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Easter is here (Almost)!!!
Easter is here! Almost anyway. After a long period of Lent, where
we are somber and contemplative we get to celebrate. Read Luke
24: 13-35. I think that this transition from Lent to Easter mirrors
our life, or at least it’s supposed to mirror it. We spend a lot of our
time confessing our sins and going to church, trying to follow the
guidelines the Lord has laid out for us. We search the scriptures
trying to understand Jesus and his love for us a little bit better
than the day before. We think and contemplate and consider and
debate with one another. In a sense we spend a lot of our lives in
“Lent” or a “Lenten attitude.” But now that Easter is on the
horizon, I believe that it is time to do as the disciples did after they
realized who Jesus was. Did our hearts not burn when we learned
of Christ and his sacrifice for us? Did our souls not burn within our
breast when we learned the Lord’s love for us? Then what are we
still doing on the road or in our house contemplating it? Let’s get
out there and tell others what Jesus did! Let’s tell one another;
let’s tell our neighbors; let’s tell perfect strangers! Let’s leave our
houses and our roads of wandering wonder and go tell the wonder
that is the forgiveness of sins we have by faith in Christ. In other
words, let’s start living Easter instead of lingering in Lent. Don’t
get me wrong, the contemplation and the consideration and somber
attitude has its place and we should never forsake it. But, neither
should we give it priority, especially when we’re out living our lives
in the presence of others. There we need to
start living the joy of Easter, because it is there
out in life that life hits hard. Sin and death
rears their ugly heads, but in Christ this side of
Easter we don’t have anything to worry about.
That kind of joy, that kind of love that we can
share will give others something to contemplate. Hopefully through your joyous witness
others can come to contemplate their
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love he has for them.
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Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
To the saints at Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
I’m happy to say that by now the winter quarter has
ended and we have started the spring quarter. As I go
into this last quarter of my first year here at Seminary I want to thank you for being one of the many
people who has decided to help support me in my
studies. It is astounding to look back on the past year
and think about how much has changed for me and
how much I myself have changed in the past year.
There has been a lot that has been difficult and challenging, but those difficulties have ultimately been
opportunities for growth. I very much see what they
mean when they talk about the process of “Pastoral
Formation.”
Over our spring break I had the opportunity to go
back to Southern California and visit some of my
friends from Concordia Irvine. It was a great opportunity to get to relax, enjoy the California weather
and catch up with friends, old professors, etc.
Now that the final quarter of the year is underway
here at St. Louis things are starting to get back into a
normal routine. Luckily, I have one fewer class this
quarter than last quarter, so hopefully my workload
will be a little bit more manageable. This quarter I
am taking History of the LCMS, a class on Exodus,
Confessions II, and Homiletics I, which is the first
preaching class. I’m particularly enjoying homiletics.
I have a great professor and am looking forward to
the opportunity to begin practicing writing and delivering sermons. In fact, I have talked with the pastor
at my field work church and I will most likely be
preaching there toward the end of this quarter. This
will be my first time preaching, so I’m very excited for
it.
Finally, as the summer is approaching I am lucky I
will not have to be taking classes here over the summer. In fact, I have just been hired to work as a camp
counselor at Camp Lutherhoma in Oklahoma for this
summer. I have worked with camp ministry in the
past and really enjoyed it. I am looking forward to the
opportunity to get back into that this summer.
It has been as incredible journey so far this year and
there is a lot ahead for me that I am looking forward
to. Again, thank you for your continued support of me
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in my studies here at Seminary. People like you are
what make it possible for me and many others to
study here so that we can serve God’s people in the
future in the many and various ways that he will
call us.
God’s Peace,
Kendall Davis
P.S. We had a bit of surprise show the other day. I
was able to get this picture from our dorm building.
The snow is still pretty new for me. Even though
there hasn’t been a lot it’s still pretty awesome when
we do get it. (Letter and picture are posted on the
Information Center.)

Dear Friends in Christ,
It was a wonderful blessing to receive your donation
of $432.46 in support of Concordia Seminary’s mission of serving church and world by preparing those
who will minister among us, our children, grandchildren, friends and neighbors for decades to come.
THANK YOU!
God’s blessings on the faithful prayer and support
you provide make this ministry possible. “How can
we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy
we have in the presence of our God because of you?”
1 Thessalonians 3:9.
Your gift is being used carefully to prepare the
church’s future pastors, missionaries, deaconesses
and leaders. Your prayers and donations to Concordia Seminary are making an eternal difference. This
ministry would simply not be possible without caring
Christians like you. May you experience much joy for
the blessings your partnership makes possible.
Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President
(We also received a letter thanking us for $616.00.
Both are posted on the Information Center.)
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Linda Schleuning
Desiree’ Matzek
Jeremy Maddox

4-1
4-2
4-7

Ariel Maddox
Glenn Watson
Gloria Melton
Tammy Dixon
Amber Thorson
Colleen Limerick
Breyden Purcell
Ed Tag

4-8
4-8
4-9
4-20
4-21
4-23
4-27
4-29

Allen & Jeannine Gray
Jess & Delores Calhoun
Dale & LaWanda Hunter
Wayne & Cleone Altom
Lee & Jess Wilson
Jack & Evelyn Allison

4-2
4-3
4-9
4-12
4-26
4-28

Offerings and Attendance for March
Dust off your sneakers. We’re going to be
Walking with the Word this Spring. The plan is
to do a devotional and then go walking with a
buddy and talk about it. Be on the lookout for
more details coming soon!

Beginning
April 23rd
Toilet paper
Paper Towels

DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

3/5/17

32

93

$8,460

$700

$846

3/12/17

29

64

$3,209

$150

$321

3/19/17

24

83

$3,833

$800

$383

3/26/17

33

92

$2,987

$400

$299

$18,489*

$2,050

$1,849

Total for March

*Planned for in March—$19,325

Offerings and Attendance for February
DATE

SS

Pink Lemonade Mix

10:30 General
Offering

Coffee – Regular & Decaf

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

2/5/17

26

72

$6,120

$400

$612

Trash bags (13 & 33 gallon)

2/12/17

NA

87

$3,086

$700

$309

Bowls

2/19/17

30

83

$4,323

$1,000

$432

2/26/17

29

84

$2,715

$725

$272

$16,244*

$2,825

$1,625

Red Solo Cups

10 in. Dinner Plates
Dessert Plates
Clear Forks, Knives & Spoons

Total for February

Coffee Filters for 12 cups & up
Dinner Napkins

*Planned for in February—$19,325
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Concordia Theological Seminary,
Fort Wayne
To everyone at TOL:

Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,

Now that I’ve had some time to get myself
together, I want to thank each of you for all
your phone calls, cards, visits and most of all
your prayers while Kenneth was in the
hospital and rehab before he passed away.
I appreciate so much all your support during
this time.
God’s love to all,
Janiece Brown

To Tree of Life members,
My family and I would like to express our
thanks for the love, support and prayers you
have shown my family during my mom's illness
and her passing. My family is deeply grateful.
On behalf of my family, I thank you.
Laura Cantu

Grace, mercy, and peace from our Lord!
My name is James Ebersole. I am a second year at
Concordia Theological Seminary. I am married and
have one child. My wife’s name is Allison and our
daughter is Sky. Allison was a child care worker
working with toddlers before moving to the Seminary
with me. Sky is going to be one this month. The two of
them are a great blessing to me. I spend most of my
time studying and hanging with the family. When I’m
not doing either of those, I spend my time playing
basketball or going on long runs. I play on the basketball team here at the Seminary. The Seminary plays
the other LCMS Seminary in St. Louis every year.
Unfortunately, we were not able to beat them this
year.
Thank you very much for your gift of $250.00. This
has helped tremendously since books, tuition, and
supplies can be expensive. Especially since the Spring
Quarter just started. It also helps with the family.
Every donation that we get is treasured greatly. I
would love to hear back from you all.
To God be the glory!
Sincerely,
James Ebersole

9:15 – 10:15 a.m.
Potluck style
Please sign up for items to bring.
See clipboards in the Fellowship Hall.

Sunday, April 23rd
Following worship
Potluck lunch following
the meeting.

Page 4

To everyone at Tree of Life,
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
from Concordia Theological Seminary at Fort
Wayne.
And Thank you for your continuing support of our
seminarians through student aid. One result of
help like yours is that on April 25 the first “calls”
of our graduating students are given. Anyone can
see it all on our website on the internet.
In the meantime you can also view morning chapel
at 10 AM (Eastern Time) week-days at ctsfw.edu.
Click on “Daily Chapel” at the top right. The
chapel service is recorded and you can watch any
time. If that’s the case click on “
WATCH AGAIN”
and view the recording.
Thank you again & Blessings to you all
Rev. Mark DeLassus
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Maundy Thursday, April 13th
7:00 PM
Good Friday, April 14th
7:00 PM
Easter, April 16th
Sunrise Service - 8:00 AM
Breakfast - 9:15—10:15 AM
Celebration Worship - 10:30 AM

Easter Celebration
and Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 8th
10 AM
AM—
—noon

It’s not too late to take the 2017 Bible Challenge!
The challenge is to read the entire Bible in a year, but the real goal
is to get closer to God while reading His Word. Join in the challenge
by signing your name on the chart in the Fellowship Hall.

