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Christ is Risen, Indeed!
Peter tells us in his first letter that we have been born again to
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is
the basis of our faith, the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Without
this key reality, we have nothing. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians
that if we have hope in Christ in this life only we are above all
to be most pitied (see 1 Corinthians 15: 19). Without the
resurrection, we have nothing. Therefore, we celebrate Easter,
because we have hope not just in the life of a normal guy who
lived some 2000 years ago and taught some great things, but
because that great guy who taught amazing and divine things
was fully God and though he died he was raised from the grave.
Christ is the first fruits of what is to come. His resurrection is
the forerunner of the resurrection on the last day, that is the
resurrection of all the faithful dead. Through faith you are
being preserved through all the trials of this era, your life, for
the time when you will be raised with Christ from the dead.
Because of the resurrection our faith means something more
than just blind zeal. Because of the resurrection our faith
means the inheritance of eternal life. Through faith we are
obtaining the reality of salvation by the glory of God who loved
us enough to send Christ to die and rise for us. Remember that
next time you hear “Christ is risen!”
Remember that and let the true joy of the
reply “He is risen indeed” sound out in your
voice, for Christ is risen and that means you
will one day rise to a time of no tears or pain
or sorrow. Until then keep believing, for that
faith will see you through the tears you may
You can reach Pastor
Thorson at 214-918-0334 shed on this earth.
or treespastor@gmail.com
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Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
God bless you this Easter season with a
renewed spirit, a steadfast hope, and a deep joy
in Jesus—our Resurrection and Life.
It is hard to believe that my first year at the
Seminary will be over in six weeks. This year
has flown by so quickly.
My health continues to improve each day and I
am now able to help unload the Food Bank
truck. God is good and gracious.
My wife is loving her job as a nanny, she gets
to love on God’s precious little children.
We thank you for your continued prayers and
support.
Blessings,
Brian & Dahlia Shane
“He is not here: for He is risen.” Matthew 28:6

Please pick up an item or two
when you do your shopping.
Toilet paper
Paper Towels
Pink Lemonade Mix
Coffee – Regular & Decaf
Red Solo Cups
Trash bags (13 & 33 gallon)
Bowls
10 in. Dinner Plates
Dessert Plates
Clear Forks, Knives & Spoons
Coffee Filters for 12 cups & up
Dinner Napkins

TOL GAME NIGHT
Join us on Friday, May 19th
at 6 PM for dinner and games.
Bring your cards, dominoes, board games
and have an evening of fun with your
TOL family.
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It’s coming! Dust off your sneakers!
We’re going to be Walking with
the Word. The plan is to do a
devotional and then go walking
with a buddy and talk about it.
Be on the lookout for more details
coming soon!
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Kathy Troxell
Clara Boettcher
Joshua Wendt
Ed Mollenkamp

5-6
5-7
5-8
5-11

Lyle Livingston
Dusten Robins
Joe Green
Doreen Becker
Dorothy Moore
Andy Nixon
Bryan Jander
LaWanda Hunter
Merita Hurst

5-13
5-13
5-17
5-22
5-26
5-27
5-29
5-31
5-31

Chris & Amanda Maddox
Albert & Caren Pankonien
Mike & Barbara Morgan
David & Kara Jander

5-18
5-22
5-23
5-29

Offerings and Attendance for March
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

The Trustees will be holding a
work day on Saturday, May 20th
from 8 AM - 11 AM. You don’t
have to be on the Board of
Trustees to help. Just come on
out! Jeff Matzek, our wonderful
head trustee, will have jobs big
and small, so come and help if
you are able!
Also, we need help with mowing
during the summer and fall.
Please talk to Scott Crowder or
Jeff Matzek if you would be
willing to take a turn. The more
people we have sharing the load
the lighter it is for everyone!

Mission
Tithe

3/5/17

32

93

$8,460

$700

$846

3/12/17

29

64

$3,209

$150

$321

3/19/17

24

83

$3,833

$800

$383

3/26/17

33

92

$2,987

$400

$299

$18,489*

$2,050

$1,849

Total for March

*Planned for in March—$19,325

Offerings and Attendance for April
DATE

SS
10:30 General
or
Offering
8 a.m.

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

4/2/17

22

62

$5,352

$400

$535

4/9/17

31

99

$6,192

$700

$619

4/16/17

43

93

$6,105

$550

$611

4/23/17

32

84

$3,239

$400

$324

4/30/17
Total for April

*

*Planned for in April—$19,325
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Dear Church Family,
My heart is broken, my life has changed,
always I know that my church family is here
for me. I'm very blessed to have been able to
travel with Lee and his death was sudden
and no suffering.
I thank you for the phone calls, cards and
prayers. Also, thank you for the food that
was brought in the day of funeral and
fellowship committee for serving us.
Tree of Life left a impression with my family
and friends. Proud to be part of this church
and call it my church home.
So grateful
Christy Kloostra
Shop with SCRIP
May and June are filled with graduations and
weddings.
If you like to make shopping
simple, order a gift card through Tree of Life
and the SCRIP program! It’s easy: just fill
out the order form and write the check to Tree
of Life. Here’s an example of how it works:
You place an order for a Bed, Bath & Beyond
for a $100 gift card. You write a check to TOL
for $100. You receive a $100 Bed, Bath &
Beyond gift card the next Sunday and TOL
gets an 8% rebate—that’s $8.00 to TOL!
Different stores offer different rebates, usually
2 - 12% and all those rebates add up over
time. Use a gift card for your grocery shopping, eating out, gift giving, etc. Send gift
cards to college students or elderly and make
them smile. You can make a difference in
TOL’s ministry!
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Thank you to EVERYONE
who helped with the
Easter Celebration & Egg Hunt!
Whether you donated items, helped at
the workshop, worked behind the
scenes, volunteered at the event, or
kept us in your prayers, we couldn’t do
it without you! We were able to share
the message of Jesus and His
Resurrection to 83 guests that day!

Collection Spot
The Campbell’s Soup Label program is being
cancelled nationally so we will no longer be
collecting them. However, we do still collect
Box Tops for Education to give to Toler
Elementary, postage stamps for LWML, and
ink cartridges, cell phones & aluminum cans
for TOL Youth. Let’s be GREEN and help
these organizations!

It’s not too late to take the
2017 Bible Challenge!
The challenge is to read the entire Bible
in a year, but the real goal is to get closer
to God while reading His Word. Join in
the challenge by signing your name on
the chart in the Fellowship Hall.
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Join us for Vacation Bible School
June 26 - 30
Light meal at 5:30 p.m. Mon.–Thurs.
VBS Activities 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Cookout Friday evening
Fun for the whole family!
FREE!
Pre-register at:
www.treeoflifelcms.org and follow the link
to VBS registration or call 972-226-6086

