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For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven…
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)
For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not to bring to nothing things that are,
so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of
him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness
and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”
(1Corinthians 1:26-30)

Inside this issue:

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,
Praise be to God in the name and for the sake of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
and by the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
As I write to you now it is with many mixed thoughts and feelings. As you by now
know, the Lord of the Church has led me to accept the Divine Call to St. Andrew
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rockton, Illinois. Janis and I both believe that
God is leading us there for the next chapter in our lives and the next phase of ministry for us in His Church together with God’s people at St. Andrew. We also believe that God already has chosen the next shepherd for you here at Tree of Life
and that His plans for you are wonderful and glorious, even though you may not
fully understand His ways as He says,
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil. It will be
healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones. Honor the Lord with your
wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns will be
filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with
wine.
(Proverbs 3:5-10)

You can reach Pastor
Scott at 469-693-9683
or
chirev59@gmail.com

As I prepare for my final weeks among you here at Tree of
Life I would like to begin by begging your forgiveness for all
the times and ways in which I have failed you as your pastor. Although I have strived with all desire and purpose to
remain faithful to God’s Word in my teaching and preaching
I know there are times when I have failed to live out God’s
Word in your midst and love you and serve you as Christ
Jesus loves and serves us all. Please forgive me. Second, I
want to thank you and praise God for all that He has done
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Tree of Life Music Ministry Kickoff Party
Come sing with US!
All musicians and lovers of music are invited!
If you love music, sing or play an instrument and
want to offer your talent to the Lord, YOU are cordially invited to our Fall Choir/Praise Team/Music
Ministry Kick Off Party, September 15, 2013 immediately after church.
Whether you have sung in a choir or group before
makes no difference, other than you’ve missed out
on a wonderful opportunity to praise and worship
God through singing. The Choir and Praise Team
sing songs of adoration, praise, prayer and thanksgiving throughout the year and are always delighted to welcome new members. Tree of Life Music
Ministry is also interested in gaining handbell
players and instrumentalists (keyboard, drums,
guitar, brass, woodwinds, strings, etc)
If you would like more information, please see David Bush, or contact him at 972-679-4227, or
davidbush001@gmail.com
Tree of Life Music Ministry is a volunteer group of
musicians who love the Lord and humbly serve
through music.
Blessings!
David Bush
Tree of Life Lutheran Church, Organist/Choir Director

972-679-4227
davidbush@gmail.com
Non nobis Domine, sed nomini tuo da gloriam!
(Not to us, Lord, but to your Name be all glory!)

Farewell Potluck Dinner and Reception
for Pastor Scott and Janis
Sunday, September 29th
immediately following the service.
Please bring a main dish and/or a side.
Cake and punch are provided.
Please feel free to contact Mary Mobley for further
information or to volunteer to assist at
972-771-0010 home or 972-768-0673 cell.

Special Called Voters’ Meeting
Sunday, September 8, 2013
Immediately following the service
To approve amendments to our
bylaws and constitution

Board of Education
The Board of Education is having a
clean-up day for Room E-1.
Lunch will be provided for our
wonderful workers.
Remember, many hands make
light work!
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Our Tree of Life Senior Youth are still
LivingLoved! Bryan Jander, Austin Karlin, and
Devin Becker made four 10-foot long wooden
picnic tables for the pavilion area during August.
The rest of the Youth will have a painting day in
September to complete this project. Thank you,
Youth, for your service to Tree of Life and the
Community through this project.
Breeze Thru the Leaves

From Linda Hill, Chairman of the Congregation
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We are about to embark on a very interesting journey here at Tree of Life. As you probably know by
now, Pastor Herbert has accepted a call to St. Andrews Lutheran Church in Rockton, Illinois and
will be leaving us at the end of September to begin
his ministry there. I hope you will all join me in
thanking Pastor for the time he has served us here
and wishing him many blessings in his new congregation.

I ask that you keep the Nominating Committee,
the Church Council and the Call Committee in
your prayers as they continue the work needed
during this time.
Yours in Christ,
Linda A. Hill
Chairman of the Congregation

What this means for us is that we will be entering
a period of vacancy that will present us with both Host Families Needed
challenges and opportunities. I want to assure
you that your Church Council will be hard at work
OPEN YOUR HEART AND HOME
on the challenges as they present themselves and
to a German or French exchange student
your Elders are already working on filling a vacanfor the coming 2013-2014 school year.
cy or interim position with a Pastor that will serve
as our Shepherd during this period. God will con- We are a small non-profit, foreign-exchange stutinue to be with us and we will continue to pray
dent organization looking for caring host famifor his guidance during this time.
lies in your community, and we need your help!
I especially want to stress the opportunity that we We have 13 Lutheran students from Germany
have during this period of waiting for the full time and France that would like to come for the 20132014 school year and are waiting for their match
Pastor that will be our Spiritual Leader in the fuwith a volunteer host family. We only have a few
ture.
weeks left before our deadline of September 3rd.
I. This is the time to look at our congregation as
The state of the economy makes it difficult to
a whole. Identifying our needs, gifts, talents
locate volunteer families for our students.
and goals will help us in our search for our future Pastor.
II. This is also the time to look at ourselves as individuals and ask how we can personally help
the church during this time of vacancy and in
the future.
I am asking everyone to prayerfully consider
where the Lord can use you to further His kingdom at Tree of Life. Listen to the Lord, listen to
your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ as they
come to you asking you to serve, and listen to your
own heart and hopefully you will find a place
where you can serve or increase your service at
Tree of Life.
The Church Council is in the process of forming a
call committee. If you would like to be considered
for that committee, please inform any Council
member of your desire and we will add your name
to our list for consideration.

Volunteer host families (with or without children) as well as single people are needed to provide food, a bed and a loving home for the coming school year. EMF students have medical insurance, spending money for their personal expenses and expect to share their host family’s
daily life including household responsibilities.
They speak English, are well-screened and eager
to experience life in America. Their stay here is
sponsored and supervised by EMF (Educational
Merit Foundation), a non-profit, educational exchange program. It is not too late to apply. For
more information on EMF students, please call
Marie-Claude Dijoud now at 1-800-467-8363 or
visit our web site at www.emfusa.org
More information is posted on the Information
Center in the Fellowship Hall.
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John Holzer

9-13

Tim Gargani

9-16

Timmy Karlin

9-17

Ken Nixon

9-17

Shirley Laster

9-19

Britney Presnell

9-19

Zain Rosser

9-20

Cheryl Rodrigues 9-6

Ted Keitch

9-22

Megan DeLawder 9-7

Mary Mobley

9-29

Barbara Roblin

9-9

Bob Keitch

9-30

James Troxell

9-12

Gerald Dixon

9-13

Logan Nixon

9-2

Tim & Jeanne Gargani
David & Jody Cody
Keith & Sandra Melton
Lyle & Debora Livingston
Ken & Judy Warren

9-12-80
9-15-01
9-21-91
9-23-83
9-29-63

Plastic Grocery Bags Needed

Stuffed Toys Needed

I am collecting plastic grocery bags for
the purpose of helping homeless people. Myself & a neighbor cut these bags
in strips which in turn are crocheted together by another lady for the purpose
of making mats for these people to
sleep on and/or place their possessions
on to keep them dry It takes 500 plastic
bags to make one mat the size of a
small afghan. This is a mission opportunity for those less fortunate than us so
all your help will be appreciated.

If anyone has stuffed toys in good condition
and you would like to pass them on to another
person please let me know. There are two
nursing homes in Rowlett that a senior group
visits and plays games with the residents.
Prizes are given to the winners and they all
love stuffed toys. Please contact me if you
have any you would like to donate.
Patty Gibbs

Patty Gibbs
P.S. A picture of one of these mats is
posted on the Information Center.

Offerings and Attendance for July
DATE

Canning Jar Rings Needed
If you have canning jar rings that you
are willing to part with, please give
them to Amanda Maddox or drop them
by the office. You will see them in a
different form at the Fall Festival in
October!

SS

11:00

General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

7/7/13

35

88

$4,536*

$600

$454

7/14/13

27

66

$2,835*

$400

$284

7/21/13

26

69

$3,279*

$400

$328

$3,697*

$400

$370

$14,347*

$1,800

$1,436

7/28/13
Total for July

*Needed per week—$4,738; Needed for July—$18,952
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College Connection

Lutheran Hymn Festival
“CHRIST, MIGHTY SAVIOR, Light of all Creation”
September 29, 2013 at 7 p.m.
Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center, Dallas
Grand Tier $5 each
Group Discount for 12 tickets or more is $2 off
each ticket (except Grand Tier)

If you have a son or daughter who is attending college, either locally or away from home,
please give his or her mailing address to
Betty Woods, head of the College Connection,
or to Kara in the office. The first mailing is
coming up at the first of September so we
need these addresses as soon as possible.

On-Line ticket sales...
http://lutheranhymn-eorg.eventbrite.com/

Make checks payable to “Lutheran Hymn Festival”
and mail to: Mr. Tom Wood, PO Box 200893,
Arlington, TX76006
This year’s festival includes:


Guest organist, Steven Wente, a nationally recognized church organist from Concordia University
Chicago



An adult choir of 150 voices will help support our
singing, but the majority of singing will be from the
audience



Children from area Lutheran schools and churches
will also participate



A brass ensemble will add extra energy for the
evening.

For more information contact Tom Wood 817-861-0535

Offerings and Attendance for August
DATE

SS

11:00 General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

8/4/13

27

87

$6,759*

$400

$676

8/11/13

25

71

$2,583*

$400

$258

8/18/13

18

60

$4,740*

$100

$474

$900

$1408

8/25/13
Total for August

*
$14,082*

Beginning September 1st, the Senior
Youth will be selling Discount Cards as
a fundraiser for the pavilion to be repaired or replaced. The card costs $20,
is good for 13 months, and the various
discounts may be used once per day every day.
Here are just a few of the GREAT
DISCOUNTS you will receive:
 IHOPs on Centerville and on I-30 20% off total purchase
 Applebee’s in Mesquite – $5 off purchase of $25 or more
 Chili’s in Garland - FREE chips &
salsa with purchase of entrée
 TGIFridays in Mesquite - $5 off purchase of $20 or more
 Panera Bread in Mesquite - 15% off
total purchase
 Burger King in Rockwall - FREE
Whopper with purchase of a Whopper combo meal
 Shenaniganz in Rockwall - FREE $5
game card with entrée
These cards make great gifts and help
advertise Tree of Life!

*Needed per week—$4,738; Needed for August—$18,952
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
Fax:972-226-1545
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Pastor’s Page, continued from pg. 1
in and through us as together we have sought to give
him all glory honor and praise in all we think, do, and
say, and to share the Gospel with all people. Thank
you. Third, I pray that the Lord will continue to bless
and keep you, as He always has, as you seek His wisdom and guidance for yourselves and all at Tree of Life.
Finally, I ask for your prayers for Janis and I and all
your brothers and sisters in Christ at St. Andrew as we
make the move to Rockton, Illinois and settle into ministry there.

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron
and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people
of Israel: you shall say to them,

But we ought always to give thanks to God
for you, brothers (and sisters) beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved,
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the
truth. To this he called you through our gospel, so
that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ. So then, brothers (and sisters), stand firm and
hold to the traditions that you were taught by us,
either by our spoken word or by our letter.
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and
God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal
comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your
hearts and establish them in every good work and
word.
(1Thessalonians 2:13-17)

Therefore, in closing, allow me to share the blessing of
God with you all by putting the name of the Lord upon
you.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, in preparation for their
time following the Lord to the promised land of Canaan, and in reminder to them that God is always with
them,

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine upon you and be
gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you
and give you peace.
“So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel
and I will bless them.”
(Numbers 6:22-27)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you (His) peace.
Amen.
In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Scott

