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Christian Freedom
In light of the celebration of our country’s freedom, I invite you also
to consider your Christian Freedom. Please take a moment to read 1
Corinthians 9: 12b-27. With that in mind, what do you think freedom is? That may sound like a silly question, but I want you to really consider it. Does our freedom, civil or Christian, mean that we can
do anything we like? Are we free to break the law or live however we
wish? Not unless we’re willing to go to jail or suffer other, more eternal consequences. Freedom is not complete and total autonomy. Rather when we are free from one thing, we are bound to another. In
the civil realm, America is the land of the free, a government for the
people by people, or at least it should be. But, that freedom does not
mean that we tolerate lawlessness and absolute autonomy. There
are still laws and governing authorities in place in order to maintain
peace. In the Christian life, we have freedom to practice a variety of
things, such as yoga and martial arts, we are free to consume all
forms of food and beverage, we can worship our Lord in a variety of
ways. But, we do that knowing that Jesus is Lord, neither practicing
some form of pseudo spiritualism nor partaking in excess of anything. We do all of that with Christ’s forgiveness in our minds, not
allowing anything but him to become lord of our lives. One of my favorite sayings because of my military connections and interest is this,
“Freedom isn’t free.” This statement is truer than you know. Not only have many men and women shed their blood and sacrificed their
time for our freedom in the here and now; not only did Jesus purchase you at a price with eternal consequences; but, your freedom is
freedom from the tyranny of sin and other unjust rulers, but willing
servanthood or even slavery to the law of God and the authority he
wields through governments and civil law. We
never separate ourselves from the law of God, for
it has been fulfilled not abolished in Jesus. Furthermore, as Christians we never allow our freedom to get in the way of the Gospel. Instead, we
become slaves for the sake of others that through
our lives they might come to know and enjoy the
same Christian freedoms we have in Christ JeYou can reach Pastor
sus. Just remember, freedom is in no way free,
Thorson at 214-918-0334
but that is a good thing. God’s peace.
or treespastor@gmail.com
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Opportunity to Help Others
Are you looking for a way to serve your fellow
church members but don't want to be on a committee or serve on a board or have to show up for
meetings???? Do we have a place for you!!! From
time to time we have a need for someone who
could bake a cake or fix a salad; that could be
you!!!! There are people in the congregation who
need a little help and we can show our love with
a very simple act of providing a meal.
We are just asking you to sign up on our "Oh
please let me help" list and we promise we'll let
you help out maybe every 2 to 3 months. When
people are shut in or have had surgeries,
etc.
What a great opportunity for all of us to
serve.

Summer Sunday School can use your help.
We need paper tubes—toilet paper, paper
towel and/or gift wrap tubes. Also, we still
have a few Sundays to fill so please prayerfully consider if you could teach a week during the Summer to give our “regular” teachers a break.

We also need someone to be in charge. If you
are a "take charge" person, then this is an opportunity for you. You can get 2 or 3 people to cook
on the same day, have someone to deliver,
etc. Put this on your prayer list and contact
Pastor if you are willing to consider this
project. God bless you.

From Concordia Seminary
Dear Friends in Christ,
It was a great blessing to receive your donation of
$685.86. With so many students beginning their
preparations during these summer months your gift
is perfectly timed to encourage them as they prepare
to serve as the church’s pastors, missionaries, deaconesses and leaders. Thank you!
During these summer months, we are blessed to host
visitors as well as special gatherings including alumni reunions and Vocatio, an opportunity designed to
identify, inform, and encourage youth with respect to
church work vocations.
Your support during these summer months is a special blessing because donations to the Sem are often
less this time of year. Your support is used carefully
to prepare shepherds who will preach, teach and live
God’s Word as they share the Gospel with the flock
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The Young at Heart meeting will be at
the church on Tuesday, July 14th at our
usual time. That's 11:30 A.M. to any new
comers who would care to join us. Potluck will be the menu choice and you
can always plan on a wonderful meal
and great entertainment!!!!
Bring a friend or neighbor. We will
welcome everyone!

and reach out in love to the lost. The seminary’s mission and ministry would simply not
be possible without your prayers, faithful service and generous support.
Most cordially yours,
Dale A. Meyer, Ph.D.
President
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Betty Woods
7/1
Joe Banda
7/7
David Williams
7/8
John Altom
7/10
Annabelle Maddox 7/10
Mike Morgan
7/10
Ashley Karlin
7/13
Clint Thorson
7/13

Jody Cody
Jeanne Gargani
Britney Karlin
Laura Cantu
Aaron Holzer
Ginny Hoppe
Evelyn Allison
Benji Hunter
Tammy Holzer
Kaye Green
Olivia Lewis
Lynn Hinkel
Nicholas Limerick

7/14
7/14
7/15
7/17
7/18
7/20
7/21
7/21
7/25
7/26
7/28
7/29
7/30

Lee & Christy Kloostra
Ken & Betty Nixon
Jack & Shirley Matzek
Dick & Denise Wendt

7/3
7/5
7/7
7/11
Kenneth & Janiece Brown 7/14

Offerings and Attendance for May
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Dinner at 5:30 PM
VBS 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Friday—Family Picnic
from 6-8 PM
You can help by signing up to bring
items for SNACK TIME. There is a sign-up
sheet on the VBS table in the Fellowship
Hall. Please plan to have your item/s
here by Sunday July 5th.
You can also help by inviting friends,
family, neighbors and co-workers to attend. Register at www.treeoflifelcms.org
Also, please pray that we will spread
the Good News of Jesus in our
community.

Mission
Tithe

5/3/15

30

98

$7,945*

$500

$795

5/10/15

33

77

$4,629*

$200

$463

5/17/15

26

80

$3,485*

$600

$349

5/24/15

26

65

$2,265*

$500

$227

5/31/15

36

89

$4,538

$500

$454

$22,862

$2,300

$2,288

Total for May

*Planned for each week—$4,845 Planned for in May—$24,225

Offerings and Attendance for June
DATE

SS/ 10:30 General
SunOffering
rise

Growing
To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

6/7/15

36

101

$6,016*

$400

$602

6/14/15

29

99

$4,670*

$100

$467

6/21/15

28

81

$2,613*

$400

$261

$*

$

$

$*

$

$

6/28/15
Total for June

*Planned for each week—$4,845; Planned for in June$19,380
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We would like to thank all of you for making my
birthday a great time. What a wonderful place to
celebrate - in HIS house, my favorite place to be.
Pam Swendig, Executive Director of Good
Samaritans of Garland, reports that the
Walmart Gift Cards that we collected with
our Angel Tree are still being put to good
use in the community. These cards are
used in special situations and are a true
blessing to people in need. She says that
Tree of Life is the only group that gives gift
cards to Good Samaritans and she is so
thankful for them and for all of you!

LaWanda Hunter
Dear Pastor Thorson and TOL family,
Words can not express how amazed Charlie,
Mom and I are over the love and words of encouragement that you have all showed us during this
trying time in our lives.
We want to thank you for all the prayers,
cards, food and beautiful flowers that you have
sent to us. We appreciate you taking the time out
of your busy lives to visit Mom at Golden Acres.
This makes her day.
Please continue to keep us in your prayers
during this healing time that is ahead of us. We are
truly blessed to have all of you in our lives. God's
blessings.

Orina Julius, Charlie and Gloria Melton

The Thorson family has a beautiful baby girl –
Anja Lynn
So let’s shower them with a special day!
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Lutheran World Relief
Dear Friends at Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your generous gift of Quilts and
Kits for LWR’s distribution overseas. These gifts
of your hearts and hands are beautiful expressions
of God’s grace and love to people all around the
world. Your care and compassion makes it possible for families and communities to keep themselves healthy, warm, educated, and employed.
Since the beginning of the Syrian Civil War in
March 2011, many Syrian refugees have fled to
Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, and Iraq. Since 2011
LWR has been responding to the Syrian refugee
crisis and thousands of families have been given
access to items that fulfills their basic needs.
Thanks to your generosity, in addition to meeting
immediate needs through shelter repair kits, cash-for-work and water filtration projects, LWR will
also be distributing Quilts, Personal Care Kits,
Baby Care Kits and School Kits to Syrian families
to help them as they rebuild their lives.
On behalf of our neighbors in Lebanon, Jordan,
Turkey, Iraq and countless others in villages,
schools, hospitals and refugee camps around the
world, I extend deepest thanks for your contribution, and pray God’s richest blessings on all of
your ministries!
In Christ,
Melanie W. Gibbons
Quilt & Kit Ministry Manager

Quilt for Sale
Our faithful group of Quilters are selling one
of their lovely, handmade quilts. The cost is
$50 and the proceeds will be used to
purchase more quilt batting to make more
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Please see
Kaye Green or Jan Keitch to make your
purchase.

From LCMS President
Rev. Matthew C. Harrison
Another brutal and senseless killing spree by a crazed
gunman, motivated by racial hatred, sends our thoughts
swirling between despair and numbness. Why were these
nine Christians martyred as they were taking in the lifegiving Word of God in Christian Bible study? We know
and are too often reminded that there is horrid evil in this
world, and an “evil one” who bedevils the minds of such
killers. Jesus said it would be so (John 17:15).
As the world devolves around us from insanity to insanity, I’m reminded of the statement of John Adams that
“Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government
of any other.” Nowhere is that more true than in the case
of the Second Amendment. As both religion and morality
are on steep decline among us, we can only expect more
of this insanity by individuals unhinged from the safety of
families and a society normed by natural law and influenced by the genuine teaching of the Bible. “Love your
neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31).
No truth of the New Testament is so loudly stated by Jesus than that the Triune God is the creator of all people
(Matt. 19:4); that God loves all (John 3:16); that all are
equally indebted to God and valuable to Him (2 Cor.
5:14–15; John 8:12). Racism is a fundamental denial of
the Word of God (cf. Acts 2:5ff.; Matt. 15:21ff.) and natural law. “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal” (Declaration of Independence).
The denial of human rights, maltreatment of persons due
to race, including the forbidding of the right for a man
and a woman to marry without regard to race, is contrary
to natural and divinely revealed law (Holy Scripture). It
also contradicts the universality of the truth of the Gospel
of Christ, who died for all (Romans 3:9–10, 19; 2 Cor.
5:19).
We mourn the loss of these dear Christians and pray for
their loved ones. May they be consoled by “the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting,” and the picture
of heaven painted by St. John in Revelation of “a great
multitude that no one could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, with palm branches in their hands” (Revelation
7:9).
We reject racism and racially motivated hatred in all its
forms. We repent where we have fallen short, and we
pray for strength to stand for what is good and right and
true. We pray for the perpetrator and his family, even as
we demand the swift execution of justice.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Pastor Matthew C. Harrison
President
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
Fax:972-226-1545
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

After years of faithful service as
TOL’s Organist and Choir Director,
we wish David Bush a fond
farewell. Thank you for sharing
your gifts with us in the Lord’s
service! God’s blessings to you
David in your future endeavors.

GloryBound participants will be filling backpacks with school supplies for South Texas
children. You can help with this project by
donating needed supplies! Supplies can be
dropped off in the donation box by the office.
Wide-ruled notebook paper
Spiral notebooks
#2 pencils
Colored pencils
Sets of markers
Composition books
Backpacks

