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Resolute
It is that wonderful time of year (again – ugh!) where people make resolutions. They resolve to live healthier lives; they resolve to be nicer to their
loved ones; they resolve to get more work done; they resolve to eat more
cake. . . You get the picture. People resolve to do all kinds of things at the
New Year, and then at about week two they fall off the wagon and don’t get
anything done. I read somewhere that less than 3% of people who make
New Year resolutions actually stick to them. That makes me question why
most of us make them to begin with. Now, if you’re a “resolutionist” please
don’t take offense, and know that I am cheering for you. I mean no offense
towards anyone that tries to make his or her life better or more enjoyable. I
do however want to bring your attention to another resolution made a very
long time ago. At this time people had been resolving to get better and do
better for themselves around that time too, not to mention since time immemorial. In fact, the people at that time acted as if by being the best that
they could, they might even earn favor with God. Sadly, they were wrong,
because no matter how hard they tried there was always room for improvement. Because of this, God knew from the beginning that he would have to
intervene. So, from the beginning God himself resolved to send a man who
could earn salvation, and not just for himself but for all people in all of history. Then a few thousand years later Jesus was born. The fullness of God
in man. And he set out to complete that ancient resolution. Therefore, in
Luke chapter nine verse fifty-one, we are told that Jesus “set his face toward Jerusalem,” or as the NIV and a few other translations put it, “he resolved to go to Jerusalem.” Why did he resolve to do that? Because he
knew the only way to stick with his resolution from of old, was to fulfill the
Law and die on a cross in Jerusalem. From the very moment he resolved to
save humanity from their own hubris, God knew it would have to be completed with a death. When in Luke we read that Jesus set his face or resolved to go to Jerusalem, his eyes are set firmly on the cross and his own
death for the fulfillment of his promise from as early
as Genesis 3. Thankfully, his resolve never faltered
or waivered, rather it carried him all the way to that
death for your salvation. Knowing this, as you set
your own resolutions (if you do that kind of thing) I
want one of your resolutions to be to set your eyes on
the cross of Christ, and to set your hope on the resurrection that he also won for us, and finally to set your
heart on heaven. That way as you go about your life
You can reach Pastor
you will always have God’s promise to remind you of
Thorson at 214-918-0334
who you are. Living in that way I promise you your
or treespastor@gmail.com
life will improve. God bless you this New Year.
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Young at Heart
What a wonderful blessing this congregation
is for our church and our community.
First of all, thank you to everyone for the
wonderful response to our "Sock to them" and
we know we are keeping the feet warm for
about 225 gracious soles (souls).
Our Country Store did fairly well and
again, White Rock Center was the recipient of
the "left overs" for the Christmas items and our
youth group was lucky enough to share the
wealth for the remainder to go for their garage
sale. We still have some "outstanding IOUs"
but total sales is approximately $350.00
The Angel Tree is still an ongoing project
but we know that too will be a very successful
program. We can always count on you to help
the needy and the homeless any time of the
year. The Angel Tree and the socks were donated to Good Samaritan here in Garland.
The garden stones are still a good source
of income for us and Christy is always out there
making sales at craft shows and to individual
real estate sales personnel.
Young at Heart is a very hard working
group and we really appreciate all the support
we have had from everyone; Bless you!

On Sunday, January 3rd the Board of
Fellowship will host a Farewell Dinner for
Betty Woods and Cheryl Rodrigues. After
many years of faithful service and friendship here at TOL, these lovely ladies are
moving back to California. Please join
together to give these ladies a
memorable send-off.
The Board of
Fellowship is providing ham as the main
dish and they ask that the congregation
bring sides, salads and desserts to
complete the meal.

New Address for Betty & Cheryl
Betty Woods / Cheryl Rodrigues
1481 Valley View Drive
Yuba City, CA 95993

Adult Bible Studies

Thank you for coming out to Joe Willy’s in
November. We raised $1,006.72 for the Senior
Youth’s trip to New Orleans that night with tips
and a percentage of the sales. Thank you all so
very much for your generosity and continued
support of our youth!
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The Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class
continues studying Francis Chan’s book
“Multiply – Disciples Making Disciples”.
The Adult Mid-week class based on Michael
Newman’s book “The Life You Crave”
continues to meet every other week. The
next two classes will be on Wednesday,
January 6th and 20th at 7 pm.
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Jeanette Green
Jeff Matzek
Stacey Williams
Allen Becker

1/1
1/1
1/4
1/5

Denise Dalrymple
Kimberly Denton
Tori Hurt-Klein
Benjamin Lewis
Carolyn Priebe
Dale Hunter
Sara Lewis
Devin Becker
Linda Hill
Caren Pankonien
Shirley Matzek

1/7
1/7
1/11
1/11
1/11
1/12
1/14
1/23
1/23
1/23
1/25

Jon Hunter
Ken Warren
Lauren Woolery
Carly Dixon
Keith Melton

1/26
1/26
1/26
1/28
1/29

Glenn & Doreen Watson 1/19

Offerings and Attendance for November
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Thank you all for making the Cookie
Walk such a BIG SUCCESS! We
raised $400 for the Senior Youth’s trip
to New Orleans.

Mission
Tithe

11/1/15

29

85

$4,974*

$100

$497

11/8/15

37

88

$5,094*

$100

$509

11/15/15

34

80

$3,566

$110

$357

11/22/15

32

77

$2,806

$500

$281

11/29/15

29

81

$4,652

$100

$465

$21,092

$910

$2,109

Total for November

*Planned for each week—$4,845 Planned for in November—$24,225

Offerings and Attendance for December
Thank you for your support of the
Angel Tree and Good Samaritans of
Garland. Through your generosity,
over fifty $10 Walmart Gift Cards
have been collected as of this
printing and will be used to help
those less fortunate in the Garland
Community. Thank you so much for
sharing the love of Christ with
others!

DATE

SS

10:30 General
Offering

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

12/6/15

21

95

$6,196*

$650

$620

12/13/15

28

83

$3,314*

$650

$331

12/20/15

NA

100

$4,733*

$500

$473

12/27/15
Total for December
*Planned for each week—$4,845; Planned for in December $19,380
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Greetings from Andrew Kortze

Church Photo Directory

Dear Mrs. Jander,

Lifetouch Studios will be here on Friday, January
15 and Saturday, January 16 to take portraits for
our new Church Photo Directory. There is no
requirement to purchase additional photos and in
return for having your photo made you will receive
a free church photo directory and a free 8 x10
photo from your session. You can receive a $5 off
coupon toward any portraits you may purchase by
bringing a canned good which will be given to
White Rock Center of Hope. You are welcome and
encouraged to invite family and friends to have
their portraits made as well. They will also receive
a free 8x10 but will not be included in the directory. Please make plans to attend one of these sessions. You can schedule your appointment on line
at www.treeolifelcms.org or see Kara Jander before
or after worship to make your appointment.

Good afternoon and greetings from northwest
Indiana! I'm so sorry for not getting back to
you regarding returning to Tree of Life, this
past semester has been quite hectic and I'm
happy to say I have now graduated and am
setting sights on my future in Dallas. I hope
you all have been doing terrifically, I miss you
all greatly and hope to be able to return asap!
Currently it looks like I'll be in Valpo at least
another month or two, as I have not found a
replacement organist to take my place at
Trinity Lutheran in Lowell, IN. I could be
here as late as July, depending on when my
start date arrives with Texas Instruments. It
is currently set for the end of March, but it
could change based on my situation here. I'll
send in the organist application you emailed
as soon as I can, of course, and will let you
know as soon as I know more about my start
date in Dallas!
I can't thank you all enough for your kindness
and hospitality last summer during my time
at Tree of Life, and I would like nothing more
than to be able to join you all again upon
returning to Texas.
I'll be in touch again soon! Merry Christmas
to you and the whole congregation!
Andrew

Outreach
We have been a little relaxed this year but
again, we thank you, the ones who have
helped us get cards in the mail to our "new
neighbors". We sent 100 Christmas cards
this month and we are most appreciative of
the ones who supplied the postage.
Thank you, thank you!
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The directory won’t be complete without YOU!

Dear Co-Witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ:
Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord or fully
declare his praise? Blessed are those who act justly,
who always do what is right. (Psalm 106:2-3)
God wants all to be saved and come to the knowledge
of the Truth. His Son’s death and resurrection, sufficient for all, was necessary even if only for one. Your
sacrificial gift is a clear witness to the truth that our
heavenly Father is a loving God! Your Synod continues in the vital work of vigorously making known that
love in word and deed, all over the world. We continue
to pray for you and give thanks for you as you share
your faith with the world through us. Please retain
the attached gift receipt and call us if you have questions.
In service to our Lord, Jesus Christ,
Mark D. Hofman, Executive Director
Mission Advancement
Receipts enclosed for $100 to Rev. Andrew & Kelsey
Schlund and $500 to Rev. Richard & Gema Schuller
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org

The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

