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Feasting
It’s already almost Thanksgiving time. We will soon sit around our various tables enjoying good food and hopefully good company. But, you
know not everyone gets to do that. Perhaps, you’ve even spent a few
lonely, lean Thanksgivings by yourself. There are many in the world,
and probably in our neighborhoods, who will not be invited to the table
this Thanksgiving. Go grab your bibles and read Luke 14: 12-14. There
we find Jesus advising a man wealthy enough to hold feasts to not invite his friends or rich neighbors, because if he does they will just repay
him. Instead, Jesus wants the man, and all of his listeners/readers, to
consider what they can do for the poor and downtrodden. Those people
would never be able to repay the kindness of a feast at a rich man’s table, and because of that the rich man would be blessed. This alters our
mindset, doesn’t it? Many times we think of Thanksgiving and even
Christmas and Easter as times we “have to” invite our family and
friends over, and sometimes the only reason we do it is because it’s “our
turn” and we know that next year the responsibility will fall to someone
else in the family tree or at least somewhere in the orchard. Yet, because of the state we find the world in we never consider to invite Joe
from next door who doesn’t have any family anymore and barely makes
enough to live. Sometimes we might throw him a bone and give him a
gift on his doorstep, but what about the social fun that comes with the
feast? Besides, Joe might be more fun than one or another of our inlaws anyway, right? As Thanksgiving approaches I want you to think
about Jesus’ words to his host, who was a ruler of the Pharisees. Then
I want you to answer this question: How might Tree of Life “invite the
poor to Thanksgiving?” Ultimately, we want to invite people to know
Jesus and to the feast which will have no end, but
how can we address people’s needs of body and spirit now in order to also give them Jesus? I am not
proposing that you invite the homeless to your
home, unless you think that is a good idea. I am,
however, asking you to think how we as a church
could collaborate to meet the physical, social, and
ultimately spiritual needs of those around us. If we
all work at this, I know we’ll be blessed, and just
You can reach Pastor
maybe a hurting soul might be comforted and even
Thorson at 214-918-0334 saved. A “feast” for thought anyway. God bless you
or treespastor@gmail.com
and your families this Thanksgiving.
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Lutheran World Relief

Young at Heart

Dear friends at Tree of Life Lutheran Church,

Lots of things are happening from us old
folks; however, we do need your help to make
it all a big success.

Greetings from Lutheran World Relief! We’re so thankful for
your partnership with LWR, your energy and your enthusiasm for serving your neighbors across the world.
I’m excited to be able to share some details about where some
of your items traveled in the last year. You may already have
spotted in your online Tracker record that your Mission Quilts
went to Tanzania departing our warehouse on August 25,
2015.
LWR’s partner in Tanzania is the Christian Council of Tanzania (CCT), a national faith-based organization that supports
many Tanzanian churches in their outreach to people in need
around the country. With 250 small sub-partners, CCT is able
to provide logistical support—including import services,
transportation and secure storage—that allows these partners
to access just the items they need for their ministries.
CCT’s large network allows them to reach 100,000 people in
Tanzania with Quilts and Kits. Schools, orphanages, hospitals, rehabilitation facilities, elder care and assisted living
facilities all benefit from CCT’s organization and your generosity. Mission Quilts provide comfort and warmth when the
temperatures drop at night. Personal care Kits provide critical hygiene supplies to keep families healthy and able to work
and attend school. Baby Care Kits provide essentials for parents to care for the youngest of their children. Fabric Kits
provide important resources for women and men learning a
trade and a way to earn income.

First of all, we are planning a "Country
Store" again this year and hope that you can
help us out with a few donations. This is
the perfect opportunity for you to pass on
those gifts from last year that you really didn't like but didn't know what to do with
them. WELL, now you know!!! Good time to
clean house of all your "dust collectors" and
pass them on!!
Spare diamonds laying
around the house are always welcome.
Please contact Jan Keitch for more information.
November project for Good Samaritan: We're having a "Sock it to them" and
will be collecting socks for adults and children for the month of November. The need
is really great during the Winter
months.
Plan to pick up a few pair when
out shopping.

[Some of our quilts also went to Dubai, in the United Arab
Emirates.]
We’re particularly excited about this shipment because it represents a new way LWR is working to quickly and efficiently
deliver Quilts and Kits after an emergency. In Dubai, we’re
sending your Quilts and Kits to a special United Nations Humanitarian Response Depot (UNHRD) where they’ll stand
ready to be deployed after a disaster.
In the past, it has taken weeks and even months to get Quilts
and Kits on the ground after a disaster, but through this new
partnership, your gifts of love will be much closer to the people who need them. But don’t worry—your Quilts and Kits
won’t sit waiting indefinitely! If an emergency doesn’t call
upon those resources by the end of the summer, we’ll send
them to one of our other partners in that region to fulfill the
needs of families coping with poverty.
Learn more about this shipment by visiting quiltmap.lwr.org.
Click on the country to view a report. We will provide updates
as we put these items in action. Thank you so much for your
partnership in bringing hope to our neighbors in need around
the world. We thank God for you!
Continued blessings on your ministry!
Melanie W. Gibbons
Quilt & Kit Ministry Manager
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New Adult Bible Studies
There is a new Sunday Morning Bible Study
starting in November based on Francis Chan’s
book “Multiply – Disciples Making Disciples”.
There is also an Adult Mid-week class that began on Wednesday, October 21st, but it’s not
to late to get started! The class is based on Michael Newman’s book “The Life You Crave”.
The class will meet every other Wednesday at
7 pm. The next 2 classes will be on Nov. 4th
and Nov. 18th at 7 pm.
Breeze Thru the Leaves

David Hoppe
Geoffrey Lewis
Elaine Dickson
Art Silbernagel

Delores Calhoun
Denise Wendt

11/5
11/5

11/15
11/15
11/20
11/22
Dorothy Hohenberger 11/24
Ryan Williamson 11/26
Chris Maddox
11/27
Amanda Maddox 11/29

The Carter BloodCare bus will be
here at Tree of Life on

Joe & Mary Mobley
Cecil & Dorothy Moore

11/6
11/12

Offerings and Attendance for September
DATE

SS

Sunday, November 8th

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

from 9:30 AM—12:00 AM.

9/6/15

30

92

$5,395*

$600

$540

Please consider donating blood at this
time. More than four million Americans
would die each year if not for blood
donors. In our community alone, more
than 1,000 people a day must donate
blood in order to maintain our local
blood supply.

9/13/15

27

91

$2,898*

$400

$290

9/20/15

33

73

$3,278

$600

$328

9/27/15

29

81

$3,827

$400

$383

15,398

$2,000

$1,541

Most medications are acceptable as
long as your “mini-physical” shows that
your blood pressure, temperature and
blood hemoglobin levels are OK.

Pastor is inviting the Groves to
stay and have lunch with him.
The Groves are asked to bring
sides and desserts.
November 1—Maple - Mobley

Total for September

*Planned for each week—$4,845 Planned for in September—$19,380

Offerings and Attendance for October
DATE

SS

10:30 General
Offering

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

10/4/15

28

81

$4,696*

$500

$470

10/11/15

37

105

$3.832*

$500

$383

10/1815

21

98

$9,502*

$500

$950

$

$

10/2515
Total for October

*
$*

*Planned for each week—$4,845; Planned for in October$19,380

November 8—Olive - Hill
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From Seminary Student, Tim Anas
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

me in praying for the work that she’s doing.

I’m writing to your on a very cold day in Saint Louis. It’s only
55 degrees outside, which would be normal back home in
Wisconsin but is a real shock to the system after last week’s
highs over 85 degrees! The cold snap is a stark reminder of
what’s to come. The cool weather causes us students to snap
to attention, hit the books, and dig in for yet another school
year.

Classes are more of the same; it’s a great joy,
though, to return to classes with my fellow classmates and talk about all of the theological questions raised during vicarage. Many questions in
class begin with, “On my vicarage we did…”
These discussions are helpful and essential to my
formation. As I look toward the end of the year
and cooler weather, I’d love to come visit you in
person. Please, contact me; I’ll visit with you,
lead worship, or even preach if you like. Email or
call me anytime!

Due to a communication issue at the Seminary, I haven’t
written to you for awhile. I hope this letter finds you in good
health, blessed by our Lord. It’s so good to be able to write to
you again. There’s much to say, but here are a few quick updates. Toni and I finished our vicarage just two miles west of
downtown Chicago to great success, thanks to the Holy Spirit. Throughout the year we saw an additional 9 baptisms and
15 adolescents join our congregation at First Immanuel Lutheran. Many of these teens had hardly been to church before, ever! A student at Concordia University Chicago who’s a
senior is taking over the programs that Toni and I built from
scratch that connect with an average of 60 kids regularly.
Looking back, we’re in awe of the power that is behind the
simple message of Jesus Christ. I pray that this message permeates your communities as well!
On Sunday July 12th, my last Sunday at First Immanuel, I
had some of the teen young men load up a Uhaul in Chicago,
and I hit the road that very afternoon, to start class...the next
morning, July 13th. A group of young men from Timothy Lutheran here in St. Louis greeted me as I arrived, late in the
evening, and they hustled everything into my apartment. I
crashed on the floor for the night, then drove the Uhaul to
school in the morning. Though stressful at the time, it’s comical to look back upon the hectic move. Timothy Lutheran in
St. Louis has invited me on staff, half time, to work as a Family Advocate. My job consists of connecting with the youth
and families who are either New Lutherans or New Americans, meaning they didn’t grow up Lutheran and/or they are
from another country. Though I was away for a year, many of
the relationships at Timothy were quickly reestablished.
Toni has been recruited to relaunch a Lutheran school in a
very dilapidated part of the city of Saint Louis. It’s one of
those neighborhoods that is always on the news, wrapped in
caution tape. She’s hard at work, though, as the Early Childhood Education Director. She only has 6 students in her
class, but we have faith that the Spirit will continue to move
in this neighborhood. The neighborhood is ripe for the message of Jesus, to create change and restore broken families,
broken homes, and a myriad of other problems. Please join
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Until we meet again, may God’s peace be with
you!
Tim Anas
Concordia Seminary

We wanted to say that we are so Blessed to
have such a loving and supportive family
here at Tree of Life. Thank you all so
much for being a part of the joining of our
two families through the union of Desiree’
and Nathan. Your words of encouragement and support for our children is a direct reflection of God’s love for us all.
With God’s Love from the Melton and
Matzek families

The Matzek family would like to extend a
heart felt thank you to Pastor Thorson and all
of our friends in Christ. Your prayers, cards,
food, hard work, and support have been an
important blessing to us as we mourn the loss
of our loved one.
God bless all of you,
The Matzeks
Breeze Thru the Leaves

Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
Fax:972-226-1545
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Thanksgiving Bags

Door Code Has Changed

Good Samaritans of Garland is committed to providing 450
Thanksgiving dinners to families in need in Garland and the Garland ISD. These bags (including the list of items requested) are
located in the fellowship hall. If you are able, please pick up a bag,
fill it with the requested items and return it to TOL by Sunday, Nov.
8th. Thank you for sharing the love of Jesus with others!

The code for the kitchen door has been
changed. If you need access to the church
outside of Sunday morning or regular business hours, please call Pastor at 214-9180334.

Camp Discovery VBS Mission funds pooled together
to make BIG things happen for the BIG CITY MISSION!

Make plans to have dinner at Joe Willy’s
in Rockwall on the evening of Sunday,
November 8th. This is always a great
event with lots of great food and fellowship and great service by our senior youth.
Joe Willy’s is located at 2006 South
Goliad Street in Rockwall in the shopping
center with Hobby Lobby.
This is a fundraiser for the Senior
Youth’s trip to the LCMS National Youth
Gathering in New Orleans, LA in July
2016.

