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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,
Christ is born! Alleluia!
Many of us grew up with the song The Twelve Days of Christmas. Traditionally
the twelve days of Christmas begin on December 25th and end on January 5th
with the commemoration of the Feast of the Epiphany or Theophany of Christ
on January 6th. For most of the history of the Christian Church, the Feast of the
Epiphany was celebrated even more than Christmas, with only Easter and
Pentecost holding more importance on the Church Calendar. Epiphany
celebrates the visit of the Magi and in the Early Church also celebrated the
birth and baptism of the Lord. Many Christian churches in Asia and the Middle
East still celebrate all these events on January 6th as combined they give the full
revealing of the Babe of Bethlehem as the Messiah. The Old Testament and
Gospel readings appointed for the Epiphany of the Lord talk about the
significance of the visit of the Magi.

Inside this issue:

Isaiah 60:1–6
1

You can reach Pastor
Scott at 469-693-9683
or
chirev59@gmail.com

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
3
And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4
Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
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From the Board of Stewardship

Enclosed you will find a page
titled “Offering Our Time and
Talents”. We ask that every
member from Senior Youth up
fill out and return one of
these forms. You can pick up
more forms in the office or
from an usher. Our goal is to
get everyone involved here at
Tree of Life and match them
to the area of service they
would most enjoy. Please take
the time to complete these
and return them to the offering plate or to the church office. Thank you!
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ
Jesus at Tree of Life,
Janis and I want to express our sincere thanks to all of you for the privilege of being in service to you. I am
humbled that you continue to be a
blessing to us both as the Lord allows
me to serve as your pastor. Thank
you so very much for your most gracious Christmas gift to us. We pray
the Lord blesses us and guides us as
we continue to serve Him and work
together in His Kingdom. May our
Lord graciously grant a most blessed
and happy New Year to you all.
In Service to Christ and His People,
Pastor Scott
Breeze Thru the Leaves

Correspondence
In the Information Center (located
by the kitchen in the Fellowship
Hall) several letters are posted including Marhenke Markings from
Rev. Larry & Mrs. Sonya Marhenke
and a Christmas Letter from Rev.
Nathaniel and Mrs. Candice Hill.
Dear Tree of Life Family,
Please stop and read and look at
Thank you so much for the generous
their pictures.
Christmas gift and for the many cards
and goodies you have given to me this
Christmas season. It is such a pleasure to be of service to all of you and I
White Rock Center of Hope
feel so privileged and blessed to work
and worship here at Tree of Life.
White Rock Center of Hope is in desperate
need of children’s coats. They are also in need
of men’s and boys’ clothing. Any donations
would be greatly appreciated and given to
someone in need. Please keep the clients of
White Rock Center in mind when you do your
grocery shopping as well. Thank you!

Wishing you all God’s blessings in
2013,
Kara Jander

Offerings and Attendance for December
DATE

8:45 11:15

SS

General Growing
Offering To the
Future

Saturday, January 5th
9:00 am
Many hands make light
(and quick) work!

Mission
Tithe

12/2/12

57

52

50

$8,613*

$725

$861

12/9/12

76

52

48

$3,710*

$400

$371

12/16/12

72

76

79

$4,848*

$400

$485

12/23/12

88

NA

NA

$8,840

$300

$884

12/30/12
Total for December

*

*Needed per week—$5,150; Needed for December—$25,750
Page 3

Pastor’s Page, cont. from pg. 1
Matthew 2:1–12
1

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in
the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from
the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and
ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child, and when you have
found him, bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went
on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen
when it rose went before them until it came to rest
over the place where the child was. 10When they saw
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
11
And going into the house they saw the child with
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

This is a depiction of The Adoration of the Magi by 17th
century artist Bartolome Esteban Murillo. Church tradition holds that the names of the Magi were Balthasar,
Melchior, and Caspar (Gaspar). The adoration of the
Magi was so important to the early Christians that on
Epiphany it was common to have the priest come over
to your house for an annual house blessing during
which “B+M+C (year)” were written in chalk on the lintel of the front door, signifying that house being blessed
by Christ Himself for that particular year.
Then, St. Paul, in the Epistle reading for the Epiphany,
relates the fact that all that God the Father has decided
to reveal to the world concerning His plan for salvation
has been revealed in His Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 3:1–12
1

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on
behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard
of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me
for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by
revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read this,
you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ,
5
which was not made known to the sons of men in other
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy
Continued on page 6

Sunday, January 27th
following the 2nd service
To enter the competition, please contact
Kara Jander.
Opportunity to win a Crockpot!
All proceeds go to the Senior Youth trip
to San Antonio in July 2013 for the LCMS
National Youth Gathering
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Please join us for our new
Small Group Bible Study.
We will be using the Lifelight
Study of the New Testament
book of Mark.
Class begins on
Saturday, January 5th
from 4—5:30 PM

Pastor Scott will be
in St. Louis for classes January 7th—
19th. If you need assistance during this
time please call your
Elder or the church
office.
On Sunday, January
13th Pastor George
Masih will lead us in
worship and in the
Adult Sunday School
class.

Saturday, Jan. 26th
9 AM—3 PM
Please come and help us
plan for the future of
Tree of Life!
You do not have to be a
Council or Board member
to attend.
All are welcome!

Installation of Officers
Installation of the Tree of Life officers
and board members will be on Sunday, Jan. 6th during both services.
Please plan to attend.
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Tree of Life Lutheran Church
6318 Lyons Road
Garland, Texas 75043
Phone:972-226-6086
Fax:972-226-1545
E-mail: tolsec@treeoflifelcms.org
www.treeoflifelcms.org
The loving family of Tree of Life, rooted
in God’s Word, exists to share the joy,
love, and peace of Jesus Christ with you!

From the Pastor,

continued from page 4

apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that
the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same
body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.
7
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the
gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working
of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all
the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light
for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God who created all things, 10so that through
the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose
that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom
we have boldness and access with confidence through
our faith in him.
As we begin the year of our Lord 2013, let us, as the
Christ Child has been fully revealed to us, bring that
revelation to all the world, singing the praises of God
the Father for the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ as we
are led and empowered by the Holy Spirit living in us.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Numbers 6:22–27
22

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to Aaron
and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of
Israel: you shall say to them,
24

The LORD bless you and keep you;
the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be
gracious to you;
26
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give
you peace.
25

27

So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel,
and I will bless them.”
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face to shine upon you and
be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and give
you His peace.
Amen.
In Service to Christ and His People,
Pastor Scott

