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Breeze Thru the Leaves 

What do you believe? 
 

Recently, in the Roots I have been asking you to consider what it is that you 

believe and sharing with you what some other Christians say they believe.  

Let me now ask you this:  How would you sum up your Christian faith?  

Keep in mind James’ words from James 2: 19: “Even the demons believe – 

and shudder!”  James’ point here, though often misunderstood, is that faith 

culminates and is confirmed in works.  It’s all well and good to say that you 

believe, to live a good life, keeping your nose clean and going to church every 

Sunday. This way of life is similar to a line from Big Bang Theory, a popular 

comedic show on CBS.  The group of main characters, all brilliant scientists 

are found travelling in a car when the engine stalls.  One of them poses the 

question, “Does anyone know anything about combustion engines?”  All of 

the others say enthusiastically yes of course with a lot of pride in their voic-

es; the theory behind the combustion engine is quite simple compared to 

their own fields of study.  The first guy then asks, “Yeah, but can any of us 

fix one?”  Their reply?  Stunned and shamed silence.  They might have un-

derstood the engine, but they certainly couldn’t use the theory in practice.  

The same goes for too many Christians.  We understand that Jesus died for 

us.  We know that God created us.  We understand that God desires us to 

love.  But, too often we fall short in the area of practice.  Knowing and using 

that “knowing” (or you know, knowledge) can be two very separate things.  

So tell me again what do you believe?  You’ve got the words down.  But, we 

all need to continue to practice what we know, throughout all our lives.  

When we fail to do this we hurt not only our own faith, which atrophies, but 

we deny others around us the love God would have af-

forded them through our actions.  Let us then continue 

to practice our faith, continue living it out, so that 

when one of us fails to the rest can pick up the slack.  

That way no one lacks, for the world is still loved and 

the one who failed to practice his or her faith finds 

Christ’s forgiveness in the community of active faith.  

Tell me again, what do you believe?  
   You can reach Pastor  

            Thorson at 214-918-0334 

      or treespastor@gmail.com 

   

mailto:daberg14@yahoo.com
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Military Biblesticks 

From Ken Hennings,  
Texas District LCMS President 

 

Lutheran Hymn Festival 
Saturday, October 16th at 7:00 PM 

At the Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center 
You may order tickets online at: 

http://lutheranhymnfestival.org/tickets.html 
Or call Jerry Gray at 972-333-5614 

 

 
 

Thank you again to everyone who helped with 
Camp Noah - transporting campers or food, 
preparing and serving meals and snacks,    
donating items or funds, decorating, helping 
in the sound room, making phone calls,      
securing food donations, or volunteering 
time with the campers. Your efforts and 
gifts are appreciated! 

A special thanks to Amber Thorson for    
being a wonderful site coordinator and  
leading us so lovingly for two weeks of camp.  
The campers, staff and volunteers were all 
blessed by her leadership! 

Dear Pastor, 
  
Greetings to you and peace through our Risen and 
Ascended Savior, Jesus Christ. 
  
I am writing to make you aware of a significant 
opportunity for LCMS pastors who were ordained 2 
and 5 years ago and are serving a congregation. 
This opportunity, The Pastoral Growth and Sup-
port Project, is designed to assist in your develop-
ment as a pastor and I encourage your participa-
tion. There are two major phases of your involve-
ment in this process. 
  
The first phase is a survey process. In September, 
you will receive further instructions for you and 7 
leaders of your congregation. Each of you will be 
asked to complete a simple survey.  
  
 Your survey will provide background infor-

mation on you, your congregation and its com-
munity. 

 Your congregation leaders will complete a sur-
vey called The Pastoral Growth and Support 
Project Inventory, which asks them about how 
frequently they observe certain actions or be-
haviors of yours. They are not asked to form 
judgments or opinions of you or to rate your 
performance, but rather, these are objective 
questions regarding their observations. 

  
In the second phase, you and I will have the op-
portunity to meet together and discuss the feed-
back provided by these surveys. This discussion is 
positive, collegial and entirely confidential. Other 
pastors have greatly appreciated these discus-
sions, and I can assure that they are mutually-
beneficial. Your results will remain in my office, 
and they will be treated as privileged and confi-
dential between only you and me. 
  
Additionally, the collected data will be furnished 
to the seminaries to assist them in the future for-
mation of pastors. Your identity will remain confi-
dential and your individual results will not be 
shared.  
  
Your participation in this process will involve a 
commitment of time from you and your congrega-
tion leaders, but I believe both you and your con-
gregation will benefit from it. I will send a re-
minder to you, notifying you of when the materi-
als will be sent. Until that time, may the Lord of 
the Church continue to bless you and those en-
trusted to your care. 
  
Your partner in mission, 
  
Ken Hennings 

Dear Pastor Clint, 

Thank you and your congregation so much for 

your generous donation of $592.00 to support the 

Military Biblestick program. As the 15th anniver-

sary of 9/11 comes closer, let us remember to 

keep close to God—the only One who can provide 

peace and comfort. 

Active-duty servicemen and women, as well as 

veterans, are finding solace in listening to the 

Scriptures. They tell us things like: 

Hearing the Word helps the Holy Spirit speak to 

me. My prayer life has become much stronger. 

Thank you.—Service member 

Your support is invaluable! 

Till all have heard, 

Troy Carl 

Vice President 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Logan Nixon  9-2 

Cheryl Rodrigues  9-6 

Megan DeLawder  9-7 

Barbara Roblin  9-9 

James Troxell  9-12  

Gerald Dixon  9-13  

Tim Gargani  9-16  

Ken Nixon   9-17  

Shirley Laster  9-19  

Zain Rosser   9-20  

Ted Keitch   9-22  

Mary Mobley  9-29  
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DATE  SS 10:30 General   

Offering  

Growing 

To the 

Future  

Mission 

Tithe  

8/7/16 24 80 $4,350* $520 $435 

8/14/16 18 78 $3,941* $200 $394 

8/21/16  80 $6,186* $525 $619 

8/28/16 21 78 $4,224* $225 $422 

$18,701*  $1,470 $1,870 Total for August  

Offerings and Attendance for July 

  *Planned for in August—$19,750 

DATE  SS 10:30 General   

Offering  

Growing 

To the 

Future  

Mission 

Tithe  

7/3/16 22 76 $4,562* $200 $456 

7/10/16 27 89 $3,830* $675 $383 

7/17/16 18 63 $2,633* $125 $263 

7/24/16 

7/31/16 

33 

31 

93 

104 

$5,140* 

$4,691* 

$525 

$225 

$514 

$469 

$20,856*  $1,750 $2,085 Total for July  

Offerings and Attendance for August 

  *Planned for in July—$19,750 

 

 

 
 

 

Gary & Wanda Samples      9-10  

Tim & Jeanne Gargani      9-12  

David & Jodie Cody      9-15  

Keith & Sandra Melton      9-21  

Lyle & Debora Livingston   9 -23  

Lisa & John Theriot      9-29  

Ken & Judy Warren      9-29  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
With   the approval of our Council, we will 

be holding a food drive from now until the 

9th of October. The food will be divided 

between Good Samaritans of Garland and 

White Rock Center of Hope.  A few suggestions 

would be:    

      Canned tuna, chicken or ham 

      Vienna sausages/ potted meat/ spam 

      Packages of crackers, peanuts, raisins 

      Cereals of all kinds 

      Canned vegetables of all kinds 

      Pasta/pasta sauce 

      Any kind of tomatoes, especially stewed! 

      PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY  

      Soap, toilet tissue, Kleenex, etc. 
 

Giving you plenty of time to just pick up 1or 

2 items each week, we can really make a big 
difference for the people that are served by 
these two organizations.    



Wanted: Senior Youth Leaders 
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A joint Reformation Service is being planned 

with the churches of Circuit 12.  This service 

will be at Water of Life in Forney on the even-

ing of Sunday, October 30th.  This service is 

also a celebration of Water of Life’s 10th Anni-

versary.  Tree of Life has been asked to bring 

desserts. Our Savior - Rockwall is bringing 

sides/salads and Water of Life is providing 

brats, fixings, and drinks (including beer). A 

sign-up sheet will be posted later in September 

for those planning to attend / provide a dessert.  

On behalf of the many destitute people living in Is-
land Nations in the Caribbean and poor nations in 
Central America, please accept their deep thanks 
and gratitude for the generous support you have pro-
vided to the ministry of Food for the Poor over many 
years.   Gifts are most urgent to help us maintain the 
many ministries we support and sustain in countries 
we serve as we remain the major religious relief or-
ganization in Haiti, the Caribbean and Central Ameri-
ca and will continue providing resources to the peo-
ple as we are able. A number of people I met at the 
door have already been involved in foreign mission 
activities, including financial support and personal 
mission trips.  If there are some individuals or a 
group from the church who have an interest in 
spending some time again serving on a mission trip, 
please contact the Food for the Poor website for 
more information at  www.foodforthepoor.org   Thank 
you for your care and concern for those for whom 
Jesus shares a special love,  ñthe least of my disci-
ples.ò   

Walter D. Volz 
Beggar for the poor and destitute       

Dear Tree of Life Family, 

     Thank you so much for your kindness upon the 

passing of my mother, Lucy. Your cards, prayers, 

food, hugs, and other expressions of sympathy and 

kindness certainly helped me through this very diffi-

cult time.  I also greatly appreciate your under-

standing of my occasional absence during her illness. 

The time spent with her is treasured. 

     Thanks again and Godôs blessings to all of you . 

Sincerely, 

Kara Jander 

After enjoying many years of service with 

TOL’s youth, Kara Jander and Betty Nixon 

are stepping down.  We are looking for a per-

son or persons who enjoy young people and 

have a heart for sharing the Lord with them. 

If you are interested please contact Kara or 

Betty to find out more.   

To: Tree of Life Church Community ñ 

Thanks so Much 

A simple act of kindness has a beauty all its own 

Thank you for your kindness, your prayers, your 

phone calls, your visits. I miss our church fellow-

ship so much. 

Love, 

Janice Nichols 

Dear Tree of Life congregation, 
Thank you for the beautiful òGrandmaó mug. I 
was happy to spend time with Aliyah & Anja & 
Amber & Clint. 
You have always made us feel so welcome when 
we get to come & visit. 
 

Thank you again, 
Tina Schwartz 

http://www.foodforthepoor.org


From Pastor Richard & Gema Schuller—Missionaries to Puerto Rico 

Dear Family and Friends,  

     Greetings from a hot Puerto Rico.  Ponce 

seems to be the leading temperature in Puerto 

Rico most of the time.  For this reason the line 

to pay the electric bill is long; no one wants to 

lose power & A/C.  Well it just so happened 

that having to wait in the morning line, which 

had gotten to 764 by the time I arrived, ample 

time allowed me to speak with ‘Lisandra’ 

about the Lord.  We are looking for someone 

nearby to do some computer work, guess what 

her son at the University of Puerto Rico stud-

ies?  Right!  A senior in Computer.  (We can 

call him later). So this letter will tell of 

‘connections,’ and repercussions.    

     The first day in a restaurant, we met Leo-

nardo, which lead us to meet Leo, his wife 

Stephanie, their daughter, Mia.  Maybe you 

have heard, “It’s all in the family!”  Family is 

the basic link of society here.  Ruben and Doris 

are the first family here.  Their daughter Dori-

an, Carlos and children, Himalay and Aaron.  

They brought his niece, Madalyn.  Playing bas-

ketball, I met Ken, who has now left to study 

in Miami.   This can on and on.  Then our 

neighbor’s Ezekeil and Aida introduced us to 

their son, Raul.  We met a lady who had lived 

in Iowa, who knew of Lutherans.  Across the 

street from that store is the Doctor that checks 

us out.  He happens to live near us.  This after-

noon we will go to water aerobics at the 

YMCA, invited by people related to our first 

family’s grandchildren, who took first com-

munion.  We still have humble services in our 

home.  

     Wherever you go you must identify who you 

are.  Walking to the clinic, I met Genoa, who 

said my wife, Gema to call Rosalinda to set up 

a visit to his “finca.”  Hacienda styled country 

living.  At City Hall I met Victor, who present-

ed 3 other engineers.  Then we had café, there 

we were told where to cut out hair and buy our 

food.  (Varied opinions.)  We have met a num-

ber of Real Estate agents, from Francisco, to 
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Gerardo, (and may in between) they show us 

the marvels of the city, as well as warning us 

of the facts of life in some areas.  From the 

Plaza sprout neighborhoods, ‘ambulantes’ am-

bulatory, sales people, and beggar’s, homeless. 

“For God does not give us a spirit of fear and 

timidity, but of power, love, and self-

discipline”. 2 TIMOTHY 1:7  

 

     At a café kiosk I met Andres (Andrew) who 

wanted to pray for me, then to meet his Pastor 

Sola; and Secretary Gladys.  We have met uni-

versity students, business proprietors, admin-

istrators, City officials.  At Walmart I stuck 

up a conversation with a man, “Your name?”  

“Pastor.”  From blind Mirna, we met at a 

bookstore we were invited to meet the author, 

Aaron, as well as come to his book signing 

where we met many.  The Lord uses all kinds 

in His kingdom. “Keep on asking, and you will 

be given what you ask for. Keep on looking 

and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the 

door will be opened”. MATTHEW 7:7  

     At a book club store, we will start a Bible 

Study!  Please ask the Lord to help develop 

Bible studies in Constancia, Juana Dias, Cao-

bos areas.  We have it laid on our hearts to 

have a little study at a primer mall, Plaza 

Caribe & Camino del Sur. Another bible study 

at a bookstore in the near future. The thrilling 

challenge would be in el Tuque, a steep-hill 

side.    

     We are excited and preparing for the com-

ing visit of 8 people from Georgia, willing to 

help us with our evangelism project next Octo-

ber. The Lord will not let His word return 

empty! ISAIAH. 55:11.    

      Bless my wife in her diligence and fervor 

for the work of the Lord.  

     May God bless you abundantly,   

 

Pastor Richard L. Schuller & Gema  

Missionaries to Ponce, Puerto Rico 



SIS Bible Study 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Thank you for your wonderful gift of $627.00. 

Your donation will be used to ensure the ongo-

ing mission of preparing the church’s future 

pastors, missionaries, deaconesses and leaders. 

Your gift has arrived just as the Seminary’s 

very successful summer terms are ending and 

new students—future servants of our Lord 0 

are arriving to join with returning students to 

begin the new academic year. You can keep up 

with all the news and happenings of the new 

academic year by visiting the Seminary’s web-

site at www.csl.edu. 

Thanks again! Your support of Concordia Semi-

nary makes an eternal difference! Please know 

that every penny you send is used carefully to 

advance this mission of preparing those who 

will serve the Lord and His people for decades 

to come. Your gift is a great encouragement to 

all of our students. Perhaps someone preparing 

here now will one day serve in your own con-

gregation or the congregation of one of your 

loved ones. 

Most cordially yours, 

Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D. 

President 

To everyone at Tree of Life, 

     Thank you for your continued support of 

our Seminarians through student aid.  

     We are Christ’s Church, all of us together, 

all of you, others, and the people at the Semi-

nary. The church sends men out to be Pastors. 

Thank you for lightening their load after they 

leave here, by doing so while they are here—

with your generosity.  

Blessings to you all. 

Rev. Mark DeLassus 

Vice President of Advancement 
 

On September 6 at 10 AM the opening service 

for the Academic year will take place. If you are 

able it will be on our internet website 

ctsfw.edu.  Click on DAILY CHAPEL at the top 

right of the homepage. The video will be live. 

(Remember—we are Eastern Time) 
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It’s  Back !!!  The Ladies SIS (Sisters In Spirit) 
Bible Study will meet Friday September 16th 
at 10:30 AM at The Generator Coffee House 
on the square in downtown Garland. After a 
whirlwind Summer, I am so ready to get 
“plugged back in” to our SIS Group. Lets 
meet for fun and fellowship and we will de-
cide on our  Bible Study format. ALL “GIRLS” 
ARE  WELCOME!!! Please come and be a SIS 
with us!!!  For more information contact 
Mary Mobley at 972-768-0673.  

College Connection 

Itõs that time again.  If you have a child that 

has gone off to college ñor is living at home 

and taking classes ñplease give the name 

and address to the office by note, phone or 

email: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org. We want to 

keep in touch!  



6318 Lyons Road 
Garland, Texas 75043 

Tree of Life Lutheran Church  

Phone:972-226-6086 
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org 
www.treeoflifelcms.org 
 

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted 
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy, 
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you! 

 

Fun Run 1 mile / 5K / 10K / Virtual Run  

Saturday, October 1st starts at 8 am 

Audubon Park 

342 W Oates Rd, Garland, TX 75043 

Tree of Life Lutheran Church is organizing a  
fun run (1 mile), 5K, 10K, and virtual run on  
Saturday October 1st.  Tree Trot Tornado      
Recovery Run is to raise funding for impacted 
families of the December 26th tornado.  

Proceeds are going to #GarlandStrong for long 
term relief for families impacted. 

To sign up to run please go to : http://
treetrottornadorecoveryrun.itsyourrace.com/ 

We are looking for Sponsors.                   

Please view Sponsorship Packet here: 

http://www.itsyourrace.com/s/7804/
TreeTrotSponsorshipPacket.pdf 

Please email questions to: 
TreeTrotRun@gmail.com 

Tree of Life Lutheran Church is working with the 
City of Garland and Rockwall Running Center. 
Your Tree of Life Tree Trot Committee is     
Shannon Murphy, Stacey Karlin, Mary Mobley 
and Linda Hill. Please see these ladies for more 
information. 

http://treetrottornadorecoveryrun.itsyourrace.com/
http://treetrottornadorecoveryrun.itsyourrace.com/
http://www.itsyourrace.com/s/7804/TreeTrotSponsorshipPacket.pdf
http://www.itsyourrace.com/s/7804/TreeTrotSponsorshipPacket.pdf
mailto:TreeTrotRun@gmail.com

