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Root Canals and Other Things
As I write this note for the Breeze I am waiting for 2:30 pm to roll
around so that I can go get my first (and hopefully last) root canal. I do
not say this looking for sympathy, but I wanted to get you to think about
some of the things in your lives that will be good but aren’t very fun to
look forward to. Perhaps it was an operation of some sort. Or, maybe it
was a time when you had to tell a friend or family member that they
needed to stop what they were doing because it was wrong. Most of
these things are good and necessary, but they are not very fun. Now, I
want you to think about the Prophet Hosea; even go back and read that
book after you get done here. His was not a fun task. God told him to
take a prostitute for a wife, and have children with her. Hosea did as he
was told and God gave him the names for all his children, Jezreel, No
Mercy and Not My People. God used Hosea’s life with his wife and children as an object lesson to pronounce judgment on Israel because of its
unfaithfulness. Just as Gomer was unfaithful to Hosea, so Israel was
unfaithful to God. Talk about not looking forward to something you had
to do! But, God didn’t do this to Hosea to torment him, nor did he use
Hosea’s message and life to cut off Israel forever. Just like a dentist has
to deaden a root or a doctor has to take out Kidney stones, fuse vertebras, remove cancerous tumors or stick an IV in an arm, none of which
we look forward to, God used Hosea to cut into Israel’s dead and wandering heart, so that he could make it alive and faithful. In the same
way, God uses people, pastors, parents and parishioners to speak Law to
others, show them their sins, not to alienate or kill them but to prepare
them for the healing Gospel that comes after Law. We speak Law to
prepare the “ground” for the Gospel. We speak Law so that others
might be justified by faith, faith in Jesus the Christ (See Galatians 3:
23ff). Without Law, the Gospel becomes a prescription that treats symptoms of sin without curing the
root of the problem. It would be like giving a strong
pain medication to a cancer patient and saying that
they were cured. So, we speak God’s Law. Not because it is fun or because we enjoy cutting people to
the heart, but because we love them and want them
to be cured not just treated, or to borrow another
image hanging over me right now, we want the root
You can reach Pastor
Thorson at 214-918-0334 of the problem dead, not just the sinful cavity filled.
or treespastor@gmail.com God’s peace.
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Young at Heart

Cross
Project
Our "Cross Project" is coming along very
nicely. Some beautiful crosses have come in
and we are waiting for the rest of you to find
that "special one" to represent your family. I
know this is going to be a beautiful addition
to our Narthex and we are anxious to get
under way. We will not begin however until
we have a good amount of crosses. You know
who you are!!!!
Please give your cross to Jan Keitch.

We will be hosting a "Haystack" luncheon on Nov. 16th, immediately after the November voters meeting. Please plan to stay
and enjoy this "Thank You" luncheon for
all members of this congregation who have
worked so hard to beautify our church and
make it a more pleasing environment to glorify our Lord. We are so thankful for each
and every one of you.
Just so we'll have an idea of how many
to plan for; please find the "sign up" sheet
somewhere in the building and put your
name down. If you can't find it, ask Ted
where he put it.
We hope by the time the Breeze has
been published, that Young at Heart has had
a very successful time at the craft fair and
that the October Fest was a great time for
everyone involved. More on that next
month.

Members of Thrivent,
Please plan to cast your vote during the
Thrivent Elections. Lisa Theriot will have a
table set up on Sunday, Nov. 16th. Please
find her and cast your ballot. Tree of Life
will receive a $50 donation from Thrivent
for participating in the elections during the
allotted time period.

Board of Outreach
Hey, if you missed our grand opening of the
"Country Store" on October 25th, there is
still plenty of time to shop. We are now
open in the library and will remain there until we have our "Going out of business sale"
which should be just before Christmas.
Please help us by buying us out.
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Thank you to everyone who helped with,
donated food, drinks, candy, etc., and
invited friends and family to the Fall
Festival. We couldn’t do it without you!
A special word of thanks to Amanda
Maddox and the Board of Education for
their planning and organization of this
community event.

Denise Wendt
David Hoppe
Geoff Lewis
Art Silbernagel

11/5
11/15
11/15
11/22

Dorothy Hohenberger

11/24

Ryan Williamson
Chris Maddox
Amanda Maddox

11/26
11/27
11/29

Thanksgiving
Food Drive
Please bring food to Tree of
Life by November 9th.
Thank you for helping our
neighbors in Garland!

Joe & Mary Mobley 11/6

Offerings and Attendance for September
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

9/7/14

38

88

$7,835*

$400

$784

9/14/14

36

86

$2,407*

$400

$241

9/21/14

46

94

$4,503*

$450

$450

9/28/14

39

89

$2,417

$700

$242

$1,950

$1,717

Total for September $17,162*

*Planned for each week—$4,800; Planned for in Sept.—$19,200

Offerings and Attendance for October
DATE

SS

10:30 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

10/5/14

42

80

$4,926*

$450

$493

10/12/14

34

77

$4,395*

$450

$440

10/19/14

37

88

$2,892*

$450

$289

10/26/14
Total for October

*
$*

*Planned for each week—$4,800 Planned for in October—$19,200
Page 3

Fro

From Our Seminarian—Tim Anas
Wednesday October 8 2014
Greetings!
It’s already fall, and Chicago has quickly switched seasons. It’s amazing what a five hour drive does, after
living in St Louis for two years I got kind of comfortable with what feels like an extended summer for a
Wisconsin boy like me. Things are beginning to fall into rhythm here at the church, as the fall season
means the rekindling of increased education and fellowship opportunities.
I’ve been leading twice-a-month youth nights, which is just an excuse to throw a party and have fun with
the neighborhood kids, in the name of Jesus. These youth nights have created enough excitement in the
community that a group of the middle schoolers, who are not members, have started to show up for Confirmation class. We are faced with the incredible task of teaching the basics of faith to kids who don’t
know what the Ten Commandments are, and many of them have yet to be baptized. These kids are intermingled with “our own” youth. The small meeting room church normally hosts the 5 or 6 confirmation
kids has been packed to almost triple that number. It’s a great problem to have! There’s lots more in the
works: after-school tutoring (sound familiar?), cross-town basketball tournaments, weekend feeding programs, building renovations, and it’s only week 13 out of 52!
The other field I’m actively cultivating down here in Chicago is the young adult membership. These folks
come from all sorts of different walks of life, from Graduate students, to young couples on their first job,
to visitors looking for a Lutheran church, all mixed in with the great-grandkids of the long-term members.
This means different countries of origin, skin colors, home languages, and faith backgrounds all meeting
here at First Immanuel. We meet twice a month to share a meal and devotion, while also finding ways to
make a difference within our church family. Their energy and commitment to this place is a real blessing.
Toni and I have had plenty of time to get to know each other. For those of you that are married, I’m sure
you realize the loaded nature of such a sentence. It’s one thing to date, and “play house” cooking meals or
going to the store together. It’s a whole separate thing to share every aspect of your lives together. Toni is
excited for her internship starting this fall; she hopes to work with adolescents in the social work field.
Needless to say, there are plenty of opportunities in this city’s metro area encompassing 10 million people.
I’ve had the great opportunity to really commit to just one task this year. Since high school, I’ve always
worn multiple hats at the same time, splitting time and focus between them as a student, grocer, babysitter,
valet, mentor, camp counselor, thespian, and community advocate to name a few. This isn’t unique for
students these days, but there’s something to be said about God blessing me to focus on just one job, having just one plow to work one field. Some days may be 10-12 hours, and yes it’s six days a week including
weekends, but this ability to focus and keep up with the Holy Spirit’s work is definitely the most rewarding part of vicarage.
The kids I mentor in St Louis still keep up with me (through any one of twenty or so online applications).
In fact, a handful of them were recruited to be in an in-town boarding program, attending Lutheran High
South, living with international students. This allows them free tuition, meals, housing, and homework
help, as well as rides to extra-curricular activities. This pilot year for the program came at just the right
time, which must have been God’s timing.
Feeling blessed as always. Feel free to contact me any time. Thanks for all you do.
--- Tim and Toni ::: 262-573-5381 ::: anast@csl.edu ::: www.facebook.com/tim.anas ::: 1124 S Ashland 60607
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Lakewood Craft Fair
November 1, 2014
9:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Lakewood United Methodist Church
2443 Abrams Rd.
Dallas, TX 75214
Young at Heart will have a space to sell
stones. Please support the project for their
after school programs.

Join us in praising the Lord
for all His wonderful
blessings!
Wednesday, November 26th
7:00 pm
Eat at Joe Willy’s
Tuesday, Nov. 4th
5-9 PM
This is a fundraiser for our
Senior Youth’s trip to Glorybound Texas in July 2015.
Thank you in advance for
your support!

l
l
a
F
Sunday, Nov. 16th
After worship there will be
a Voters Meeting followed
by a lunch hosted by
Young at Heart.
Please make plans to stay.

Friday, Nov. 21st
6:00 pm
The Board of Education is looking for a volunteer to manage the church library. If you
are interested in serving in this way, please
contact Amanda Maddox or anyone on the
Board of Education.

Beef Stew for $3
“God’s NOT Dead”
6:30 pm
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The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

