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Summer Sun
It is here! Summer is upon us, or at least the summer heat is about
to begin bearing down on us. I, for one, will be spending much of
the next months trying to figure out how to keep cool, out of the
summer sun. Eventually, I imagine I will grow accustomed to the
relentless Texas heat, but alas I am still getting used to the fact
that the nights don’t cool off very much. The heat hangs around
and beats on us, wears on us and runs us down, so we seek refuge,
whether it is in a mall, a library, a lake or in the comfort of our own
homes. Now, read Psalm 121. In life, it isn’t just the sun that
beats us down and wears us out. In fact, many things can do that.
Work wearies us. Friends frazzle us. Enemies engulf us. Tasks
try us. We spend a good deal of our life seeking refuge. Psalm 121
is reminder that we have a shelter no matter what might be
assaulting us. The Lord promises to shelter us from all evil, and
the psalmist reminds us that not even the sun can bring us harm
against his power. But, be mindful what you read in this Psalm.
There is no promise that we will not experience pain or suffering or
hardship. God through this Psalm promises to keep his believers
from evil and to keep our lives. Our Lord promises us that he will
guard our own hearts from being tainted by evil and keep our lives
with him. Jesus is our shelter in times of evil. He shades us from
the heat of hell and the assaults of evil. But, he sends us into the
world to be surrounded by that heat and evil that we might offer
the shelter we enjoy in him to others who have been scorched by
that heat and run down to nothing by the evils
of the world. When you stroll in the sun and
endure the heat of Texas summers remember
that you have a shelter greater than any evil
you might experience, greater even than the
gates of hell itself. Your shelter is Christ the
one who endured and conquered the world. He
will keep you as you go in and out this summer,
You can reach Pastor
and he will guard your heart and life from being
Thorson at 214-918-0334
or treespastor@gmail.com snatched by any evil.
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From Pastor Tim Anas
May 7th, 2016
Dear Friends and Coworkers in God’s Kingdom,
At this time in my studies, various verses from
Philippians 4 come to mind. Paul speaks how the
Philippians supported him when no other church
did, at a time when he was just starting out. It
speaks of how the church in Philippi supported
Paul and shared his burdens, entered into a give
and take relationship with him. This section is so
often only made popular by the verse plastered on
Christian Athletic Wear from sea to sea, “I can do
all things through him who strengthens me.” Taking the passage in reverse order, before that famous verse, he speaks of the secret of being content in every circumstance, whether in plenty or
hunger, abundance or in need.
As I read this section, I hear the Lord speaking directly to my family’s situation. I know what it is to
move to the Seminary on the Amtrak, or to feel affluent, receiving a salary during vicarage. I know
what it means to start out, beginning college, having 8 years of schooling and tuition before me.
Here at the end of this 8-year journey, Toni and I
also know how it feels to be just SIX assignments
and TWO weeks of classes short of completion! On
April 26th, I received a call to be the Pastor (sole
position) at The Lutheran Church of Our Savior,
Buffalo NY. This place smells so much like the
stories I told you during my vicarage year, I
can’t wait to arrive.
The church is famous for their work in the community. In the past they’ve had youth outreach
events and several basketball teams that would
travel to Valparaiso yearly for competition. One
previous pastor describer Our Savior as, “The
church that everyone knows in the local community, whether they attend there or elsewhere.” It’s
right in the heart of the city, just four blocks from
a racial and socioeconomic line of division. As it
were, young people resettling the city are moving
closer and closer to the city, rediscovering this part
of town for its historic, beautiful old homes. We are
already eagerly looking online, looking at a rent-toown or potentially purchasing a home immediately, due to their affordability.
This time of great excitement is not without its
struggles. We will have quite a few months ahead.
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We recently adopted a second cat, and I found out
from by wife the hard way that cats are territorial. What an experience that has been this last
week! Lots of treats and patience! Toni also purchased her own car in anticipation of living in a
relatively smaller city. (city is 250,000 metro is 1
million). Her Chevy Trax is sure to handle well in
the average yearly snowfall that hovers around
100 inches! I also need to finish this pile of coursework and transition out of my Family Advocacy at
Timothy Lutheran. Toni will be wrapping up at
her preschool in a month. Of course, there’s the
never-ending process of packing up everything,
just one more time, for one last move. Toni and I
give thanks first to our Lord and secondly to each
and every one of you. We wouldn’t have made it
this far without your continual support. I pray our
paths will cross again one day soon. Please feel
free to check in with us at any time by phone or
email!
Tim and Toni Anas
262-573-5381
Pastor.tim.anas@gmail.com

ALL YOUTH SWIM PARTY
NEXT Sunday, June 5th—Lunch at 12:30 pm
at the Maddox House
3506 Clover Meadow Dr.
Bring your towel, sunscreen, goggles and drinks.
Please sign up on the office window
so we know how many to prepare for.

Dinner and Bingo
June 24th at 6:00 pm
Sandwiches
(sponsored by THRIVENT)
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Stacey Becker
Chris Gibbs
Phil Hill
Cecil Moore
Lee Kloostra
Luke Hunter

6-2
6-2
6-2
6-5
6-6
6-7

Anja Thorson
6-10
Austin Karlin
6-11
Lisa Theriot
6-13
Steven Hurst
6-14
Jess Calhoun
6-18
Chris Dalrymple 6-18
Rick Woolery
6-18
Jerry Matzek
6-23
Julie Altom
6-25
Kyron James
6-25
Debora Livingston 6-25
Daniel Dixon
6-29
Christy Kloostra 6-30

Allen & Stacey Becker
David & Stacey Williams
Phil & Linda Hill
Ted & Jan Keitch
Clint & Amber Thorson

6-7
6-19
6-20
6-21
6-26

Offerings and Attendance for May
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Summer Sunday School will start on
June 5th and go through August 21st.
There is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall for anyone who wishes to
volunteer to teach a class and give the
Sunday School teachers a little break
for the summer. See Mary Mobley for

more information.
BIBLICAL TOUR
Paul’s Journeys

5/1/16

28

97

$6,158*

$225

$616

5/8/16

27

89

$3,737*

$225

$374

5/15/16

28

94

$2,653*

$200

$265

5/22/16

33

93

$4,432

$825

$443

$

$

$

5/29/16
Total for May

*Planned for in May—$19,750

Offerings and Attendance for April
DATE

SS

October 4-14, 2016
Travel with Rev. & Mrs. Darold Reiner to
Greece including a Cruise to Greek Islands,
Patmos & Ephesus
For more information see the brochure
posted on the bulletin board by the
mailboxes or speak to Laura Cantu who
recently traveled to Israel with the Reiners
and will be traveling on this tour to Greece.

Mission
Tithe

10:30 General
Offering

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

4/3/16

32

79

$4,270*

$1,125

$427

4/10/16

29

86

$2,580*

$125

$258

4/17/16

25

66

$2,715*

$625

$272

4/24/16

25

72

$5,825*

$225

$583

$15,390*

$2,100

$1,540

Total for April

*Planned for in April—$19,750
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From Pastor Mark Harris
Seminary Updates

We are filled with joy because “the harvest is plentiful” and the Lord has been faithful to prepare another
cohort of workers to send into the fields! What a sobering thought it is to consider that I am counted
among these newly called candidates into the pastoral ministry! Thank you for your constant encouragement and support throughout this years-long process!
On Call Day at the end of April, my family and I (and
the families of many other seminary graduates)
heard the announcement of the “field” into which the
Lord of the Harvest has chosen to place us. Grace
Lutheran Church in Winter Haven, FL, has called me
to serve as their Associate Pastor! I am delighted to
return to this congregation and community – we
were at this very church last year when I was known
as “Vicar Mark.”
Now we are eagerly awaiting June 25th: the date of
my Ordination into the office of pastoral ministry and
my Installation as the Associate Pastor of Grace Lutheran Church. It will certainly be different to hear
familiar voices refer to me as “Pastor Mark” when we
converse together. What a surreal opportunity to
share the Good News of Jesus among people who
follow him – and with people “in the harvest fields!”
And what an honor to work alongside members of
this staff and congregation while we strive in a
shared vision to proclaim God’s “grace for all generations” in the Winter Haven area!
The near horizon holds several other milestones as
well. Classes at Concordia Seminary conclude on
Thursday, May 19th. The Theological Diploma Service and Commencement Ceremony are both scheduled for Friday, May 20th.

Family Updates

For Brittany and me, there’s also the fourth joyful
anniversary of our wedding on May 19th! The Lord
has blessed me with countless experiences of joy –
and Brittany with countless opportunities to exercise
patience! We are so thankful to Jesus for His presence with us, keeping us anchored in Him as our
love for one another grows with each passing year.
Later this month, Ezra will officially be a year-and-ahalf old! We could not be any more delighted with
what a marvelous little boy he is growing to become!
It seems that every time we blink, he learns something new: words, behaviors, recognitions. His tiny
smile and sweet laughter fill our home with gladness!
We pray he will be able to thrive throughout this upcoming transition for our family.
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Shortly after graduation, we will say farewell to St.
Louis and begin the several-hundred-mile moving
journey. Many boxes are already packed, but much
work remains for us to do in the days ahead. Thank
you for your prayers for our safety as we travel!
As I write this final seminary update to you, this verse
from the New Testament book of Philemon [with my
heartfelt inclusions] has been in my mind: “Your love
has given me great joy and encouragement, because
you, brother[s and sisters], have refreshed [both my
heart and] the hearts of the Lord’s people.” (Philemon
7) We are deeply thankful for all you have done for us
– and for the assurance that you will continue to remember us in your prayers as we enter the amazing
“harvest field” of Winter Haven, FL! May our Lord
continue to bless you with peace and joy as you follow Him each day!
PS – If you would like to correspond with us in the
future, here is our updated mailing address!
Attn: Pastor Mark Harris
Grace Lutheran Church
327 Avenue C SE
Winter Haven, FL 33880

We would like to say a big Thank You - Thank
You to all our friends at TOL for your prayers,
phone calls, cards and
visits. Please keep
us in your prayers as we still have a long way
to go to full recovery.
Thanks again!
Janiece and Kenneth Brown

Thank you all very much for helping us with a
gift card to Walmart. We used it for gas, food &
some cleaning & pet supplies. Much appreciated!
We’re still living in an extended stay motel in Plano & having a hard time finding an apt. Please
pray for us that we will soon and are able to cover it when we do.
Thank you.
With love,
Jolynn, Don & Molly
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From Pastor Richard & Gema Schuller—Missionaries to Puerto Rico
Puerto Rico Mission Press
We know that we are in Puerto Rico when the open
door mixes the airconditioned ambience with fresh
heat from outdoors; as the Gospel enters, air becomes
‘Luke-warm.’
We have begun our new church-plant in Ponce, the
famed Ponce de Leon’s discovery before heading
northeast and discovering Florida. Neither the
Bimini’s nor Florida could produce the fabled,
“Fountain of Youth,” so Ponce de Leon, returned to
Puerto Rico before being wounded in battle and dying
in Cuba. (A huge four story cross, marking Ponce,
reminds us of another One who died in battle,
fighting evil.) An apt name for the mission here in
Ponce: “Fuente de Vida” - “Fountain of Life”, bubbles
in the veins of Puerto Rican’s, in music, independence
and faith. Jesus replied JOHN 4: 14 “But the water I
give them takes away thirst altogether. It becomes a
perpetual spring within, giving them eternal life”.
Right now our main task has been meeting people,
and learning the area of some 250,000 live souls. We
are led by a Lutheran family who hails from Ponce,
but was driving an hour each way to Principe de Paz
in Mayaguez, our mother church in Puerto Rico. We
learn the cities structure, from the “Lion Park,” to
sitting in the Mayor’s chair for a few seconds, to the
Ponce Museo de Arte, designed by the creator of Lincoln Center in New York City. God leads us!
Our church right now is our home. We have had four
and eight people in worship the last several weeks,
with human touches in the market, at the restaurant,
on the basketball court, and wearing the clerical garb
and a cross in a new city. Our next task is to find a
safe neighborhood for worship, and begin to focus of
Bible study, evangelism and outreach.
We do appreciate your prayers and support for our
miraculous return to the mission field, after Pastor
Ricardo was hit by the car. He walks at least a mile
or two a day in a side walk area, plays ‘light’ halfcourt basketball, plus walking the indoor malls or
outdoor neighborhoods. Gema, by my side has been a
clerical asset, and a confidant in feeling our way in
the new Hispanic community. She had the privilege
to assist to “El Dia de la Madre Celebration” Here too,
we commend mothers who pour out their lives in raising their children-what a dedication a mother has to
have. Happy Mother’s Day to all of you who are a
mother or raised a child.
Our prayers could be summed up in several sentences: Pray for the Holy Spirit to lead us to people to

share the word. (Just after Pentecost.) “But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
on you...” Acts 1:8. One such case appeared, as a
man approached me and asked, “What are you
Catholic or evangelical?” (A good Lutheran question.) “We’re about Jesus, and baptizing, confessing, and the Holy Supper. Our discussion led us
to meet his son’s, wife and daughter. We also
learned about local society and how to fit in. Having spoken four times on the telephone, we will
get together this week to read God’s word.
Puerto Ricans are hard workers, family oriented
people and please pray that God would bless their
country.
The Mission has not changed since Paul’s day
“Believe in the Lord and you and your family will
be saved” Act 16:31.
Pray that He can use us that we may be shining
lights for the Gospel. We pray God will use us as
we visit the Deportes Politecnico, (Sports), where
people gather in gobs for exercise, basketball, volley ball and are led by the ping pong champion of
Puerto Rico. 1 Timothy 2:3-4 God our Savior…wants all men to be saved and to come to
knowledge of the truth.
Thank God for safety, as we live few blocks from
the Police Academy, near the main roads that goes
north to San Juan and west to Mayaguez. Ponce
has become a bridge from San Juan, toward the
western coast, and near the highest point in Puerto Rico; Toro Negro at over 3500 feet. The high
point of our life: God allowed us to return to the
mission field. Christ IS alive!
In Christ,
Rev. Richard L & Gema Schuller
Missionaries to Puerto Rico

Join us on Sunday, June 12th following
worship as we recognize our graduates with
a cookie and punch reception.
Jordan Green
Katie Jander
Haley Melton
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

CALLINGPOST
We are in the process of evaluating our
Callingpost Service. If you normally receive the Callingpost are not receiving
the calls currently please let the office
know. Thanks!

This year’s VBS will be July 25 through
July 29 from 8:30 AM —3:30 pm on
and the theme is “Noah’s Ark—After
the Storm” It will focus on how to recover after a major weather episode.
Online registration must be completed—go to www.treeoflifelcms.org.
For any questions you can see Amber
Thorson, our site coordinator.

Tree Trot Recovery Run
Tree of Life is organizing with the City
of Garland a benefit run for tornado
victims. This 5k-10k will be on October
1st. The route is to be determined.
More details coming soon!

