
9-12
9-15
9-21
9-23

Lisa & John Theriot
Ken & Judy Warren

9-29
9-29

Offerings and Attendance for July
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

The Tree of Life Library has received
several donations that need to be put
on the shelves. The Board of Education needs some help organizing the
library. We really don't know how it is
currently organized and could really
use some help. If you would like to
help, please contact Amanda Maddox
or Mary Mobley

Shop with SCRIP
SCRIP order dates will be Sept. 3rd
and 17th. Please come by the table in
the fellowship hall from 10:00—10:30
to place orders or purchase gift cards
that we have on hand. We also now
have gift card wrappers for 25¢ or 5
for $1. Thank you for your support of
this awesome program!

Mission
Tithe

7/2/17

32

82

$7,208

$400

$721

7/9/17

33

82

$2,562

$700

$256

7/16/17

21

73

$3,672

$100

$367

7/23/17

21

74

$17,312

$700

$1731

7/30/17

29

88

$3,716

$700

$372

$34,470*

$2,600

$3,447

Total for July

*Planned for in July—$19,325

Offerings and Attendance for August
Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

$5,920

$400

$592

81

$4,620

$100

$462

31

101

$4,200

$700

$420

33

78

$3,504

$450

$350

$18,244*

$1,650

$1,824

DATE

SS

10:30 General
Offering

8/6/17

23

81

8/13/17

31

8/20/17
8/27/17

Total for August

*Planned for in August—$19,325
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From the Grulkes

From LCMS Mission Advancement

Dear Friends at Tree of Life,

My dear fellow redeemed:

Thank you so much for letting our family visit
your church and share about our ministry with
Lutheran Bible Translators. We loved getting to
know you and the kids LOVED Sunday School.
Thank you for your prayers and support! We loved
our year training in Dallas and are looking forward
to our move to Botswana.
God’s Peace,

I have been blessed to know people who experience profound, life-changing JOY when they tell
others about Jesus through their sacrificial
giving. I pray you are one of them. There is
something intensely personal and full of meaning
in a gift like the one you have joyfully given.
Thank you.

Carl, Kelsey, Maryjane, Audrey, Judah, Gideon &
Isaac Grulke

St. Paul said it best: “I thank God in all my
remembrance of you, always in every prayer
of mine for you all making my prayer with
joy, because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now. And I am
sure of this, that he who began a good work
in you will bring it to completion at the day
of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:3-6, ESV)
Please let me know if there is anything we can do
to serve you better.

Dear Friends in Christ,
It was a great blessing to receive your gift of $664.00.
With so many students beginning their preparations
during these summer months, your gift is perfectly
timed to encourage them as they prepare to serve as
the church’s pastors, missionaries, deaconesses and
leaders. Thank you!

In service to our Lord, Jesus Christ,
Mark D. Hofman, Executive Director Mission
Advancement
Enclosed: Receipt for $500 to Schuller Missionaries to
Puerto Rico.

During these summer months, we here on campus
are busily preparing for the start of a new academic
year. We also continue to make our many resources
for church workers and lay members available. For
more information, please visit www.csl,edu.
Your support this time of year is a special blessing
because donations to the Seminary are often less
during the summer. Your gifts are used carefully to
prepare the shepherds who will preach, teach and
live God’s Word as they share the Gospel with the
flock and reach out in love to the lost. The Seminary’s
mission and ministry simply would not be possible
without your prayers and generous support. Thank
you again.
Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President
We also received another letter of thanks recently for
our donation of $1,034. It is posted in the Information
Center.
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Join us on Friday, September 24th at 6:30 pm
for Dinner and Game Night. Dinner will be salad,
pizza and dessert. Bring your cards, dominoes,
and board games and have fun and fellowship
with your Tree of Life family! ALL ages are
welcome.
Please note the slightly later start time from
previous months. We are hoping to allow more
“working folks” to join us! RSVP is not required,
but if you plan to come please let Kara know at
tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org or 972-226-6086 so we
can have plenty of food ready.
Breeze Thru the Leaves

Disaster Relief
Hurricane Harvey is unprecedented as a weather event. This storm system is not predicted to move out of the area (Texas) until next Wednesday or Thursday. We are praying that this
is not the case but if it is, there will be historic rain totals with the attendant flooding in many
communities.
The number of LCMS congregations that are under this weather warning number from
127 to 171 depending on which forecast and weather model one chooses. In the most optimistic
scenario, there is a lot of work to be done. People from around the state and even the nation are
wondering how they can help. As the Disaster Relief Coordinator for the Texas District, I am
asking three things at this time:
1) Please continue to pray for those being affected by this weather. Pray for their safety
and for peace. Some people with whom I have spoken have family who did not evacuate. They
have not heard from them and are worried. Also, include this in your prayers at worship. Include the first responders as well and they will be entering dangerous environments. We thank
God that there have been no reports, as yet, of the loss of life.
2) Pray for effective strategies for all relief agencies including the Texas District Disaster
Relief and LCMS Disaster Relief. Texas District and LCMS Disaster Relief are partnering to
work with congregations and communities that are being impacted by Hurricane Harvey. We
have to wait for the “all clear” from First Responders and Government agencies before assessments for need can be made.
3) Even though damage assessments are pending, it is certain that dollars will be needed
to assist church workers, church members, and communities in the lengthy recovery process
that is ahead. Please consider donating as an individual and/or as a congregation to the Texas
District Disaster Relief Fund. 100% of your gift will be used to assist those affected by the
storm in the recovery process. Go to http://txlcms.org/congregations/disaster-relief/
It has been 12 years since a storm of this magnitude (Cat 3+) crossed the Texas Coast.
The District rose to the challenge magnificently then. Now we are challenged to meet needs
once again, as we have in past, reflecting Christ in all that we say and do. God Bless you!
Rev. Steven Misch
Disaster Relief Coordinator
Texas District, LCMS
*We will be taking an offering at church. Make checks payable to Tree of Life & label
“Disaster Relief”.
We have just received word that Thrivent will match up to $500,000 in personal donations
made online through Thrivent.com to specific disaster relief organizations responding to
Hurricane Harvey. The dollar-for-dollar match is open to Thrivent members and will lead to a
total combined impact of up to $1 million. For more details and to see the list of organizations
included in the match, visit the Disaster Response page on Thrivent.com:
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/disaster-response/#TexasFlood
The LCMS Disaster Relief is included in the list. Texas District Disaster Relief is not. All funds
will be directed to Hurricane Harvey Relief.
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

