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New Beginnings
They still didn’t get it! The eleven remaining disciples still had stars
in their eyes and dreams of a new earthly kingdom (like the one under King David!). They yearned for the good old days when their
numbers were large and their problems small. They had visions of
grandeur and greatness. They had been through the bad times—the
arrest and crucifixion of Jesus. Then only 40 days before He had risen from the dead! Hope was restored and expectations were rising.
So they turned to Jesus and asked: “Lord, are you finally going to restore the Kingdom of Israel?” (Acts 1)

Inside this issue:

We can identify with that here at Tree of Life. We’ve been through
some pretty tough times. Church membership and church attendance are down from the past. Some people have been discouraged
and even anxious about the future. But recently things are looking
up! The positive spirit about the members. The willingness of so
many to participate in our Servant Sunday. The desire to adopt
Toler Elementary School and share gifts and tutoring with them.
The great turnout for our Community Easter Egg Hunt. The painting of the sanctuary and the new chancel carpeting. And so much
more!
Obviously we are all thrilled with the placement of Pastor Clint
Thorson in response to our Call for a new Pastor. From all that I
have heard about him and from my initial contacts with him, he is truly a man of God and fitted to the needs of Tree of Life. Each Sunday
since I began as your Interim Pastor we prayed
together for God to send us a new Pastor suited
for our needs and to make us suited for his needs.
Now it is time to convert our prayers into action.
We must all join hands in support of Pastor Thorson and do all we can to make his ministry a sucYou can reach Pastor
Don at 972-271-1714 H, cess. It is critical that we not step back and think
972-896-8572 C, or
“let the Pastor do it.” There is much to do to foldaberg14@yahoo.com
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New Bible Class Starting June 15th

to reach outward with the gospel into our community. God placed us, and Pastor Thorson,
at Tree of Life in order that we might grow in
faith and love and in service to one another
and to our community.

You are invited to join in studying the exciting new
book “One Way Love: Inexhaustible Grace For An
Exhausted World.” Pastor Don will lead the discussion which will occur during the regular Sunday Bible Class at 9 a.m.

Jesus told those bewildered disciples, “You will
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses, in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” This month we will observe
Pentecost and the sending of God’s Spirit unto
the early believers. That same Spirit is with
us to empower, inspire, and motivate us in our
ministry.

Tullian Tchividjian, the author of One Way Love is
the grandson of Billy Graham and senior pastor of
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in Ft. Lauderdale,
Fl. Max Lucado wrote: “Tullian captures the wonder of grace and offers it to us all.” Tony Romo
(yes, that Tony Romo) wrote, “In the pressurecooker world of professional sports that I live in,
where it’s tempting to locate my value in how I perform, Tullian’s book comes as a relieving breath of
fresh air.” Rick Warren wrote, “My friend Tullian
is a man on fire. This book will make you laugh
and cry. And point out the only man and message
that can lighten your load.”

Just as God made a new beginning among His
early church, I am confident that He is working among us to make a new beginning at Tree
of Life!
Pastor Don

22 copies of the book are available through Tree of
Life for $11 each. You may also download the
book for your Nook or other device.

Country Store to Open

New Crosses to be Dedicated

The Board of Outreach is looking towards
Fall Festival and the return of a Country
Store at Tree of Life. We would like to ask
each of you to be looking for items that
may be sellers in this type of venue. All
items will be appreciated, and not only the
handmade variety, although these items
seem to be in demand!

Thank you Young at Heart for the addition of the
three crosses on our circular drive! They are a beautiful addition to our property.
Join us on Sunday, June 8th immediately following
the worship for a special time to dedicate the crosses.

A donation box will be made available by
our “mail center.” Please contact Jan
Keitch if you have any questions.
As you know, the Board of Outreach is
preparing 77 letters to send to new homeowners in our zip code. These letters
should be out within the next two weeks.
Thanks to all who helped with this
project.
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Rick Woolery
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Julie Alrom
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Debora Livingston 6-25
Daniel Dixon
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Christy Kloostra 6-30
Jack Matzek
6-30

Allen & Stacey Becker
Phil & Linda Hill
Ted & Jan Keitch

6-7
6-20
6-21

To our TOL Family :
Thank you so very much for all the prayers, cards and
calls for Joe and myself. I know this was a hectic time for
everyone. Yet, there YOU are taking time to cover us
with your love & prayers.
WEAR RED, JUNE 8TH
June 8th we will observe one of the
three main festivals of the church.
Pentecost is the day on which the
Holy Spirit descended with a
rushing wind, tongues of fire, and
people speaking in the languages
of various countries. Pentecost is
the Birthday of the Christian
Church! So it is fitting that we
celebrate! Everyone is encouraged
to wear red to symbolize the fire of
the Holy Spirit. Come prepared to
consider what God’s Spirit might
be breathing into His church today!

We love you,
Joe & Mary Mobley
Offerings and Attendance for May
DATE

SS

11:00 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

5/4/14

40

86

$6,038*

$400

$604

5/11/14

23

74

$2,703*

$300

$270

5/18/14

37

189

$2,362*

$500

$236

5/25/14

32

62

$1,830*

$400

$183

$12,933*

$1,600

$1,293

Total for May

*Planned for each week—$4,738; Planned for in May—$18,952
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A Letter From Pastor Thorson
To my dear brothers and sisters in Christ at
Tree Of Life,
Christ is risen! Halleluiah! It is with great joy
that I write to you today. I am also overjoyed
that the Holy Spirit through you has called me
to be your pastor. I look forward to getting to
know you all, serving you and being your new
sheepdog (I’ll explain this more soon!) Know
that you are in my prayers continually and
that I look forward to my time with you all.
My wife and daughter are excited about the
move to Texas and to Tree Of Life, though I
think that little Aliyah is just picking up on
her parents’ excitement. They have been very
busy getting ready for the big move. Boxes are
being packed, schedules are being made. It is
all a bustle around the Thorson apartment
here at the seminary. There is quite a bit of
hustle going on too. With the end of my schooling for a while and the beginning of so many
new relationships we are trying to fit a lot of
tasks, meeting, get-togethers and games into
our schedule while still trying to find time to
sleep. Whew!
As we look forward to the new relationships
that we will build in the church and community there in Garland, there is also a little nervousness creeping into our minds. Questions
like: “Will they like my sermons?” “Will they
get my humor?” “Will the move go smoothly?”
“Will our personalities fit in at Tree Of Life?”
etc. All of those strange and wonder-filled
questions that come with moving to a new
place pop into our minds on occasion. At the
same time, I’m sure that you all have questions and a few nerves about me and my family. “What kind of guy is this new pastor?”
“Just how wet behind the ears is he?” “What
kind of family are the Thorsons?” Well, I don’t
think that I can do anything to answer any of
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our questions in this letter. But, I do know one
thing; I know the love that Christ has for us
all as brother and sister Christians. With that
love in our hearts and Christ guiding us
through the excitement that we have, I know
that all of our questions will be answered and
nerves will be calmed for the good of His Kingdom.
My family and I eagerly wait for the coming
months, when we will get to share in the joy of
serving the Great Shepherd with you, encouraging one another and living together in the
peace we have in Christ Jesus our Lord. I
know that we will face challenges in the coming months and all our lives, but with the Holy Spirit’s guidance, we will face them with
grace in our hearts and forgiveness on our
lips. Knowing this, I look forward to the time
where I can share Christ’s gospel and the hope
of His return with you, so that in him we come
to know our Heavenly Father. God’s richest
blessings. Christ is risen indeed! Halleluiah!
In Christ,
Pastor Thorson

Did you see the Beautiful Restrooms?
You might not usually want to spend much
time in the restrooms here at TOL, but I
bet you will now! Check out the restrooms
in the Education Wing. They are beautiful!
Thank you so much to some very generous
and hard-working members for taking on
this project! We can’t thank you enough!
Breeze Thru the Leaves

CEF News

WE NEED YOU!
Yes…. Summer is just around the corner and
that means our Summer Sunday School Schedule will begin Sunday, June 1st. Once again , we
are looking for loving, willing volunteers to sign
-up to teach a Sunday School Lesson (maybe
two – if the Spirit moves you ). The Summer
Schedule is finished and ready for you to sign
on the “dotted” line . Team teaching with a
friend is a great way to “ learn” and “ teach” together. There will be a folder which includes
the Bible Story, craft, game and/or activity for
that week’s lesson.
Thank you for your Support,
Mary Mobley

For those of you not familiar with the acronym CEF, it refers to the Texas District [of
LCMS] Church Extension Fund which has offices in Austin. It is where LCMS members
can deposit money for an interest rate greater than banks, etc. Then CEF loans money to
new congregations for buildings. CEF holds
the mortgage for Tree of Life. You can check
their
int ere st
rate s,
etc .
at
www.texas.cef.org .
I am the TOL representative to the CEF and I
have some good news to share. When the
deposits made by members of a given congregation becomes greater than 50% of the
balance for the church mortgage, CEF reduces the mortgage balance by a calculated
amount [I don’t know the formula] each
month. The good news is that TOL has finally reached that point starting in March 2014.
As of April 2014, our investment percentage
was 52% and the total rebate to our mortgage by CEF for March/April was $431.85.
TOL now has 33 investors. The greater our
individual investments are, the larger the
monthly rebates to the congregation will be.
If you have any questions about CEF, you can
contact me at bgreen@gpltexas.org.
- Bob Green

The word is getting around—OneHarvest is a
great deal for families looking for good quality, reasonably priced food. The past two
months we have seen more people from the
community ordering through TOL. God is
blessing them with good food and the
knowledge that Tree of Life cares for them.

Little ones are always welcome in church, but if
the need arises the Cry Room is now available.
The Nursery is also open to children 3 and under. Thank you to everyone who helped make
this happen!
Page 5

Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
Fax:972-226-1545
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

SAVE THESE DATES FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
VBS Workday

June 1st

1:00 pm

VBS Decorating Day

June 22nd

1:00 pm

Vacation Bible School

July 7 - 11

6:00 - 8:00 pm
Light meal at 5:30 pm

Please plan to serve in this ministry if you are able.
Invite your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc.
We want to spread the GOOD NEWS of JESUS to everyone !

