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Breeze Thru the Leaves
Tree of Life Lutheran Church

“Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is
near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not
return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving
seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out
from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but shall accomplish that
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”
Isaiah 55:6-11
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died;
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Colossians 3: 1-4
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Glory be to Jesus. Glory be to Him forever and ever. Amen.
Seek the Lord. Seek the will of the Lord for your life. Seek His will for direction. Seek the Lord.
This is THE issue on the minds of God’s children in many places across our
church body, at Tree of Life – Garland, Texas, at St. Andrew – Rockton, Illinois, in
numerous congregations across the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and in St. Louis this week, where the triennial
convention of the LC-MS is being held as I write. As forgiven and redeemed children of God, we all desire to follow His
will and seek His blessings on all that we think, say, and do.
The key is repentance. As children of God who continue to
sin and rebel, humble repentance is crucial to our being able
to hear and obey the will of the Lord for our lives. When
there is unrepentant sin in our lives, it clouds our vision and
You can reach Pastor
deafens our hearing. It allows other voices to obscure the
Scott at 469-693-9683
voice of the One whom we should always be listening to. It
or
chirev59@gmail.com
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Please join us
in celebrating the
50th Anniversary
Sunday, August 25th

of Bob & Kaye Green

at 9:45 am

Sunday, August 11th

Correspondence from Barbara Morgan
Just wanted to let all know I got to Alaska and
am having a lot of fun. Have seen a momma
moose and 2 babies and eagles. Been eating my
seafood and doing fun stuff. Saw a glacier and
it certainly does stay light day/night here.
Please keep me in your prayers!!

3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Tree of Life Lutheran Church
Fellowship Hall

Hugs,
Barb Morgan

YOUTH BOWLING PARTY
at Rowlett Bowl-a-rama
Sunday, August 25th at 1 pm
Cost is $10 - $12 (depending on
number of bowlers)
Includes 1 1/2 hours of bowling,
shoe rental and soft drinks
Sign up on the office window
Lunch is on your own
All youth and their families are
invited!
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Thank you so very much to everyone who
helped the Senior Youth make it to the LCMS
National Youth Gathering in San Antonio! We
had a wonderful time there working, worshipping, praying, singing, learning and loving the
Lord with 25,000 other Lutheran Youth and
Youth Leaders! The theme this year was LiveLoved and we plan to Live the Love of Christ
here at home with service to our congregation
and our community. Also, thank you so much
to all of you who sent notes to us each day of
our trip! It meant so much to us to know you
were thinking about us and praying for us.
We love our TOL Family!

Tractor for Sale
The Board of Trustees is selling the old tractor. It’s a
Ford 9n tractor, unsure of it’s age. We are looking for
the best offer over $1500 and that includes all implements. If you or someone you know would be interested, please contact Joe Green. Proceeds from the
sale will go to replacement lawn equipment.
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Correspondence from Mark & Brittany Harris
Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
Your support during this first year at seminary has
been wonderful! Thank you for each contribution and
prayer.
In May, I successfully completed a year-long program
with the seminary’s MissionShift Institute. The course
provided me with many opportunities to learn about
ministry and evangelism in cross-cultural and urban
contexts.
This spring, I learned the basics of preaching in my
first homiletics course. During the class, the professor
(Dr. Nielsen) provided edifying feedback on the three
sermons each student prepared. I will have the opportunity to deliver one of these at my fieldwork congregation on the third Sunday in July.
Summer is time for VBS at many churches, and ours
was this past week (June 17-21). My wife, Brittany,
lead story time; she has a huge heart for teaching children about Jesus and loves sharing stories at VBS. I
was able to assist her and filled with various other responsibilities throughout the first four days of the
week. On the final day, the sole pastor of the congregation was out of town. While he was gone, I led the opening and closing sessions for the children.
After the week of VBS, I preached my first sermon at
my fieldwork church. Thankfully, I have been reading
scripture and leading liturgy during worship services
for the past couple months, so I am beginning to feel
comfortable in front of the congregation. Those in attendance were very gracious and complimentary, so it
seems the sermon went well! The warmth and kindness
from the members at St. John’s continues to pour out
for Brittany and me. We are very thankful to worship
with such faithful people. I am also looking forward to
taking two courses next month. Dr. Lessing will be
teaching an exegetical course on Exodus and the Torah;
Professor Dost will be teaching a historical course
called Church & World in the 20th Century.
Thank you once again for your gifts and encouragement!
Your thankful partner in the Gospel,
Mark Harris

Correspondence from Shirley Laster
I want to thank everyone for their prayers, cards
and phone calls during my recent illness. All was
greatly appreciated.
God Bless
Shirley Laster

Dear Tree of Life Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for your generous gift! Because of
your help, Mark has been able to complete his first year
at the seminary. You too will be proud to know that he
made A’s in almost all of his classes (only two B’s)! He
has gained new skills to understand the scriptures,
learned the basics of preaching, studied Lutheran doctrine, and also purchased his first alb.
Your gift is empowering Mark to develop into a pastor
who will share the Gospel with current and future generations. He even preached at his field work congregation this past Sunday! Your financial support has
played a key role in teaching Mark how to prepare and
deliver this. If you would like to read his first sermon
please email us at HarrisMa@csl.edu and we will happily share it with you! Thank you again for your faithful
support, generous stewardship, and deep love of God &
His Gospel!
-Brittany Harris

Correspondence from
Jimmy Hohenberger
Dear Tree of Life Family:
Thank you very much for your cards, telephone calls, and
well wishes.
I am getting along quite well but getting in and out of vehicles and riding is still difficult. This will take some time.
For the most part I do not use the walker a whole lot. I am
greatly dependent on the cane for the next month.
I should be able to drive a little bit in a week or so.
Thank you again for your concern and I hope to see you
real soon.
God Bless You
Jimmy Hohenberger

Correspondence from the Schulz's
Dear Members,
We were very encouraged by your kind words sent to us
on the passing of our dear daughter.
Through our faith in our Lord, we know He has a place
for her and that we, too will join her one day.
Thanks for your prayers,
In Christ,
Ida & Lionel Schulz
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Clint Rattan

8-12

Nathan Matzek

8-14

Jordan Green

8-15

Pam Hinkel

8-15

Scott Crowder

8-17

Andrew Gargani

8-20

Liberty Presnell

8-1

Albert Pankonien

8-23

KC Caekaert

8-3

David Cody

8-24

Scott Herbert

8-3

Gary Acker

8-27

Genny Mosier

8-4

Cleone Altom

8-27

Jenni Null

8-4

Nancy Harper

8-27

Judy Warren

8-8

Justin Green

8-28

Shirley Kuske

8-11

Fall Service Times Begin August 25th
Traditional Worship - 8:30 a.m.
Education Hour - 9:45 a.m.
Living Praise - 11:00 a.m.

Jimmy & Dorothy Hohenberger
Grant & Christi Mones
Bob & Kaye Green
Jeff & Mary Ellen Matzek
Scott & Denise Dalrymple
Rick & Kathy Woolery

8-1-64
8-8-09
8-9-63
8-9-86
8-14-82
8-18-79

OneHarvest Food Ministry
Thank you all for your support of the OneHarvest Food Ministry! Because of your generosity we were able to donate 6 boxes to 6 different families! Thank you so much to those who
donated to the needy!
Remember: OneHarvest is for everyone!
Please let your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers know about this wonderful program.
See the menu in the Breeze and check in the
office for extra menus to hand out.

Offerings and Attendance for July
DATE

The Board of Fellowship is
hosting a potluck dinner following
the service on August 18th.
Fellowship will supply the ham
and beverages and the congregation is asked to bring a side dish,
salad or dessert. Please join us
for this time of fellowship together.

SS

11:00

General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

7/7/13

35

88

$4,536*

$600

$454

7/14/13

27

66

$2,835*

$400

$284

7/21/13

26

69

$3,279*

$400

$328

7/28/13
Total for July

*
*

*Needed per week—$4,738; Needed for July—$18,952
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TOL CHOIR NEEDS YOU!

Lutheran Hymn Festival
“CHRIST, MIGHTY SAVIOR, Light of all Creation”

There is a long tradition of choral music at Tree of
Life Lutheran Church and we are eager to recruit
new singers to continue and grow our purpose in
serving Christ and sharing his love through song.

September 29, 2013 at 7 p.m.
Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center, Dallas

Have you thought about joining the Sanctuary
choir? If so, please consider joining as an active
member this fall. The Chancel choir is open to anyone high school aged and older. We want anyone,
despite musical abilities or accomplishments, who
wants to express their love for God through music.

Orchestra, Orchestra Terrace, Dress Circle and
Grand Tier Boxes $15 each
Dress Circle $10 each
Grand Tier $5 each
Group Discount for 12 tickets or more is $2 off
each ticket (except Grand Tier)

Rehearsals begin after Labor Day on Thursday evenings from 7:00PM until 8:30PM. Greeting new
choir members starts from 6:30PM.

Make checks payable to “Lutheran Hymn Festival”
and mail to: Mr. Tom Wood, PO Box 200893,
Arlington, TX76006

Singers are needed in all sections, Soprano, Alto,
Tenor, and Baritone/Bass
Many people think (wrongly) that they “cannot”
sing. There is nothing like standing among more
experienced singers and finding your own voice.
Everyone has their own voice and their own song to
sing. Let us help you find your voice!

This year’s festival includes:


Guest organist, Steven Wente, a nationally recognized church organist from Concordia University
Chicago



An adult choir of 150 voices will help support our
singing, but the majority of singing will be from the
audience



Children from area Lutheran schools and churches
will also participate



Come and join the choir and experience the music,
the fellowship and the humor of the group. You will
truly be a worship leader and will be making a difference to the spiritual lives of others and to your
own growth and well-being. And, the breathing is
good for your health!
Please contact David Bush if you are interested in
joining the choir. If you are unsure about which
vocal section would suit you, David can listen and
advise you.

A brass ensemble will add extra energy for the
evening.

For more information contact Tom Wood 817-861-0535

Organist/Music Director: David Bush, 972-679-4227
or davidbush001@gmail.com

Offerings and Attendance for June
DATE

8:45 11:15

SS

General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

6/2/13

52

39

33

$8,088*

$600

$809

6/9/13

42

35

21

$4,805*

$300

$481

6/16/13

53

43

35

$4,316*

$600

$432

6/23/13

53

48

29

$2,666*

$300

$267

6/30/13

57

46

37

$3,971

$300

$397

$23,846*

$2,100

$2,386

Total for June

White Rock Center of Hope
We really do appreciate the
donations to the center. You
might consider doing one day a
week, or even one day a month
to volunteer.
It’s a wonderful experience,
especially if you are just sitting
at home with nothing to do.
Think about it.

*Needed per week—$4,738; Needed for June—$23,690
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
Fax:972-226-1545
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

Pastor’s Page, continued from pg. 1
causes our own sinful desires to blare like a foghorn
and drown out the instruction God is seeking to lead us
with.
Therefore, let us humbly bow before the Lord in
repentance, seeking forgiveness of our sins, so that we
may clearly hear and see His will and direction for our
lives, our congregations and our church body. Let us
seek the Lord while He may be found, call on Him
while He is near, for He indeed will abundantly pardon
us and then lead us in His ways. Since we have been
raised with Christ through the waters of our Baptism,
let us seek the things that are above, where Christ is at
the right hand of God. There we will find a willing
Lord who seeks to bless and instruct in the way we
should go. Then, let us bless and praise Him no matter
in which direction He leads.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered, Blessed is the man
against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in
whose spirit there is no deceit.
For when I kept silent, my bones wasted
away through my groaning all day long. For day
and night your hand was heavy upon me; my
strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did
not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my
transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the
iniquity of my sin.

Therefore let everyone who is godly offer
prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not
reach him. You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with
shouts of deliverance.
I will instruct you and teach you in the way
you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon
you. Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near you.
Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast
love surrounds the one who trusts in the Lord.
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous, and
shout for you, all you upright in heart! Psalm 32
PS: We will continue with the summer worship schedule; Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:45 AM and Divine Service at 11:00 AM; through Sunday August 18th.
Sunday, August 25th is Rally Day. On that day we will
add back a second service at 8:30 AM. The schedule
will then be: Traditional Worship at 8:30 AM; Sunday
School and Bible Class at 9:45 AM; Living Praise Worship at 11:00 AM. If you have not done so yet, mark
your calendars for the rest of the summer and for the
beginning of the new school year.
God’s richest blessings and peace to all.
In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Scott

