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A Mighty Fortress
If you have a hymnal, I invite you to pick it up and read the hymn A
Mighty Fortress Is Our God. At the end of the third verse is the line, “One little
word can fell/subdues him,” referring to Satan. As I was growing up that
phrase never really bothered me too much. Then I got to college and my thinking years began (and thankfully ended when I realized I was bad at it). During
that time, I wondered what that little word was. I did a lot of study at the time
and was absolutely confounded by what this word that could fell the Devil was.
Then I spoke with one of my theology professors. Professor Reek was his name.
He was a straight shooter and a chain smoker. He looked me in the eye and
said through that raspy smoker’s voice with all love, “Clint you fool! That word
is baptism.” At first I thought he was wrong. I thought that the word
“baptism” couldn’t possibly be the word. But, over the years since then, I realized that he wasn’t talking about the word “baptism” itself, so much as the
Word in baptism. In baptism we receive this promise, seal and guarantee from
God our Father through Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit, “Mine!” In baptism
you are taken from the devil by God. That word uttered by Jesus through water and the Word “fells” Satan and all his schemes. Here is a baptism rite that
Luther wrote. After making the sign of the cross on the candidate, Luther says
this:
So hearken now, thou miserable devil, adjured by the name of the
eternal God and of our Savior Jesus Christ, and depart trembling
and groaning, conquered together with thy hatred, so that thou shalt
have nothing to do with the servant of God who now seeks that which
is heavenly and renounces thee and thy world, and shall live in
blessed immortality. Give glory therefore now to the Holy Ghost who
cometh and descendeth from the loftiest castle of heaven in order to
destroy thy deceit and treachery, and having cleansed the heart with
the divine fountain, to make it ready, a holy temple and dwelling of
God, so that this servant of God, freed from all guilt
of former sin, may always give thanks to the eternal
God and praise his name forever and ever. Amen.
Then Luther would baptize the person into the Triune
name. Notice Luther’s trust in God’s promise. With that
promise on his tongue Luther, unashamedly, orders Satan around. He, unafraid, demands of the devil praise to
the Almighty God for the entrance of another soul into
God’s Mighty Fortress. We too can rub salt in the
You can reach Pastor
wounds of the devil by relying on God’s mighty fortress
Thorson at 214-918-0334 in which we are now sheltered. Amen.
or treespastor@gmail.com
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College Connection
Do you have a son or daughter who is going
to college? We need his or her address to
send them greetings throughout the year.
Whether they are living at home or off at
school please give their address to the office
so we can stay in touch.
Also, we are taking donations to buy gift
cards to send to our students. This is a real
boost for morale to get greetings and a gift
from friends at home. Please see the display
in the fellowship hall to donate.

Coming Soon!
New Adult Bible Studies
There is a new Sunday Morning Bible Study starting in November based on Francis Chan’s book
“Multiply – Disciples Making Disciples”.

There will also be an Adult Mid-week class beginning on Wednesday, October 21st at 7 PM. It is
based on Michael Newman’s book “The Life You
Crave”. The class will meet every other Wednesday. If you are interested in attending either of
these classes please see the sign-up sheets posted next to the nursery so that we can order
books.

Young at Heart will meet at the church for a
potluck on Tuesday, October 13th at 11:30
AM. If the weather is decent, you may want
to bring a sack lunch and meet under the pavilion. Decision to be made a little closer to
Oct. 12th.
For the Fall Festival on Oct. 24th and we
will have a few stones on display somewhere
near the pavilion. We are planning to open
our Country Store by mid-November. Watch
for further announcements on our Grand
Opening date!!!!
Also, we are planning a "Sock it to Me" table
to benefit Good Samaritan. They have
asked that we do this earlier in the year.
Please look for "socks" on sale now. The date
will be determined at our October meeting.

The Carter BloodCare bus will be
here at Tree of Life on
Sunday, November 8th
from 9:30 AM—12:00 AM.
Please consider donating blood at this
time. More than four million Americans
would die each year if not for blood
donors. In our community alone, more
than 1,000 people a day must donate
blood in order to maintain our local blood
supply.
Most medications are acceptable as long
as your “mini-physical” shows that your
blood pressure, temperature and blood
hemoglobin levels are OK.
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Jimmy Hohenberger 10/1
Jack Allison
10/7

Joe Mobley
Vicki Hill
Janiece Brown
Wayne Altom
Garry Samples
Dana Estilow
Joy Green
Aliyah Thorson
Janet Schutz
Jon Hunter

10/7
10/9
10/10
10/11
10/11
10/12
10/18
10/18
10/24
10/25

Joe & Joy Green

10/13

Offerings and Attendance for September
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

In October (and into November)
Pastor is inviting the Groves to
stay and have lunch with him.
The Groves are asked to bring
sides and desserts.
October 4—Walnut - Warren
October 11—Hickory - Nixon
October 18—Live Oak - Jander
October 25—Pecan & Palm Hinkel & Livingston

Mission
Tithe

9/6/15

30

92

$5,395*

$600

$540

9/13/15

27

91

$2,898*

$400

$290

9/20/15

33

73

$3,278

$600

$328

9/27/15
Total for September
*Planned for each week—$4,845 Planned for in September—$19,380

Offerings and Attendance for August
DATE

SS

10:30 General
Offering

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

8/2/15

35

93

$7,280*

$700

$728

8/9/15

36

89

$3.068*

$600

$307

November 1—Maple - Mobley

8/16/15

35

87

$4,049*

$600

$405

November 8—Olive - Hill

8/23/15

NA

79

$3,227*

$400

$323

8/30/15

31

97

$4,076

$300

$408

$21,700*

$2,600

$2,171

Total for August

*Planned for each week—$4,845; Planned for in August $24,225
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Tree of Life family,
Charlie, Mom and I would once again like
to thank all of you for the love and kindness
you have shown us this year. The gift of cash
that was given to us was truly a great blessing.
This was really helpful during the time Charlie
was unable to work due to being so busy taking
care of Mom and me.
Our God is truly an awesome God who has
blessed us with a loving church family and
friends. Thanks again for all that you have
done. God's blessings.
Charlie & Gloria Melton

OneHarvest Food Ministry
Tree of Life is no longer participating in the
OneHarvest Food Ministry. It was agreed upon in Church Council in September that this
was not an effective use of our resources.
Thank you to all who were a part of this ministry though the past 2 1/2 years.

Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you for your wonderful gift of $745.28.
Your donation is already at work on behalf of
Concordia Seminary’s mission of preparing the
church’s future pastors, missionaries, deaconesses and leaders.
Your gift has arrived just as the Seminary’s very
successful summer terms are ending. Soon additional future servants of our Lord will be arriving
on campus to begin the new academic year.
Please enjoy the latest news and take advantage
of Concordia Seminary resources by visiting the
seminary’s website: www.csl.edu.

Thanks again! Your support of Concordia Seminary makes an eternal difference! Please know
that every penny you send is used carefully to
advance this mission of preparing those who will
serve the Lord and His people for decades to
come. Your gift is a great encouragement to all of
our students. Perhaps someone preparing here
now will one day serve in your own congregation
or the congregation of one of your laved ones.
Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President
Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis

Reformation Service
There will be a joint Reformation service
held on the evening of Sunday, October
25th at Our Savior Lutheran Church in
Rockwall. If you plan to attend, please sign
up on the sheet on the Information Center
- this is not a commitment to attend, it just
gives us an idea how to plan. Also, plans
are being made to have a combined
choir. If you are interested in singing,
please let Pastor or Kara know.
More details coming soon.
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TOL Media of the Month
As we are about to enter into the busy holiday season it is good to be reminded of our
blessings. We may face situations beyond
our reserves but never beyond God's resources.
This months library book feature is from
Sugarcreek Amish Mysteries, Blessings In
Disguise by Nancy Mehl.
Come check it out.
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
Fax:972-226-1545
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Fall Festival
Saturday, October 24th

Needs:


We are looking for a good deal on
real mini-pumpkins for the kids to
paint. If anyone sees a great price
let us know. We are planning for 100
kids.



Volunteers are most important. Your
time is the most valuable thing that
can be donated. We were very
short handed last year. We only had
one person face painting for all
three hours. Please pray about if this
is something you can do.

3—6 PM
FREE food, games, music,
hayrides, bounce house,
sack races and more!
Children are welcome to wear
their Halloween costumes.
Invite your family and friends!

Sign-ups for volunteer times, candy,
and food are in the fellowship hall.

