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Make 2017 His Year
I recently heard a radio add that was all about making 2017 your year to be
fit or healthy or happy or some combination of the above. Every year rolls
around and you get these kind of commercials on TV and the radio. I guess
they have a point, that the New Year is a good time to make some kind of
change for the better. Therefore, I would like to suggest that we as Christians
make a change too. Let’s make this 2017 His year in our lives. Psalm 86: 12
says, “I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will
glorify your name forever.” I want you to notice two things about my suggestion. First, is we are recommitting, or perhaps in some cases committing, our
lives to the Lord. Second, I am shifting the typical New Year’s focus away
from “me” outwardly towards God. Take a moment to read the entirety of
Psalm 86. In those 17 verses we get a lot, but perhaps the most important
notions we read here is that we are poor and needy (v. 1) and that the Lord
has delivered us by His steadfast love (v. 13). Knowing this it should be easy
to commit our lives to God. Think about this for a second: When we go to the
doctor and he says that we need to change our life or we are going to die an
early death, what do we do? We start eating right and exercising, I hope! So
if we take the advice of someone simply concerned about our lives, what
should we do for the one who actually saved it? If we go around bragging
about our doctors or trainers or friends that got us on the right path for health
or happiness, what should we be doing for the one who delivered us from the
very depths of Sheol or Hell as we now might call it? That’s right we should
redouble our efforts to pray, praise and give thanks to the god of our salvation,
the very Son of God Jesus Christ. How do we do that? Luther gives us a hint
in the Small Catechism that he wrote. There he constantly tells us that we
ought to fear and love God so much that we obey him, not because of his
wrath but because of his forgiveness and the life he gives. Jesus also tells us
the same thing when he quotes from Deuteronomy that we ought to love God
with all of our being and love others as we love ourselves. This means that just as we want good and great
things for us we ought to want and seek good and great
things for others, all the while praising God for giving
us this life and love to enjoy and use. As we prepare for
2017, whether we are renewing gym memberships or
vows or signing up for new adventures trying to make
this year our own, make sure we make this year and
every year, month, week, day and hour God’s. He has
You can reach Pastor
done great and wonderful things for us, so rejoice in
Thorson at 214-918-0334 them, use them and point others to God in them and
or treespastor@gmail.com
your love. Happy, blessed New Year!
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Adopt-a-Student Seminarians
To the saints at Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
Merry Christmas from Concordia Seminary!
Thank you for your continued support as one of
my Adopt a Student Sponsors. We’re nearing the
Christmas break here and the Winter quarter
has been going very well. I like my new classes,
which are certainly keeping me plenty busy. It
always feels as if there is another book or
another article to read or another paper to write.
There’s a lot to think about and soak in, but I
feel I’m managing it pretty well.

Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church
Thank you very much for your generous gift you
sent to our seminary in November 2016. Your gift
is greatly appreciated.
God’s blessings,
Tsegaye E. Rebu

I went home to Houston, Texas for Thanksgiving
to be with my family and will do the same for
this Christmas. It’s nice to go back home to be
with my family and my home congregation. After
having lived in only Texas and Southern California, the winter here has not been too bad yet.
Although, I was shocked to see the fountain pool
on campus completely frozen over recently. That
definitely doesn’t happen in Texas.

Seminary Student

One exciting thing that has happened to me
recently is that I will soon begin working with
Dr. Kloha here at the seminary on the International Greek New Testament Project. In this
project, scholars from around the world are
taking every hand-written Greek manuscript of
the New Testament we have, from the past two
thousand years and putting them online in a
digitized form. This will help scholars from
around the world study the New Testament and
how it was faithfully preserved through history.
I’m really excited about working on this project.
Additionally, because of this project I might also
have an opportunity to attend a workshop at
Oxford University in England this summer.

January 15, 4:00 p.m. Epiphany Evening Prayer—Kantorei

Again, thank you for your support. It means so
much to me to have people like you from across
the synod supporting me and my studies here at
the seminary.
God’s Peace,
Kendall Davis
(Letter and picture of Luther Tower are posted in
the Information Center.)
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And he took bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body, which is given for you. do this
in remembrance of me.” Luke 22:19
Stay connected to your
Fort Wayne Seminary:
Weekdays, Chapel Services, 10:00 a.m.

January 18-20, 40th Annual Symposium on The
Lutheran Confessions
All times are Eastern Time.
Watch and listen live to events, read daily
Scripture, and watch podcasts at
www.ctsfw.edu.

Thank you so much to everyone who
participated in the Cookie Walk—baking
cookies, buying cookies (or pickles),
and/or making a calorie-free donation.
The Senior Youth earned over $300 for
future trips and activities.
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Vacation Bible School
Offerings and Attendance for November
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

June 26th - 30th
We are looking to borrow items for
decorating. If anyone has any
medieval items, please let
Amanda Maddox know.
Examples:
 Knights’ armor
 Play castles
 Medieval looking artwork
 Knights' horses
 Chair that looks like a throne
 Shields
 Anything that looks like
the medieval time period

Mission
Tithe

11/6/16

23

84

$6,228

$500

$623

11/13/16

27

75

$2,894

$100

$289

11/20/16

18

88

$5,027

$500

$503

11/27/16

26

99

$2,733

$225

$273

$16,882

$1,325

$1,688

Total for November

*Planned for in November—$19,750

Offerings and Attendance for December
DATE

SS

10:30 General
Offering

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

12/4/16

15

61

$6,370

$200

$637

12/11/16

26

81

$3,899

$200

$390

12/18/16

32

66

$5,032

$400

$503

12/25/16
Total for December

*

*Planned for in December—$19,750
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SCRIP Gift Card Program
Dear Tree of Life Members,
This is just a reminder about the SCRIP program we have started here at Tree of Life!
This is a year round program—not just for
Christmas! The beauty of Scrip is that you
don’t spend any more money than you normally do. Instead of paying with cash, check,
or credit card, you buy a gift card through
Scrip for face value, and use it to pay for
whatever it is you usually buy. Then, TOL
gets a rebate for every gift card we buy - anywhere from 2% to over 12%! We can use
these rebates for all sorts of projects here at
Tree, from Mission Trips to paying down our
mortgage. We’ve already earned over $200!
The turn-around is pretty quick, too! If you
place your order on Sunday, we should have
your gift cards ready by the next Sunday!
Order dates in January are Jan. 1st and
15th. More order forms are available in the
hallway by the mailboxes. Turn in your
orders to Amber Thorson.

Hosting High School Students from
Hong Kong
Please consider hosting 12-18 students (2-3
adults) June 22-29, 2017. We would need 6-10
families to host 2 people in their homes.
They would get to:


Pick participants up at church and bring
them back to church daily



Spend Saturday with their 2 students, showing them more of our life here in Texas (out
to eat, amusement park, or even shopping at
Walmart is quite the cultural experience!)
(a small stipend is provided)

THAT’S IT!
Being welcomed into someone’s home is something that rarely happens in their culture - you
can go years never being invited into your
friend’s home. By offering these high schoolers a
place to stay and welcoming them into our daily
lives, we are given such a unique opportunity to
share God’s love for them in a very tangible,
unforgettable way.
For more information or to volunteer please
speak to Amber Thorson.

Community Connections
Find out where to go for help with childcare,
food, healthcare, job training, temporary
living assistance and more! Representatives
will be available to answer your questions.
Thursday, January 26, 2017
11 a.m.—2 p.m.
Richland College Garland Campus
675 W. Walnut St.
Garland, TX 75040
214-360-1200

Mission Trip Opportunity

Thank you Tree of Life friends. Hope to
see you all someday. I have enjoyed
your visits, phone calls, and cards. I am
now going through hospital stays for
acute colitis and heart failure. I need
your prayers.

Interested in going to Hong Kong on a Love to all this Birth of Christ Season.
mission trip this spring? Please talk to Amber Janice Nichols
Thorson.
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

North Texas Free Conference
You are invited to attend the North Texas
Free Conference at Faith Lutheran Church
in Plano on January 27-28, 2017. The theme
is “Luther and the Reformation.”
A schedule and more information are posted
in the Information Center or go to:
www.faithplano.org.

Women’s Renewal
March 3-5, 2017
Camp Lone Star in LaGrange, Texas
Angie Goeke will lead sessions on the theme
“Love Lives”.
Motel-style lodging, meals and all programming are just $144/person.
Contact the office if you are interested.

