July 2014

Breeze Thru the Leaves
Tree of Life Lutheran Church

Welcome Pastor Thorson!
Several weeks back I preached a sermon on “The Perfect Pastor.”
Wow, did I receive a number of comments about that sermon! People
always have opinions about pastors. I remember long ago my home
pastor was criticized for mowing his lawn without a shirt on.
I’m confident the people of Tree of Life will not criticize you, Pastor
Thorson, for what you wear while mowing our lawn. That doesn’t
mean that they won’t have discussions about your sermons, and your
office hours, and your bible classes. That just goes with the territory
when you are in a public position.

Inside this issue:

White Rock Center of 2
Hope

St. Paul wrote, “It is required that those who have been given a trust
must prove faithful. I care very little if I am judged by you or by any
human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. My conscience is
clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges
me.” We preachers can have the easiest job in the world or the hardest depending on how seriously we take our responsibilities. But
take note the only requirement in God’s job description is faithfulness.
The people of Tree of Life are a loving, caring family! They have been
planning and preparing for your arrival for months! They are excited
to welcome you. But more important I believe
they are excited to join hands with you to move
forward in ministry. There is much to be done
to explore new ways to reach the community for
Christ. There are tremendous opportunities and
challenges to involve God’s people. But they will
look to you for leadership and excitement and enthusiasm.
You can reach Pastor
Don at 972-271-1714 H,
972-896-8572 C, or
daberg14@yahoo.com

You will not be alone in this, although being a
pastor can often be a lonely position. You have
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Paying Down Our Debt

the promise of God’s presence and the confidence that His Word will not return void.
Don’t feel you have to take over your Boss’ position. It’s His church. There is only room on
the cross for one, and He did an excellent job.
So you don’t have to be the savior of people.
Don’t do for them what they can (and need to)
do for themselves.

During the first 5 months of 2014, Tree of Life
has reduced its mortgage by $9,630.00!
Much of this is due to our Growing to the
Future funds that members have donated.
Keep up the good work!

Just be faithful. And give’m Jesus!

White Rock Center of Hope
White Rock Center of Hope is in need of the items
listed below. For more information about White Rock
and how you can help, please speak to Jan Keitch or
call Ted Beechler at 214-328-2978.
Pantry Items Needed:
Jelly, all varieties of Canned Veggies (especially
beans, other than green beans), Adult Toothbrushes,
Toothpaste, Deodorant, and all sizes of Diapers.
Clothes Needed:
Men’s Needs:
Jeans & pants in sizes 30 & up
Socks & Underwear in all sizes

Rev. Clint O. Thorson will be
Ordained and Installed
at Tree of Life on
Sunday, July 13, 2014
at 4:00 p.m.
Dinner following the Service

Country Store to Open
The Board of Outreach is looking towards
Fall Festival and the return of a Country
Store at Tree of Life. We would like to ask
each of you to be looking for items that may
be sellers in this type of venue. All items will
be appreciated, and not only the handmade
variety, although these items seem to be in
demand!
A donation box is available by our “mail center.” Please contact Jan Keitch if you have
any questions.
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Pajamas & Jackets in all sizes
Belts in all sizes
Dress & Casual Shoes in sizes 9 to 15
Women’s Needs:
Robes
Summer Sleepwear
socks & underwear in all sizes
light jackets in all sizes
Dress & Casual Shoes in all sizes
Boys & Girls:
Clothing of all kinds
Summer pajamas in all sizes
Shoes, socks & underwear in all sizes
Linens Needed:
King and Queen sheets & pillow cases
Towels & Wash Cloths
Blankets & Pillows in all sizes
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Betty Woods
7-1
Joe Banda
7-7
David Williams
7-8
John Altom
7-10
Annabelle Maddox 7-10
Mike Morgan
7-10
Ashley Karlin
7-13

Jody Cody
Jeanne Gargani
Laura Cantu
Ginny Hoppe
Evelyn Allison
Benji Hunter
Tammy Holzer
Kendell Dotson
Kaye Green
Olivia Lewis
Lynn Hinkel

7-14
7-14
7-17
7-20
7-21
7-21
7-25
7-25
7-26
7-28
7-29

Lee & Christy Kloostra
Ken & Betty Nixon
Jack & Shirley Matzek
Dick & Denise Wendt
Kenneth & Janiece Brown

7-3
7-5
7-7
7-11
7-14

ALL YOUTH SWIM PARTY
Sunday, July 27th—Lunch at 12:30 pm
At the Maddox House - 3506 Clover Meadow Dr.
Bring your towel, sunscreen, goggles and drinks.

From Our Seminary Student

Please sign up on the office window so we know
how many to prepare for.

Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
By grace each Christian is brought into
saving faith. You know this quite well! The
word grace has such a rich meaning for all
believers, and for us this wonderful word
will now carry even more significance. Our
vicarage congregation will be Grace Lutheran Church in Winter Haven, Florida!
We are overjoyed to know that God has
been preparing both them and us to carry
out His ministry during this upcoming year.
God has worked through your prayers and
financial support to prepare us for this new
stage in the journey of pastoral formation.
Thank you for sharing so generously with
us!

Offerings and Attendance for June
DATE

SS

11:00 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

6/1/14

49

98

$6,844*

$400

$684

6/8/14

33

64

$2,485*

$200

$249

6/15/14

31

76

$3,516*

$600

$352

6/22/14

37

73

$1,825

$400

$183

6/29/14
Total for June

*

Your Friends in Christ
Mark & Brittany Harris

*Planned for each week—$4,738; Planned for in June—$23,690
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Thank You from Toler Elementary

Tree of Life “Makeover”

Pastor Berg and Congregation:

Have you noticed all the improvements to the
church facilities in recent months? Tree of Life
has been getting a makeover. First the paint,
new carpet, and refinished altar railing in the
sanctuary. This was paid for in part from Memorial Funds and the rent we receive from
Congregation Sar Shalom. Then the restrooms in the Education Wing were beautifully
painted and redecorated by some generous
and hard-working “church mice”. The same
church mice also redecorated the Nursery, Cry
Room and main restrooms. Young at Heart
made the crosses in our circular drive a reality. These were paid for by Young at Heart’s
Garden Stone sales and from memorials made
to their group. Our landscaping has also received a much needed renovation. It looks
beautiful! We are just sorry that it came with
painful itching for Jeff, Jerry, Jack and
Shirley Matzek! Work is underway to paint
the front door and entrance of the church.
THANK YOU to all who have given of their
time, talent and treasure to see all of this happen!

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you
for the donations and time that you have provided to the students of Toler Elementary. I
also wanted to thank you for your donation of
$824.00 to help students in need here at the
campus These funds are greatly appreciated
and will go a long way helping the students
that struggle financially.
I also wanted to take the time to thank you for
the silent auction baskets. Each of the baskets
that you provided was successfully auctioned.
The amount each basket was auctioned for is
below:
1. Reader’s Basket

$145.00

2. Game Basket #1

$75.00

3. Game Basket #2

$45.00

4. Feminine Fantasy

$30.00

Once again I thank you and the students of
Toler thank you. We look forward to continuing our partnership for the 2014-2015 school
year.
May God continue to bestow blessings upon
you.
Sincerely,
Edwin Hood
Principal
Toler Elementary
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Partners in Education
Pastor Don & Judy Berg were invited and attended the Garland Independent School District Partners in Education Luncheon recently. They went
to represent the members of Tree of Life who have
partnered with Toler Elementary School. The
Bergs sat with Principal Hood of Toler who told
them how pleased and thankful he was for this
partnership. He was assured that Tree of Life intends to continue this relationship. If you would
like more information about how you might assist,
what you might do to help tutor a child, or anything else related to Toler, contact Linda Hill or
Judy Berg or the church office.
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I would like to thank you dear members of Tree of
Life for your positive support of me during my
service as your Interim Pastor! It has been an
honor to serve with you! A special word of appreciation to Kara for reading my scribbled notes and
editing my spelling, and all the rest that she did to
help me! And thank you members of the Board of
Elders for your support, prayers, assistance, and
positive spirit!

Dear Friends,
A huge “Thank You” to all who helped celebrate
Steven’s 90th birthday Sunday. Your cards and
presence really touched him and has continued to
give him such happy memories. A special “Thank
You to Nancy Harper for her help in arranging and
helping. You are all dear to our hearts.
God’s blessings to you,
Merita Hurst

Judy and I hope to stick our heads in once in a
while on Sundays. But please be clear that I will no
longer be your pastor. I have gained a positive
appreciation for Pastor Thorson and his pastoral
heart. I am confident you and he will serve
together well!
Our prayers remain with you along with our
Christian love.
Don & Judy Berg

Texas Church Extension Fund—June 2014 Rates
Investment

Fixed Rate^
Rate

One Year Note*

APY

Floating Rate^
Rate

APY

.750%

.75%

0.250%

0.25%

Three Year Note*

1.250%

1.26%

0.875%

0.88%

Five Year Note*

1.750%

1.76%

1.750%

1.76%

0.500%

0.50%

Flex Savings

1-888-951-1233, www.TexasCEF.org www.facebook.com/texascef
^Rates subject to change *Subject to penalty for early withdrawal. Rates reviewed
monthly. Texas District Church Extension Fund is a nonprofit religious organization;
therefore, CEF investments are not SIPC or FDIC insured bank deposit accounts.
This does not constitute an offer to sell or a request to buy. The offer is made solely
by CEF’s Offering Circular.

Summer is well under way
and so is Summer Sunday
School! We are still in need of
teachers to take the following 3 Sundays:
July 13th, July 27th & Aug 3rd
If you can help out with one
of theses dates you will be so
appreciated and you will be
blessed by your participation
with the children.
The sign-up sheet and the lesson folders are on a table in
the Fellowship Hall.
Please see Mary Mobley for
more information.
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
Fax:972-226-1545
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

SAVE THESE DATES FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
Vacation Bible School July 7 - 11
6:00 - 8:00 pm
Monday—Thursday: Light meal at 5:30 pm
Friday: VBS Activities 6-7 pm; Cookout & Games 7-8 pm
Please plan to serve in this ministry if you are able.
Invite your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc.
We want to spread the GOOD NEWS of JESUS to everyone!

