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Loved
Read John 3: 16. February is a month marked by love. Sure Valentine’s
Day is always there, but that isn’t what I am talking about. This year
on February 10th we will celebrate Ash Wednesday and begin Lent.
Now, I know that you have never really thought about Lent as a season
of love, but it really is. And, that is how I want you to approach it this
year. Lent is all about love and loving so much that it hurts, because
that is how much God loved us, enough to give up his only Son so that
we could receive a gift far greater than chocolates and roses. Because of
God’s love for us, we receive eternal life. That is what Lent is all about,
watching Jesus live the love that God has for us. In fact, Jesus loved us
so much that he was willing to endure abandonment, torture, death and
even hell for your sake. The journey to the cross is one we make every
year. We dress in black and stop singing or saying “Halleluiah.” We
ponder our sins and shortcomings alongside the Christ’s perfection. We
cover our forehead in ashes and grieve for the pain that we made Jesus
to suffer. That doesn’t sound like there is much love in Lent, but that is
because we keep looking at it from our own point of view. So right now
take a step back and look at it from God’s eyes. His world that he
created has been in rebellion for thousands of years. His people are lost
and can’t help themselves. God has watched his creation languish in
their struggles. And now, at just the right time, God is sending his own
Son to fix it. It isn’t going to be an easy road, but it is a necessary one,
because God had had enough of sin and death. It was time for His plan
to be fulfilled. So He sent Jesus as a man to walk among us for a
relatively short time, so that by his suffering our sufferings would end.
He endured what our sin accomplished so that we would be restored to a
relationship with God. Why? Because he loves us
and because His Heavenly Father loved and
continues to love us. That is why we celebrate
Lent, and why Lent is a celebration. Not in order to
bring about the self-loathing that we Lutherans are
so good at, but because God loved us enough to send
His Son to endure death and hell so that we
wouldn’t have to. So, this Lent I want you to be
sober minded, and I do want you to ponder all of
You can reach Pastor
the usual Lenten ponderings, but this year I want
Thorson at 214-918-0334
you remember that we do this all because of God’s
or treespastor@gmail.com
love for us.
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Recovery Workday
Thank you, Tree of Life, for hosting an amazing
work day on January 23. Our members worked
with volunteers from over 18 other churches-345
volunteers in all, to assist our neighbors in Garland, Rowlett, and Sunnyvale in recovery efforts
after the EF4 tornado.
According to David Ricks, chairman of the Disaster Response Committee from Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Arlington, TX:

It was a brisk January morning as 345 Lutherans descended on Tree of Life Lutheran Church
in Garland, Texas. They were there to help residents of Garland, Rowlett, and Sunnyvale as
they cleaned up from the EF 4 tornado that
struck the area one day after Christmas.
A group of about 100 volunteers headed out
to help clean up an RV Park near the Church.
Debris was scattered all over the place. LERT
Certified Chain Saw crews cut and stacked
wood from downed trees while other workers
cleaned debris from pulverized RVs and stacked
it near the road. Other crews went out into the
neighborhoods to assist residents with the cleanup. Some aided residents in moving unsalvageable belongings from their house and stacking
them on the curb. Others sort piles of debris for

homeowners so that the city would pick it up. Chain
Saw teams helped homeowners cut up downed
trees and tree limbs and stacked them at the curb.
Two Large teams also torn down badly damaged
houses and removed the debris from the slab.
The Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dogs
joined other workers in walking the neighborhoods
giving out recovery binders and gift cards to people
in need. A team of Girl Scouts aided in putting together gift card packets, which included a devotional book and information on Tree of Life and assembling recovery notebooks, that contained information on grants, and a place to store important paperwork pertaining to the storm.
The Holy Cow Smokers provided 1800 Lunches
and 400 dinners for residents and all the volunteers
working in the area.
In addition to coordinating the work day, The Disaster Care Ministry at Beautiful Savior in Arlington
provided $5000of disaster buckets and $1000 worth
of tools and supplies.
Upbring Donated $1000 worth of gift cards to be
distributed, Both Upbring and the Texas District of
the LCMS donated $500 in funds for supplies and
tools.
21 churches participated in the work day. It was a
great clean up day. All our work orders were completed. Tree of Life was a fantastic Host for the
event.

BEFORE on Windjammer Way

AFTER on Windjammer Way
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Jan Keitch
2-7
Mary Ellen Matzek 2-7
Kenneth Brown 2-8
Sam Grant
2-8

Jennifer Limerick
Betty Nixon
Allen Gray
Katie Jander
Myrtle Evans
Sidi Daboh
Paul Denton
Haley Melton
Shannon Murphy

2-13
2-13
2-14
2-14
2-16
2-18
2-22
2-26
2-26
Matthew Dalrymple 2-28
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Steven & Merita Hurst
Mike & Linda Angelbeck
Lynn & Pam Hinkel
Paul & Kimberly Denton

2-5
2-14
2-14
2-19

Offerings and Attendance for January
SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the

Thank you to everyone who came out and
had photos made with Lifetouch for our
new church directory. If you were unable
to have your picture made, you may submit a photo of your choosing, along with a
$10 fee, and your picture will appear in
our directory and you will receive a free
copy of the directory. Please submit your
photo ASAP so we can have the photo
directory printed soon. If you do not wish
to submit a photo your information will still
be included in the directory.

DATE

The directory won’t be complete without
YOU!

Offerings and Attendance for December

Future

Mission
Tithe

1/3/16

16

88

$5,941*

$900

$594

1/10/16

35

94

$4,047*

$500

$405

1/17/16

30

86

$3,981*

$500

$398

1/24/16

27

72

$2,990*

$500

$299

1/31/16
Total for January
*Planned for in January—$19,750

DATE

SS

Adult Bible Studies

10:30 General
Offering

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

12/6/15

21

95

$6,196*

$650

$620

The Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class
continues studying Francis Chan’s book
“Multiply – Disciples Making Disciples”.

12/13/15

28

83

$3,314*

$650

$331

12/20/15

NA

100

$4,733*

$500

$473

The Adult Mid-week class based on Michael
Newman’s book “The Life You Crave”
continues to meet every other week. The
next two classes will be on Wednesday,
Feb. 3rd and Tuesday, Feb. 16th at 7 pm.

12/24/15

NA

104

$7,667*

$100

$767

Total for December

$21,910

$1,900

$2.191

*Planned for each week—$4,845; Planned for in December $19,380
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Concordia Seminary

Young at Heart

Dear Friends in Christ,

Just a little update on our activities since the
beginning of a new year. We were able to deliver our Angel Tree gift cards to Good Samaritan
and they were delighted with the $565.00
worth that we had collected. Thanks so much
to the congregation for your support.

Thank you for your generous donation of
$870.57 to Concordia Seminary. Your gift, early in this New Year, is a special blessing and
encouragement to our seminarians, faculty
and staff. Your gift is already at work on behalf of this mission of preparing the church’s
future pastors, missionaries, deaconesses and
leaders. THANK YOU!
While each New Year brings uncertainties, I
know you rejoice with me that God’s grace and
sustaining love are absolutely certain. You are
preparing shepherds who will share that very
truth for decades to come. They will, in the
name of Christ, love and serve caring believers like you even as they reach out to the lost
with the message of the Gospel.
Your prayers and gifts to Concordia Seminary
are making an eternal difference. This ministry would simply not be possible without the
faithful prayer and financial support of Christians like you. May you experience much joy
in 2016 and always for the blessings your
partnership makes possible.

We also made $360.00 in the Country
Store. It was voted that we donate these cards
to the disaster relief fund here at Tree and let
them be distributed in the neighborhood.
We voted to give the Oppegards one of the
$25.00 gift cards to replace some meat they
lost when their freezer went out.
For our shut-ins we will fix some small planters for them and make a personal visit to deliver them; hopefully before Valentine Day.
Plans have changed from the January meeting
and we will have "potluck" here at the
church. We will plan to visit Golden Chick another day. This is to help Pastor serve lunch
for the meeting of Pastors at our church on the
same day: Feb. 9th.
We would like to invite anyone to come
join us for a good time, great food and fellowship. No reservations required.

Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President

Dear Tree of Life Family,
Thank you for your love and support during this
difficult time after the death of my grandpa.

Dear Tree of Life Family,
Thank you so much for the cards, gifts, hugs, and
well wishes this Christmas. I feel so blessed to be
a part of this family of believers and to be able to
spend my days here assisting in the Lord’s work
through Tree of Life.
God’s Blessings to all of you!
Kara Jander
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In Christ,
Amber Thorson

____________________________

Dear Tree of Life Family,
Thank you for continually sharing Christ's love
with us in many and various ways, especially this
past Christmas season. We are so very blessed to
have been called into your family.
In Christ,
Pastor, Amber, Aliyah, and Anja Thorson
Breeze Thru the Leaves

Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Dear Community Partner:
There are many ways and many words we could use to express our deepest and most humble gratitude for your partnership but simply put: “Thank you”. With your support and our
commitment to be the best stewards of our resources, Good Sam returned 90 cents of
every dollar in direct client assistance to the community. As a result, we experienced a
38% increase in 2015 food distribution to the food insecure community.
When visiting the Good Sam house, you most likely will experience the ‘people helping people’ in a big way! Every day brings new people with personal stories and unique needs seeking assistance. Many times they are asking for help due to un expected circumstances, much like the unexpected tornado on December 26.
The day after the tornado, I visited several sites to offer Good Samaritans’ assistance. During these visits I
suddenly realized, “Good Sam experiences tornadoes every day!” Unexpected job loss, health challenges, family division and yes, bad choices. Upon further reflection, I realized the daily stories we hear are often as random and heartbreaking as the touchdown of a tornado. Why does one bad choice continue to create a maelstrom of hardship for one individual and not for another? Why does a tornado indiscriminately flatten one
house and completely miss the house next door? With kindness and without judgment, Good Samaritans chooses to serve all who come to our little house no matter the ‘why’. In the same way, generous and magnanimous
people in our community and beyond immediately stepped forward to share resources and time with the tornado-impacted communities. In both instances there is a common thread: strength of the human spirit is vividly
displayed through people helping people!
Good Sam is experiencing ‘growing pains’ from an increasing need for food assistance. Receiving, sorting, shelving and distributing over 650,000 pounds of food from a 2100 sq. ft. house leaves little—if no-wiggle room.
Good Sam’s staff and volunteers continue to serve with passion and tenaciously push forward. Seeing how hunger adversely affects children, victims of violence, families in crisis and job performance propels us forward
in providing needed resources. Knowing we have community partners who stand beside us and entrust us with
resources needed to continue serving the community gives us encouragement and the means to do so! Thank
YOU!
With a thankful heart,
GOOD SAMARITANS OF GARLAND, INC.
Pam Swendig, Executive Director

Many, many thanks to our
TOL friends! Y’all rock!

