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Free Slaves
In July, we will celebrate our freedom as a nation. This freedom which
we celebrate was hard won and paid for by the blood, sweat and tears of
many men and women. And, that freedom they fought for won us many
things. The freedom of speech, the right to bear arms and the freedom to
worship who and how we wish. At times those freedoms get pushed to
the extremes, but they are still rights that we enjoy. However, we are
not afforded the freedom to take the law into our own hands, nor are we
given the freedom to slander others out of spite or fraudulently swindle
people. We have many freedoms, but there are still laws, rules and
unwritten understandings by which we are bound for the sake of good
order in our country and lives. Now take a moment to read Romans 6:1523. Pay special attention to verse 18. You have been set free from sin,
but that doesn’t mean you’re free. Paul reminds us that while our
slavery to sin is no more, we are not free. We are not free to do whatever
we wish. This is Paul’s focus: that just because Christ died and atoned
for our sins, that does not mean that we should go out actively seeking to
sin. Rather, because our sins have been atoned for through the Christ’s
sacrifice, we should instead bind ourselves to the righteousness that
Jesus lived, taught and commanded us to do. We are not free as
Christians. Don’t get me wrong, we have Christian freedom to practice
things like yoga and marital arts. We have Christian freedom to eat the
food we choose to eat and drink the beverages of our choice (within
moderation of course). We even have Christian freedom to choose how we
worship the God who saved us by his Son. Just think of our worship
service compared to other churches you’ve been to, it’s a lot different.
But having those freedoms don’t mean we’re free to do whatever. Rather
we carry out those freedoms within the boundaries
and bonds of our righteousness, given to us by
Christ.
We are given great freedom to practice
many different things many different ways, but
even these freedoms should be practiced in such a
way that Christ shines through our lives into the
lives of those around us who may still be enslaved to
sin, and when others find our practices offensive we
lay aside our freedom for their sake. Though we are
You can reach Pastor
Thorson at 214-918-0334 free, yet we are still slaves to righteousness for the
or treespastor@gmail.com sake of the world that Christ might work in us to
bring freedom to others.
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Please help give our regular Sunday School
teachers a much deserved break and sign up
to teach a lesson or two this summer. You can
even team teach with a friend!
You can sign up and pick up lesson plans and
materials in the Fellowship Hall. For more details
please speak to Mary Mobley (972-768-0673).

Are you interested in helping with TOL’s
Feed the Firemen program? To volunteer or
for more information about this program
please contact the Stanleys.
Daphne - 214-284-4154
or Stephen 214-870-6266.

Want to help but don’t
know how?
Enroll in
Simply Giving.
See Stacey Karlin for
more information.

We’re Walking with the Word. Pick up a
devotional each week at church (or have it
emailed to you) and then go walking with a
buddy and talk about it.
Want to track your progress? A chart is
posted by the office.

Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis
Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your generous gift of $718.00!
Your support of your Seminary’s mission of preparing the church’s future pastors, missionaries
and deaconesses is a great blessing. On behalf
of the entire Seminary community, thank you!
The last weeks of the academic year are
especially energizing. They include Call Day and
Commencement. Those you have helped to
prepare for the Holy Ministry will soon embrace
their first calls. Still others will begin their
vicarage assignments.

DINNER & GAME NIGHT
Join us on Friday, July 28th
at 6 PM for dinner,
fellowship, and games.
Bring your cards, dominoes,
and board games.
Fun for all ages!
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Spring also brings special spiritual growth and
learning opportunities to campus. To keep up
with the latest from your Seminary and access
helpful resources, please regularly visit
www.csl.edu.
Your prayers and gifts are mightily blessed by
our Lord. This ministry would simply not be
possible without caring Christians like you.
Thank you again.
Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D
President
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Betty Woods
Joe Banda
Nancy Dees
John Altom
Annabelle Maddox
Mike Morgan
Jessica Hagan
Ashley Karlin

7-1
7-7
7-9
7-10
7-10
7-10
7-11
7-13

Clint Thorson
7-13
Jodie Cody
7-14
Jeanne Gargani 7-14
Jeannine Gray
7-14
Gail Creamer
7-16
Laura Cantu
7-17
Ginny Hoppe
7-20
Evelyn Allison
7-21
Benjamin Hunter 7-21
Kaye Green
7-26
Olivia Lewis
7-28
Lynn Hinkel
7-30
Nicholas Limerick 7-30

Ken & Betty Nixon
Richard & Denise Wendt
Norm & Mary Wick

7-5
7-11
7-15

Offerings and Attendance for May
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Thank you to the ladies who have shown
interest in the LWML at Tree of Life. The
first official meeting will be August 23rd
at 10:00 AM. For more information
about LWML please speak to Noreene
Hurst.

Mission
Tithe

5/7/17

36

93

$5,350

$400

$535

5/14/17

23

86

$1,930

$400

$193

5/21/17

20

68

$2,021

$700

$202

5/28/17

25

70

$3,521

$700

$352

*$12,822

$2,200

$1,282

Total for May

*Planned for in May—$19,325

Shop with SCRIP
Scrip order dates will be July 9th and
23rd. We will also have some gift cards
on site if you would rather receive
your cards right away. Thank you for
your support of this awesome
program!
Do you love our Scrip program?
Would you like to help one Sunday a
month? Please talk to Amber Thorson
if interested!

Offerings and Attendance for June
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
To the
Offering
Future

Mission
Tithe

6/4//17

21

95

$6,360

$1,075

$636

6/11//17

33

91

$3,479

$700

$348

6/18//17

26

83

$6,895

$400

$690

6/25/17
Total for June

*

*Planned for in June—$19,325

Page 3

We were both surprised and delighted by the
"prayer tree" and the card signed by so many TOL
friends. Thank you sincerely.
As you know, I spent a lot more time in Texas than
did Karen. She tried - very seriously - but just
couldn't adapt to living (1) where there are no
mountains and (2) where it's hot. So, we're home
again in Pocatello, ID.
My 18 months as part of Tree of Life were part of a
very positive spiritual experience. I was invited to
TOL by Art Silbernagel, even before we had an
apartment at the Christian Care Center at I-30 and
Northwest Ave. Clearly, Art was my closest friend
during our 18 months there. The fellowship at
TOL impressed me from the beginning. Good
Bible classes and worship services, and a variety
of excellent mid-week classes, Bible studies, etc.
I was intrigued - and delighted - to learn that
Pastor Thorson grew up on a dry-land wheat farm
in eastern Colorado, exactly as I did in nearby
western Nebraska. We shared farm memories of
long hours on a tractor, unplugging a "slugged"
combine, and doing those jobs while having to
breathe dusty air and fight off flying (and biting)
insects. Miserable at the time, but great memories
now!
Most of you didn't get to know my wife Karen very
well, because she didn't spend nearly as much
time in the Garland/Mesquite area as I did. But a
few of you did . . . and she considers your friendship and shared fellowship as a gift from God.
God's blessings for all of you!
Phil & Karen
This letter and Phil & Karen’s contact information are
posted in the information center.
David and I can’t thank you enough for all your
prayers, cards, calls and support during my
back surgery and continued recovery. It is very
comforting to know that you are always there
for us.
Wishing you God’s blessings,
Ginny and David Hoppe
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Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
Thank you very much for your generous gift you
sent to our seminary in May 2017. Your gift is
greatly appreciated.
God’s blessings,
Abdi Tadesse
Seminary Student

The Texas Tech Lutheran Student
Center, right across the street from the Texas
Tech campus, would like to invite all incoming
freshmen (and any other students) to come to
our SOS (Supper On Sunday). Local pastors
lead a Bible Study from 5:30-6:00. Area
churches provide home cooked meals on
Sunday evening from 6:00-7:00. After 7,
there will be time for fun and fellowship.
The Lutheran Student Center is a place
where students can come and have a quiet,
relaxing place to just hang out, study, or play
games. There is always a stocked refrigerator
(waters and sodas). There is also a kitchen if
students would want to come and cook. The
Student Center is equipped with WIFI throughout the building. There is a ping-pong table,
foosball table, pool table, big screen TV with
cable and board games. Please check out our
webpage at www.lsftech.org. Our address is
2615 19th Street, Lubbock, TX 79410. The
e-mail address is lsclubbock@gmail.com. The
phone number is 806-763-3644. If someone
will be here for orientation this summer and
would like a tour of our facilities, please text
Kay Arrellano at 806-543-7215 and she will set
up a time to meet. If you know of anyone
coming to Tech (they don't have to be
Lutheran), please urge them to contact
us or just stop by and visit with us.
Everyone is welcome!!

I can testify that the Texas Tech LSC has been
a great blessing to my daughter! Kara Jander
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

