February 2013

Breeze Thru the Leaves
Tree of Life Lutheran Church

Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ Jesus,
Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glorify Him Forever!
February 13th is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the Season of
Lent for the Year of Our Lord 2013.
The following is some information concerning the history of Lent.
Lent is a forty-day period before Easter. It begins on Ash Wednesday
and ends on the day before Easter Sunday. We skip Sundays when
we count the forty days, because Sundays commemorate the Resurrection. In the Roman Catholic Church, Lent officially ends at sundown on Holy Thursday, with the beginning of the mass of the Lord’s
Supper. In most churches, the decorations are purple, royal colors to
prepare for the King. In Eastern Orthodox churches, this season is
called the Great Lent which begins on Clean Monday. The special
days of Lent include: Ash Wednesday, The Annunciation to Mary on
March 25th; leading to Holy Week including Palm Sunday, Holy or
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday; all culminating
with the celebration of the Resurrection of Our Lord also known as
Easter Sunday or Pascha in the East.
Lent is a season of soul-searching and repentance. It is a season for
reflection and taking stock. Lent originated in the very earliest days
of the Church as a preparatory time for Easter, when the faithful rededicated themselves and when converts were instructed in the faith
and prepared for Baptism. By observing the forty days of Lent, the
individual Christian imitates Jesus’ withdrawal
into the wilderness for forty days. All churches
that have a continuous history extending before
AD 1500 observe Lent. The ancient church that
wrote, collected, canonized, and propagated the
New Testament also observed Lent, believing it to
be a commandment from the apostles. (See The
Apostolic Constitutions, Book V, Section III.)
You can reach Pastor
Scott at 469-693-9683 Fasting is a spiritual discipline that does not inor
chirev59@gmail.com
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Young at Heart

February 13th - Ash Wednesday
7:30 p.m. Service (no meal)
February 20th
Meal 6:30 p.m. - Taco Salad
Live Oak Grove assist*
Service 7:30 p.m.
February 27th
Meal 6:30 p.m. - Sub Sandwiches
Pecan and Palm Groves assist*
Service 7:30 p.m.
March 6th
Meal 6:30 p.m. - Baked Potato & Salad
Olive Grove assist*
Service 7:30 p.m.
March 13th
Meal 6:30 p.m. - to be determined
Maple and Walnut Groves assist*
Service 7:30 p.m.
March 20th
Meal 6:30 p.m. - to be determined
Hickory Grove assist*
Service 7:30 p.m.
March 28th - Maundy Thursday
Service 7:30 p.m.
March 29th - Good Friday
6:00 p.m. Prayer Vigil
8:00 p.m. Service
March 31st - Easter
7:30 a.m. Sunrise Service
Breakfast served by Senior Youth
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
*Bring desserts and help with clean-up
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Young at Heart will have their
Valentines Dinner on
Tuesday, February 12th at 11:30 a.m.
at J.J.’s Diner located at
Northwest Hwy. and Ferndale.
Be sure to bring a guest!

Adult Bible Class
The Sunday morning Adult Bible Class will
begin a new study during Lent. Bob Green
will present Adam Hamilton’s video-based
series “Final Words From the Cross”. In life
and in death, Jesus’ words were powerful
and meaningful. Despite the serious effort
and increased pain required for Jesus to
speak as he hung on the cross, Jesus spoke
seven “final words”—statements that have
much to teach us about Jesus, his Father,
and ourselves:
Father Forgive Them
Behold Your Son…Behold Your Mother
My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?
Today You Will Be with Me in Paradise
I Thirst
It Is Finished
Into Your Hands I Commit My Spirit

Please join us each Sunday during Lent!
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Betty Nixon
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Sidi Daboh

2-18
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2-7

Kathy Logan

2-25

Mary Ellen Matzek

2-7

Haley Melton

2-26

Kenneth Brown

2-8

Shannon Murphy

2-26

Sam Grant

2-8

Diana Harrell

2-27

Christian Holzer

2-11

Matthew Dalrymple 2-28

Steven & Merita Hurst

2-5-72

Mike & Linda Angelbeck

2-14-96

Lynn & Pam Hinkel

2-14-69

Paul & Kimberly Denton

2-19-11

Board of Youth
Thank you to everyone who attended the Chili
Cook-Off and especially to those who brought
chili! The Sr. Youth raised $278 that will go
towards their trip to the National Youth Gathering. In case you were not able to attend,
here are our BIG WINNERS:
1st place—Christy Kloostra
2nd place– Scott Crowder

A big THANKS for all the love and
concern shown during Pam’s surgery,
recovery and rehab. Your calls, prayers
and cards meant so much to us.

3rd place—Barbara Morgan

Lynn & Pam

Crockpot—Joy Green

Offerings and Attendance for January

White Rock Center of Hope
White Rock Center of Hope is in desperate need of children’s coats.
They are also in need of men’s and
boys’ clothing. Any donations
would be greatly appreciated and
given to someone in need. Please
keep the clients of White Rock Center in mind when you do your grocery shopping as well. Thank you!

DATE

8:45 11:15

SS

General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Mission
Tithe

1/6/13

59

43

33

$6,008*

$575

$601

1/13/13

41

33

36

$2,757*

$200

$276

1/20/13

60

51

46

$4,724*

$100

$472

1/27/13

55

48

50

$2,402*

$450

$240

$15,891*

$1,325

$1,589

Total for January

*Needed per week—$4,738; Needed for January—$18,952
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Report from the 2013 Leadership Retreat
The Tree of Life annual Leadership Retreat was held on Saturday, January 26, 2013 with 17 members in attendance. Pastor opened the meeting with a devotion on the Beatitudes and the Lord’s
Prayer was spoken together.
The TOL Mission Statement was read: “The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted in God’s Word, exists to share the joy, love and peace of Jesus Christ with you.” Pastor discussed the need to attach a
vision to our mission statement.
The TOL Officers and Board Chairs were introduced and the 2013 budget was reviewed.
Bob Green led a discussion titled “The World, the Word, and Tree of Life Lutheran Church”. During this time we covered the topics of “Sharing the Good News”, “Declining attendance and offerings”, and “The purpose and character of the church”. During this time we began to discuss some
ways that we can share the Good News with others. These are listed later in the “Ideas” section.
We reviewed our past and present joys and successes: prayer & Spiritual Growth, small Group Bible Study, VBS, Fall Festival, Craft Fair, Demonstrative (affectionate) church, Fellowship with each
other, dedication of our Praise team & Soundroom Technicians, Senior Youth who are very active in
the church, faithful leaders, and a congregation who always comes through when there is a special
need. Our disappointments are our declining attendance and offerings, but even those seem to have
stabilized in 2012.
The remainder of the retreat was spent discussing the future and how to spread the Good News of
Jesus in our world today. We watched two YouTube videos: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=QUCfFcchw1w and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmwwrGV_aiE . People are living on the
Internet. How do we reach them and connect them to Jesus? In addition, how do we prepare our
young people to face that world?
Pastor shared information with us from two books: How Does America Hear the Gospel? By William
A. Dyrness and The Younger Evangelicals – Facing the Challenges of the New World by Robert E.
Webber. We began by describing the people in our culture and had great variety of opinions: techsavvy, selfish, hurting, struggling, idolizing the wrong heroes, isolated, loving, caring, reaching out,
connecting educated. In order to reach them we have to use a form that they can understand and
relate to. Our biblical language has changed many times throughout history: Hebrew, Greek, Latin, German, English. Reaching people through technology is another type of language that we can
use.
Witnessing begins with focusing on the positive and how we are alike? We are all sinners and need
the forgiveness of Jesus Christ. Also, we are all struggling through this time of economic recession
and insecurity and in a country where we cannot count on our leaders to uphold our Christian values. The first work of the gospel in America may be summed up in Christ’s words: “Come to me, all
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28)
Ideas of How to Reach Out to Our Community:





Give a church business card when you help someone
Hold a churchwide day of service to the community
Receive new members more often
Visiting our visitors on Sunday afternoon, perhaps with a small gift
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A personal invitation is the most effective way to bring people to our church
Regular visitation of our homebound or nursing home bound members (not just Pastor)
Volunteer in the community – Good Samaritan, White Rock Center of Hope, etc.
Discipleship class/program
Use our facilities for a senior center or sports practice fields
“Shepherds” (in addition to our Elders) who assist with visiting, caring, praying, similar to
Stephen Ministry
Helping our members with financial needs
Bring canned food monthly or quarterly for a food bank or members of immigrant congregations
“How to be a Christian” series
Lutheran World Relief School Kits as a Sunday School project
Network with other churches for special events or projects
OneHarvest Food Ministry – TOL as a monthly distribution site
We need to reach out to new potential believers without alienating our current members

Possible Vision Statement:







Helping and Loving Our Neighbors
In 5 years we will outgrow our facilities
Sharing Joy, Love and Peace of Jesus by discipleship, serving the community…
To Be Known in our Community as an Oasis of caring, refuge…
Go and Grow the Body of Christ in the Community through sharing, serving…
To become a spiritual oasis for our Community through a continuous outreach by 2015

With no consensus being made and time running short it was agreed that our Long Range Planning
Committee should be reactivated to work out a vision statement.
There was much discussion concerning worship times. There have been requests to move the service
times up so that we are finished by noon. It has also been suggested that we switch our contemporary and traditional services. Most churches that offer two styles of worship have the traditional
early and the contemporary later to accommodate younger families who enjoy sleeping a little later
on Sunday mornings. It was duly noted that some members will be upset if we change the services.
However, the fact that our current schedule has not been an effective tool to reach others in the
community along with the outreach opportunities to the new neighborhood that is being built along
Bobtown Rd., it was mutually agreed that a change needs to be made. The following proposal will
be brought to the Church Council on February 18th: Church service times of 8:30 a.m. Traditional
Worship, 9:45 a.m. Education Hour, and 11:00 a.m. Living Praise to begin the 1 st Sunday in April
2013 and continue for a trial period until December 2014 to be reassessed in the Fall of 2014.
Pastor closed the retreat with prayer and a devotion from Luke 24:13-35 - Jesus on the Road to Emmaus. Pastor noted that in the story Jesus was making connections and building relationships with
the men. This is what we are to do as well.
Respectfully submitted,
Kara Jander
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Pastor’s Page, continued from pg. 1
volve starvation or dehydration. Quite often,
our bodily appetites control our actions. The
purpose of fasting is to make your bodily appetites your servant rather than your master. In the Western Church, because Sunday
is the day of the Resurrection, we skip over
Sundays when we calculate the length of
Lent. Therefore, in the Western Church,
Lent always begins on Ash Wednesday, the
seventh Wednesday before Easter. In many
countries, the last day before Lent (called
Mardi Gras, Shrove Tuesday, Carnival, or
Fasching) has become a last fling before the
solemnity of Lent. For centuries, it was customary to fast by abstaining
from meat during Lent, which is why some
people call the festival Carnival, which is
Latin for farewell to meat.
The Eastern Orthodox Church does not skip
over Sundays when calculating the length of
the Great Lent. Therefore, the Great Lent
always begins on Clean Monday, the seventh Monday before Easter, and ends on the
Friday before Palm Sunday—using of course
the eastern date for Pascha (Easter). The
Lenten fast is relaxed on the weekends in
honor of the Sabbath (Saturday) and the
Resurrection (Sunday). The Great Lent is
followed by Lazarus Saturday and Palm
Sunday, which are feast days, then the Lenten fast resumes on Monday of Holy Week.
Technically, in the Eastern Church, Holy
Week is a separate season from the Great
Lent.
The purpose of the liturgical calendar is to
relive the major events in Jesus’ life in real
time, which is why Lent is forty days long. If
Jesus were born on 25 December, then His
conception would have been nine
months earlier, on about 25 March. That is
when the angel Gabriel would have announced Jesus’ birth to Mary. Thus 25
March is known in the historic church as
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The Annunciation.
(Roughly speaking, the Western Church consists of Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Anglicans. The Eastern Church consists of the
Eastern Orthodox churches, the Oriental Orthodox churches, and the eastern-rite churches
affiliated with the Roman Catholic Church)
As we get ready to observe the season of Lent,
let us prayerfully and humbly approach the
Cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and
seek His grace, mercy and peace. God’s blessings to all.
In Christ’s Service
Pastor Scott

Thank You
Thank you to everyone who came
out to help decorate and/or undecorate the Sanctuary and Fellowship
Hall for Christmas: Jill Estilow, Patty
Gibbs, Pastor Herbert, Merita Hurst,
David Jander, Kara Jander, Katie
Jander, Wesley Johnson, Ted & Jan
Keitch, Jerry Matzek, Betty Nixon,
Janet Schutz, and Rick Woolery.
Also a big thank you goes to Jeff
Matzek and family for erecting and
disassembling the new Nativity
scene.
Thank you all for your willingness to
give of your time to help get this task
completed quickly.
Joy and Peace,
Lee Wilson
Breeze Thru the Leaves

Please join us for our Small Group
Bible Study. We will be using the
Lifelight Study of the
New Testament book of Mark.
Saturdays from 4 - 5:30 PM

Buy a flower for your sweetheart,
friend, or family member.
Senior youth will be taking orders on
Sunday, February 3rd and delivering
on Sunday, February 10th.
Roses - $3.00 each
Carnations - $1.50 each

Tree of Life in the News
In the January edition of the Lutheran Witness there are pictures of two
activities at TOL. One is of our
Braille Team and the other of quilts
made by our ladies of the Quilters
Corner.

Are you (or your
friends or neighbors)
getting rid of an old artificial Christmas tree?
Please donate it to our Vacation Bible
School! We are especially looking for the
plain (not pre-lit) trees. Contact Amanda
Maddox or Eugene Standifer for more
information.

Lutheran Witness Picture here

Page 7

Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
Fax:972-226-1545
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

A new church directory is in the works. In the fellowship hall
there is a table where you can check your information to make
sure it is correct. Also, if you would like to add your cell phone,
email, etc. please write that down so it can be added to our new
directory. You may also call or email the church office to update
your information.

YOUR LUTHERAN RADIO STATION KFUO
LAUNCHES NEWS PROGRAM…World Lutheran
News (WLN) Digest launches Saturday, January 26
at 9:30am CST, a weekly thirty minute concise,
reliable source of timely news for the global
Lutheran Church. The WLN Digest Minute is
broadcast daily at 5:04pm and 8:24am CST via
our stream and mobile apps.
Worldwide
KFUO.org wherever you are, live, on-demand and
archived. Check us out!
Like and follow us on Facebook.

Undies Sunday is every Sunday in
February! Please bring new
underwear, socks, and undershirts
for men, women, and children.
Theses will be taken to Good
Samaritan in Garland to help those
in need.

