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Lint in my pocket, Lent on my heart.
As a pastor, I get included in all kinds of corny jokes. One of my favorites
(hear the sarcasm there) is whenever I or one of my colleagues brings up
Lent, some smart guy (I have never heard a woman make this joke) and
often enough another pastor says, “Lint? Why are we talking about lint?
I have some in my pocket if you need some.” Cue the polite laughter and
mandatory follow up belly button jokes. After those are done we move on
to the serious discussion of Lent. As I sit here, the dichotomy of that joke
and the somber season of Lent paired with one another strikes me as
revealing of the Christian Life. Read Ecclesiastes 3. There we find that
there is a place for everything under the sun, and when we come to
verses 12 and 13 we find that the gift of God or perhaps better understood as “a gift of God” is for us to be happy and to do good that we can
eat, drink and find satisfaction in our toil. If we were to stop reading
Ecclesiastes and all of the rest of scripture, we might come away thinking
like the Sadducees of old thought, namely that we receive our blessings
here in this world because there is no afterlife. IF that is the case lets
break out the lint in our pockets and joke it up, so that we find a shred of
happiness and peace in this life. But, I hope that you know scripture and
the book of Ecclesiastes has more to tell us. The book goes on to tell us
that without God all things are vanity, with the implication that without
God we should live however we want in order to find happiness. But, on
the other side of that, with God all of our toil, all of our strife, all of our
suffering and all of our mourning has meaning. In Romans, Paul assures
us that God works in all things for the good of those who love him. So
even in our suffering, even in our sin, God is at work for our salvation, for
justice and for righteousness though we may not understand how. So as
we go through Lent this year know that it is okay to find fun ways to joke
throughout the season, but it is also okay to
confront those dark sins and those painful moments
from our life. We can do both of these things
because God is with us, and he brings joy and healing in his wings for the bad times and blesses us
with laughter and light hearts in other times. With
him there is truly a time and a place for everything,
and through it all he will work for your good. Knowing this, please feel free to bring a little lint in your
You can reach Pastor
pocket to Lent, but tell the Elders about it not me.
Thorson at 214-918-0334
or treespastor@gmail.com God bless.
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Men’s Bible Fellowship

SCRIP Gift Card Program

The Men’s Bible Fellowship will resume meeting
in March on the second Saturday morning of the
month from 7:30 am to 9:00 am. A pot luck
style breakfast is planned. The first meeting,
March 11, will include a discussion of the types
of study people are interested in. As time
permits, there will also be a topic style Bible
Study.
You can contact Bob Green at
bgreen@gpltexas.org if you have any questions
or want to RSVP that you plan to attend.

The SCRIP Gift Card Program continues year
round. Instead of paying with cash, check, or
credit card for the items you normally buy, just
purchase a gift card through SCRIP for face
value, and use it to pay for whatever it is you
usually buy. We receive a rebate for every gift
card purchased through TOL - anywhere from
2% to over 12%! The next order dates are
March 5th and 19th. Turn in your orders to
Amber Thorson. More order forms are
available in the hallway by the mailboxes.

Puerto Rico Mission Report
Dear Friends in Christ,
Happy New Year, 2017!
January is the month of the Reyes Magus. (3 Kings)
From the children waiting to open their presents,
leaving grass under their beds to feed the camels,
seeing the star, and coming into the presence of the
newly-born, the Lord Jesus Christ. (See the star and
palm, downtown San Juan, the fever of the nation,
following Magos.) We too participated, with people
from the sister congregation in Mayaguez, Pastor
Reusch and Pastor Lincon Guerra with group from
Des Moines, Iowa. At Constancia, Community Center we offered gifts, (from near and a far) a manger
scene, songs, Scripture to the community. (Gobs
showed up!) We probably had 100 and around 90
that stayed for the whole 3 hour program.) An interview with the Wise Men, making crowns for Baby
Jesus, drawing pictures of the Wise Men, posting
them on the group-colored mural. (We handed out
hundreds, bright yellow tote bags from our Georgia
teams’ visit.) No, it wasn’t Joseph or Mary, camels,
Wise Men or gifts, but THE Gift of God wrapped in
flesh in Jesus! (Still visiting don Angel Luis, in
Juana Diaz.) We continue our outreach at La Plaza
del Caribe, a huge mall. Knowing people lead us to
see the UPR U of PR across from the mall Now we
are solidifying names, peoples, addresses, groups.
(Still doing water aerobics at the YMCA and the
prayer, brrr! Water is cold in the pool.) i.e. “God
used the Wise Men to follow what they knew they
needed, Light.”
(Actually to the source of the
Universe and all beings, Christ.)
People watched the changing of the guard as the U.S.
presidency in peace, plus the new Governor of Puerto
Rico, to Ricky Rossello. We pray for that leadership.
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While the U.S. hides beneath a brutal winter, we
only feel a lightburn of sunlight here in Puerto Rico,
allowing us to move easily without sweating quite so
much. What Light that would cause you to ‘leave a
normal life’ for two years? What is the Light that
drives your soul toward eternity? What Light could
bring you before an evil murderous king? (It is a
light powered by Christ’s death.) Do you tell in the
desert, on the hills, by the sea? ..
The blow-ups of Christmas are deflated, the gifts
unwrapped, the packaging blowing in the wind,
discarded. What can be taken from Christmas;
presents and the Presence of the Eternal Christ?!
The Word that lingers to comfort us through the
Holy Spirit will give us direction and hope. Christ
has become flesh, we only have His power by faith.
“Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of
Christ.” Romans 10:17 So what gift or come-on will
attract society? The physical or brightly wrapped
appeals only for a moment. The “God-with-us” lasts
forever.
In His service,
Richard & Gema Schuller
LC-MS missionaries to Puerto Rico.
Pray: a) That society will adjust to different
ways of support in PR. b) That our 500 year
old church can still preach the freshness of the
Gospel!!
c) That we find the ideal place .to
worship for Iglesia Luterana “Fuente de Vida“
Ponce.
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Stan Lewis
Richard Wendt
Noreene Hurst

3-2
3-3
3-7

David Jander
Mike Angelbeck
Patty Gibbs
Linda Angelbeck
Charlie Melton
Bill Dickson
Lee Wilson
Wanda Samples

3-8
3-12
3-17
3-21
3-25
3-27
3-28
3-30

David & Ginny Hoppe
James & Kathy Troxell
Bill & Elaine Dickson
Gerald & Tammy Dixon
Nicholas & Jennifer Limerick

3-14
3-21
3-22
3-25
3-25

Offerings and Attendance for January
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Dust off your sneakers. We’re going to be
Walking with the Word this Spring. The plan is
to do a devotional and then go walking with a
buddy and talk about it. Be on the lookout for
more details coming soon!

Mission
Tithe

1/1/17

15

75

$4,234

$400

$423

1/8/17

33

89

$4,104

$700

$410

1/15/17

28

78

$3,130

$250

$313

1/22/17

28

85

$3,861

$410

$386

1/29/17

33

84

$3,131

$1,625

$313

Total for January

$18,460

$3,385

$1,845

*Planned for in January—$19,325

Offerings and Attendance for February
Easter Celebration and Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 8th, 10 AM—noon
We are looking for donations of new or
gently used stuffed bunnies, lambs, frogs,
butterflies or chicks.
Be looking for a table in the Fellowship Hall
to sign up to volunteer for the event and
to fill Easter Eggs.
There will be a workshop/training day on
Sunday, April 2nd after worship. Please
plan to stay and help us reach out to
our community!

DATE

SS

10:30 General
Offering

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

2/5/17

26

72

$6,120

$400

$612

2/12/17

NA

87

$3,086

$700

$309

2/19/17

30

83

$4,323

$1,000

$432

2/26/17

$

$

$

Total for February

*

*Planned for in February—$19,325
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To our dear Tree of Life friendsFor all of the many, many ways you have encouraged, supported, contributed and prayed for Good
Samaritans—heartfelt thanks. There are so many
ways you have stepped up to help your Good Sam
partners and we consider our TOL brother & sisters in Christ a special blessing. Please know your
support is touching many lives—bringing not only
needed resources but hope & compassion. Giving
thanks for our friends!
Pam Swendig
Executive Director, Good Samaritans of Garland
Thank you to everyone who participated in
Souper Bowl Sunday. We were able to bless Good
Samaritans of Garland and the people they serve
with 222 pounds of food. They are very appreciative of your generosity! The needs in the community have become greater and greater, and they
stress that they could not do what they do without partners like Tree of Life.
Board of Stewardship
My dear fellow redeemed:
I have seen people experience profound, lifechanging JOY and a deeply personal sense of
meaning or fulfillment when they tell others
about Jesus through their sacrificial giving, and
in that act discover a unique and vital role they
play in the mission and ministry of the LCMS. I
pray you are one of them.
Words cannot express the absolute joy we have
for you. The work God has given His church to
do, in all its forms and places, happens because
YOU gave joyfully to make sure it happens.
Thank you.
….

In service to our Lord, Jesus Christ,
Mark D. Hofman, Executive Director
Mission Advancement—LCMS
Receipt for $500.00 to Rev. Richard & Gema
Schuller, Missionaries to Puerto Rico
Page 4

Steve and I wanted to express our sincere thanks to
our church family here at TOL. The passing of Steve's
mom was a very difficult time for him as well as Elly
and I. All the prayers and words of encouragement
that we received not only after her passing but during
her illness was so comforting. Steve and I talked with
Suzanne on many occasions about the prayer warriors
we had in her corner. We know that brought her comfort and happiness.
We could not have asked for a more beautiful service
to celebrate Suzanne's life. I also want to thank all of
the ladies who provided the refreshments, manned
the guest book without having to be asked and then
stayed to clean it all up. You guys are amazing!
Please know that Steve and I look at each and everyone of you as a true blessing and a part of our family.
Blessings to you all,
Stephen and Daphne Stanley
and of course Elly Manor

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your generous donation of $824.00
to Concordia Seminary. Your gift, early in this New
Year, is a special blessing and encouragement to our
seminarians, faculty and staff. Your gift is already at
work on behalf of this mission of preparing the
church’s future pastors, missionaries, deaconesses
and leaders. THANK YOU!
While each New Year brings uncertainties, I
know you rejoice with me that God’s grace and sustaining love are absolutely certain. You are preparing shepherds who will share that very truth for decades to come. They will, in the name of Christ, love
and serve caring believers like you even as they
reach out to the lost with the message of the Gospel.
Your prayers and gifts to Concordia Seminary are
making an eternal difference. This ministry would
simply not be possible without the faithful prayer
and financial support of Christians like you. May you
experience much joy in 2017 and always for the
blessings your partnership makes possible.
Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Soup Suppers at 6:00 PM
Elders will organize their groves
on their assigned dates.
Worship begins at 7:00 PM
*************
March 1, Ash Wednesday - No meal
March 8 – Hickory Grove
March 15 – Pecan Grove
March 22 – Maple & Live Oak Groves
March 29 – Olive Grove
April 5 – Palm & Walnut Groves

This year’s theme for Lent is “The
Salutary Gift”. We invite you to join us
as we gather around God’s Word in
repentance of our sins, in preparation
for our Savior’s sacrifice, and in thanksgiving for the crucifixion’s redemptive
power. We humbly thank God for the
forgiveness of sins, which was won for
the world on Calvary and is offered in
the Lord’s body and blood, truly making
the Lord’s Supper a salutary gift.
Daily Devotions of “The Salutary
Gift” are also available. Please pick up
your copy when you are at church.

