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Live Like It’s Easter
You heard nearly every Sunday this past Lent, that Sunday’s are not part of
Lent. Rather, they are Sundays in Lent. They are to be little Easters within the
time of solemn contemplation. So, if that is the case Even within the somber
time of the church year, why do we carry Lent around with us. Sometimes we
act as if it is always Lent, “O woe is me a poor miserable sinner!” when even in
the time of year when we’re supposed to contemplate our sin we get breaks of
Easter joy! We come weekly to the cross to lay down those burdens of sin and
sorrow and grief and pain, but throughout the week we walk around as if they
are still on our back. I know that part of this is that we are sinful human beings
and can’t perfectly lay down our sins or self-pity, but sometimes we carry it to a
special extent. When we do this, we are actually denying by our actions that
Jesus’ death was for our sins. And in a sense by remaining focused on our own
faults, we are leaving Jesus in the tomb. So every week as we come to church to
lay our burdens down we are really saying by our lives, “I’m sorry Jesus for killing you with these terrible sins of mine,” which isn’t a bad thing to do, but then
we go on, “but because I’ve done such a terrible thing, I’m going to hang on to
them so that they are not crucified with you.” In essence, when we live like
“guilty Lutherans” we are denying Jesus his duty, and we let his death be for no
good. It’s like if we were to go to the doctor because we’re really sick and then
after he prescribes the medicine that will cure us, we leave it at the pharmacy
because we think we don’t deserve it! No one I know would do that! Why then
do we deny the great healer his victory for our own lives? Instead, this Easter
season I want you to learn to live like it really is Easter, because it is. Christ is
risen! Halleluiah! He is risen indeed! Halleluiah! We say those words at the
beginning of our services because they are true, AND because it means that our
sins are dead and crucified that we may be new people! So go and spread the joy
that you have been made new! Christ’s death was for
the world and his resurrection was for those who would
believe in him. Why on earth would anyone want to
come join us in worshipping our Lord and Savior if we
act like we don’t believe in what he did for us? So, go
live like it’s Easter in the joy and peace that comes from
Christ’s forgiveness by his death and his new life for you
that comes by his resurrection. Live the Easter Joy and
spread it! Live the Easter joy and stop looking for Jesus
You can reach Pastor
Thorson at 214-918-0334 among the dead sins of your past; he is risen and is no
or treespastor@gmail.com
longer there! Live like it’s Easter!
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Kitchen Kits
In January Tree of Life started contacting local food banks and donation centers that
were helping families impacted by the tornados. We asked, "What is one thing that Tree
of Life could collect for you?" The answer
over and over again was, "Can Openers. We
have so many cans but no way to get the
families into the food."

You can help by donating some of these items

We put this need before the congregation and
were able to distribute over 50 can openers to
3 food bank / donation centers. After this,
more needs were brought up: silverware to
eat with, dish soap and wash cloths.

1 wash cloth

or by making a donation to help with the purchase.
Kitchen Kit
1 gallon resealable bag
1 can opener
4 sporks
1 bottle of dish soap
1 jar opener
1 devotional material

The committee realized that this was Tree of
Life's niche. Thus the first "Kitchen Kit" was
assembled.
TOL is now working on assembling many
"Kitchen Kits". The hope is to provide these
to food pantries in the Garland/Rowlett area.
We would also like to give "Kitchen Kits"
to Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s Disaster
Response ministry on their next disaster response. For the last three years, they have
been called out to respond to a disaster over
Memorial Day weekend. Our lofty goal is to
have 200 assembled to send with them.

Want to read more... Go to
www.treeoflifelcms.org -> Get Involved
or https://www.lcms.org/disaster

Magnetic Sweepers
The TOL Disaster Recovery Committee started to think about all of the roofs that needed to be replaced and how many nails would be left in the yards. Two committee members stepped up to find
quality magnetic sweepers at a reasonable price. Another committee member applied for
a Thrivent Action Team. These funds allowed us to purchase 6 magnetic sweepers, rakes and
buckets.
3 volunteers took them out for the first time on 3/5/2016 in Garland, TX tornado zone 6. They
walked over 6 miles in streets and alleys for 4 hours. This small team also handed out 2 gift cards
and one recovery binder. We also prayed with one family to help find them a new home.
Thank you, Thrivent, for providing funds for these magnetic sweepers.
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many. Mark 10:45

The next Sweeper Day is planned for Saturday, April 2 at 11:00 am. See Amanda Maddox
for details.
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Linda Schleuning 4-1
Desiree’ Matzek 4-2

Jeremy Maddox
Ariel Maddox
Glenn Watson
Gloria Melton
Tammy Dixon
Amber Thorson
Colleen Limerick
Breyden Purcell
Edwin Tag

4-7
4-8
4-8
4-9
4-20
4-21
4-23
4-27
4-29

Allen & Jeannine Gray
Jess & Delores Calhoun
Dale & LaWanda Hunter
Wayne & Cleone Altom
Jess & Lee Wilson
Jack & Evelyn Allison

4-2
4-3
4-9
4-12
4-26
4-28

Offerings and Attendance for March
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

During the month April we will have our
annual paper and coffee pounding. Please
pick up a few items when you are at the
store. These are the most needed items
throughout the year:
Black trash bags (33 gal)
White kitchen bags (13 gal)
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Pink lemonade
Coffee—regular & decaf
10 in. Dinner Plates
Dessert Plates
Red Solo Cups
Clear Forks & Knives (no spoons needed)
Coffee filters for 12 cups & up
Dinner Napkins

3/6/16

30

84

$5,396*

$500

$540

3/13/16

27

69

$3,545*

$230

$355

3/20/16

34

92

$6,813*

$200

$681

$

$

$

3/27/16
Total for March

*Planned for in March—$19,750

Offerings and Attendance for February
DATE

SS

10:30 General
Offering

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

2/7/16

29

91

$6,754*

$500

$675

2/14/16

25

71

$2,926*

$500

$293

2/21/16

32

90

$4,010*

$400

$401

2/28/16

26

90

$7,437*

$200

$744

$21,127*

$1,600

$2,113

Total for February

Thanking you in advance for all your help.
Nancy Harper & the Board of Fellowship

Mission
Tithe

*Planned for in February—$19,750
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Dear Friends:
“We give thanks to God always for all of you,
constantly mentioning you in our prayers.” 1
Thessalonians1:2
On behalf of Concordia Theological Seminary I
thank you for your recent donation.
Gifts, such as yours, allow us to provide the
finest theological education to the
future
pastors, deaconesses, and missionaries who
will serve The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and our partner churches worldwide. I
thank God for you and ask for your continued
support. Together we partner in an essential
mission of forming servants in Jesus Christ
who teach the faithful, reach the lost and care
for all.
Your servant in Christ,
Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Rast Jr.
President
Gift Date: 2/26/2016
Gift Amount: $500.00 to Fort Wayne Seminary
Grant-in-Aid

Opportunity to Give
There are numerous opportunities for giving within the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and its
partner organizations. Two of these opportunities
have been brought to our attention. The first is
Laborers for Christ. They provide low-cost quality
construction services for LCMS churches and
church-related facilities across the US.
The second is the LCMS Foundation. Formed in
1959, the LCMS Foundation provides services to
pastors, church workers, congregations and other
ministry organizations. Additionally it has provided more than $1 billion in resources to LCMS ministries. They specialize in personal, financial,
stewardship and estate planning that can provide
benefits to you and your heirs while benefitting
LCMS ministries.
If you are interested in learning more about either
of these giving opportunities please speak to
Pastor.
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We can't thank you enough for all the cards,
visits, and especially your loving prayers. It
has been a very long journey but`your love
and prayers have helped us persevere. Things are looking up and we are starting to get answers, still a ways to go but it
gets better every day.
It means so much to us to have such a caring
family at TOL.
Thanks from the bottom of our hearts,
Pam & Lynn
Dear Friends in Christ,
It was a wonderful blessing to receive your donation
of $602.73 in support of Concordia Seminary’s mission of serving church and world by preparing those
who will minister among us, our children, grandchildren, friends and neighbors for decades to come.
THANK YOU!
God’s blessings on the faithful prayer and support
you provide make this ministry possible. “How can
we thank God enough for you in return for all the
joy we have in the presence of our God because
of you? 1 Thessalonians 3:9
Your gift is being used carefully to prepare the future
pastors, missionaries, deaconesses and leaders.
Your prayers and donations to Concordia Seminary
are making an eternal difference. This ministry would
simply not be possible without caring Christians like
you. May you experience much joy for the blessings
your partnership makes possible.
Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President

Funeral Planning Information
If you are interested in learning more about
the financial aspects of funeral planning for
yourself or a loved one, please see Pastor.
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Opportunity to Serve
Would you like a way to serve on a regular
basis? We are needing a few more ushers to
add into the “rotation”. Please speak to Ken
Nixon for more information.

It’s Not Too Late to
Take the Bible Challenge!
Read the Bible in a year. Read it in
6 months, 18 months, 2 years…

just read the Bible!

Sunday, April 24th
Immediately following worship
Potluck lunch hosted by Board of
Fellowship following the meeting.

