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Somewhere New

How many new places have you been to in your life? In most cases, new on-
ly happens once and only for so long before somewhere or something be-
comes status quo or even old. New cars only have that “new car smell” for
so long. Even if they do try to bottle that coveted smell or put it into an air
freshener, it just isn’t the same. During Lent each year we walk a familiar
road going to the same places, the Cross on Good Friday and the Empty
Tomb on Easter. We even sing about this in hymns like, “The Old Rugged
Cross.” But, even though we walk the same road and end up at the same
place every year, we end up somewhere new every time. It isn’t just pas-
tor’s sermons are a little different and new every year, but every year Jesus
makes Lent and Easter new for you. Because each year, and even every-
day, Jesus makes all things new, even you (2 Corinthians 5: 17). As we
walk on the road to the old rugged Cross, that we now call Lent, Jesus re-
news his vows to you and makes you new through his Word. You can’t
make that journey with him without being changed. At each of those famil-
lar stops in scripture, at the desserts before church on Wednesdays, as you
get up in the morning to go to work, God works on you by the word that you
have received at church and in your studies to refine you, to mold you, to
shape you into something new. It is during this time that he often exposes
your weaknesses and sins to you for what they are. Then, on Easter as we
arrive at the familiar old Cross he takes those impurities, those imperfec-
tions, those sins and lays them on Jesus. 2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us that
there he made Jesus into something new, because there he went from being
the only perfect man to be the worst sinner that had or would ever walk the
earth. The sins of humanity were laid on him that through him forgiveness
might be laid on the world and you might be made new too. Then at that
tomb three days later Jesus again does something new by rising to life to
share with everyone who takes hold of their new life by faith. Though the
road and the destinations might be “old” they are new
each year, because each year Jesus digs deeper, holds
tighter and fights more furiously to make you new, to
A WORD show you the new place of the Cross and the Tomb in
FROM THE your lives. Each year he yvants to show you that the
unfathomable depths of his love can reach into what-
PASTOR ever new darkness, pain or suffering that you face.
-— So, this Lent and Easter go someplace new with Je-
Y, sus. Walk with him on whatever path he takes you
ou can reach Pastor . .
Thorson at 214-918-0334 down and let his word show you something new and
or treespastor@gmail.com make you someone new. God bless you.
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LENTEN WORSHIP SEAGE

March 2nd
Coffee & Dessert at 6:30 pm
assisted by Maple & Pecan Groves
Service at 7:00 pm
March 9th
Coffee & Dessert at 6:30 pm
assisted by Olive Grove
Service at 7:00 pm

March 16th
Coffee & Dessert at 6:30 pm
assisted by Live Oak Grove
Service at 7:00 pm

Easter Celebration/Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 19tk
10:00 a.m. — noon

Maundy Thursday
March 24th at 7:00 pm

Good Friday
March 25th at 7:00 pm

Easter Sunday
March 27th
Sunrise Service at 8:00 am
Breakfast at 9:15 am
Easter Worship at 10:30

Young at Heart

Everyone is invited to join us for lunch
at the NEW Golden Chick by church

on Tuesday, March 8th at 11:30 pm.

Faster Celebration

‘]ﬂ Hunt

ST

Sarfurday, Morch 19€h
from 10 AM-12 PM

Registration at 9:50 AM

We are having a workshop to
prepare for the celebration on
Sunday, March 13th after the

service.

We are asking members to pick up a
bag of eggs from the table in the Fel-
lowship Hall and fill them with
wrapped candy (NOT chocolate) or
small treats, stickers, etc.

We are also asking for donations
of new or gently used stuffed
baby chicks, lambs, and bunnies
to give away at the Bingo game.
The theme this year 1is
butterflies so any butterflies
would be wonderful as well.
Thank you all for your help in
making the celebration of our
savior’s resurrection special for
all who attend.
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Dick Wendt

Patty Gibbs

Bill Dickson

Cortney Alexander 3-2 )
Lee Wilson

Stan Lewis 3-2

Wanda Samples

Church Photo Directory

Final preparations are being made for our
new Photo Directory. If you have a change
of address, phone or email please contact
the office ASAP. If you were unable to
have your picture made, you may submit a
photo of your choosing, along with a $10
fee, and your picture will appear in our
directory and you will receive a free copy
of the directory. Please submit your photo
by Mar c h st ®e can have the photo

directory printed soon. I f you do
to submit a photo vy
still be i ncluded

The directory wonoét be

2016 Texas District
Area B Mission Festival

You are cordially invited to the 2016 Texas
District Area B Mission Festival. Opening
worship includes installation of Rev. Dr.
Yohannes Mengsteab, Area B Mission and
Ministry Facilitator, and ordination and
installation of Dr. Solomon Yadessa called to

serve in  North Texas. Dinner and
presentation will immediately follow the
worship  service.

Sunday, March 20 at 4 p.m.

Peace Lutheran Church

941 West Bedford Euless Road

Hurst, TX 76053

Please RSVP by Tuesday, March 15 at
http://missionfestival.eventbrite.com

David Jander
Mike Angelbeck

Linda Angelbeck
Charles Melton
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3-21

3-25 David & Ginny Hoppe 3-14

3-27 James & Kathy Troxell — 3-21

3-28 Bill & Elaine Dickson 3-22

3-30 Gerald & Tammy Dixon 3-25

Offerings and Attendance for January

DATE SS 110:30 [ General | Growing | Mission
Offering | To the Tithe
Future
1/3/16 16 88 $5,941* $900 $594
1/10/16 35 94 $4,047* $500 $405
*
?1/]07/116 W":P & r§6 $3,981 $500 $398
owe4s/16 | afloe mage 9o N $m0 1|1 $299
e '8 9 85 q'sd08% T %51¥ -1 $308
LaUIII'J C U © \'A' C 1T U U LI Y4
Total for January | $20,041 | $2,915 $2,004

*Planned for in January—$19,750

Offerings and Attendance for February

DATE SS |10:30 | General | Growing | Mission
Offering | To the Tithe
Future

2/7/16 29 91 $6,754* $500 $675

2/14/16 25 71 $2,926* $500 $293

2/21/16 32 90 $3,665* $400 $367

2/28/16 *

Total for February g

*Planned for in February—3$19,750
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Dear Pastor and TOL family

Thank you, Thank you, thank you for all
your prayers, your care, and visitations
during my hospitalization at Lake Point
Hospital.

The prayers were miraculously answere by
the Lord using the skills of Dr. Anthony
Yoon and his staff. I truly believe that God
brought me back after many hours of pray-
er by family, friends, and fellow believers.

Please continue to keep us in your prayers
during this healing time. We aare truly
blessed to have ALL of your in our lives
through Jesus Christ Our Savior.

Thank you...

Jack and Evelyn Allison
Plus our family and prayer warriors!

Dear TOL Family,

Thank you so much for your Christmas
cards and gifts A especially the Christ-
mas bonus. It came at just the right

time to help out family affected by the
tornado.

Thank you all for your love and kind-
ness!

Allie and Joe Banda

| would like to thank our Tree of Life
family for your thoughts, cards and many
prayers for my shoulder surgery and
healing. | know that is why the healing
progress is going so well.

Hugs,
Ginny Hoppe
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Good Samaritans of Garland is in need
of jelly. When you are at the store, pick
up an extra jar to give to those in need
in our community. Bring them to
church and place them in the box by
the information center and we will de-
liver them to Good Samaritans.

2016
BIBLE
CHALLENGE

|l tds Not Too

Take the Bible Challenge!

Read the Bible in a year. Read it in 6
mont hs, 18 mont hfs,

Just read the Bible!
THRIVENT

\ /2

2015 Choice Dollars Expire on
March 31, 2016

FINANCIAL®

Connecting faith & finances for good.™

Designate 2015 Choice Dollars online
at www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice

or by telephone at 800-847-4836 and
say “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt.
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http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice

Tree of Life Lutheran Church

6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043

Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!
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