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Advent
Merry Christmas! Or almost anyway. This time of year is my favorite. The Christmas season always seems like a little shelter from
the pains of normal life. It gives us a time to look back on all of the
wonderful Christmases that have come and gone and a chance to
speculate on all of the wonderful things that might happen for
Christmases yet to come. Now as we approach Christmas, I want
you to take a moment and consider why we call this season Advent.
The dictionary tells me that the word basically means “arrival.”
Whose arrival are we looking forward to? Most of you are thinking,
“Silly pastor, we’re looking forward to Jesus’ arrival.” Of course
you’re right, especially about the silly part, but we are looking forward to Jesus coming. Now, which of his comings are we looking forward to? Ah, now you’re probably thinking, “Pastors pull this one on
us every year, and by now we know to say his second coming.”
Again, you’d be right if that is what you were thinking. During this
time of year, we look forward to Christ coming to us again while remembering that his birth, life, death and resurrection as the Godman is what makes his second coming such a big deal for us. Because, he deigned to take on flesh and human suffering and experience death, then overcome that death, those of us who look back on
his actions and life in faith will be delivered when he returns. I
know we love to look back on the Savior’s birth, to remember with
fondness the fact that at one point or another he cried and looked to
his mother for comfort. I know we love to think about that at one
point or another our savior was a cute little baby. This is a good
thing. It makes what Jesus did a little more real
in our minds, but we cannot forget that as Christians we are called to be prepared for the future
Advent of our Lord. So, take this season as a
time to remember fondly all the Christmases
past, and especially that first one, but also see
this season as an opportunity to rejoice in the future when Christ will return and shelter us or
You can reach Pastor
rather deliver us from the suffering of this world
Thorson at 214-918-0334
or treespastor@gmail.com permanently. Blessed Christmas.
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Christmas Tea
All ladies of Tree of Life are invited to
a Christmas Tea on Sunday, December
6th at 2 pm. Various teas will be
provided; please bring a snack to
share. There is a sign up sheet in the
fellowship hall.
Also, please consider hosting a table
for the tea. Each host will have one
round table to decorate with some of
their favorite Christmas decorations.
If you have any questions, please talk
to Amber Thorson. Thank you and
God's peace this Advent and always.
Uninsurable Child Life Insurance Benefit now
available to all Thrivent members
All Thrivent members – benefit and associate--now have
access to the Uninsurable Child Life Insurance Benefit.
(Members must have been admitted into membership at
least 60 days before the application for the Uninsurable
Child Life Insurance Benefit is submitted.) Previously, only
benefit members of Thrivent could apply for the Uninsurable Child Life Insurance Benefit.
Through this membership benefit, Thrivent members who
have a child, grandchild or great-grandchild under the age
of 16 who has been declined for life insurance may purchase $10,000 of whole life insurance coverage.
"Helping our members who are facing this difficult time in
their life – that's what our organization is all about," says
Aubrey Coffey of Membership Benefits.
For important eligibility and application process details,
members should contact a Thrivent Financial representative. If a member does not have a Thrivent Financial representative, he or she can find one by visiting Thrivent.com/
locate or by calling our Member Connection Center at the
number listed below.
Questions?
For general questions, contact a representative from the
Member Connection Center at 800-847-4836 and say
"fraternal" or email to fraternal@thrivent.com. For faster
service, have your member ID or contract number available.
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Sunday Mornings
Sunday School and Bible Class at 9 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Wednesday Evenings
Coffee & Dessert at 6:30 PM
Worship at 7:00 PM
Children’s Christmas Celebration
December 20th at 9:00 AM
Christmas Eve Worship
December 24th at 7:00 PM
*****
The groves will provide the desserts and
assist with clean-up on the following nights:

December 2nd: Live Oak & Olive
December 9th: Pecan & Hickory
December 16th: Maple, Palm & Walnut

New Adult Bible Studies
The Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class is studying
Francis Chan’s book “Multiply – Disciples Making
Disciples”.
There is also an Adult Mid-week class based on
Michael Newman’s book “The Life You Crave”. The
class meets every other week. The next two classes
will be on Tuesday, Dec. 1st and 15th at 7 pm.
There will not be a class on Dec. 29. Class will
resume again on Wednesday, January 6th.
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Garland Raney
Mark Samples
Jordan Grant
Ruth Caekaert
Payton Grant
Sandra Melton

12/6
12/7
12/8
12/12
12/12
12/13

Jeneva Luedtke
12/14
Allie Banda
12/18
Shannon Limerick 12/18
Scott Dalrymple 12/19
Windy Tag
12/19
Allison Mosier
12/22
Robbie Karlin
12/23
Stacey Karlin
12/23
Brenda Moerbe
12/25
Philip Anderson 12/26
Helen Iuliano
12/26
Barbara Morgan 12/26

Alex Gargani
Kara Jander
Brittni Estilow
Stephen Wendt
Bob Green
Judy Brown

12/27
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/30
12/31

Charles & Gloria Melton
Joe & Allie Banda

12/6
12/14

Offerings and Attendance for November
DATE

Sunday, December 6th at 10 AM
You may bring your own tin or select one
from the Youth. Cookies will be priced by
the size of the tin. Anyone who would like to
donate cookies to this event is greatly
appreciated. All proceeds will go toward the
Senior Youth’s trip the LCMS National Youth
Gathering in New Orleans in July 2016.

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

11/1/15

29

85

$4,974*

$100

$497

11/8/15

37

88

$5,094*

$100

$509

11/15/15

34

80

$3,566

$110

$357

11/22/15

32

77

$2,806

$500

$281

11/29/15
Total for November
*Planned for each week—$4,845 Planned for in November—$24,225

Offerings and Attendance for October
DATE
Please help support Good Samaritans of
Garland as they help those less fortunate in
our community. You can show Jesus’ love to
others by picking up an envelope from the
Angel Tree and filling it with a $10 Walmart
gift card. Return it to the box below the tree.
Remember to write your name on the back of
the envelope if you would like to have this
donation on your 2015 giving statement from
TOL.
Thank you in advance for your
generosity!

SS

10:30 General
Offering

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

10/4/15

28

81

$4,696*

$500

$470

10/11/15

37

105

$3,832*

$500

$383

10/1815

21

98

$9,502*

$500

$950

10/2515

NA

98

$3,753*

$400

$375

Total for October

$21,783*

$1,900

$2,178

*Planned for each week—$4,845; Planned for in October $19,380
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Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for your cards, phone calls, offers
of help and most of all your prayers during the time I
was recovering from my broken wrist. I immensely
appreciated your care and concern.
Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your wonderful gift of $482.64. Your
donation will be put to work on behalf of Concordia
Seminary’s mission of preparing the pastors, missionaries, and deaconesses who will serve present and
future generations.
The month of October, with its promise of comfortable
temperatures and a beautiful display of fall colors, is
one of my favorites here on campus. This month also
brings many special events to our campus, including the first Bach at the Sem concert of the
2015-16 season. And October ends with the celebration of the Reformation! I assure you that your donation will be carefully used to prepare those who will
proclaim Scripture Alone, Faith Alone, Grace
Alone.
The seminarians you are preparing at Concordia Seminary are centered in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They
are equipped to preach, teach, model, and practically
apply the Good News for decades to come. Thank you
for your faithful partnership!
Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President
Dear Co-Witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ:
Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord or fully
declare his praise? Blessed are those who act justly,
who always do what is right. (Psalm 106:2-3)

Peace to all,
Betty Woods
Dear Tree of Life Family,
It is with a heavy, yet joyful, heart we say good bye.
You all have been such a huge part of our lives here in
Texas and mean more to us than you will ever know.
Without your support and unconditional love we would
have been lost sheep at the loss of our husbands,
brother/son, through sickness and broken bones. You
have lifted us up during difficult and happy times, for
that we will be forever grateful. As we head home to
California, please know we take you with us in our
hearts and minds. You are an amazing congregation
and we are truly blessed to have you in our lives. We
leave knowing God’s love through you. Thank you
from the bottom of our hearts.
Cheryl Rodrigues and Betty Woods

Dear members of Tree of Life,
Thank you so much for warm reception when we
were among you. Thank you for all of your prayers
& support for our mission work to Mexico. We were
blessed & encouraged by all of your gracious words.
We pray that God continues to give you the strength
to spread His message of hope to your community.
God’s richest blessing be with you.
In Christ,
Pastor Andrew, Kelsey & Charlotte

God wants all to be saved and come to the knowledge of
the Truth. His Son’s death and resurrection, sufficient
for all, was necessary even if only for one. Your sacrificial gift is a clear witness to the truth that our heavenly Father is a loving God! Your Synod continues in the
vital work of vigorously making known that love in
word and deed, all over the world. We continue to pray
for you and give thanks for you as you share your faith
with the world through us. Please retain the attached
gift receipt and call us if you have questions.

Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,

In service to our Lord, Jesus Christ,

We can’t wait to get back & tell that good News! to Puertorican’s again.

Mark D. Hofman, Executive Director
Mission Advancement
Enclosed Receipt for $513.00 for Rev. Andrew Schlund
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THANK YOU so much for your gift of $500.00 toward the
mission in Puerto Rico. How important it is! Our co-worker
carries on as I was hit by a car; knee & ankle broken, nose &
concussion. But still have both eyes & all teeth in spite of
the car windshield. My cast off this week! We have recovered in Houston & Cypress, but we are eager to return, as
our suffering is little & small compared to Jesus suffering,
death & resurrection for us all!

Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Richard & good caretaker Gema Schuller
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
Fax:972-226-1545
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Thanksgiving Bags

After many years we are planning a new pictorial directory! Lifetouch Studios will be here on
Friday,
January 15 and Saturday, January 16. You will be receiving recorded information calls with details about
making an appointment for your photography session.
There is no requirement to purchase additional photos
and in return for having your photo made you will receive a free church photo directory and a free 8 x10
photo from your session. Please make plans to attend
one of these sessions. The directory won’t be complete
without YOU!

Tree of Life members donated 18
Thanksgiving bags of groceries to Good
Samaritans of Garland. Thank you for
sharing the love of Jesus with others!

Door Code Has Changed
The code for the kitchen door has been
changed. If you need access to the
church outside of Sunday morning or
regular business hours, please call
Pastor at 214-918-0334.

