August 2015

Breeze Thru the Leaves
Tree of Life Lutheran Church

Comfort in Confrontation, Thanks in Thorns
The world is messed up in a lot of ways, drugs, gangs, terror, hate and
on and on the list goes. But then again, we knew that already. The
ultimate reason is of course sin, but knowing that doesn’t do us much
good. In fact, because we know it we are tempted to fall into another
sort of sin. Let me explain. Because the world is messed up and often
times a very hostile place for Christians to live, especially when we are
confronted and accosted by people who want to reconcile their own
comfortable sins with God, it is easy to think that we should just give
up on the world. Instead of constantly living with the thorns of accusation and misunderstanding, instead of dealing with the constant barrage of our past mistakes being brought up it would be really easy to
find a nice quiet spot on the earth where we only interacted with other
Christians. The problem in doing this is that we’d be doing the exact
opposite of what God asks of his people. So, guess what! We get to live
right in the middle of the confrontation. We get to live with the thorns
and discord others have for us. But, we can do so with thanksgiving
because of the comfort that our God gives us. Take a moment to read
Psalm 9. This Psalm is a prophecy for the church that still holds true
today. It reminds us that in the middle of persecution the Lord is with
us. He is our refuge during conflict. When we are in pain from the
thorns, God has not forsaken us, but stands ready to uphold our cause.
Read it again. In the midst of turmoil and strife, the Psalmist is singing praise and thanksgiving to God who is the one maintaining the
writers just cause. This Psalm in my mind also foreshadows Jesus’
own words in John 16, where he assures his disciples that though they
might suffer in the world, he has overcome that very same world. He
is the ruler seated on his throne for justice, your justice. He is the one
who will rebuke the nations so that we can continue in our mission, the
Great Commission. So even in the midst of confrontation with our own government, we can take
comfort in our God. Because of that we can be
thankful that God might take our thorns, be they
terrorists, politicians or just random troublemakers, and through our “discipling” of the world turn
them into our brothers and sisters who seek Jesus
and his shelter. Take heart! Do not retreat! God
You can reach Pastor
is with you. He has saved you and through you he
Thorson at 214-918-0334
might even save a thorn or two. God’s peace!
or treespastor@gmail.com
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Kroger Community Rewards

Pavilion Golf Tournament

Thank you for supporting Tree of Life with the Kroger
Community Rewards program. We are now going into
the final cycle of the 2014/2015 program year. Kroger
Community Rewards program donates $1.5 million to
local churches, schools, and community organizations
yearly. We want to remind you that August 1, 2015 is
the first day supporters can start RELINKING their
Kroger Plus Card for the 2015/2016 program to continue supporting Tree of Life. Starting August 30, 2015,
any time you shop at Kroger using your Kroger Plus
Card, you will be accumulating rewards toward Tree of
Life for the 2015-2016 program. REMEMBER, purchases will not count for Tree of Life until you register your card online. Again, thanks for participating
in our Kroger Community Rewards program!

Tree of Life Pavilion Golf Tournament
netted just short of $4,000.00 – including the funds from Thrivent. Thank
you to everyone who participated and/
or donated. Also, a big thanks to Jeff
Matzek for organizing the event. Great
job!

INSTRUCTIONS FOR KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS SUPPORTERS: The first day you can link
your Kroger plus Card to your organization is August 1,
2015. All supporters must have a registered Kroger
Plus card account online to be able to link their card to
an organization. • Do you use your phone number at
the register? Call 800-576-4377 and select option 4 to
get your Plus Card number. • If you do not have a Kroger plus Card, they are available at the customer service
desk at any Kroger. Register online at
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com.
If you are a new online customer, click on SIGN UP
TODAY in the ‘New Customer?’ box to register. o To
sign up you will need to enter your zip code, click on
favorite store, enter your email address, create a password, and agree to the terms and conditions. o Once
you are done entering your information you will get a
message asking you to check your e-mail inbox and
click on the link within the body of the e-mail that was
sent.
Already have an account? • Click on My Account and
use your email address and password to proceed to the
next step. • Once you are logged in, click on Edit Kroger
Community Rewards information and input your Kroger
Plus card number. • Update or confirm your information.
• Enter your NPO’s number or name of organization or
select an organization from the list and click on confirm.
• To verify that you enrolled correctly, you will see your
organizations name on the right side of your information
page. Remember, a customer must swipe their registered Kroger plus Card or use their Alt ID when shopping for each purchase to count. If you have problems
signing in or creating an account please call Online Account Customer Service: 1-866-221-4141
Tree of Life is NPO #61095
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Young at Heart
Young at Heart is taking a break in
August due to many being out of town,
recuperating from surgeries, etc. We will
meet again in September.

Opportunity to Help Others
Are you looking for a way to serve your
fellow church members but don't want to be on
a committee or serve on a board or have to
show up for meetings???? Do we have a place
for you!!!
From time to time we have a
need for someone who could bake a cake or fix a
salad; that could be you!!!! There are people in
the congregation who need a little help and we
can show our love with a very simple act of
providing a meal.
We are just asking you to sign up on
our "Oh please let me help" list (posted on
the workroom window by the office) and we
promise we'll let you help out maybe every 2 to
3 months. When people are shut in or have
had surgeries, etc. What a great opportunity
for all of us to serve!
We also need someone to be in charge. If
you are a "take charge" person, then this is an
opportunity for you. You can get 2 or 3 people
to cook on the same day, have someone to deliver, etc. Put this on your prayer list and contact
Pastor if you are willing to consider this project. God bless you.
Breeze Thru the Leaves

Liberty Presnell
Caran Karlin
KC Caekaert
Genny Mosier
Jenni Null

8/1
8/2
8/3
8/4
8/4

Judy Warren
Shirley Kuske
Nathan Matzek
Jordan Green
Pam Hinkel
Scott Crowder
Andrew Gargani
Albert Pankonien
David Cody
Gary Acker
Cleone Altom
Nancy Harper
Justin Green

8/8
8/11
8/14
8/15
8/15
8/17
8/20
8/23
8/24
8/27
8/27
8/27
8/28

Jimmy & Dorothy Hohenberger 8/1
Bob & Kaye Green
8/9
Jeff & Mary Ellen Matzek
8/9
Scott & Denise Dalrymple
8/14
Rick & Kathy Woolery
8/18

Offerings and Attendance for July
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Camp Discovery VBS was a great success!
We had 27 students attend—23 were visitors! Thank you to all the volunteers who
made this possible:
Mary Mobley, Sandra Melton, Haley
Melton, Keith Melton, Austin Karlin, Rick
Woolery, Jordan Green, Logan Nixon,
Betty Nixon, Jessica Hagen, Luke Hunter,
Jon Hunter, Betty Woods, Janice Nichols,
Amanda Maddox, Jeremy Maddox, Dustin
Hurt-Klein , Pastor Thorson, Katie Jander,
Kara Jander, Janet Schutz, Judy Brown,
Lisa Theriot & Scott Crowder.
Young at Heart (Light Supper)
Board of Fellowship (Light Supper)
Board of Elders (Cook "in")
Board or Education (Light Supper)
Thank you to all the people that helped
set up and take down. Thank you to all the
people that donated items, food and
money.
Praise the Lord that we continue to be
able to be the hands, heart and feet of
Jesus to those in our community!

Mission
Tithe

7/5/15

31

89

$7,748*

$100

$775

7/12/15

32

100

$3,370*

$500

$337

7/19/15

22

63

$3,008*

$100

$301

7/26/15

37

78

$6,621

$100

$662

$20,747

$800

$2,075

Total for July

*Planned for each week—$4,845 Planned for in July—$19,380

Offerings and Attendance for June
DATE

SS/ 10:30 General
SunOffering
rise

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

6/7/15

36

101

$6,016*

$400

$602

6/14/15

29

99

$4,670*

$100

$467

6/21/15

28

81

$2,613*

$400

$261

6/28/15

35

71

$3,227*

$400

$323

$16,526*

$1,300

$1,653

Total for June

*Planned for each week—$4,845; Planned for in June$19,380
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#Not4Sale
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
We logged on to the Internet and Facebook yesterday
only to be hit with a sickening story: undercover video footage seemingly implicating Planned
Parenthood in the sale of the body parts of aborted
children.
In the video, Planned Parenthood Federation of
America’s Senior Director of Medical Services, Dr.
Deborah Nucatola, discusses how she adjusts abortion procedures to procure certain parts of a child’s
body, even as she notes that “we’ve been very good at
getting heart, lung, liver.”
Listen long enough, if you can handle it, and you’ll
hear her suggest that such items could eventually be
listed on a Planned Parenthood “menu” for affiliate
organizations to purchase for a price.
Later in the day, Planned Parenthood released a
“nothing to see here” kind of statement, asserting
that the discussion was merely one revolving around
a patient’s right to donate tissue, as with any medical
procedure. But why does Nucatola then mention the
costs of body parts (“Thirty to one hundred dollars,”
she says)?
Lord, have mercy.
If what Nucatola says is, in fact, the truth, we as
Christians cannot allow this story to go untold or be
buried by the media. We simply cannot remain silent
while the reprehensible act of killing a child in the
womb is made even worse by selling portions of that
child’s dismembered body simply because there is a
market for them.
Speaking up about the shameful act of killing children — as well as harvesting their body parts — may
be uncomfortable. We may lose friends and create
awkward tension at work. Our professors may mock
us, and our family may roll their eyes at us. If that is
the case, so be it. Because as Lutherans, as Christians,
we are for life, no matter the cost.
As Lutherans, we confess that every life has value,
that it has worth, that it matters … from the moment
of conception until natural death occurs. We confess
that what Nucatola calls “17-weekers” are actually
children — with beating hearts and little moving fingers and toes.
We confess that even the tiniest of humans are just
that — regardless of what scientific term the culture
uses to make them seem like something less. We confess that they are created in the image and likeness of
our Lord Himself. And we confess that because of
Him, their hearts and lungs and livers matter, no
matter how small they might be.
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We also admit our own failings in this regard. Where we
have failed to speak and act for life, we repent. Where
we have not cared for mothers in crisis-pregnancy situations, we ask for forgiveness. Where we have thought
more of ourselves than giving to an organization that
can assist those moms and babies, we are sorry. Where
we have been apathetic to this pandemic of death, we
grieve.
But we are not without hope, because our Lord is for life
too.
He is so pro-life, in fact, that He has given His own life
for us, even as He has laid it down for these tiniest of
children. Where their short lives are taken, He offers up
His willingly. Where their little bodies are sold, He gives
His freely to us at His holy table for the forgiveness of
our sins.
Today let us confess life with renewed vigor — to our
friends over supper, through letters to the editor of our
local paper, by writing our congressmen, in tweets and
emails to Planned Parenthood, on our Facebook pages.
Let us pray that our Lord would bring an end to abortion altogether and that He would stop the horrible sale
of infant bodies.
And let us pray that He would forgive us, renew us and
bolster us to make a good confession in season and out
of season: one that is always, no matter what, for life.
Rev. Bart Day, executive director
Life and Health Ministries
LCMS Office of National Mission
More information is on the LCMS website:
http://blogs.lcms.org/2015/second-plannedparenthood-video

TOL Library Media of the Month
This month we would like to recommend:
“All the Women of the Bible” by Edith Deen.
It is a comprehensive history with more than
300 biographies--a feminine portrait gallery of
saints, sorceresses, faithful mothers and
wives, queens, and business women, the
famous and infamous women of the Bible.
Check it out!
Breeze Thru the Leaves

GloryBound Report

From LCMS President
Rev. Matthew C. Harrison
Dear friends in Christ,
The Lord be with you.
In 2013, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS)
convention asked me to appoint a task force to address
questions about the practice of licensed laymen who are
preaching and administering the Sacraments in LCMS
congregations (2013 Resolution 4-06A).

THANK YOU! The Senior Youth want to thank
the members of Tree of Life for their support and
encouragement for the GloryBound trip. We
learned that we are MARKED for belonging, redemption, service and worship. We served others
by doing landscaping and washing windows at the
Comal County Senior Center in New Braunfels
and by bringing and assembling school supplies
for South Texas students. We studied God’s word.
We were inspired by other Christians in many different circumstances. We were entertained and
while laughing we learned about God’s love. We
worshipped the Lord in word and song and in partaking of the sacrament of Holy Communion. We
witnessed the baptism of several teens. This was a
wonderful experience and we couldn’t have done it
without your love and support at our events – garage sale, Joe Willy’s night, Valentine sale, Cookie
walk, etc. Ask a youth what their favorite
part of GloryBound was and what they
learned!

Quilt for Sale
Do you love wolves? Maybe have a cabin that
needs a cozy quilt. The Quilters have made a
lovely gray and black “wolf quilt”. If you are
interested in buying it, please see Kaye Green.
Proceeds will go to purchase more quilting
supplies.

Ceramics Help Needed
Does anyone do ceramics? If so, please contact Lee Wilson who is in need of some guidance and information.

Our Synod has, for over 25 years, struggled with the question of how to provide pastoral care for congregations and
missions — typically with small numbers of individuals —
facing challenging circumstances, such as geographical
isolation, limited financial resources, or when a mission
or congregation consists of individuals from an ethnic or
linguistic minority. These are genuine practical dilemmas, and the church needs to address them with theological fidelity.
We have struggled because, too often, the theological
concern and the practical concern have been put in opposition to each other. We cannot continue on such a
course, for it leads not only to disputes and, sadly, rancor,
but also suggests that a church has to choose between a
focus on sharing the Gospel and theological integrity. I
believe we all know that such a false alternative is contrary to the Gospel itself. We have to proclaim the Gospel,
and it has to be the true Gospel. Theology and practice
must always be inextricably linked!
The task force I appointed has addressed this matter. I
believe they have done so in a way that holds together
both the church’s mission and its theology. I commend
their report to the Synod for study. The executive summary provides a synopsis of the report.

http://blogs.lcms.org/2015/task-force-reporton-licensed-lay-deacons-available
http://www.lcms.org/convention
This is being released a year in advance of our next convention, so that we have time to consider this and discuss
it. Reactions to the report are welcomed and can be submitted at lcms.org/response/4-06A. My prayer, and that
of the task force, is that we would reach a God-pleasing
consensus that enables the Synod to move forward in
faithfulness to our Lord’s call to share the one true word
of hope — the Gospel of life and salvation — with all the
nations.
In Christ,
Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison,
President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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Greetings on this day the Lord has provided us to
serve Him!
Thank you on behalf of the Board of Directors of
the South Dakota District, LCMS for the gift received to provide financial help to Zion Lutheran
Church and those individuals afflicted by the intense storm on May 10, 2015. This gift is a wonderful way of sharing your blessings with Zion
Lutheran congregation and its members who
have sustained losses of personal property and
are suffering from the effects of the tornado.
Your gift, along with the other gifts received, will
help Zion to begin again its ministry and its members to begin their recovery to a normal life.
Please continue to pray for Zion congregation, its
members, and the community of Delmont afflicted
by this devastating storm.
With joy and gratitude, we send our sincere
thanks for this gift.
Amount of Gift
Date Received
Reference No.

$252.00
7/20/2015
RV-31427

Sincerely in His service,
Randall L. Gayken, Business Manager
South Dakota District—LCMS

Dear Friends in Christ,
It was a great blessings to receive your donation
of $495.78. With so many students beginning
their preparations during these summer months,
your gift is perfectly timed to encourage them as
they prepare to serve as the church’s pastors,
missionaries, deaconesses, and leaders. Thank
you!
During these summer months, we are blessed to
host visitors as well as special gatherings including alumni reunions and Vocatio, an opportunity
designed to identify, inform, and encourage youth
with respect to church work vocations.
Your support during these summer months is a
special blessing because donations to the Sem are
often less this time of year. Your support is used
carefully to prepare shepherds who will preach,
teach, and live God’s Word as they share the Gospel with the flock and reach out in love to the
lost. The seminary’s mission and ministry would
simply not be possible without your prayers,
faithful service and generous support.
Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President
Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis

Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
Thank You so much for the gift of cash you gave us after the death of our son, Doug. It helped so
much, as Doug had no insurance and very little money set aside for something like this. I couldn’t
believe how much things had gone up in the four years since our daughter, Darcy, passed away.
Doug is now side by side with Darcy under a beautiful Crepe Myrtle tree, in a very quiet, country cemetery in Scurry, TX.
Thank you also for all your prayers, visits, and food during this difficult time. Once more, we
“Thank you”.
Shari, Con & Debra Oppegard
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
Fax:972-226-1545
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

We will again collect school supplies for the students
of Toler Elementary. Many families cannot afford to
buy school supplies. You can show them Christ’s love
by helping out. When you are out doing your shopping and see a bargain, just pick up a couple of
school supplies for Toler and place them in the donation box by the office. A list of needed supplies is
posted at church and on our website. Thanks!

Rally Day is Sunday, August 23rd. There will special activities during the Sunday School hour. Also,
keeping with tradition, we will go bowling at the
Rowlett Bowl-a-Rama after worship. All ages are
invited. The cost is $10 per person and includes
shoe rental, 1 1/2 hours of bowling and sodas. You
can pay the day of the event. There will be a signup sheet posted by the office, so please let us know
if you plan to attend.

Dear Pastor Thorson, and all the Saints at Tree
of Life,
Thank you for your generous donation ($280) to
POBLO International! Your financial partnership allows us to continue meeting the physical,
social, and spiritual needs of those we come in
contact with in the United States and beyond.
Thank you so much for your partnership and
support. You are enabling POBLO in reaching
those who do not know Jesus as the only true
Lord and Savior. Thank you!
Rev. Farrukh Khan
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

