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500 Years
It is hard to imagine that this month we celebrate the 500 anniversary of the
Reformation. The Reformation was many things coming together and
advancing, but we celebrate because one brave monk decided to free the
Gospel from the captivity of the church . . . or did he? No, I don’t think the
gospel is still in captivity (at least not in general). What I do think is that
the story is a little more complex than we would like it to be. Martin Luther,
our namesake, definitely freed the gospel up to be preached to the people,
but he himself had to be freed first. 1 Peter 3: 19 tells us that Jesus
preached to the spirits in captivity. When we think about it, that really
talks about more than just his descent into hell. In fact, Jesus spent the last
three years of his life (at least) preaching and teaching to people, souls who
were captive to sin and death. He preached and he taught and by the Son of
God’s death and resurrection he freed many from the bonds of these captors
and even the Devil himself. Luther was no different, except the word came
to him through scriptures instead of Jesus’ mouth. As Luther began to
wrestle with the word of God, eventually he was set free from his own
worries over sin and God’s view of it when he encountered Jesus as the
righteousness of God in Romans 3: 21. There he learned once and for all
that the righteousness that God demands is from Jesus Christ not in
penance or indulgences or any other work of the law, only in Jesus. This
“discovery,” which truth be told, was much more involved than this simple
retelling, spurred Luther to become one of the great evangelists of his time,
if not of all time. He began to spread the news of Jesus Christ, that had
been held captive to the churches law oriented teachings, following in Jesus
own footsteps in freeing God’s instruction from the Jewish leadership. That
freedom from and in Christ is the core of the Reformation. Freedom from
sin. Freedom from death. Freedom from captivity to manmade laws over
and above God’s Law. Freedom from eternal damnation. Christ set Luther
free to set others free, just as He had set the disciples free to set the world
free. Jesus chose Luther, just as he chose Peter before him and Israel before
him. Jesus has chosen you too through the power of his free Word and the
free gift of forgiveness and salvation. That is what we
celebrate this and every Reformation, and every day.
We celebrate the freedom that Luther shared, by
sharing it with others. We do that so we can celebrate
with others in our shared salvation here and now. We
do that so we can celebrate with others in eternity.
That is the Reformation in a nutshell. Even after his
ascension, Jesus was and is setting people free from
captivity through His Word and the proclamation of
You can reach Pastor
Thorson at 214-918-0334 His Word. You are free to share God’s free gift of life
or treespastor@gmail.com in Jesus. Go do it!
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From the Grulkes
Carl and Kelsey recently returned from a two-week
visit to Maun, Botswana in preparation for moving our
whole family in the spring. We had a wonderful visit
and are more excited than ever to make the transition
and begin our Bible translation work! Here are some
highlights of that trip:
Carl spent two days working with the translation team
for the Shekgalagari New Testament project (from
left): Mical Hilbert, Pontsho Mosweu and Tshwaraganang Kgomotso. They worked through the team
checking of 1 Corinthians. This team is incredibly talented and is doing wonderful work for the Bakgalagari
people.
These are some of the animals that call our part of
Botswana home. Lions, giraffes and zebras--the national animal of Botswana--we had a chance to see all
of them and more while on a game drive in the Moremi
Game Reserve, located just north of where we will be
living in Maun.
We had the opportunity to meet with the Shekgalagari
Advisory Committee (AC) while we were visiting the
village of Kang. Their passion for the Word of God is
inspiring; we wanted to stay and get right to work!
Maun is a fascinating combination of modern and traditional, local and international, all while being very
much Botswana. These are some traditionally built
round houses, with a more modern concrete block
house in the same compound.
Botswana's currency is called pula, which means rain
in Setswana. A valuable thing in a country that is
mostly desert. We hope to bring the living water of the
Word of God to the minority language desert that exists in Botswana as well.

Moving to a Deeper Trust
Now that we are in a season of full-time partnership
development, I have been reflecting on our call to
serve as missionaries with Lutheran Bible Translators. I trust that God is calling us to this mission, but
it takes another level of trust altogether to believe it
enough to ask other people to support it. When we
visit churches and individuals, we are boldly asking
people for their prayers--not just today but regularly
and their hard-earned money--again, not just once, but
regularly.

all. A single person would not need a vehicle that seats
seven or school tuition, for example. A couple with no (or
grown) children would have more flexibility and fewer
demands on their time. What is God thinking, sending a
family of seven overseas?
So it comes down to this question: do I trust that God is
calling us-all seven of us-to this mission of Bible translation? Do I trust that the cost-in finances, time, and sacrifice of comfort- is worth it? Do I trust God enough not
only to go, but to ask others to support our work? When
I dig deep, when I pray and sit in stillness hoping to hear
God, I conclude that yes, I do believe God is calling our
family to this mission and yes, God is calling others to
support it. Our large family will provide open doors to
forming friendships and community in a unique way.
Our limited flexibility will cause us to rely on God all the
more. Trusting God’s call takes a huge weight off my
shoulders.
If God is calling us, God will provide the support we
need. If I ask you to support me, and you’re not feeling
called to give, it’s ok. No pressure. God will provide. No
one needs to give us financial support out if guilt. God
will provide cheerful hearts in the right supporters.
Here’s what I ask: pray about supporting us financially,
especially on a regular basis. If supporting us is not
where you’re feeling led, no problem! Blessings to you
wherever God calls! If you are feeling called to support
us, give us a call or send us an email or let us invite you
over for dessert. I trust that God will provide. Pray that
our trust would not waiver as we continue in this season
of partnership development!
Keep us in mind in your prayers this month.
 For God to raise up partners who will support us
with regular prayer and financial contributions.
 For opportunities to share our ministry with churches and individuals this fall.
 For Judah, as we work with a pediatric ophthalmologist to treat his strabismus and the possibility of needing
surgery.
 For our travel, that God would keep us safe on the
road.
 For our family as we figure out how to balance homeschooling, traveling, working and family life.
 For Gideon and Isaac, who celebrate their 2nd birthday at the end of this month!

Our budget is large. Living overseas with a family of
seven is not inexpensive. Sometimes I wonder if God
should have called a single person or a couple with no
children to serve this mission. It would cost less, after
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Housewarming for the Calhouns
Jess and Delores Calhoun lost their home to
a fire in November 2016. Praise the Lord,
they are getting close to having their home
re-built. Tree of Life members would like to
help them celebrate with a potluck at their
new home. This party will help thank all of
the workers, family and friends that helped
build their home. A date will be set after
they have moved into their new home. In
the mean time, if you are willing to prepare
food for a pot luck or help transport the
food/tables/chairs to their home, please
contact Lisa Theriot or Amanda Maddox.

Service Event
Help us get the word out to the neighborhood
about Fall Festival and all our Tree of Life
Ministries and Activities! On Sunday, October 8th
after worship we will go into the neighborhood and
pass out flyers/door hangers. Please make plans to
stay and help. We can use walkers and drivers.

Altar Flowers

Thank you for your generosity!
We were able to deliver 406 pounds of
food to Good Samaritans of Garland!

Women’s Retreat

Welcoming the Prince of Peace
Women’s Advent Retreat
We are planning a WOMEN’S RETREAT at Mt.
Lebanon Retreat Center Dec. 1st – 3rd. All ladies
16 and up are invited to attend. Invite your
friends and family. Total cost is $155. This
includes 2 nights accommodations (motel style),
5 meals, and all activities. There is a deposit of
$20 per person due at signup – refundable
through October 29 if you have to cancel.
Carpooling to Mt. Lebanon in Cedar Hill is
encouraged. For more information or to sign up
please speak to Linda Hill or Mary Mobley.

This is a friendly reminder that if you
signed up to donate altar flowers anytime in Events planned for October:
2017 please remember to pay $25 cash or
check to TOL. We are running short and we
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
understand it’s easy to forget – especially
Sunday, October 15th following worship
when you sign up months in advance.
Thanks!

Directory Update
Has your phone, email or address changed in the
past year or so? Please let the office know. An
updated directory is in the works and we need
your correct information. You can put your
corrections in the secretary’s box outside the
off ice,
call
972 -226-6086,
or
email
tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org. Thanks!
Page 3

Women’s Retreat Meeting
Sunday, October 29th following worship
All women attending the retreat are encouraged
to attend this informational meeting. Final
payment for the retreat is due by October 29th.
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Jimmy Hohenberger10-1
Jack Allison
10-7
Joe Mobley
10-7

Janiece Brown
Wayne Altom
Garry Samples
Joy Green
Aliyah Thorson
Linda Lyall
Janet Schutz
Jon Hunter

10-10
10-11
10-11
10-18
10-18
10-19
10-24
10-25

Nathan & Desiree’ Matzek 10-3
Joe & Joy Green
10-13

Mission Trip to Hong Kong
A second mission trip to Hong Kong is in
the works. Please speak to Amber
Thorson if you are interested in going or
to get more information about the trip.

Offerings and Attendance for September
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

The Tree of Life Library has received
several donations that need to be put
on the shelves. The Board of Education needs some help organizing the
library. We really don't know how it is
currently organized and could really
use some help. If you would like to
help, please contact Amanda Maddox
or Mary Mobley

9/3/17

16

83

$5,155

$550

$516

9/10/17

30

86

$2,989

$300

$299

9/17/17

24

74

$10,237

$2,306

$1,024

9/24/17

24

64

$3,463

$300

$346

$3,456

$2,185

Total for September $21,844*

*Planned for in September—$19,325

Offerings and Attendance for August
Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

$5,920

$400

$592

81

$4,620

$100

$462

31

101

$4,200

$700

$420

33

78

$3,504

$450

$350

$18,244*

$1,650

$1,824

DATE

SS

8/6/17

23

81

8/13/17

31

8/20/17
8/27/17

Shop with SCRIP
SCRIP order dates will be October 1st
and 15th. Please come by the table in
the fellowship hall from 10:00—10:30
to place orders or purchase gift cards
that we have on hand. We also now
have gift card wrappers for 25¢ or 5
for $1. Thank you for your support of
this awesome program!

Mission
Tithe

10:30 General
Offering

Total for August

*Planned for in August—$19,325
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Dear Friends in Christ:
Thank you for enrolling as an Adopt-A-Student
Sponsor for the 2017-18 academic year. Your support
is a wonderful blessing! You are making it possible
for your seminarian to prepare for the Holy Ministry.
You are also an answer to prayer! Affording the cost
of a seminary education is often mentioned by
students as the greatest obstacle to coming to the
Seminary. Because your Adopt-A-Student gifts go
directly into your seminarian’s account, you are
tangibly demonstrating that you stand with your
student in prayer and financial support.
Here is contact information for your seminarians for
this academic year:
Mr. Kendall A. Davis
Campus Post Office Box
801 Seminary Pl.
Saint Louis, MO 63105-3196
Mr. Brian T. Shane
Campus Post Office Box
801 Seminary Pl.
Saint Louis, MO 63105-3196
We have also given your students your contact information. While students are required to write you
every academic quarter, we encourage them to write
even more frequently. Your students would love to
hear from you as well.
Thank you again for making a wonderful difference
in the life of your seminarian now. And you are
making an eternal difference in the Kingdom of God
as, upon graduation, the Lord blesses the ministry of
your students for years to come.
If you have questions or if we may assist you in any
way please call 800-822-5287 and ask for Jenny
Wagener or Rachael Velius—or e-mail us at
adoptastudent@csl.edu.
God’s richest blessings!
Vicki Biggs
Senior Vice President, Seminary Advancement
Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis
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To Tree of Life Church
Thank you for your generous donation of 3 boxes—
40 kits of kitchen kits.
As you know, needy families and individuals in our
community go without proper food, shelter and essential medical care every day due to a variety of factors
including low wages, job loss, injuries, illness, age,
domestic violence or divorce. We are all susceptible to
hard times and Sharing Life Community Outreach
served over 64,000 of these families and individuals
last year. We want to thank you for your donation and
with generous support of people like you, we will be
able to help many of these families.
For more information on how your donation is helping to make a difference in the lives of so many in our
c ommun ity,
we
invite
you
to
visit:
www.sharinlifeoutreach.org
We are thankful for your support.
Sincerely,
Teresa Jackson, CEO of Sharing Life
To my Tree of Life Family,
Thank you so very much for your cards, hugs, prayers
and kindness upon my mother’s passing. You all mean
so much to me!
With love,
Allie Banda

Disaster Relief
The Disaster Care Ministry is partnering with Hope
Lutheran Church in Winnie, TX to help their community
recover from the flooding that Hurricane Harvey caused.
We are looking at setting up a camp to work out of at
Hope. We will start scheduling work teams to begin work
in October. We will be replacing sheet rock in houses that
were in water after the storm. The areas we will be working in were outside of the 100 year flood plane and most
home owners had no insurance. We will be assisting the
impacted members of Hope Lutheran as well as the
community at large, based on need. There were over
1500 homes flooded in the communities served by Hope
Lutheran.
How can you help? We will be housing 20 volunteers
at Hope. We will have a signup active soon. Until then you
can contact me if you are interested. No experience is
needed. For now, volunteers will need to bring their own
bedding. We are also trying to raise at least $20,000 to
purchase materials need to do the sheet rock work. You
or your church can make a donation. Contact me for more
info.
Blessings,
David Ricks, disastercare@bslc.net
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Pastor Thorson will be leading a new
Adult Midweek class. “A Man Named
Martin” will be held on Wed, Oct. 11, 18,
25 at 7 PM at TOL. The same lessons will
be done at the Thursday morning Bible
Class on those weeks.

The Reformation is a richly illustrated and
engagingly written overview of the
Reformation. Order this 200+ page hardback
book on the poster on the window just outside of the sanctuary (by the Bible Challenge
poster) or call the office at 972-226-6086.
$22.49 through October 15th.

It’s time to order or renew your subscription for The Lutheran Witness/Texas
Messenger. The 2018 annual subscription
rate is $13.65. If renewing, there is a
renewal envelope in your mailbox. If you
would like to begin a new subscription
there are envelopes available in the office
and in the Welcome Center.

CELEBRATING THE 500TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE REFORMATION
November 4th, 2017 at 7:30 pm
Broadway Baptist, Fort Worth
and
November 5th, 2017 at 7:30 pm
Meyerson Symphony Center, Dallas
For tickets: www.reformationdfw.org
To volunteer email:
NailedIt@ReformationDFW.org
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Please join us on

October 21st
3:00-6:00 PM
for an afternoon of family fun here at Tree of Life.
FREE
Food, Games, Live Music, Petting Zoo, Hayrides, Bounce House
Children are welcome to wear Halloween costumes.
Invite your family and friends!
We also need volunteers to work at the event, set-up, clean-up,
and donations of food and wrapped candy.
Please see the sign-up sheets in the church fellowship hall.

